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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION

—EXCELLENT

—XGOOD

—FAIR

—DETERIORATED

—RUINS

_UNEXPOSED

CHECK ONE

—UNALTERED 

2LALTERED

CHECK ONE

—ORIGINAL SITE
X (uini/crx ftATe 1894•AMOVED DATE.

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Independence Hail or wooctside, constructed in ibbi-fc*4» has served 
tne community as a meeting piace for most or it's history. Built by j.ocai 
carpenters from j-ocax .Lumuer, it replaced the Starxignt Hail, a meeting nail 
razed wnen it-s location was nought uy the Miramontez family to uuiid a resi 
dence. One and a nair stories riign, tne arcnitecturai styie or tnis wood 
I'rame uuiiding is a provincial adaptation 01' tireeK itevivai;'r ''rt measures 3O 
reet across tne lacade uy i?u reet front to rear. Tne facade, and soutn and 
west sides of tne uuiiding nave lO men snip-iap siding, wniie the north side, 
(obscured uy heavy snruuuery and trees) still retains tne original uoard and 
uatten siding. (Date of tne snip-lap siding uncertain, uut appears to we well- 
preserved old wood). Tne-" entrance doorway, 1 with transom,- is centered in the 
uuiiding 1 s facade"and is fiamted eitner side uy s&sn windows; a douuxe sasn 
window is centered at tne upper story level. Tne nortn> and south sides nave 
tnree windows eacn and an exit doorway eacn side witn six-light transoms auove. 
(Tiiese fire-exits appear to nave originally ween windows). At tne rear or 
West side oft tne uuiiding an addition (date umcnown, uut covered in the same 
ship-lap siding as the Haii; contains a stage area; from tne interior the stage 
is sealed off from the main room uy sheet-rocK. A later storage sned is attacned 
to tne stage addition. (See pnotos 1,2,3,7A & 7±s» Folio IIJ

In 1894, the Hail was moved from the Kelly property on \Voodside Kd. just 
300 feet east and nortn onto its present site on Aluion Ave. ±joth sites were 
many-treed residential locations, just a quarter miie from the village center. 
Tne Kel-ty property later ^ecame an additional part of tne V/oodside Elementary 
School. The moving of tne uuiiding seems to nave ueen necessitated to Keep 
the uuiiding in the nands of tne Independence Hall committee since M. G-* Kelly 
died, intestate in 1B94. (No document for verification of tnis reason is avaix- 
auiej* Since tne sites-were very similar, no effects upon-the historical in 
tegrity of the second location can ue Ouserved. Tne original site, nowever, 
is now t#e'location of tne woodside Elementary Scnooi Tennis Courts.'(Pnotos 
ft 9A &9J3). Tne second site, naving a siignt grade, necessitated tne uuiiding 
ueing set on a nign wood, concrete and (later) stuccoed foundation.

Until it's renovation in i944, the building remained much in it£s orig 
inal state. In tne renovation process, tne interior latn and piaster wails 
were replaced v/itn sneet-rock and tne plumliing fixtures, new in i9U3, were 
replaced; a window was added at tne soutn-east corner, soutn side of tne uuiid- 
ing. A ii§.rdwooci fioor, still in fine condition (see Photos b A & ±s) replaced 
tne Old rioor and tne wooden front steps were replaced uy wide curving uricx 
and concrete steps, a gift to the renovation executed Ly the Hail's owner, Mr* 
ij'red Mighai-L. A smaii Kitchen was updated witn modern appliances in tne Build 
ing's north-east corner. Tne Hall's front b uver b windows and tne added window 
soutn-east corner, v/ere given single-pane sasnes in tne renovation. Originally, 
tne uuiiding's windows were snutxered and ail windows and tne entrance doorway 
nad cornice caps. Tne snutters were removed in the renovating, uut the upper 
floor window and all windows on the nortn side still nave the original cornice 
caps. Tnese were removed from the other windows. In addition, all of the b 
over b windows nave retained more tnan naif of tneir original nand crafted old
panes.

uotn tne interior and trie exterior of tne nail are in good condition. The
stair to the upper story was removed some years ago uy tne owner, uut tne upper 
floor is accessible tnrougn the stair opening in tne ceiling of the north-east 
corner of the Kitchen, in tne second story, nand-newn beams and square nans 
at-cest to tne age 01 tnis fine last one uuiiding. tPnotos bA & B).
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Independence B"aii, weii-ioiown pioneer landmark,, is one or tne live surviving- 
originai,.uuiidingsi-pf tneA wop4sicLe/v'iiiage0 Community, ,3,114. nas spentu most of, i;t.' os,,93 
plus years in.L .active use. uy »tnei j >c9Qimunity_. (Meys, acco.unt o±'iy,i9,,jj?1pno I, Pg. t b.and
news account .of_ iy;44,; Pg..., y.) - ••>„< • . r • ^ ** . i . . --j^ n'.r.uz .*j !«',>.-, ,' •• t / x -

