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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL AFPEARANCE

The Absecen Lighthouse was built in 1856 by the United States
Government at the northern end of Absecon Island, now Atlantic City. It
was built of iron and brick and towers 171 feet above the gromnd, It is
circular measuring 27 feet in diameter at the base and 13' 7" at the lens
chamber, —An iron spiral staircase extends from the base to the lens
chamber. Iron Irames with large, rectangular glass panes support a 12
sided pyramid roof. A catwalk at a storage level just below The lens
provided the lightkeeper with a view of the inlet. v

The light was installed in the lighthouse in.1857. It was fired
by mineral oil and intensified by a "Fresnel lens of the first order”.

It was r_gg;gced in 1910 by an :lncandescant oil vapor lamp and in 1925 by
electricity. «
- The lighthouse was decommissioned in 1933. Originally there was a

keepers house, an assistant keepers house “and en o1l house on the
property. These are shown in early photogr;phs, but were greatly re-
modeled and torn down before the property was deeded to the State.

The lighthouse which was bullt near the 1nlet in an area where
there were few houses is now one mile from the same inlet in a totally
built-up area.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Absecon Lighthouse is significant for navigational history and
for it architecture. The building was erected in 1856 under the direction
of Ii, Qeorge Meade, later commander of Union forces at Gettysburg. It
served mariners along the coast from 1857 until 1933, It was erected as
one of several lighhouses exterlding frem Sandy Hook to Cape May. TIts
beacen, visible for 20 miles, provided a measure of safety to ships en-

St

gaged in coastal trade and to yachtsmen searching for the inlet.

Prior to being built several ships and well over a thousand people
perished along the shoal area of Brigantine Beach and Atlantic City.

. - The building, discribed in the préce hysical appearance has
Historic American Building's Survey status for )the lighthouse structures.

\Thg,-.kge,}?gr_?@talling was demolished before drawings were made of that

structure.

Today there is a amall museum in a new building érected at the base.
It is opened to the public during Atlantic City's tourist season, May
through September.
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NAME AND TITLE:

Charles Wilson, Jr. , Archeologist

ORG'ANIZATION

Historic Sites Seétion, Department of Enviro

ion «July, 19 70

STREET AND NUMBER:

Box 1420

CITY OR TOWN:
Trenton

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:
National [X State [ Local (7]

The recommended

Title Commi saioner, Department of =
Envirommental Protection

Date September 11, 1970

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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