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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Three miles west of the small farming community of Brownsboro is the Carpenter-
Smith House. The house is situated % mile from Highway 362 on a flat expanse in
a grove of cypress trees.

Constructed circa 1839, the main block is 18' x 40' and is a five-bay,
one-and-a-half story frame structure on a field stone foundation. Exterior stone
chimneys with corbeled shoulders are centered in the gable ends. In the second
half of the nineteenth century a two-room,one-and-a-half story ell was added

off the rear.

Somewhat unique are the two front doors which open onto the main rooms, instead
of a single door opening onto the central hall. Significant interior features
include two mantels which represent a transition from the Federal to the Greek
Revival period and the paneled doors with carpenter locks. The house is also
distinguished by the brick nogging in the four walls of the east room.

The house had been vacant for a number of years and had remained unaltered. 1In
the winter of 1980 the main block was rehabilitated for use as a residence.
Most of the work consisted of repairing the existing fabric; however, one new
partition was added to form a kitchen and bathroom.

No outbuildings remain standing on the site, although the foundations for
the ice house and smokehouse survive. The nominated acreage encompasses the
ground on which the house sits and 20' away from the foundation. (Outbuilding
foundations not included.)
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Located near the agricultural community of Brownsboro in Oldham County is the
Carpenter-Smith House, built c. 1839. The builder, Abel Carpenter, and the
subsequent owner, Fielding Smith, were both successful farmers, repected in their
community. The significance of the house, however, lies in the fact that it is one
of the county's best preserved examples of early frame construction. In addition,
the brick nogging employed in the construction of the house is an uncommon feature
not frequently found in the state.

It is believed that the first settlement in Oldham County was in the Brownsboro
vicinity around 1788, although the county was not formed until 1823. Several log,
stone, and brick houses dating from the first quarter of the 19th century survive.

The Carpenter-Smith House is the earliest known surviving frame house in the

area. The fieldstone  end chimneys with corbeled shoulders highlight the exterior
architectural features, while the brick nogging in the east room highlight the

interior. Simple in plan and detailing, the Carpenter-Smith House is an example

of a functional and solid home of a moderately wealthy farmer in the nineteenth century.

Abel Carpenter acquired 364 acres of land on Harrods Creek on which the house now
sits from Isaac Smith in 1838. The land was originally part of a preemption by

David Williams. It is assumed that the frame house was constructed shortly afterwards.
At the death of Carpenter in 1854, all of his property, including his farm and 18
slaves, were divided among his wife and children. His daughter Sarah and her husband
Fielding Smith inherited the house and 285 acres. In the 1879 Atlas of Jefferson and
Oldham Counties, Kentucky, Smith is listed as a breeder of Cotswold sheep and

Bershire hogs and grower of orchard grass. The farm remained in the Smith family

up until 1979 when the last family member died.
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