. Wnen tne town's former meet ing'jbail, the Starlignt Hail, was raz'e.d. to jnaKe way 
for the construction or tne Miramontez residence on woodside Koad, "independence riaii 
was uuiit on tne west edge 01 tne M. G. Keliy property on the south side or woodside 
Koad, where it provided, tne local citizens with a much needed meeting place. 'ihe 
wood-frame uuiiding, with shuttered and. cornice-capped windows was a pleasant setting 
for tne first rural Congregational Churcn services in San Mateo county. It served 
as a voting piace in many elections and as a community meeting-nan for dances, plays, 
and minstrel snows or local participation, (jj'oiio 1, Pg. 7) An "Independence Hall 
Committee" was at tnat time comprised of pioneer citizens os woodside, Dr. Tripp, Messrs 
JenKins, WinKler, McArtnur, Snine and ureeley, and the ttan was indeed the focal point 
of village lire-, • , • - , . „

In i8y4, the.-'tiaii .was moved, just 3^0 1'eet east and north onto Aluion Avenue prop 
erty uought uy the Independence Hall Association (thevearlierHali Committeejf the 
group at this time incorporated and sold snares to, tne community. f(3?°j.n-0 .. T_» Pg. 5) 
Ledgers §.t the San Mateo Historical Society provide lists of the suuscrioers to In 
dependence Hail; from 18^4 tnrough J.yip. Of special interest- is the- record or fees 
paid ror moving the haio.. (Polio 1, Pgs.,,3 & b) Although records do not state a rea 
son for moving tne Man,, it is ioaown that M. u. lleny died, intestate, in i8y4,.and 
rather tnan lose tne uuixding aitogetner, tne nail committee must have deemed it pru 
dent to uuy tne nearly Aluion Ave. property rrom Mr. oeorge KOSS, and to reestauiisn 
Independence Mail there for tne community's continued use. 'It's former site later 
uecame part or tne woodside Scnooi property.

Activities at tne hax-i. were minimal during world war I, and with many of the 
early Association members now deceased, the nail was soid in Decemuer i9i9 to asso 
ciation memoer Mr. Henry noop, who, a news account reported SIwin continue the uuiid- 
ing as an amusement place ts . (Fono I, Pg. fo) After outsiders uegan coming to the 
hen dances, during this Pronioition era, the rowdiness got out or nand and the Hall 
was closed uy court order, in i^2x. Approximately a year later, Mr. Koop soid the 
property to Fred Mighaii.

In 1944, interest-ed citizens saw a new purpose for the neglected pioneer land 
mark and a new nail Committee was formed. (Folio l, Pg. 9) Townspeople, eager to 
have a piace for tne young people to meet, generousiy donated more funds tnan were 
actually needed. Mr. Fred Mighaxj., tne Man owner arid puoiic-spirited woodside res 
ident, was contacted and was a ready and wining worKer wno proceeded to renovate 
tne oid uuiiding, inside and out, witii scout and community heip, finaiiy adding, 
as nis own personal contribution, a large curving stair of concrete and uricjt in 
piace or tne wooden entrance steps. (Fono 1, Pg. jj) On yunday, Novemuer 5, 1944,
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= OUTLINE HISTORY OP' INDEPENDENCE HALLH=

Hall built by Association on Kelly/School Property 

" jftovgd to 129 Albion Ave. ( not known why ) 

" property payment completed to Mr. George Ross 

" minimal use ( during World vfer 1 years )

from Association & operated by Mr. Henry Koop

? 1881 ? 1884 

1894 

1902 

1914

1919

closed by court order of Judge Griffin ( rowdy parties ) 1921 

by Fred Mighall around 1922

" reopened by Scout Hall Comm.,& Mr. Mighall ( funds,Communit.Chest)I9*i4

" management j^haiige ,Y°uth Activities Coram., later Wds. Foundat. i960

" closed., lack. of .funding '_ - -v ' >c »-s" _, <-,it -' 1970

" to be moved or torn down , request of owner,(relative F. Kighall)1977
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RC Dam Jan 26
twxteo U'

and 5.Q!u* 
the H a d w o od'

So«fc*ld* gave a leajgysar'.bejll In jfifla j> flftftg
gr»- The attendance' ifTla.r£* f Redwood', Iftt'j 
| ;irell represented, -the ftusic was furnished;

