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DESCRIPTION
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—EXCELLENT X-DETERIORATED X_UNALTERED ^ORIGINAL SITE

_GQOD _RUINS —ALTERED _MOVED DATE.

—FAIR _UNEXPOSED

This two-story wood frame building covered with clapboard was 
originally T-shaped in plan with the upright of the T perpendicular to 
Jefferson Street. At a later date a two-story addition was constructed 
to the rear of the building. This addition is also perpendicular to 
Jefferson Street but not in line with the upright of the T. The gable 
roof of the main structure has a brick chimney on the ridge of the cross 
gable. The entire structure rests on brick piers. The gallery has 
turned posts and plain balustrades and there are decorative cutwork 
brackets. The windows on both floors are two-over-two double hung sash 
with plain surrounds. All windows have louvered shutters in place or 
shutter hardware. The main entrance is in the western section of the 
crossbar portion of the building. The door has a large pane of glass 
in the upper half and wood panels below. There is a transom above the 
door. In addition there is a secondary entrance in the eastern section 
of the crossbar portion of the building. Its door is composed of four 
wood panels. The clapboard addition to the rear also has a gable roof, 
double hung sash windows and a two-story gallery on its east facade.
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Black History

SPECIFIC DATES +1892 c. BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

John Gilmore Riley was an early black educator in the Tallahassee 
community. He worked for the local Board of Public Instruction (later 
School Board) from the 1880's until 1926. During that time and until 
his death, he was also a leader in the black community, serving on the 
board of the St. James CME Church and actively participating in the 
Masons. At the time of his death in 1955 he owned valuable property in 
several areas of Tallahassee including this house which he had lived 
in since the 1890's. Shortly after his death, the Leon County School 
Board named the elementary school on Indiana Street in Tallahassee the 
John G. Riley School.

John G. Riley, the son of Sarah and James Riley, was born on 
September 24, 1857 in Leon County. He never formally attended school but 
was taught by "Aunt Henrietta" who had been a school teacher. 1 His 
first teaching jobs were in Wakulla and Gadsden Counties. It is 
probable that he came to Tallahassee to live in 1885 when he bought 
the land on which the Riley House stands. 2 By August of 1893 he was 3 
principal of the Colored Grade School also known as the Lincoln Academy. 
However, the Lincoln Academy which Riley served was built in 1875-76 
after the previous school was destroyed by fire. Riley continued as 
principal and teacher at Lincoln Academy (later Lincoln Graded and High 
School) until June, 1926 when he retired at the age of 68. 5

Riley purchased the eastern portion of Lot 8 on which the Riley 
House stands in 1885 for $125. 6 It is not clear when the house was built, 
but Riley's son remembers living there in the 1890's. 7 By 1892 the 
valuation on the County Tax Rolls had reached $250 b which was a typical 
valuation for a lot and house in that area. The house appears on the 
Tallahassee Sanborn Map of 1916. Riley continued to live in the house 
until his death in 1955.

1977.
LMrs. Marion Hadley, personal communication with Lee Warner

2Leon County, Florida, Deed Records, Book BB, p. 75, Leon County 
Courthouse, Tallahassee, Florida.
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