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(Check One) (Check One)
[ Altered [ Unaltered 7] Moved X] Origiral Site
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
e

PRESENT -~ Alviso remains a typical ©ld San Francisco Bay port lying
in south end of San Frgﬁbi§§;\Bay. A¥¢iso Slough and marshlands, from

Catherine Street to Elizabe Streek/, represents the Port of Alviso
virtually unchanged from C 1880-

The original pre 1850 Ggadalupe Rf?en\access from the Bay to the
Town was joined to a nearbxxélough by means™of a channel dug in 1858.
See "slough" on USGS Milpitas, Calif. 7.5 Min." Map.
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X1 Commerce [ Literature itarian o . N
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

18TH CENTURY - One of the earliest ports on the U. 3. West Coast -
preceding San Francisco itself. The Alviso District was known as early
as 1792 when English explorer George Vancouver noted at Santa Clara
Mission a shallow rivulet nearby at the southeast end of Port of San
Francisco "with the confines of a port". A virtually unchanged, un-
suburbanized old California port town. The slough is still undeveloped
by modern technology. It possesses that intangibles feeling that age and
mood create to give a town historical integrity.

19TH CENTURY - Alviso was the major north-south passenger and
freight link between San Francisco and the southern bay area. The stage
roads were virtually impassible in wet weather. It was also the major
commercial shipping depot for the entire Santa Clara Valley. In Richard
Henry Dana's "Two Years Before the Mast", C. 1828, he mentioned on page
222 that Mission Santa Clara does a greater business in hides and tallow
than any other in California from its creek on the bay. The local
Indians manned the boats for the padres.

The kmbarcadero was an important Bay port by 1841 when Commodore
Charles Wilkes visited it.

In the Mexican War, Colonel Fremont and Captain Hinckley sailed
from Yerba Buena (San Francisco) to the #mbarcadero at Alviso on
January 21, 1846,

By 1849, three argonauts had purchased the land of two local
ranchos--"Embarcadero de Santa Clara" (Barcelia Bernal Martin" and
"Rincon de los isteros from the heirs of Ignacio Alviso, a D'Anza settler,
soldier and liission Santa Clara official after whom the town was named.
See Map A-45 (Santa Clara County records) plat of Tcwn of alviso 1850,
filed 186G.

By 1851 there were several warehouses along the slough. One of
these very early warehouses still stands at lope and :lizabeth Streets.
The whole town still looks very much as it did in 1880-90 when the port
activity slowed due to the railroad competition.




Richard H. Darla "Two Years Before the Mast", p. 22, p. 450;
"Charles Wilkes zxplorations", p. 903

"History of Santa Clara County", Alley Bowen Pub. (1881), p. 106;
"Three Years in California", by Colton (1850)

"Vancouver in California", p. 48.
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