30 Bern l~4~94r n A very pleasant dance «$# givftft iy/tho young ai 
oTn^FTnTase'in IMs^Aa^gjaL^IlJ-^^ Saturday «r«B4n»r- i». 
of the «e* Ye&r, Kusi c was furnished-by local, teMat a^Rd ttaft 
Liv? .was rndul^ei in. until ffidnisht^wlien all*de'pert«4 af.ter ha 
spent a very p'easant even logo Those pr6®*-itifc *Bl*e;. yifiaos 
!ucy and 'r.da 3 ottger, 3elle MoArt»hur, ^na ^w«-.a^ (ganAjj, Kat 
and Georgette 3quires« lucy MI<jha«l, Grada Dearbor?PpMa^^ie 
V.yers, ..;;.^3 arse taura Jhir.e« Blanche failed, Anit<a Mc€orml.«)& v 
Af/ies -arly> «dcie Tripp, 'ieo^gio Zeigenhur^tJ Kea£asi&s Ayer 
and rcArthur, .*^essrs 13d and George Gr^&ley t Ed* Cooxie-y, QflTttry 
ar.a Go'rg« McArthwr, E. Early,, uteusloa. Good, BeVfrr Fon^oH t D. 
Dt- a, :d ^hin&j JiareiiCQ F«Ivin^ Al- K«1fman, *?*'v* Jo^scn, 
<;» -:•» v.hlte, ed'tlalleti, Harry ;Ji-«i son, Fr*d. U a! le, • George 
jffhortort, J, v. Hollirgahfiad, George Uott->-and William Rune on, *

,. . ••

B-6*?*6! "A lorrft and ontnusiastlc d^ati.n^ we4 ha Id Ip Insiopeiidenc 
Kali Sajrwrday ni^tht *undor the uusrioes of the local cteeber? of the 
Vlfite Vpfcen'e ^uffrftfa Asan.^ Tnc. audtente fas ad<ireased by -f^ra 
Laura RT3CT!tT^rie state ergar.lror- cf preeliae^ clubs, K«V* F. Mar.r . 
of Hedwood, *tr-- ^ir-Urar of Polo A?to, i*r* J,,Kr6ifle of th'i Canyanda-,. 
end *'.rs Spc44|np «*** -fteodslde. . .7Jre noe^jpA «a*- :rcllowed.,by w . 
Icvs^r r«r tu <Sanee -par11 ci poted In ty t>ite yc^Rf people of Woodiid«._ * '*

Tripp store collection:

rt $5*00. .ffooaaide Jan 9th 1899.* H.- 0* Tripp, Treasurer of Hall, 
pay to the order of H* Leurilliard F.i?e Dollars. Value received 
and cnarge the same to account of Independent Hall Association,, 
for tuneir^ and repairing pleuo, 0+ B. Creeley, sec.* •»

ao"|8*75 to C. Lflreoo {reason ao( sta ced) .,. . , * Independecoe Hall 
Abeociatiofl, G. D* ^reeley, sec, 1* '

43 • ; '"

do rt |6,00 to Henry Xoop-, .for labor on hall*, .Independence Hall |«i 
G. D. Greele*" ' . • - '

; , , Inde-do 111, 76 to F* W, *«i Gleoaea (Glejuscn) for Ineurance 
pendeace Hall Aaeocialion, G* 'D. Greeley

•it

Koop, who will eonUnu* tlie buildia^ a* an ajwiseaetit 
TKafall was erected in 1881 ^y a ttimber of- etttifiprl
citizens of Woodaide and for ianj jean was the teener of 
enjoyable affairs* Maiij .o£ the ,oid -ftookholdiri ̂ h»ve; jg
pasaed away, so thi as§n tlfoufchit'-be.t»t4 :ib-:.di^^
property. Heury Jenkins .was sf^etiLrf jp^.tne;/at^^:;,\.!^

4k?* 3r?T



Evcerpt ^rx>m News Rftfcle

WOODSIDE — Dedicatory cere 
monies on Sunday afternoon, >Tov, 
5, will formally open the Scout Hall 
in Woo aside as an activity center

hall.
Although the building is resplen 

dent in its coat of paint and sub 
stantial brick approach, it? modern

for Hie young people of Portola and [| ^umbi:;^ *•»<* transluscent lights, iui LIJ.B ywui *, i-»wf . ti there stiil remains the aura of the 
Woodside.

