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1. Name
higoric  Willard House and Clock Musaum
and/or common Same
2. Location
street & number jj Willard Street NAAMt for publication
city, town Grafton NA vicinity of congressional district 3d
state  Mass. code 025 county Worcester code
3. Classiffication
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public X. occupied agriculture X museum
2L building(s) JE private unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object A/” in process A yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:
4. Owner off Property
name Willard House and Clock Musaum, Inc.
street & number H Willard Street
city, town Grafton NA vicinity of state Mass.
5. Location off Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Worcester Registry of Deeds
street & number 2 Main Street
city, town Worcester state Mass.
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Inventory of the Historic Assets
title nf the rnmmnnwpalth #"0 has this property been determined elegible? yes no
dte 1958 -federal " state . county local

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Commission

city, town Boston state  Mass.



7' DeSCFIptIOI’] Willard House & ClockMuselim, 11 Willard St., Grafton
Condition Check one Check one "N U kWi
N excel | ent deteriorated unal tered N ooriginal site

good ruins x atered noved date _

fair unexposed

Describethe present and original (if known) physical appearance

The W lardHouse stands ina rural section of the village of North Gafton.
This col onial period farnhouse faces south, overlooking 9 Y2 acres of open |and
on the west side of WllardStreet.

Today the Wl ard House presents a 2 1/2 story, saltbox formwith an asymetrical,
3 bay facade --an appearance that reflects the physical growth of the building.
As originally constructed in 1718, the Wl ard Huse consisted of only one room
with a sleeping loft above. |t is thought that the westemside of the house and
the second story were added ca. 1760, and that the leanto was added ina third
construction phase of unknown date. A gabled, two story ell was added at the
northwest comer in 1970, when the house vas restored.

Built on a fieldstonefoundation, the house's post and beamfrane i s sheathed in
clapboard and enclosed by a gable roof. A large chimrmey is placed just behind the
ridgepole and slightly off center. @ the main block of the house, narrow 69 w ndows
are set inprojecting frames, those on the first floor having bold com ces. The
doorways on the facade and east side have simlar comces. (n the rear (north)
elevation are a single 9 wndow arid a small entrance vestibule. The northwest el |
h:l:\s smaller 66 wndows inflush franes, with a nodembay w ndowon its northem

el evation.

The interior of the WllardHouse retains its period design. Major features include
a narrow center stairway with a closed stringcourse, feather-edge panelling, original
mant el pi eces, and exposed post and beamconstruction.

In 1968 the Wl ard House vas purchased for use as a nuseum Restoration work undertaken
between 1969 and 1971 included replacing al | of the clapboard siding, recovering the

roof with wood shingles, and replacing the wi de Federal -period w ndows on the east and
south sides with the original wndow configuration.

Al so | ocated on the property, adjacent to the house, are a clock shop and bam The
clock shop, a small one story, one roomstructurewith a gable roof, was built in 1766.
This utilitarian structurehas post and beamconstruction, small paired w ndows, and
an of fset, unomanented doorway. Inside are sinply Panelled and wai nscoted wal | s;

wor kbenches |ine the south and east sides. At sone |ater tine the house and cl ockshop
were joined by a shed, which was |ast used for a horse, stall and storage. Wth the
restoration, this structurewas converted into a small gift shop. 1In 1976, a 20' by
30" gallery was added to the north side of the gift shop.

Al though the Wl ard House's original bam was destroyed by fire nany years ago, i ts
foundation was still evident when the house was purchased for a nuseum A new bam
was raised on the site, re-using the frame of an 18th century tavem The square,
gabl ed structure has vertical wood siding, double doors on the south elevation, and
smal | square w ndows.



8. Signifficance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture, religion
1400-1499 A archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 X architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
_2L-1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater .
1900- communications A industry politics/government transportation
A invention . other (specify)
Specific dates 1718 Bui | der/ Archi tect Joseph W lard

St at ement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Wllard House i ssignificant forits associations with four fanous cl ockmakers
of the 18th andearly 19th centuries and as an exanpl e of evol ving col onial

period architecture 1 nGafton. The property retains integrity of design, setting,
and location and neets criteria B and C of the National Register of Historic Places.

The Wllard House was built i n 1718 by Major Joseph Wllard -- a farmer, mlitiaman,
and one of the earliest settlers i ntown. He was a descendant of Major Snon Wl ard,
the founder of Concord, Mass. Sonewhat |ater, Joseph's son and daughter-in-|aw,
Benjamn and Sarah Wl lard, also occupiedthe house with their 10 children. Four of
Benjamn and Sarah's children becane fanous as cl ocknakers; all four were bomi n

the Wllard House between 1743 and 1757.

