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dateeniliiiBd | 

^ i J r \ ^ 

1. Name 
historic Rogers House 

and/or common Same 

2. Location 

street & number 28 Bovden Road AM not for publication 

city, town Holden vicinity of congressional district 2nd 

state MA code 025 county Worcester code 027 

3. Classif ication 
Category 

district 
X building(s) 

structure 
site 
object 

X 

Ownersh ip 
public 
private 
both 

Publ ic Acqu is i t ion 
in process 
being considered 

Status 
^ occupied 

unoccupied 
work in progress 

Access ib le 
yes: restricted 
yes: unrestricted 

X no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
industrial 
military 

museum 
park 

X private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: 

4. Owner of Property 
name Jean Krag Ri tvo , M.D. 

street & number 4057 Hayvenhurst Aven\ae 

city, town Encino . NA vicinity of statn C a l i f o r n i a 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Worcester Cmmty KPgistry of Dpedc,, Worcester County Courthouoe 

street & number ^^^^ Street 

city, town Worcester state MA 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title 

Inventory of the His to r i c Assets 
of the Coimnonwealth^—#]_4 

has this property been determined elegible? yes ^ no 

date 1977 federal X state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Conmission 

city, town Boston state MA 



7. Description Roger House, 28 Boyden Road, Holden 

Condition C^eck one Check one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered JL original site 
good ruins altered moved date /w\ 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Rogers House i s a small. Cape-type cottage located near the center of 
Holden. The building stands on acre of f l a t land, separated from neighboring 
r e s i d e n t i a l properties by an o r i g i n a l stone w a l l . 

Dating from the early Georgian period (1733) , the vernacular structure contains 
a 1̂2 story main block, a small barn, and a 1 story connecting e l l . A l l sections 
have gable roofs and granite foundations. 

The main block of the Rogers House features clapboard siding, a low gable roof 
with Small rear lean-to, a central chimney, and a 3-bay facade. Plain f l a t architraves 
frame the 8/12 windows and 6-panelled door of t h i s facade. The side (east and west) 
elevations have regular fenestration with 6/12 window sash, while the asymmetrical rear 
(north) elevation contains smaller 6/9 sash. 

The e l l extending from the northeast corner i s covered i n v e r t i c a l sheathing 
a r t i c u l a t e d by 6/6 windows and a four-panelled door. The small attached barn also has 
v e r t i c a l siding, irr e g u l a r small-paned windows, and an overhead garage door. 

No alterations have been made to the exterior design of the main structure, and 
the current owners have restored the i n t e r i o r to much of i t s o r i g i n a l condition. 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 

J L 1700-1799 
JL_ 1800-1899 

1900-

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 

: archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 

X industry 
invention 

landscape architecture_ 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 

X politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specific dates 1733 Builder/Architect Probably John Hubbard 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Rogers House i s one of the oldest and most representative types of r e s i d e n t i a l 
architecture i n Holden and has housed several generations of l o c a l l y prominent 
citiz e n s . The building retains i n t e g r i t y of location, design, workmanship and 
materials, and thus meets C r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register. 

From i t s construction i n 1733 to the present, the Rogers House has changed 
ownership over 25 times. The o r i g i n a l l o t was sold by John Hubbard i n 1733 to 
Archibald McCollester as "7.5 acres of upland and swampland", and was transferred with 
"house, fence, corn, and grass". Abraham Newton^who bought the property i n 1739 
— w i t h a blacksmith shop— was among the signatures of the p e t i t i o n to the General 
Court requesting Holden's incorporation as a town i n 1740. At the f i r s t town meeting 
i n 1741, he was elected a tything man. 

A l a t e r owner, Edmund Ha l l , was a member of Capt. James Davis's company i n 
Colonel D o o l i t t l e ' s regiment during the Revolution, f i r s t marching on the Lexington 
alarm on A p r i l 19, 1775. His signature appears on the 1787 resolution disapproving 
of Shays Rebellion. Hall sold the property i n 1792 to Nathan Chaffin, a cooper and 
the father of ten, who not surprisingly had a short tenure here. 

The house was subsequently bought by Colonel Samuel Damon, a prestigious l o c a l 
businessman and a large property owner. He sold i t i n 1808 to the f i r s t of the 
Rogers family to own the house —Benjamin, a cooper but i n 1814 i t returned to the 
Colonel's son, Samuel. The secondSamuel was also a large landowner, his holdings 
including several m i l l s i n Holden (including the Quinapoxet M i l l , which he b u i l t i n 
1831) and elsewhere. Damon was prominent i n town government and was elected to the 
General Court four times. The property was sold i n 1824 to Elisha Chaffin, who was 
also active i n loc a l government, serving as a selectman. The Chaffins l i v e d here 
for eight years and sold i n 1832, when p^j^g^j^j^ Chaffin was expecting her seventh c h i l d . 

In 1833, the property returned to the Rogers family through Aaron Howe Rogers, 
who had li v e d here as an infant with his parents. Rogers descendants occupied the 
house through 1940 - a family ownership of over 100 years. The history of the Rogers 
house thus p a r a l l e l s the history of Holden. I t r e f l e c t s the town's early a g r i c u l t u r a l 
era as a cottage farm, the Revolutionary period, the m i l l and manufacturing period, 
and the evolution of the town into i t s present suburban character. 

