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The old Central High School was designed in 1892 by Palmer,
Ball, and Hunt, Apé%itects, and is one of the state's finest examples
of Richardsonian'komanegggg architecture. This massive, three-
story structure of Lake Superior brown-stone is distingu{shed by
a large and elaborately carved Syrian arch eéntrance at the base
of its central tower which is set between two smaller turretts and
rises to a height of nearly 210 feet. The rounded arches of the
entrance are repeated in the many rows of windows, in the large
stone wall dormers, and on the clock tower, with its huge illumi-
nated glass dials. The ‘building occupies an entire city block, 7
“about twenty feet above the street with irregular and oblique
stairways leading up to the front entrance. The ground plan of -
the structure is that of an inverted "T",:

The interior of Central High School was very progressive for
its timé., The basement housed the motive power and utility
rooms, mechanical arts room and the ventilating and heating
systems.

The first floor consisted of eleven 30'x33' classrooms; the
offices of the Board of Education; and the library, a handsome
room with a large brownstone fireplace. Large double stairways
constructed of slate and iron led to the upper floors.

On the ‘second floor were ten large classrooms. The
72'x104', two story auditorium retains its wood paneling of thé
wainscot, the balcony and the window frames. The decorative
bands of carved wood, the bracketed cornice, and. the cross~.
beamed’ ceiling also remain intact.

Thé“ldboratories, drafting room, gymnasium, music room,
and manual training departments, including iron and wopdworking;
were located on the third floor. A museum contain1ng ‘collections.
of birds, mammals, reptxles, ‘thinerals®and curioe: ‘was 1ocated in
the west wing. : :

~  Except for the aud&torium and a few classrooms on the third
‘floor which remain in near original condition, the interior of
Central School has been greatly altered. The slate stairways
were moved and enclosed within the ends of the main longfitudinal
hall was in order to add more classrooms and comply with fire
regulations.

The second street facade remains as designed, except for
the closing of the three arched doorways which were used as the
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main entrance. Modern chemistry and gymnasium additions to the
rear are the only other exterior alte

rations. - The building
retains its slate roof. s : o
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Central High wvs'designed by Emmet S Palmer, Lucien
Half//and Richard M, 'Hunt,. very able eastern architects,
the latter being the first American trained at the Ecole
des Beaux-Arts in Paris. The local architects were Oliver,.~"
Traphagen and Francis Fit’:/patric.

0ld Central is a very | fine example of t traditionally

rich architectural style known as Romanquu , and is certainly
the most outstanding structure of its kind to be found in
northern Minnesota. The facade and tower present a totally
“pleasing design With exceptionally beautiful proportion

and line. The vertical fenestration and tower are excep~-
tionally well studied wherein particular consideration was

taken due to the fact that the viewer would at all times be
standing considerably below the building, resulting in a
foreshortening of the verticals. Expert attention was also
paid to the scale of the building. This was perfected in

part through belt coursing and rustication'of the beautiful
stonework. The building, too, isskillfully sited on a

full city block of hillside property of considerable slope¢f'

01d Central with its imposing clock tower has long
been a Duluth landmark., Its architectural merit and sound
structural condition make it a worthy candidate for preser-
vation and inclusion in the National Register of Historic
Places, _
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and New York, American Historical Society, 1921.
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