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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED —ORIGINAL SITE
XGOOD __RUINS X ALTERED X movep  pate_1894
_FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Independence Hail ot woodside, constructed in 1881-84, has served
the communiiy as a meeting pLace Ior most of it's history. DBulit by iocas
carpenters Irom iocar .umoer, 1t repraced the Stariignt Hail, a meeting nalt
razed wnen it's location was cought vy the WMiramontez ramily to uvuiid a resi-
dence. One and a npall stories nign, tne arcnitectural gty;eLgykﬁgls wood
frame wuliding is a provincias adaptation or q?eex wevivai; 1t measures 3U
teet across the racade vy 5U Teet tront to rear. The facade, and south and
west sides of tne wuliding nave LU 1ncn snip-lap siding, wnile the north side,
fouscured uy heavy shruvvery and trees) stili retains tne original voard snd
vatten siding. (Date of tne snip-iap siding uncertain, wut appears to we well-
breserved o1d wood). Tne” entrance doorway,'with transom, is centered in the
vuilding's facade amd 1s franked eitner side vy sash windows; a douwte sash
window 1s centered at the upper story ievel. ''ne nortn and south sides have
tnree windows eacn and an exit doorway each side with six-light transoms awove.
(Tnese Tire—exits appear to nave origihatly weenh wihdowsj). At the rear or
West side off tne wuiiding an addition (date unknown, wut covered in the same
ship-lap siding as the Hali) contains a stgge area; trom the interior the stage
1s seared 0rY rrom the main room wy sheet-rock. A later storage sned 1s attachned
to tne stage addition. (See phrotos 1,2,3,7A & 7b, Folio II)

In 1894, the Halli was moved Irom the Kelly property on Woodside Hd. just
300 teet east and north onto its present site on Alwion Ave. poth sites were
many-treed residential iocations, just a guarter mile from the village center.
I'ne XKelry property later vecame an additional part ot the Woodside plementary
School. ‘the moving of tne vulrding seems $0 nave wveen necessitated to keep
the vuiiding in the nands of the Independence Hail Committee since M. G. Keldiy
died, intestate 1n 1894. (No document for veraiication oif this reason 1s avali-
avle}. Since tne sites-were very similar, no ettects upon the historicat in-
tegrity of the second iocation can we owuserved. '"The original site, nowever,
is now tge ‘location of tue Woodside Elementary School Tennis &ourts. (Photos
# 94 &98). The second site, naving a siight grade, necessitated the wvuiliding
velng set on a nign wood, concrete and (later) stuccoed foundation.

UntiL 1t's renovation in 1944, the bLuilding remained much in it¥%s orig-
inalt state. 1In the renovation process, tne interior iath and plaster watls
were repiaced with sneet-rock and the plumbing frixtures, new in LY03, were
replaced; a window was added at the south-east corner, south side of the vuiid-
ing. A havrdwood fioor, still in Tine condation (see Photos 6 A & B) replaced
the old TLoor and the wooden iront steps were reprlaced vy wide curving vricxk
and concrete steps, a g1it to the renovation executed Ly the Hall's owher, Mr.
bred Mighait. A sSmail Kitchen was updated with modern appliances 1n the buiid-
1ing's north-east corner. 'fne Halti's front 6 Uver b windows and the added window
soutn-~east coruer, were given single-pane sasnes in the renovation. Originally,
tne wuriding's windows were snuttered and ail windows and the entrance doorway
had cornice caps. ‘'he snuiters were removed 1n the renovating, vut the upper
rioor window and all windows on the north side still nave the originalL cornice
caps. ‘nese were removed rrom the other windows. In addition, all ot the b
over 6 windows have retalned more tnan nattf of their oraiginal nand crarted old
panesLOtn the interior and tne exterior of tne Hall are in good condition. The
stair to the upper story was removed some years ago vy the owner, wut tne upner
Tioor is accessiwvie througn the stair opening in the ceiting o1 the north-east
corner of the xitchen. 1In tne second story, hand-newn Leams anq square naliis
attest to tne age or this faine hastoric wuilding. (Pnotos 8a & ¥B).
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B SIGNIFICANCE
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—1900- — COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY ’ __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY) ~
—_INVENTION :
Constructed in 1881 or 1660 '
SPECIFIC DATES ' BUILDER/ARCHITECT 415 pecors

