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The Cn1tteqdcn County Courthouse, designed by Burlington

architect B, C. Ryver, was comploteu in 1872. The new
facility was erected to replace the old courthouse built
in 1829.

The building, constructed:u}Sccond Empire style, is two

and onc nalI stories high and is rectangular in plan. A
three story tower is located at the northwest corner of the
structure. The walls are constructed of blocks of local
redstone in combination with blue-grey Isle La Motte Stone.
The stories are divided on the exterior by chisled stone belt
courses. The quoins, window arches, cornices and chimney
caps are all executed in cut stone. ‘.The first floor is 1lined
by double windows divided by a band of stone and capped by
stone double arches. 'he second story contains the large
roman arched windows which light the courtroom and chambers.
The structure is surmounted by a bracketed cornice and mansard
roof. Several recessed, pedimented dormers, alternating with
the chimneys n the side elevations, are located along the
mansard roof. * The roof is sheathed with light and dark bands
of rectangular, clipped and scalloped slate shingles .
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The courthouse is entered via a round arched entranceway with
a paneled hardwood door. The entrance is proceeded by a
flight of steps leading to a one story stone porch. Two sets
of triple stone columns support the porch roof which has a
bracketed cornice surmounted by a balustrade.

The tower roof takes the form of what is referred to in
contemporary accounts as a ""French Dome'", square at the base
and octagonal at the top. This "French Dome" has louvered
dormers, is also sheathed with colored bands of slates, and
is encircled at the top by an ornamental iron railing.~
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O0f particular interest in the interior is the second floor
courtroom. It is approached via a carved and polished hard-
wood main staircase. The courtroom is entered through an
elaborately paneled round arched hardwood door surmounted by
a semi-circular window of glass etched with an allegorical
design.

/ =g
‘The room measures 50 feet by 47 feet by 21 feet. This lar gel ‘};Tlg%
space is fully wainscoted and paneled. The walnut bench 1§§' :&-(“ e
located in a shallow arched recess in the east wall. The'l” ig}ﬁw A
4 room is 1lit by six large round arched windows and has an/= \
“ornate stamped metal ccilling. ;
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The fact that the architect was able to successfully translate
a common victorian building type (which was usually executed
in brick or clapboard) into a richly polychromed stone
building utilizing local materials and labor, makes the
Chittenden Courthouse a unique and valuable architectural

The buillding, along with the Smith-Goldberg U.S. Army Reserve
Center just to the north, forms an important architectural
nucleus in rapidly changing downtown Burlington.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
890-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National State Local

Name /%/Zm,,/ & %

rieDirector of Historic Sites
State Liaison Ozfficer

11-2-72

Date

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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