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Town Southbridge 

Address 495 Main Street 

Historic Name "Beechwood" 

Photo (3"x3" OP a-xS", blac)c and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on bade of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

SIcetch Map: Draw map showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate all buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
Intersection(s). " 
Indicate north 

Use: Present offices 

Original residence 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1-868 

Source AiranidoTO Scrapbook 

Style S^ck sk^ 

Arch i tect unknoxm 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings 

Major Alterations (with dates) none 

Condition COCCdkof 

Moved TV) Date y\AO^ 

Acreage AlotlA^ OTIL 

Setting on large landscaped l o t , on main 

thoroughfare near town center 

um REFERENCE \% QOo/466Z S^o 

USGS QUADRANGLÊ g\ltftt'X>''dĈ e. rM<^''Con 0 

SCALE V'VT,m 

Recorded by H. Walkowiak, S. Ceccacci 
ed. ST Ceccacci 

Organization Southbridge His to r i ca l Com-
;:LibsluL 

Date May 1986 



,9î t 9̂ ttn.u i\4.wî Îur\ ^MiCMM l̂AiLTicM ITT appiicAbiej 
"Beechwood" i s s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h t h e t oun's 
mid—^-Jlfl c e n t u r y r e a l e s t a t e development and i t s s t y l i s h and 
e a r l y S t i c k s t y l e d e s i g n . I t meets N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r c r i t e r i a A and C 
a t t h e l o c a l l e v e l and r e t a i n s i n t e g j ' i t y of s e j t t i n g , l o c a t i o n , 
m a t e r i a l B , workmanship, d e s i g n , f e e l i n g , and a s s o c i a t i o n . The 
b o undaries i n d i c a t e d on t h e a t t a c h e d assessors map a r e t h o s e of 
c u r r e n t ownership. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the conmunity. 

This house i s an early example of a Victorian style residence i n Southbridge. Victorian 
characteristics seen here are the high pitched roof with a jerkinhead gable, bargeboard, poly­
chrome roof s l a t i n g and the asymmetrical treatment of the main facade. The paneled ornament 
around one set of ground f l o o r facade windows i s an unusual feature which may have an English 
Gothic derivation. A similar design and the same sort of window treatment, although altered, 
can be seen on a house of the same approximate period at 112 Hamilton Street. Tne "wrap-around' 
form of "Beechwood's" front porch i s a t y p i c a l feature of l a t e r Victorian houses. Here, 
however, i t has the massiveness, design and proportions of the porches of I t a l i a n a t e houses of 
the 1850's and 1850's. Porches with a similar arched design motif can be seen on the nearby 
Italianate-Second Empire style J. J. Oakes House (form j!-'D-4A0) or the house at 112 Hamilton 
Street_and on the I t a l i a n a t e Chamberlain-Bourdeau House (form #A-134). 

Today "Beechwood" i s in an excellent state of preservation. Set in a spacious lawn, with 
large trees, the house s t i l l retains 'c; strong 19th—century feeling about i t . 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 

"Beechwood" was one of the f i r s t houses to be b u i l t near the intersection of Kaili and 
South streets as that area began to develop in t o what by 1898 was to become an upper class 
r e s i d e n t i a l area. 

At the time of i t s construction, t h i s end of South Street was s t i l l undeveloped. B u i l t 
by Jedidiah Marcy as a wedding g i f t for his granddaughter, Mrs. A. J. Bartholomew, the house 
was considered one of the most b e a u t i f u l estates i n Worcester County. V.'ood was brought from 
nearby Karc}' Woods to b u i l d the house. 

Jedidiah Marcy was a descendant of the f i r s t s e t t l e r of Southbridge, Moses Marcy. 
At the time of the construction of "Beechwood" the o r i g i n a l l&th—century Marcy homestead 
stood across Main Street on the s i t e of the present Kotre Dame Church. The land cn which 
"Beechwood" was b u i l t was apparently part of the o r i g i n a l Marcy estate. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES " 
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Quinebaug H i s t o r i c a l Leaflets, Vol. I 

8/85 



NPS Fotm 100t»* OmAffmitHo 102*0011 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name 
State 

Southbridge MRA 
Worcester County, MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review 

Cover 

1. Academic Brochu 

Date/Signature 

Entered In the / / y ' ~ T . 
lational Beglster r/Tfceepei?l ^^-c^«-^>^ ^ (,/j.yi^9 

Attest 

2. A l i en , Wil l iam E. , House ExiLer, cl In t t c (/"Keeper, 
i iat looai Sa^lstar , , 

• At tes t ' 

3. Alden-Delahanty Block Entered In tKa /iceeper 77Uy--\.^~^TS'\^-9^ 
JUatlooal fieglatex ^ ^ 

At tes t 

4, Ammidown —Harding Farmhouse Entered In t^ie /deeper , < f / j ^ ^ 

Attes t 

5 . Ashland M i l l Tenement Entered In tha "j^eepex yp<^U..t*-'-^L..^^ ^ o/i^^M, 
latJLonaJ. Beglater 

Attest 

6. Bacon—Morse Historic Distr^t^^^^^ ^j^g ^y^^eeper ^ A^'^^'-^y7$''^yc.-'..i^ A-^^ 

Hatlonal Beglater ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  . . ̂• •' . -

^ e p e r ^ ^ t o - ^ - n ^ y . ^ ^ v c < ^ 'V^^/fe 7. Beechwood 

S. Boyer, Alexis, House 

Entered In ttie 
ifatiooal Reg-iBtar 

Eiif.t-r-sf 1.-! I - - . 

Attes t 

-|Hceeper ^y<(ljy^..i..^.^7Ay£>'-^ 6>/xj^Jirf 

Attes t 

9. Building at 25—27 River Street 
Entered In tho 
Natioiiai Bag Is ter 

10. Building at 29—31 River Street 
^4-, . . y i n t t l 

A^eepex r y A A t ^ ^ ^^^^^^-^^ ^A A^^ 

Attes t 

0 L ^t^'ir 

y ^ e e p e r r l ^ C ^ Z -

Attes t 

AyyA 



NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 
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