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Independence Hail, werl-xnown pioneer randmark, is one ot the five surviving
original, vuildings,; ot the woodside, villageubommunlty, and- nas spent most ot it's 93
pius years in.active use, uy‘tng.ggmqun}}y. (News<account oI TLYL9, . FOilO I Pg. b,and
news account 0f ¢944,,Pgu 9) e e . 134 13 au.

When the town's rormer meeting naLl the btarllgnt Hall, was razeg tO maxe way
tor the construction or the Miramontezr residence on Woodside noad, Independence Hall
was wvuiit on the west edge o1 tne M. G. Xeiry property on the south side of woodside
Koad, where it provided tne Local citizens with a much needed meeting place. The
wood~trame wuiiding, with snuttered and cornice-capped windows was a pleasant setting
for the tirst ruralr Congregational Church services in San Mateo County. It served
a8 a voting piace in many elections and as a community meeting-nail for dances, plays,
and minstrel snows o1 Local participation. (kolio 1, Pg. 7) An "Independence Hall
Committee™ was at that time comprised oi pioneer citizens os Wwoodside, Dr. Tripp, Messrs
Jenxins, Winkler, McArtnur, Snine and Greeley, and the Hail was indeed the focai point
ot viilage iiTe. . - - .

In 1894, the- Hail.was moved. just 300 Ieet east and north onto Alulon Avenue prop-
erty wought vy the Indevendence Halli Association (the searliierHall Committee); the
group at this time incorporated and sold shares to tne community. (Folio.I, Pg. 9;
Ledgers at tne San lMateo Historical Society prov1de i1ists of the suuvscrivers to In-
dependence naLL Trom 189Y4 tnrough 1Yi>. Of special interest is the. record of tfees
paid tor mov1ng the Hati.(PFoiio I, Pgs..3 & 6) ALthough records do not state a rea-
son for moving the Hait, it is known that M. G. Keliy died, intestate, in 18Y4,. and
rather than iose the wulidinug artogetner, tne Hall committee must nhave deemed it pru-
dent to wuy the nearvy Alvion Ave. property trom Mr. George xoss, and to reestaviish
Independence Hall there Tor the community's continued use. ‘It's former site later
vecame part ol tne woodside Scnooi property.

Activities at tne Hail were minimati durling world war I, and with many ot the
early Association memwers now deceased, the Hali was soid in Decemver 1919 to asso-
ciation memver Mr. Henry Koop, wio, a news account reported "wiili continue the wvuild-
ing as an amusement piace®. (Foiio I, Pg. b) Atter outsiders vegan coming to the
Heii dances, during tnis Pronicition era, the rowdiness got out of hand and the Hall
was closed vy court order, in 1YZi. Approximately a year iater, Mr. Koop soid the
property to Fred Wighatit.

In 1944, interested cltizens saw a hew purpose Ior the neglected pioneer iand-
mark and a new pHall Co-.mttee was tormed. (Folio 1, Pg. 9) ‘ownspeople, eager to
have a pliace ror tne young peopie to meet, geuerous.y donated more runds than were
actually needed. HNr. Fred Mighaii, the HaLL owner and puvlic-spirited woodside res-
ident, was contacted and was a ready and wiliing worker wno proceeded to renovate
the oid vuilding, amside and out, witn Scout ang community help, finatry adding,
as hilis own personai conbriuvution, a Large curving stalr O concrete and uilCK 1n
place of tne wooden entrance steps. (Foilo 1, Pg. ) On sSunday, Novemwer 5, 1944,
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6. Richard Schellens Historical account of San Mateo Co. (ﬁ§%¥8%§1%i¥X1%%?rary

7. Mr. John Volpiano, Life resident of Woodside and fommer Fire Chief of Woodside.

8. Mrs. Blanche Walker Coats; Resident of Woodside for most of her 100 years.
Oldest living pioneer resident ef Woodside.

