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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The former Methodist Episcopal Church of Lewiston stands at the
northeast corner of Sixth Avenue and Eighth Street in the Normal Hill
area of Lewiston. It is a massive sandstone structure in Romanesque
Revival style. The reddish roughly cut, random-coursed stone fabric and
the three types of fenestration which perforate it add surface interest
to a design nearly symmetrical in the three-quarter view. The

building is square-planned and hip-roofed, with large parapeted gables
emerging on both streetside elevations. These elevations are flanked,
and joined at the corner, by outset, buttressed, and battlemented
towers. The gables and corner towers are piérced with round, round-
arched, and segmentally-arched openings, in which the original stained
and leaded glass survives. The main entrance on Sixth is approached
via a flight of steps and a square-arched inset porch supported on
square columns which span the facade between the outset towers.

The interior of the building has been completely remodeled for use as
a performing arts theatre. Pews and altar have been replaced by seats
and stage, window openings have been sheetrocked, interior stairwells
have been rebuilt. The ceiling with its interior dome is intact. The
exterior is entirely unaltered.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The former Methodist Episcopal Church of Lewiston is architecturally
significant as one of the best and best-preserved examples of early
20th century church architecture in Lewiston; it is a handsome and
imposing example of a generally Richardsonian Romanesque style, by
an architectect who a few years earlier had produced one of Idaho's
landmark churches, the picturesque Moscow Methodist. It stands in
the heart of the city's most prestigious historic neighborhood, the
Normal Hill district, and has had further cultural significance in
this decade as the home of the city's only non-academic theatre
organization.

The church was built in 1907 during the tenure of Reverend William
Euster. Euster, who had a reputation as a church builder, convinced
his Lewiston congregation to sell their Main Street building and under
take the erection of a new $40,000 church on Normal Hill. The Hill,
named after the State Normal School which began in 1895 and which
survives as Lewis-Clark State College, had become since the 1890's
the city's prime residential district. The Carnegie Library was
sited there, and so were a number of substantial churches: not only
the Methodist, but the stone St. Stanislaus Catholic, the brick
Baptist, and the frame Christian Sc¢ience. Rev. Euster originally
wished to place his church in Pioneer Park, the oldest of several
parks on the hill; but the city council would not agree and the
present site was secured.

H.N. Black, the architect, also designed Methodist churches in Great
Falls, and Anaconda, Montana, Moscow. Idaho, and Portland, Oregon;
and all during Fuster pastorates. The peripatetic Euster moved

on in 1908 to Pendleton, Oregon, where he published a book titled
The Philosophy of Church Building. The Lewiston congregation was

at this point divided and in debt; the Dubray Brothers, contractors
for the structure, placed a lein on the work; and the building was
not finished until 1909 when the Methodist National Headquarters
lent the church $5,000.

In 1971 the Methodist congregation moved into a new building.
The old church was acquired by Lewiston Civic Theatre and rededicated
as the Anne Bollinger Memorial Theatre. While the interior has been

remodeled in adaptation to its new function, the exterior remains entirely

unaltered. This restraint, which extends even to non-obtrusive signage,
gives the church-theatre a final significance not only as a cultural
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