Benjamn the third child and ol dest son, was bom i n 1743 and died i n 1803. The
west side of the house was given to Benjamn i n 1764, and the cl ockshopwas bui |t
for himi n1766. Benjamn nay have apprenticed t o the Cheneys of East Hartford,
onn., and probably taught hi's younger brothers the cl ocknaki n%trade; he worked i n
Grafton, Lexington and Roxbury, Mass. Several nusical clocks by Benjamn are known.

Snon, the 8thchild (1753-1848), worked i nGafton and Roxbury, nmaking his first

clock at the age of 17. The nost prom nent of the Vitllard cl ockmakers, S non invented a
cl ock- powered jack for roasti n? meats, patented the |ighthouse clock, and produced

tall clocks, Massachusetts shelf clock's and tower clocks. @ his 11 childrenby

his second wi fe, three becane associated with the clock business; nany of hi s apprentices
becane notable i nthe craft.

Ephraim (1755-?) was the 9thchild of Benjamn and Sarah Wllard. Althoughhe worked i n
Grafton, Medford, Roxbury, and Boston, fewof his clocks are knowntoday.

Aaron, the 10th child (1757-1844), i s second to Snon i nhistorical significance. Aaron
apprenticed to hi sbrothers Benjamin and S non, andworked i nGafton, Roxbury and
Boston. Devel opment of the Massachusetts shelf clock iscredited toAaron. G his
nine children, Aaron Jr. becane a ciockmaker credited with devel opment of the lyre

wal | clock, and Henr?/ becane prom nent as a cabi net maker, producingclock casesfor

his relatives aswell as for other |eading clocknakers.

The best known of the Wl lards' achievenents are the devel opnent of the banjo clock
formand the popul arization of the Roxbury tall clock case. Wllard clocks are
highly prized today, and canbe found i nthe United states Capitol, Wite House,
and State Departnent, aswell as i ncountless institutional andprivate collections.

The Wllard House and d ock Miseumare significant as the hone and early workshop of
these fanmous cl ocknmakers. The house presents a visible history of architectural
growth and change t o acconodate the famly, and i sthe ol dest residence extant i n



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences

Distin, WlliamH and Bi shop, Robert
The Arerican dock. New York: EP. Dutton § ., 1976
See Continuation Sheet

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property . 9.51

Quadrangle name Grafton, Mass. Quadrangle scale 1: 24000
UMT References
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Verbal boundary description and justification

See attached deed description.

List allstates and counties forproperties overlapping state orcounty boundaries

state NA code county code

state code county code

11. Form PreparedBy
nan@/title Vendy Frontiero, Preservation Planner with Russell Bath, Wllard Huse and d ock

_— . . . Musaum | nc.
organization Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion dete March 1, 1982
street &number 294 Washington Street telephone 617-727-8470
city ortown  BOStONn state Mass.

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication

The evaluated significance ofthis property within the stateis:

national -\Astate local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property forinclusion inthe National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according tothe criteria and procedures set forth>by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signhature

titte Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commisson dae

For HCRS use only

i hereby eertify that this preperty is ideluded in the National Register
Entered in,tha .
Hatlonal Begjteteis date <IgXNN2-

eeper of the National Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registration

GPO 938 835
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Grafton. An unusual survivor, the clockshop is a good exanpl e of small scale
crafts production inthe 18th century.

The W llard House property nay contain historic archaeological resources relating
to the site's use for crafts production and as a residence and farm in the 18th and
early 19th centuries. Expected classes of archaeol ogical data include subsurface
deposits of cultural material associated with clockmaking, domestic and agrarian
activities. Archaeological investigation and analysis of cultural deposits on the
site could provide a rare assenbl age of artifacts relating t ospecializedcrafts

production, and thus contributes greatly tothe existing docunentary record concerning
18th century clockmaking in Anerica.
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Wllard, John Vdre

Snmon Wilard and Hi s Cl ocks. New York: Dover Publications, Inc., 1968. (Originally
published 1911).
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?' (THE FOLLOWING ISNOT A PART OF THE DEED, ANDIS NOT TO BE RECORDED.)

