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The Wheat House is a large (2200 sq. ft. on the main floor), rectangular 
frame Italianate structure, with a hipped roof crowned with a central 
belvedere. The exterior of the house is covered in clapboards and displays 
much ornate millwork. The main block has a handsome cornice or paired brackets 
and lintels. There are elaborate hoods over all the segmental arched windows 
and doors. The belvedere has a hipped roof with bracketed cornice; on each 
face there are three semi-circular arched windows, framed with narrow 
pilasters. The major changes on the exterior have been the construction of 
the present turn of the century front porch and porte-cochere, and replacement 
of the original wood shingles with ones of asphalt.

The interior displays a similar richness of mid-Victorian architectural or 
nament. The floors throughout are oak, and the woodwork and staircase black 
walnut. The main level has three fireplaces with marble mantles. The unique 
feature of the second floor, which is given over to bedrooms, is the presence 
of six walk-in closets, unusual for a house of this early date.

Although not original to the house, an interesting early feature is the early 
pantry and kitchen with their original cabinets, cistern pump and sink, and 
ice box.
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The Wheat House is a well preserved example of a mid-century Italianate 
structure dominated by a handsome ornate belvedere. The only modification 
to the exterior seems to be the addition of a turn of the century porch and 
porte-cochere.

The house earns its name from the occupation of its first owner and builder 
J. J. Hoag of Manchester. Hoag was a prominent grain dealer in the area and 
made his fortune selling wheat to the Union army during the Civil War. The 
house was built in 1864 with part of the profits.

Of Scottish ancestry, the Hoag family came to Manchester about 1862. After 
his initial grain dealings, Hoag built a grist mill on the Maquoketa River 
and became activly engaged in real estate investments in and arround Manchester. 
In 1886 Hoag agreed to supply electric power generated at the mill to the city 
of Manchester for twelve dollars a year, making Manchester one of the early 
towns in Iowa to be supplied with electricity. After the mill burned in 1887 
Hoag filled his remaining years with his various other business interests. 
He died in 1890. During most of the time since, the Wolcott family, owners 
fo the Wolcott Limber Company in Manchester, lived in the house.
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