9, Mrs. Elsa Wueller, &%§g.resident of Woodside and photographer of early village

10. Mrs. Pred Eilerman, resident
11. Mr. Parker Woods, former president of the Woodside Foundation.
12. Mrs. Norma~Velliquette, life resident, pioneer family of Woodside.

13, CROSSROADS wy Giluvert Richards (1973)
1l4. Joseph Hallett, Life resident

15. Vern Kelly, Life Resident



INFORMATION SOURCES =

Pictures etc. :- Elsa ¥Hueller - photos & re

Norma Velliquette ® # ( related to
Chairmen's " " Fred Mighall)
Libraries := San M. Museum Library

Independ, Hall Ledgers
M " Share Books
Microfilm of SH Gazette

Redwood Eity Library
Maps

Richard ochellens Collection ( mostly RCLemo.,

RedW Stand. )
Ietters :=- Blanche Coats
Parker Wood ( Chair.Youth activ.)

Woocdside TH Archives:- Paper Clippings
County Dept. Of Records
" Assesors Office

Title & Trust Co,

Books :- Gil Richards " Croos Roads ¥

Phone Calls & Interviews :- John Volpiano
Joe Hallett
Vern Kelly
Elsa mueller
Norma Velliquette
Loraine Eilerman

Blanche Coats
Parker Wood
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= CONTENIS =

- FOLIC 1 -
(Facts)
Independence Hall -QOutline History 1
" ' " ledger - first existing page -2
" " " - incorporation & Hall moving 3
" ".' " - Jast pége (SM Hist. Museum Libr.) &4
" "  Share Certificate woon " K 5
Newspaper excerpts noon i " 6
(and Mr, R. Schellens collect., RC Library)
letters,Mrs. Blanche Walker Coats 7
Mr. Parker Wood 8
Article on Scout Hall Dedication (Velliquette collect.) g
Independence Hall Floor Plan 10
" " (ie) School Plot Plan 11, 1lla
" v " Woodside Town lap 12
" ® " South San Mateo County Map 13
United States Geological Survey - Woodside, California 14
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= QUTLINE HISTCRY OF INDEPENDENCE HAL

Hall built by Association on Kelly/School Property 7 1881 7 1884

" moved to 129 Albion Ave. ( not known why ) 1804
%  property payment completed to lMr. George Ross 1902
" minimal use ( during World War 1 years ) 1914
" Dbought from Association & operated by Mr. Henry Koop 1919
" c¢losed by court order of Judge Griffin ( rowdy parties ) 1921
" bought by Fred Mighall ~ around 1922

"

I

n

reopened by Scout Hall Comm.,& Mr, Mighall ( funds,Communit.Chest)1944

management; change Youth Activities Comm., later Wds. Foundat. 1960
~c]-ésed,.,1§zck‘gf funding: -~ & ¢ : ot ~ Cwe 1970

to be moved or torn down , request of owner,(relative F. Mighall)ig77
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! The atigpdance w23 largs, Pﬂ&!n@d' Man&a I
fisell represented, Tha rusic was furnished by

—

nr. Richord Sche,\\ens CollecTion
Redwood Q(Tllbl‘ﬁ-(’

A7 Deém 1- 4-9é'*A very pleasant danas s pglven aysthe &ounﬁ men5«

5% our vITiace in (ngependent Hall 1sst Saturday sveming, in hane .
of the New Yeaer., Lusic msg furnishad by local teleat and dane- "7
lag wes indulged in until midaslght. when al&udeparsed after ! aving.
v*ent a vory p easani evening.  Thuse preesnt ware: Wispes .
tuey unﬁ-’da 2 otiger, 3elle Moirihur, Mg 48Hmaﬂ ‘(¥pna, FTate

ang Lesrgette 3quires, lucy ! tighael Grace DearvorP: Naggie

Myers, .uze and Laura Shine, Elapche Taitker, Anits kc“ovmiﬂk

hpnes .ariy, addie Tripp, eorgie Leigenhurat, Vesdamds AYOUS

ard U'cArthur, !'essrs H& and George Groeley, EA. Cooney, 4dhry

ara (s rge ”Cnrthuf, £, Early, charles Gopd, Peter Fansoh, D.

