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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This building, now used for religious purposes, was orig­ 
inally built as a residence c. 1860. Exhaustive research has not 
provided specific documentation of a building date, but the form 
of the house and various indirect evidence suggests a mid-19th 
century date. The house has been moved twice, most recently in 
1932.

The house is of wood frame construction on a stone foundation, 
with dimensions of 23' x 55'. It is one story, with front-gable 
orientation of the main block, and has a flat-roofed rear wing. 
The gable ends of the main block feature bracketted parapets and 
have what appear to be short, square panelled posts at each corner. 
On the front elevation, the parapet rises to a sharply-pointed 
false gable edged with decorative vergeboards and a small center 
pendant. Beneath this is a single, round-topped window set below 
a triangular molding, the pitch of which repeats that of the 
false gable.

Across the front is a wooden veranda, with chamfered, 
bracketted posts. Beneath the roof, the facade is divided into 
three bays, with entrance to right of center. The door and 
window surrounds feature shouldered architrave trim and den­ 
ticular cornices. Windows on the side elevations of the main 
block have plain surrounds. On the west side, the "windows" are 
actually floor length, sliding doors. On the east side, toward 
the rear of the main block, is a projecting rectangular bay, the 
windows of which have segmental-arched tops similar to those of 
the large roof dormer on the same side. On the west side are two 
smaller dormers, with gable roofs, and decorative aprons in the 
gable ends, above single round-topped windows.

The rear section of the house has bracketted eaves, and 
4/4 double hung sash windows topped with simple cornices.

The interior room arrangement has been modified, with 
original walls removed to make one large meeting room that 
occupies 2/3 of the main floor plan. The rear portion of the 
building contains a reading room and restrooms.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The significance of this house lies in its singular visual 

character, which is established principally through the pic­ 
turesque treatment of the gable ends and particularly the pointed 
false gable on the front, the latter suggestive of Downing 1 s 
Gothic cottage detail . The house is a study in small details, 
with its assortment of window treatments, dormers, and the pro­ 
jecting bay. It is known locally both as a visual oddity and 
as among Grinnel's oldest houses. For these various reasons, 
the house deserves recognition as a most unusual element in the 
built environment of the community.

Charles H. Spencer is believed to have been the original 
owner of this house. He was the original title holder for the 
lot, and local residents and historical accounts attribute the 
house to him,with an approximate date of 1860. Spencer came 
to Grinnell in 1856, and soon became active in local banking 
and real estate. He was killed in a Colorado Springs railroad 
accident in 1892.

The only definite documentation for the first relocation 
of the house is ,an 1898 fire insurance map that shows the house 
at 1010 Spring Street. It appears, from city directories, to 
have been used as a rental property, until purchase and final 
relocation by the Christian Scientists in 1932. While at 1010 
Spring Street, the house lost a side porch, and the projecting 
bay (according to the fire insurance maps) was made smaller. 
Once moved to its present location, several interior walls were 
removed, but the exterior has been left intact.
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