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1. Name
higtoric Rogers House

and/or common Same

2. Location

dreet & number 28 Bovden Road AMot for publication
city, town Holden vicinity of congressional district  2nd
state MA code 025 county Worcester code 027
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public A occupied agriculture museum
X puilding(s) X private unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress educational X private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property

name Jean Krag Ritvo, M.D.

dreet & number 4057 Hayvenhurst Aven\ae

city, town Encino . NAvicinity of statn California

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, regidry of deeds etc. Worcester Cmmty KPgistry of Dpedc,, Worcester County Courthouoe
Sreet & number ANNN - Street

city, town Worcester state  MA

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historic Assets
of the Comnonwedth—#_4

date 1977 federal X state county local

title has this property been determined elegible? yes ~ no

depodtory for survey records M assachusetts Historical Conmission

city,tonn  Boston sate MA



7. Description Roger House, 28 Boyden Road, Hol den

Condition Cnreck one Check one
excel | ent deteriorated unal t ered JL original site
good rui ns altered noved date /m\
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Rogers House is a small. Cape-type cottage located near the center of
Hol den. The building stands on acre of flat land, separated from neighboring
residential properties by an original stone wall.

Dating from the early Ceorgian period (1733) , the vernacular structure contains
a ¥2 story main block, a small barn, and a 1 story connecting ell. All sections
have gable roofs and granite foundations.

The main block of the Rogers House features clapboard siding, a low gable roof
with Small rear lean-to, a central chimey, and a 3-bay facade. Plain flat architraves
frame the 812 windows and 6-panelled door of this facade. The side (east and west)
el evations have regular fenestrationwith 6/12 w ndow sash, while the asymmetrical rear
(north) elevation contains smaller 6/9 sash.

The el | extending from the northeast corner is covered invertical sheathing
articulated by 6/6 w ndows and a four-panelled door. The small attached barn also has
vertical siding, irregular small-paned wi ndows, and an overhead garage door.

No alterationshave been nade to the exterior design of the main structure, and
the current owners have restored the interior to rmuch of itsoriginal condition.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture_ religion
1400-1499 : archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 architecture education military social/
JL 1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
JL_ 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater .
1900- communications X industry X politics/government transportation
invention ot her (specify)
Specific dates 1733 Bui | der/ Architect Probably John Hubbard

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Rogers House i sone of theoldest and nost representative types of residential
architecture i nHolden and has housed several generations of locally prom nent
citizens. The buildingretains integrity of location, design, workmanship and
materials, and thus neets Criteria A and C of theNational Register.

Fromitsconstruction i n1733 tothepresent, theRogers House has changed
ownership over 25 times. The original ot was sold by John Hubbard i n1733to
Archibald MCollester as "7.5 acres of upland and swanpl and”, and was transferred with
"house, fence, corn, and grass". Abraham Newt on“who bought theproperty i n 1739
—with a blacksmth shop—was anong t hesignatures of thepetition tothe General
Court requesting Holden's incorporationas atown i n1740. At thefirst town meeting
in 1741, he was elected a tything nan.

A later owner, Edmund Hall, was a nenber of Capt. Janes Davis's conpanyi n
Col onel Doolittle's regiment during theRevolution, first marching on t he Lexington
alarm on April 19, 1775. Hi s signature appears on the 1787 resol ution disapproving
of Shays Rebellion. Hall sold theproperty i n1792 t o Nathan Chaffin, a cooper and
the father of ten, who not surprisingly had a short tenure here.

The house was subsequently bought by Colonel Samuel Danon, a prestigious |ocal
busi nessman and a | arge property owner. He sold i ti n1808 tothefirst of the

Rogers famly t o own t hehouse —Benjam n, a cooper but i n1814 i t returned to the
Col onel's son, Sanuel. The secondSanuel was also a large |andowner, his holdings
including several mlls i nHolden (includingtheQuinapoxet Mill, which he built in

1831) and el sewhere. Danon was promnent i ntown government and was elected to the
CGeneral Court four times. The property was sold i n1824 t o Elisha Chaffin, who was
also active i nlocal government, serving as a selectman. The Chaffins lived here

for eight years and sold i n1832, when pN*gh"* Chaffin was expecting her seventh child.