Dv 8, d “hine, Jiarence KMslvim, Al Kewaah, J. v. Johascn,

o, L, wntte, sd Velleti, Harry Jimison, Fred Lﬁslie, raarpa
fherton, J. V. “0111,5abead Gearsa ttot - and 311 am FEanson.”
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. 8-&—«&1 A lares aﬁd nntﬁﬁsias:ic swoting ws5 hald in Indopendaent
Tall Sayurﬂay night ‘under the susploees of the locsl pegbers of the
winte kozen's cuffrace Assn, Tne audience was addressed by -Lrd
Leurs Aidi671177THG state crganirer of precimet cluba, hev. F. dare
of fiedwood | W . Jwitrer of Fale Alte, Fr. J. Xreiss of thn can;and&,

nd ' Rpc&@;ng nf #cdnide. .. The -ﬂ§5$§g ang Tocllowsd by an
improngtu aancy uartic!pntﬁd in Ly Lhe young peoplo of W¢odtbdeﬁ.

Tripp store collection:

"$5.00. #ooastde Jan 9th 189Q. R. 0. Tripp, Treaserer of Fall,
pey to the order of H, Laurillierd FPive Dollars., Value received

and ¢harge the same to account of Indepengent Hall Asaocihi&gﬂ.
for tuneiqg end repairing pleno, G. D. Greeley, gee." ’

4o"#8.75 to C. Lerson (resson not snaued)....¢1ﬂnependenae Hall
Association, G. D. Sreeley, sec,®

Lt

do "36.00 to P&ury noop, for 1aaor on hull\..;ndepaudence Uall Ass
G. D. Greeley." -

do $11.75 to F. W, 3m% Glennsn (Glenncn) for insursnce.,...lnde-
ptnaence Hall Assccia3ion, G. D Grteley

-RC Std 12»18 19: "The old Inﬁe endlnce :

markl of Woodside, was 80ld by the hall assn 1aat
Koop, who will eontinue the buildlns as an azu

Tﬁ‘"ﬁill wes erscted in 1881 By a mmber of ent
citizens of Woodaide and Tor MAny years was the’

‘enjoyable affairs. Many of the pld: #tockholders hav
passsd away, 80 thea assn thoughb ‘bast to dispos
property. Henry Jenkinl wns aacratnry or,t
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Excerpl ZFrom News Relicle
( velvquelle Cotledlion 9

WOODSIDE — Dedicatory cerée-
monics on Sunday aflerncon, Nov.
», will fermally open the Scout Hall
in Woodside as an activity center
for the young people of »Pol'to!a and
Woodside.

The dedication of Scout H4iJ will
he a memorable event in tRe annaly
yof Woadside's ploturesque history,
ieaders predicued, hecause
Sihie cotorful history ol an o
pmark, it represents the realiuution
fof a dream for thosa inlerested in
" the welfaie of youth, and to youth,

it. means a suitable meeting place

t
1
i

i for future ac_tivitie’é:.ﬁww'

..

| keeSemanbaieivesiangm, M. Siler-| Rice, George H. Buek {Judge Juek?,

iman sugpgested the old, unused . In-
dependence Hall be rernovated to

i accommodate the youlh groups of
l“'hﬁ ceminunity, e aspproached

—emmme— M ATt By,

hall,

Although the building is respiei-
dent in its coat of paint and sub-
stantinl brick approach, its modern
plumbing and transluscent lights,
there stiil remains the aura of the
past, dating bacl to 1884 when it
vwayg ereciéd where the John J. Kel-
ey home now is. A corporation,
known as the Independence Haill
Assn, had charge of the affairs of
the hall. Stocks were sold at §5 a
ghare and listed as ecarly stockhold-
ers were IDr. Robert O, Tripp, J, K,
G. Winkler, J. T. C. Winkler, E. H.
L. Winitler, IIenry Koop, Hugh'
Heary Jenkins, G, D.
Greely, Nicholas Hangen, W. J. Me-
Nulty, A. Haliburton, George .