A . CHAPTER 183, SECTION 11, GENERAL LAWS

A deed in substance following the form entided "Quitdaim Deed" shall when duly executed have the force and
effect of a deed in fee simple to the grantee, his heirs and assigns, to his and their own use, with covenants on the
part of the grantor, for himself, his heirs, executors, administrators and successors, with the grantee, his heirs, successors
and assgns, that a the time of the delivery of sudi deed the premises were free from all encumbrances made by
bim, and that he will, and his heirs, exeaitors and administrators shall, warrant and defend the same to thc grantee
and his heirs and assgns forever against the lawful daims and demands of all persons claiming by, tlirough or under

the grantor, but against none other.
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see continuation sheet
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1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

4. Owner of Property

N..substantive

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

7. Description

.nilm

summary paragraph
completeness

clarity
alterations/integrity
dates

boundary selection

reasons discussed below



8. Significance

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas
checlted

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Oeographical Data

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

13. Other
Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached

Phone:

sheet

202

272 -3."















Willard House and Clockshop
Willard Street
It Grajlon. Mass. 01519

March 10, 1982

Patricia L. Weslowski , Executive Director

M assachusetts Historical Commission

294 Washington St. RECEIVED
Boston, MA 02108

Dear Ms. WesnowskKi:

MASS. ir.ST. COMM.
The Trustees of the Willard House and Clock
Museum, Inc. unanimously support the application for
nomination of thiIssMuseum to the National Register of
Historic Places.

Benjamin, Simon, Ephraim and Aaron Willard
were born in this house and made clocks here. Their
clocks are represented in the Capitol, White House,
Smithsonian Institute and the State Department as well
as the major museums throughout the United States.
Their lives were significantin our past and added a great
heritage to this country in the field of decorative arts.

Sincerely yours,

Roger W. Robinson
President of Trustees
Willard House & Clock Museum, Inc.

RWR/r



®Quin of C&rdim

UlaHHadiUBEtH

RECEIVED

BOARD OF SELECTMEN

March 10, 1982

MASS HGI. GCOMM.

Patricia L. Wesl owski, Executive Director
State Historic Preservation Officer
Massachusetts Historical Coinmission

294 Washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02108

Dear Ms. Wesl owski :

The W Ilard House i s anactive nuseumincorporated unddr the nane of

W llard House and Cl ock Miseum A great deal of effort has been nade
to restore the main house and associated out buildings t otheir original
authenticity. Sections of the nuseumhave been restored t othe period
of early 1700; while other parts have been restored upthrough theearly
1800' s.

The nusei xm has been furnished with authentic antique furnishings, but
nore importantly houses an exceptional collection of Wllard Clocks,
nmade by t he four brothers whowere born i nthis house, andtypical

cl ock-makers' tools (sone of which were actually used by the Wllards).

The grounds surrounding the nuseiimare primarily rural pastureland,
having been used i nrecent years for grazing cattle,.

The external appearance of the building, inasnuch aspossible, was
restored toitsoriginal appearance, even t ot he extent of relocating

wi ndows whi ch had been otherwise placed andwere detected when new
cl apboards were placed onthe building.

Ve feel that theoverall characteristics of the house andits contents
is worthy of consideration forthe National Register of Historic Places.

Yours truly,

GRAFTAON BOARD O SH ECTMEN

Richard J. Carlson
Chai r man

PID

cc: M ldred Bean, Chairman of Grafton Historic Comr ssion



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 washington Street
HISTORICAL Boston, Massachusetts

02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretafry of State
April 22, 1982 '3

M. Carol Shull, Acting Keeper
National Register of Historic Pl aces
National Park Service

Departnent of the Interior
Washington, DC 20243

Dear M. Shull:
Encl osed youwill find the follow ng nomnation forns:

Boston - Adans Nervine Asylum (state)
Boyal ston - Keyes - Dakin House (local)
Gafton - Wllard House and dock Miseun (state)
Hatfield - The dd M Il Site Historical District (local)
Hol den - Rogers House (| ocal)
Needham - Tol nan - Gy House EI ocal%
XiNton - Sade - Hovey House (local) Q\Tier objects
Sturbridge - Oiver Wght House (state)

ton - Know ton Hat Factory (local)
Ifeston - |saac Hobbs House (local)

Al'l have been voted eligibleby the State Review Board and have been
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Qanerswerenotified
of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting
and were afforded the opportunityto conment. Gonments received to date
are attached t othe nomnation forns.

Sincerely,

Candace Jenki j |
Registratibir' Director
Massachusetts Historical GComm ssion

G/ ant