In 1833, theproperty returned totheRogers fami |y through Aaron Howe Rogers,
who had lived here as an infant with his parents. Rogers descendants occupiedthe
house through 1940 - a family ownership of over 100 years. The history of t heRogers
house thus parallels thehistory of Holden. |t reflects thetow's early agricultural
era as a cottage farm theRevolutionary period, the mill and manufacturing period,
and theevolution of thetown into itspresent suburban character.

Since theoriginal farm | ot of John Hubbard has been reduced to 1/4 acre i nsize,
historic archaeol ogical deposits presently existing on theproperty nay be

confined tothearea within and immediately adjacent totheexisting structure.
Excavation and analysis of subsurface deposits of artifacts and cultural or architectural
features near thehouse and barn could provide information relevant tothe initial
construction, occupation and use of thesite i ntheearly 18th century. However, the
majority of archaeological deposits associated with thehistory of t heRogers House nay
lie outside thepresent property.



9. Major Bibliographical References -
Hol den Vital Records, Town Clerk, Holden, M\

Estes, David Foster, The History of Hol den, Massachusetts. 1684-1894, published byt he
town of Holden, CF Lawence and Co., |nc., Wrcester, M\ 1894.

ATW /I~
10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property % acre
Quadrangle name Worcester North. MA Quadrangle scale 1:25,000
UMT References
A[J 9| |26 .45 901 |46~ ,28.60 B
Zone  Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing *
DUJ LLL gy birrrrtl
EL.U [ 1l |1l FoL v 4L
GL_UII’I”II J L H | o] o] o' |
Verbal boundary description and justification
6U  atflPicfud 6ktfLfi ANMilfy.
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
state ~/|/4 code county code
state code county code
11+ Form Prepared By
Wexy j?rontiero, i-reservation Piannei”
nameftite with Itosetnary Heinold, Holden Historical Ccanmission
organization MA Historical Conm ssion jiig December, 1981
street & number "94 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston state MA

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state AzL local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth bythe Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Coraraission

title date
For HCRS use only
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register
n / Entered In tHa q
A J:A-Un [AAAANAA A National Boglatar ate
Ceeper of the National Register C/
Attest: date

Chief of Registration

GPO 936 835
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Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed beiow

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Pescription

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

7. Pescription

summary paragraph
completeness

clarity
alterations/integrity
dates

boundary selection



8. Significance

summary paragraph
completaness

clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9, Major Bibliographical References
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11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

| of Ihto property *«hin Vw sHis I*.

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached

Phone:

sheet

202

272-3S
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Nean (J{.'iag 3l.Hvo, "M.. W.
4057 HAYVENHURST AVENUE
ENCINO, CALIFORNIA 91438

TELEPHONE 784-Bl1S4

HorCk2f,/9S2.

RECEIVED
L2192



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
lit Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY

COMMISSION  617-727-8470 Secretary of State

April 22, 1982

M. Carol Shull, Acting Keeper
National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of the Interior

Viéshi ngton, DC 20243

Dear M. Shull:
Encl osed youwi || find the followng nomnation forns:

Boston - Adans Nervine Asylum (state)

Boyal ston - Keyes - Dakin House (local)

Gafton - Wllard House and dock Miseum (state)
Hatfield - Tiie QdM Il Site Historical District (local)
Hol den - Rogers House (Ilocal)

Needham - Tol nan - Gy Hbuse §| ocal% _

Newt on - S ade - Hovey House (local) d\'ner objects
Sturbridge - Oiver Wght Houuse (state)

Ut on - Know ton Hat Factory (local)

Wston - |saac Hobbs House (I ocal)

Al'l have been voted eligible by the State ReviewBoard and have been
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. O>mes werenotified
of pending State ReviewBoard consideration 30-75 days before the neeting
and were afforded the opportunityt ocomment. Qoments received to date
are attached t othe nomnation forns.

Sincerely,

Candace j/nkiAs
Registratibir®irector
Massachusetts Historical Commisson

CJYamf