The dedication of Scout wall
i bo a memorable event in tne annals 
i of Wood.-iido's pio1u;«sf]uc hismry, 
•'•«:',iJets pi'ficJicic-ii, hocau.ic U ;'0<.:;.lig 

lli'^ f:fi!oriiil history of ..'in .Jit l;ind- 
I mark, it represents the r<Mii:.',a,t ion 
i of a dream for thoso : riler.j-n.ru; in

'j past, dotting ba.£j£-.tn 1884_when it__
was greeted where the John J. Kel- 
ley 'IiGTiie now is. A corporation. 
.known as the Independence Hali 
Assn. had charge of the a.rfairs of 
the hall. Stocky were sold at. ,f.5 a

n.nd li^fed as early stockhold 
ers •were Dr. Robert O, Tripp, J, K.

•' the welfare of youth, ami to youth, j G. Wi'nkler, J. T, C. Winklor, E. H. 
it. mea.ns a suit0,blc meeting place , L. Winkkir, Henry Koop, Hugh

McArl hur, Plonjy Jcnkins, O. D.

daring of ull events m 
Hall. Of this committee, 
John Vol piano 
'Robert, Uiddcl 
metnbers of the Rev. 
ojifant, EieUur.ur. and I»l

for future activities,

man suggested the old, unused.In 
dependence Hall he renovated to 

j accommodate the youth groups'of 
i thfi cOiTunimity. Ho approached.

own.« the prop-1 Frpd Mix hail, who
i .-irty and found an in<c-i cstou. pub 

lic spirited helper. In tho negdtia-
j lions that followed, the
I Portola Hoy Scout Tro^r 
lonsed the bnikling until iifa'O for 
the payment of the anm;;H taxes. 
Chief John Vol piano was n:uni;d as 
chairman of the ; ^modeling cam- 
mi Lt.ee and work xvonf forward with 
success. .Serving with V'oijjiano 
were Smith. J]. 1,1. Carticalicfj 01 the 
J-I'jci ]'"i.'.'ithc-r J^roiiucts. wiio ,n;ted 

Griff
and

Greely, Nicholas Hansen, W. .7. Mc-
Nulty, A. Hali burton, George H.
Rice, Gcorgi; H. Buck (Jur.lgc Buck),
Thcunas Hiiine, T, 11. Rtimsey, E. D..
Jones, 'J.
Saunders,
Neuman,

Just 50 yer.ri* ;igo

V. Hollinshead, 
Thomas Early,

G.
A.

in October th
ha.ll was moved to its present, loca

u;j until about a decade 
L!ic scene of varied activi- 
the early 1900*3 several 
month were often sche-

tion and 
ago was

Vvoodside- ^'cs. in 
''t.niinittee dances a

duled, Stanford University groups 
being regularly on the list. There 
were socials, political raii 
dancing elossos. Tho chiii 
rental apparently varied. 
medicine «how it was »:; 
$15 and for a church soci; 
as SI.75, One continuous 
business" was UK> paymr- 
for "sweeping tlie floor ,' ; 
the lamps."

In this dedication then:- 
sented much n-ori-; iii.-.n ; 

ruid ||j lishmcnt of a moeiin'j: pi.1 .' 
irelylj] reconv M'jion of ':.m old hail 

| rc;aliv.ation of .1 wortiiv.'hii 
j by a Ki'oup of VVoodsid,! viii 
- genuinely ilosii'iid a c fi >ue; 
youth ;u:iiviricP ami it Is :-, 
pliphment of svhicli any ci. 
could be ju.".t:!y piouri. 
cluiin(,<l. A hoAi'd of ir.ist 
the-Boy So.iul Troop c.omii 
hr-rn r.-mioil t.o fiTt,i;ivl to '
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Floor Plan of Hall.
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INDEPENDENCE HALL#WOODSIDE, CA. 
Elementary Softool Plot Plan '• 

Boundaries j. 
North - Woodside Road 
South - Bear Gulcn Creek -^£ 
East - Land of Morrow 
West - Lattcl of yeiliquette pv.' 1

M.

.<• ft.fc.
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INDEPENDENCE HALL*WOODSIDE, CA. 
Elementary School Plot Plan

Boundaries
Nbrth - Woodside Road 
South""- Bear Gulch Creek 
East * Land of Morrow 
West - Land of Vllliquette
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HALL^WOODSIDE 
(partial)
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IKDEPERDENCE HALL^-WOODSIDE, CA. 
! South San Mateo County Map

Indicating location of Woodside. ^ ,
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Interior Pictures (2}
*\ovth s:re Retails (2)
,t-ic dtails (?)

I.K.TU., KI:C. 11

front ci ; lr Ir.t erendence Hall 1
•' (i'lsa .-seller's Colje.;^

( /el] v^uette co] lection } M.
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INDEPENDENCE HALL*WOODSIDE, CA. 
Date 1977 
Artist - Frances Roesler
SKetcn of Independence Hall on 
proposed site, on Elementary School grotinas. To show location*

Photo #10B
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