Thainas Suine, T, 11 Romsey, E. D.

Jones, *J. V. Ilollinshead, G. M.
Saunders, “fhomas Bavly, A, A,
Neunian,

Just 50 yoars :ago' in October the
hall was mioved to its present loca-

i¥red RMizhall, who awns the prop-
arty and found an inferested. pub-
e spirited helper. Ju the nezovia-
tions that followed, the Woodside-
Portola 3oy Scout Tronp committee
leased the building untit 1959 for
the payment of the annual iaxes.
Chief Join Volpizno was naned as
chairman of the :emodeling com-
mittee and wori went forward with
S0 Serving  witn Voipiano
weve Bmith, 11 WL Carvaontisy of the
tRed Teather Producls, who acted
pas orchitert: Griff Niclolis  had
clhinvge of nanees, and Mighali and
IZierman had charge of the qerual
wmodeling, labor and  materials,
Faohert Ridael aotod srefary
For the piojeci. Lt went  out
Aand all noney for maieriais and
Coqipment was acognired  entirely
Pthrowgh focsd annations which are
sull being recesved, Practionliy all
Inbor was doonted by viorpenlers,
Cpiumbers, electricines and painters
taf Redwood € Soed Woetdside,
Clovery doonl oy scont has done s
sshare of work on the remodeling
songd witll assislt onothe enre ol the

P

tion and up until about a decade
ago was tho gcene of varied activi-
fies. in the early 1900's eseveral
dances a month were often sche-
duled, Stanford University groups
being regularly on the list. There
were socials, political ratlies ang
dancing classes. The churpe for
rental  appocently  vavied, o a
nmiedicine show it was as bigh o=an
$15 wnd fov a chureh socinl @5 lew
1.75, One continuous “lem of

85" was the paymeul of 3l
for “zsweeping the floor mwt fiding
the lamps."

In this dedication {heve is
sented much n-ore (hon ihe estai-
flishinent of o meeting ploce ar the
veconv rsion of un old hau, 11 s the

Toondside citiaens who
rod oo coate foon!
rnd 1L s oan e s

cli uny corsooamt v

by a x1rou}p <
genuinely
youth aciivitics :
i plishment of w
could  be i jrroud,
i cluimed. of st
[ithe Boy Seout Troop ecorn

Ghreen coamed to o attend to ot

R

wrden s

daring of all evenils 1 ine
Hall, Of this committee, ¥he €
John Volpiano is chaivva s
Robert, 1iddel as sec

members of the Tev. Pl

anfant, Rieleimon and Slva il

TejIe

realivation of .« wortitwbiie Lo cen

SCOME

ief
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INDEPENDENCE HALL*WOODSIDE, CA. |
FlLoor Plan of Hall.
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INDEPENDENCE HALL*WOODSIDE, CA.
Elementary School Plot Plan

Boundaries
North - Woodside Road

South - Bear Gulch Creek

East - ILand of Morrow

West - Land of yeiliquette
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INDEPENDENCE HALL*WOODSIDE, CA.
Elementary School Plot Plan

Boundaries
Noérth - Woodside Road
South™= Bear Gulch Creek

East « Land of Morrow
West - Land of Villiquette
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Woodside Map (partial)
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INDEPENDENCE HALL*WOODSIDE, CA.
¢ South San Wateo County Map

Indicating Location of Woodside.
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INDEPENDENCE HALL*xWOODSIDE, CA.
Date 1977

Artist - Prances Roesler

Sketch 8f I%depend%nce ¥all gnh 1

BT3BRsST F5vendy Fo8AgNSATY Schoo
Photo #10B
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