Since the o r i g i n a l farm l o t of John Hubbard has been reduced to 1/4 acre i n size, 
h i s t o r i c archaeological deposits presently existing on the property may be 
confined to the area w i t h i n and immediately adjacent to the existing structure. 
Excavation and analysis of subsurface deposits of a r t i f a c t s and c u l t u r a l or arch i t e c t u r a l 
features near the house and barn could provide information relevant to the i n i t i a l 
construction, occupation and use of the s i t e i n the early 18th century. However, the 
majority of archaeological deposits associated with the history of the Rogers House may 
l i e outside the present property. 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
# • k ball 

Holden V i t a l Records, Town Clerk, Holden, MA 

Estes, David Foster, The History of Holden, Massachusetts. 1684-1894, published by the 
town of Holden, C.F. Lawrence and Co., Inc., Worcester, MA 1894. 

. ^TW///^ _ 

10. Geographica l Data 
% acre Acreage of nominated property 

Quadrangle name W o r c e s t e r N o r t h . MA 

UMT References 
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Verbal boundary desc r ip t i on and j us t i f i ca t i on 

6U atflPicfud 6ktfLfi ^ f l f y . 

List a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state ^ / | / 4 code county code 

state code county code 

11 • Form Prepared By 
Wendy j?rontiero, i-reservation Piannei^ 

name/title w i th Itosetnary Heinold, Holden H i s t o r i c a l Ccanmission 

organization MA H i s t o r i c a l Commission jjgjg December, 1981 

street & number ^94 W a s h i n g t o n S t r e e t telephone (617) 727-8470 

city or town Boston state MA 

12. S ta te Histor ic Preservat ion Officer Cert i f icat ion 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state ^ z L local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth bythe Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title Executive Di rec tor , Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Coraraission 
date 

For HCRS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

^ / Entered I n tHa 
^.J:^--U^ / ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ . ^ — National Boglatar 

Ceeper of the National Register C/ 

Attest: 

date 1 
date 

Chief of Registration 

G P O 936 8 3 5 
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United States Department of the Interior 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number 9 
7 ^ 

< For HCRS use only 

received 

date entered 

Page 2L-

Major Bibliographic References 9 (cont.) 

Damon, Samuel C, The History of Holden, MA 1667-1841, Wallace and Ripley 
Printers, Worcester, MA 1841. 

Zook, Nicholas, Holden, The Evolution of a Town, Published by the Holden Bicentennial 
Commission, Davis Press, Inc., Worcester, MA 1976, 

Interview with Mr. and Mrs. W. Willard Travis, March, 1979. 



N A T I O N A L R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 

EVALUATION / RETURN S H E E T . 

Prop«r 

F • 

Stat*. County:///} mV/X.^r^/tr 
Federal Agency: 

resul>miS8ion 
nomination by person or local government 
owner objection 

appea l 

llnit»d StatM D«p«rtin*nt of U M Int^sr 
Nationai Park Sarvioa ^ ^ , , 

• FEB.l 1983. . 
Worlting No 
Fed. Reg. P**^ -
Date D u e : _ _ 4 2 £ Z ^ 

^ ^ Action: _£r^CEPT ^'^/^/^ 
Entered in tha RETURN 
Hatlonal Begister REJECT 

photoa—lT" 
maps__Iir^ 

Substantive Review: _ sample request . appeal MR decision 

to \ Reviewer's comments: 

Recom. /Criteria 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

continuation sheet 

•Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed beiow 

1. Name 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

4 . O w n e r of Property 

5 . L o c a t i o n of L e g a l Pescr ip t ion 

6. Represen ta t ion in Ex is t ing S u r v e y s 

7. P e s c r i p t i o n 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 
boundary selection 



8. Significance 

summary paragraph 
completaness 
clar i ty 
applicable c r i te r ia 
justification of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of integri ty 

to significance 
jus t i f ica t ion of exception 
other 

9, Major Bibliographical References 

10. Oeographical Pata 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
I of Ihto property • • h i n Vw sHis I*. 

13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning th is nomination may be directed to 

Signed Date. Phone: 202 2 7 2 - 3 S 

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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lit 
M A S S A C H U S E T T S 

HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION 

A p r i l 22, 1982 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
Office of the Secretary of State 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 
02108 
617-727-8470 

MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 
Secretary of State 

Ms. Carol Shull, Acting Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed you w i l l find the following nomination forms: 

Boston - Adams Nervine Asylum (state) 
Boyalston - Keyes - Dakin House (local) 
Grafton - Willard House and Clock Museum (state) 
Hatfield - Tlie Old Mill Site Historical District (local) 
Holden - Rogers House (local) 
Needham - Tolman - Gay House (local) 
Newton - Slade - Hovey House (local) o\\'ner objects 
Sturbridge - Oliver Wight House (state) 
Upton - Knowlton Hat Factory (local) 
Weston - Isaac Hobbs House (local) 

A l l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been 
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. 0\>m.ers were notified 
of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting 
and were afforded the opportunity to comment. Comments received to date 
are attached to the nomination forms. 

Sincerely, 

Candace j /nkiAs 
Registrat ibir^irector 
Massachusetts His tor ica l Commission 

CJ/amf 


