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~YERMONT 
Vermont Division for Historic Preservation 
Agency of Commerce and Community Development 
One National Life Drive 
Davis Building, 6th Floor 
Montpelier, VT 05620-0501 

http://accd.vermont.gov/strong communities/preservation/ 

January 28, 2016 

J. Paul Loether 
National Park Service 
National Register of Historic Places 
1201 Eye Street, NW 8th floor 
Washington, DC 20005 

RECEIVED 2280 

FEB - 5 2016 

[phone] 802-828-32 11 

[fax] 802-828-3206 

Nat. Re~ister of Historic Places 
Natwnal_ Park Service 

Re: Removal from the National Register of Historic Places for Property in Vermont 

Dear Mr. Loether: 

The Chittenden County Courthouse, formerly located at 180 Church Street in Burlington, VT, was listed in 
the National Register of Historic Places on April 11, 1973. It was severely damaged by fire on February 9, 
1982. The building was subsequently demolished and is no longer standing. According the National Register 
regulations, properties listed prior to December 13, 1980, can only be removed if: 

"The property has ceased to meet th~ criteria for listing in the National Register because 
the qualities which caused it to be originally listed have been lost or destroyed, or such 
qualities were lost subsequent to nomination and prior to listing." 

Because the building is no longer standing, it does not meet the criteria for listing in the National Register 
of Historic Places and has no historic integrity. As such, it meets the above requirement. 

Notification 
The property owner(s), Chief Elected Official and Regional Planning Commission were notified of the 
proposed nomination on December 3, 2015. 

IZI No objections to the delisting were submitted to the Division during the public comment period. 

□ An objection to the delisting was submitted to the Division during the public comment period . 

□ A letter of support for the delisting was submitted to the Division during the public comment 
period. 



Certified Local Government 

□ The property being nominated is not located in a CLG community. 

IZI The property being delisted is located in a CLG community. The Burlington Historic Preservation 
Review Committee acknowledged the request for delisting but did not submit formal comments. 

Rehabilitation Investment Tax Credits 

IZI This property is not utilizing the Rehabilitation Investment Tax Credits. 

D This property being rehabilitated using the Rehabilitation Investment Tax Credits. 

State Review Board 
The Vermont Advisory Council on Historic Preservation reviewed the request for delistin,g at its meeting on 
January 21, 2016. The Council voted that the property no longer meets the criteria for listing and should be 
removed from the National Register of Historic Places. 

If you have any questions concerning this nomination, please do not hesitate to contact me at (802) 828-
3043 or devin.colman@vermont.gov. 

Sincerely, 
VERMONT DIVISION FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION ~ a:: L,,L ____________ __ 

State Architectural Historian 
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17, OeSCRJPTION

mNDiTinw
□ Excellent ® Good Q Foir

(Check One)
O Deterioroted [ 1 Ruins CU Unexposed

(Check One)
1 1 Altered {3 Unoltered

(Check One)

Q Moved 13 Originol Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIQINAI. (U knomi) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Chittenden County Courthouse, designed by Burlington 
architect E. C. Bver. wa«; completed in 1872 . The new 
facility was erected to replace the old courthouse built 
in 1829.
The building, constructed in' Second Empire style, is two 
and one half stories high and is rectangular in plan. A 
three story tower is located at the northwest corner of the 
structure. The walls are constructed of blocks of local 
redstone in combination with blue-grey Isle La Motte Stone.
The stories are divided on the exterior by chisled stone belt 
courses. The quoins, windoAv arches, cornices and chimney 
caps are all executed in cut stone.\The first floor is lined 
by double windows divided by a band of stone and capped by 
stone double arches. The second story contains the large 
roman arched windows which light the courtroom and chambers. 
The structure is surmounted by a bracketed cornice and mansard 
roof. Several recessed, pedimented dormers, alternating with 
the chimneys on the side elevations, are located along the 
mansard roof. ^ The roof is sheathed with light and dark bands 
of rectangular, clipped and scalloped slate shingles

The courthouse is entered via a round arched entranceway with 
a paneled hardwood door. The entrance is proceeded by a 
flight of steps leading to a one story stone porch. Two sets 
of triple stone columns support the porch roof ^^^hich has a 
bracketed cornice surmounted by a balustrade.

