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The Nave apartment block is a three-story 80' x 120' stone and brick building 
in the Swiss Chalet style. The dark brown sand stone came from architect Nave's 
Swallow's Nest quarry. The symmetrical facade is characterized by centered 
second and third story balconies of rustic wood, which are flanked by two-and- 
one-half story bays with bracketed gables. A shed dormer breaks the roof line 
and an abbreviated wing on the left side has a gabled roof and second and third 
story balconies.

The Swiss Chalet motif is further enhanced by the diamond patterned windows 
flanking the doors and the exposed rafters in the overhanging eaves. Nave was 
possibly influenced by the chalet-style buildings popularized in the Northwest 
by Spokane architect K. K. Cutter.

Although the interior was damaged several times by fires in the 1920's, the 
exterior remains unaltered.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Nave apartment block is architecturally significant as a good example of 
romantic apartment house architecture of the early twentieth century. At the 
time of its construction it was the most pretentious apartment in Lewiston. 
Stone apartment blocks and good examples of the Swiss chalet style are both rare 
in Idaho.

Owner, architect, and builder Nave was one of the foremost architects in Lewiston 
during the opening decades of the twentieth century. He emigrated from Kansas 
in 1903 and was responsible for many of Lewiston's finer buildings including 
Saint Stanislaus Church, Baptist church, Bollinger Hotel, Vollmer building, 
and Kettenbach block. He also designed many Camas Prairie schools, the Wilkes 
block in Grangeville, and a bank in Glendale, Arizona.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

This property includes the Wilson apartments and the land it stands on.
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