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The Horace Baker Cabin Is an exceptionally noteworthy example of log construc­ 
tion in Oregon. The single chamber, story^and-a-half cabin measures 20' x 30'. 
The gable roof is cantilevered over the south-facing front door and at the east 
gable end, where it shelters a stairway to the loft. Prevailing winds during 
Western Oregon's winter months' rainy season come from the south-southwest.

The architectural prototype for log buildings with a cantilevered gable end 
lofts comes from the forested regions of northern Europe. It was brought to America 
at an early date and examples of the type can be found at various locations in the 
Eastern United States, especially in the Ohio River Valley. A notable example is 
the Bowman Cabin in East Elkhorn, Kentucky, dating from about 1780.

The walls of the Baker Cabin are constructed with 12" x 12" square milled 
logs that were planed in a local sawmill to be shipped to San Francisco. When 
the California company reneged on the deal, Horace Baker purchased the logs to use 
for his new cabin. In the construction of the cabin, the logs rest on an unmortared 
rock foundation then are lapped on top of each other and, except for the top two 
and bottom two, the logs are not chinked. The fireplace has an exterior chimney, 
is constructed with rocks taken from the nearby quarry, and is held together with 
clay mortar. There are five windows, each with twelve lights; two are in the south 
wall, two are in the north wall, and one in the east wall.

The loft is supported on round log beams with notches cut into the logs on 
the sections overhanging the front porch. The loft flooring is 1" x 4" planks and 
the east and west walls are of board and batten construction. The interesting 
feature of the loft is its exterior stairway and balcony leading to the loft. The 
exterior balcony is supported by the top two logs of the north and south walls in 
a similar cantilever system as the loft supports.

In 1939, the Old Timers' Association of Oregon restored the Baker Cabin. 
During the restoration, new logs were cut from a nearby hill and hewn to the same 
dimensions as the originals. It appears that two to three of the bottom logs were 
replaced around the base of the cabin on the original rock foundation. At the 
same time, new shakes were split on the site to replace the roof. Also in the 
1939 restoration, the cabin was treated for termites.

The Old Timers' Association has made repairs on the building as needed and, 
for the most part, the work has been sympathetic to the architectural integrity 
of the cabin. Unattractive wire mesh screens have been placed over the windows 
to protect against vandalism, and the cabin has been electrically wired with the 
fuse box prominently in view on the front porch. The above alterations, although 
unattractive, are not necessarily permanent. With encouragement, the Association 
could easily take care of the security and electrical systems in a more discreet 
and architecturally sympathetic fashion.
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Architecturally, the Horace Baker Cabin is the only known example in Oregon of 
log constructipn with a cantilevered loft. Horace Baker also made important contri­ 
butions to the'early development of the Oregon City area as a farmer, a well pump 
manufacturer, a ferry operator, by operating a rock quarry, by donating part of his 
land for a fish hatchery, and by helping to incorporate the Oregon City Water Company.

Horace Baker and Jane Hattan (later Mrs. Baker) came to Oregon via the Oregon 
Trail in 1846. Baker settled a 640 acre land claim under the Donation Land Law of 
1850. He was, however, only entitled to 320 acres since he was not legally married 
to Jane Hattan. In an attempt to clear title to all 640 acres of land, Horace Baker 
and Jane Aattan were married in 1852. But, since they were not married prior to 
December 1, 1850, the government refused to accept the full 640 acre claim when it 
was reviewed in 1855.

Besides farming, Horace Baker dabbled in a number of other enterprises. In the 
1850 census, he was listed as a pump maker. In this venture, he built wooden pumps 
and installed them in the local area around Oregon City. Baker and two other men 
petitioned to the Oregon Territory Legislative Assembly to obtain a charter for a 
water works for Oregon City in 1851. A charter was granted in 1854 to provide "a 
constant supply of fresh and pure water", but no information survives regarding the 
success of this project. In 1872, Baker built and operated a slack-cable ferry across 
the Clackamas River. The ferry was swept away by high water in 1882 and the county 
built a covered bridge across the river one year later. Baker operated a rock quarry 
on his land which provided rock for the Willamette Falls Locks near Oregon City con­ 
structed in 1872 (the locks were entered in the National Register 2/5/74). A salmon 
hatchery was established by Livingstone Stone on land donated by Horace Baker in 
1876. Horace Baker died in 1882.

As mentioned in the physical description, the Baker Cabin is the only known log 
structure in Oregon with cantilever supported loft and exterior stairway. There is 
no evidence to suggest why Horace Baker chose this design for his cabin. The sketchy 
evidence available about Horace Baker and Jane Hatton before they migrated to Oregon 
shows that Baker was born in Vermont and drifted to Marshall County, Illinois where 
he met his future wife. It is probable that Baker conceived the design of his cabin 
from similar structures he had seen east of the Mississippi River. In any event, 
the Baker Cabin is an important architectural example for Oregon.
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The traditional construction date for the Baker Cabin is 1856. Although there 
is no substantial documentation to support this date, family reports and records 
state that 1856 was the date of construction. This date was never challenged until 
V. Claire Woodward, in an M.A. thesis prepared for the Department of Anthropology 
at Portland State University, stated that the archeological evidence suggested that 
1856 was not the date of construction but that it was probably built in the later 
1870s. The evidence, however, is not impressive enough to suggest another probable 
date of construction, nor is it substantial enough to prove that 1856 was not the 
date of construction. Although the family records and reports are not conclusive 
or overwhelming, they appear to be more reliable and more substantial.

If the 1856 date is correct, the Baker Cabin would be one of the oldest log 
structures in Oregon, adding to its historical significance. The architectural 
uniqueness of the cabin and the importance of Horace Baker himself in the develop­ 
ment of the area, however, make the Baker Cabin a significant cultural resource for 
the State of Oregon.
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