The tower roof takes the form of ivhat is referred to in 
contemporary accounts as a "French Dome", square at the base 
and octagonal at the top. This "French Dome" has louvered 
dormers, is also sheathed with colored bands of slates, and 
is encircled at the top by an ornamental iron railing^-*.

Of particular interest in the interior is the second floor 
courtroom. It is approached via a carved and polished hard
wood main staircase. The courtroom is entered through an 
elaborately paneled round arched hardwood door surmounted by 
a semi-circular window of glass etched with an allegorical 
design.
The room measures 50 feet by 47 feet by 21 feet. This larj 
space is fully wainscoted and paneled. The walnut bench 
located in a shallow arched recess in the east wall. Th< 
room is lit by six large round arched windows and has an 
ornate stamped metal ceiling.
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The Chittenden County Courthouse , designed by Burlington 
architect E1 C. Rye r , ~as comp leted in 1872 . The new 
facility was erected to rep lace t he old courthouse built 
in 182 9 . 

The building , constructed iJ Se cond Emp ire style, is t wo 
and one half stories hi gh and is rectangular in plan . A 
three story towe r is located at t he northwest corner of the 
structure. The walls are constructed of b locks of local 
redstone in comb ination with blue-grey Isle La Motte Stone . 
The stories arc divided on the exterior by chisled stone belt 
courses. The quoins , window arches 1 cornices and chimney 
caps are all executed in cut stone . , The first floor is lined 
by double windows divided by a band of stone and capped by 
stone double arches . The second story contains the larGe 
roman arched windows which li gh t the courtroom and ch ambers. 
The structure is surmounted by a bracketed cornice and mansard 
roof . Several recessed, pedimented dormers , alternating wi t h 
the chimneys '\n the side elevations , are located along the 
mansa rd roof . The roof is sheathed with light and dark bands 
of rectangular , clipped and scalloped slate shingles ., 

The courthouse is entered via a round arched entranceway with 
a paneled hardwood door . The entrance is proceeded by a 
flight of steps leading to a one story stone porch. Two sets 
of triple stone columns support the porch roof whi ch has a 
b racke ted cornice surmounted by a balustrade . 

The tower roof takes the form of what is referred to in 
contitmporary accounts as a "French Dome" , square at the base 
and octagonal at the top. This "French Dome" has louvered 
dormers , is also sheathed with colored bands of slates , and 
is encircled at the top by an ornamental iron railing.-

Of particular interest in the interior is the second floor 
courtroom. It is approached via a carved and polished hard 
wood ma in staircase . The courtroom is entered t h rough an 
elaborately paneled round arched hardwoo~ door surmoun!ed by 
a semi-circular window of glass etched with an allegorical 
design . 

The room measures SO feet by 4 7 feet by 21 ·feet . This lar 
space is fully wainscoted and panel~d . The wa lnut bench "-' 
located in a shallow arched recess 1n the east wall . Th 

· room is lit by six large round arched windows and has 
ornate stamped metal ceiling . 
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Trans portotion

•jp Urban Plonntng 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The fact that the architect was able to successfully translate 
a common Victorian building type (which was usually executed 
in brick or clapboard) into a richly polychromed stone 
building utilizing local materials and labor, makes the 
Chittenden Courthouse a unique and valuable architectural 
resource.
The building, along with the Smith-Goldberg U.S. Army Reserve 
Center just to the north, forms an important architectural 
nucleus in rapidly changing downtown Burlington.
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The fact that the architect was able to successfully translate 
a common victorian building type (which was usually executed 
in brick or clapboard) into a richly polychromed stone 
building utilizing local materials and labor , makes the 
Chittenden Courthouse a unique and valuable architectural 
resource . 

The building , along with the Smith-Goldberg U. S. Army Reserve 
Center just to the north , forms an important architectural 
nucleus in rapidly changing downtown Burlington . 
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NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION
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