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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

In Area no. Form no. 

130-K 

I 1, Town W o r c e s t e r 

Address 36 Chathairi S t r e e t 

Name C a t h e d r a l Church o f S t . P a u l 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of fo rm 
Photo number 

Present use c h u r c h 

Roman C a t h o l l e B i s h o p of 
Present ownei V / o r c e s t e r 

[j.9 Elm S t r e e t , V /o rces t e r 

3. Description; 

Date 1869 

c o r n e r s t o n e 
R o l l 23 

4, Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

Source 

V i c t o r i a n G o t h i c Style_ 

Architect ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 5 ^ ^o^'^^x, h Son 

Exterior wall fabric r o c k - f a c e d g r a n i t e  

Outbuildings (describe) ° ^ 

Other features ^^-"^^^ y o v c h w i t h p o i n t e d 
c a r v e d ( f o l i a t e ) c a p i t a l s , c o r n e r tov/ 
w i t h c r e n e l l a t i o n s ^ b u t t r e s s e s ^ 
p i n n a c l e s 

no 

Altered 

Moved 

no Date 

Date 

U r M : 5. Lot size: 3 , p . 19A, 
l o t 7 

One acre or less 

2 6 , 1 0 2 s q . f t . 

X Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 1 5 0 ' 

|DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 
USGS Quadrant 

MHC Photo no. 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 
101 

S, Lee 
6. Recorded by e d . 3 . T . P f e i f f e r 

Organization W o r c . H e r i t a g e P r e s . Soc, 

Date J anua ry 19 76 

(over) 

5M-2-75-R061465 (20M-2'^76) 



7. Original owner (if known) S t . Pau l ' s Roman C a t h o l i c Church 

Original use church 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9, Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

Begun i n 1868 and completed (with the exception of i t s tower) i n iQ lk t the 
Cathedral Church of St. Paul (also known as St. Paul's Roman Catholic Church) 
i s perhaps V/orcester's f i n e s t V i c t o r i a i i Gothic church b u i l d i n g . The church 
has a t r a d i t i o n a l plan of nave and transept w i t h covered side a i s l e s . The 
building's m.ajor facade (north) i s asymmetrical with a square~plan tovrer 
(west), gable w i t h pointed arch windov;s, and a secondary tovier w i t h stone 
t u r r e t (east). The major tower rises i n stages w i t h buttresses at i t s 
corners; above the riage of the nave t h i s tower has a b e l f r y form.ed b; 
pointed archesj above the tower i s surrounded by a crenellated parapet w i t h 
pinnacles at i t s four corners. Also on the facade i s an open porch made up 
of pointed arches set i n polished granite columns. The side walls of the 
church are divided i n t o bays of equal size, each containing a pointed arch 
window at the ground l e v e l and a sm^aller one at the cle r e s t o r y . Unlike 
most l o c a l Romaji Catholic churches (which were designed by several Boston 
architects chosen by the archdiocese), St. Paul's was designed by a Worcester 
a r c h i t e c t , Elbridge"Boyden. The b u i l d i n g i s constructed of gray granite 
and cost $200,000 to":build. . In I889 tht: tovrer was completed, based on 
Boyden's o r i g i n a l plans of which a water-color rendering i s i n the c o l l e c t i o n 
of the Worcester H i s t o r i c a l Society. 

St. Paul's Parish was formed by John Power, rector of St. Anne's Parish, 
who purchased the s i t e of St. Paul's Church i n I866, A b u i l d i n g fund was 
established i n I867 and the basement of the present b u i l d i n g completed i n 
1869, Services were held i n the basement beginning July I4., I869, u n t i l the 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

Worcester H i s t o r i c a l Society. A r c h i t e c t u r a l drawings. 
V/orcester Telegram, 14/29/1923. 
Nutt, G. History of V/orcester, pp. 870-87li- (photo.) 
SteveiTS, C.E, Worcester Churches, p. I I 3 (architect's drawings) 

(cont.) 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINU.̂ TION SHEET 

MASSAaaiSETTS HISTORICAL CCM ÎISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Community: 

Worcester 

Form No: 

130-M 

Pi-opertv Name: 
_f:atho^r.^.l HhnrP.h nf St.. VR-.II 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below, 

9, main church h a l l i^as comple ted . By I869 the congrega t ion had grown to 
3600 members. Land n e i g h b o r i n g the church was g r a d u a l l y purchased. I n 
1906 a women's hoxae was founded , i n 1912 a p a r o c h i a l school was opened, 
and i n 191k a- convent was comple ted . A t the h e i g h t o f the church ' s 
a c t i v i t y i t s p r o p e r t y housed mors than three hundred people i n i t s homes 
f o r women, "working g i r l s " and orphans . 

I n 1903 the i n t e r i o r of the church underwent a r e d e c o r a t i o n , thought t o 
have cos t $100,000. Accord ing to contemporary accounts , a main a l t a r o f 
w h i t e marb le , bronze gates f o r ths sanc tuary , s c u l p t e d s t a t i o n s o f the 
Cross and g o l d mosaic t i l e s i n the sanctuary were a l l ..added at- t h i s t irae, 
A more recen t modern iza t ion o f the i n t e r i o r , i n c l u d i n g a d d i t i o n o f new 
s t a i n e d glass windows, was c a r r i e d out i n the l a t e 1960s, and i n 1978 
the b u i l d i n g ' s e x t e r i o r was steam c leaned . 

Staple to Inven to ry form at bottom 
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m/ks Zf^ /pe^Ai^. /i>£f^ fmA'('AU,^/P mm^/p^ s/^A/^/^tUAi^, A^r~ 
ACIWY l^fPC f^f^YVA/uiA ei>,JtAhP 1mY4 SYA^A^YA^ PP S/<S/U/Pft:APrA ./I0 M^cmul^ 

A^ AYer ^Ai^ A^SAPP C^^^^Y P<̂ /̂ An̂ ^ m'PĴ Ait/(Ai . >^^<f û P̂ /t-K/m HAER 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304 
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