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7. DESCRIPTION 

The South School is located in the southem section of the town of Shutesbury, near the Pelham line, in a sparsely 
settled residential neighborhood. It stands in the Pelham Hills on a sloping lot of almost half an acre on the 
southeasterly comer of Schoolhouse and Baker roads, both of which are narrow and unpaved. The nearest 
building is a Greek Revival-style house directly opposite on Schoolhouse Road (1 Schoolhouse Road, MHC#66). 
The intersection of Baker and Schoolhouse roads is approximately 3 miles south of Shutesbury Center. 

Set back approximately 15 feet from Schoolhouse Road and 50 feet from Baker Road, the schoolhouse is 
surrounded by grass and shrubs that quickly give way to dense woods containing tall pine and hemlock trees. In 
front of the building are a small flower garden and a flagstone courtyard, now partly covered with turf. A low 
stone wall set back nearly flush with the line of the building runs along Schoolhouse Road, stopping to allow 
access to the building, before continuing to Baker Road, where it becomes a low rubble wall extending along the 
Baker Road property line. An intact circular, mortared stone well that is approximately two feet tall with a 3'6" 
diameter stands about 40 feet from the building towards Baker Road. Water was observed in the bottom of it as 
recently as 2004, but the opening has since been covered with a metal plate and stone to prevent an accident. 

The schoolhouse rises 1 stories from a granite slab foundation to a side-gable roof covered with asphalt 
shingles that date to 1994. Original roofing was cedar shingle. One brick chimney rises through the west end of 
roof ridge. The building is approximately 20 feet tall at its peak and rectangular in plan. It is three bays wide by 
two deep (25.5 x 18 feet). It is a post and beam stmcture, with predominantly chestnut timbers. A dilapidated 
shed (11x11 feet), set back from the fa9ade about 8 feet, extends east from the east gable end. Framed with 
hewn chestnut posts and beams (8x8s), and resting on a rubblestone foundation, the structure is open on the 
south, and its roof has caved in. 

The fa9ade of the building faces south, giving it a side orientation, i.e., its back is to Baker Road and its west 
gable end faces Schoolhouse Road. The main entry, slightly inset in the eastem-most bay of the fa9ade, has a 
plain architrave surrounding a batten door with hand-carved wooden pull. The door probably dates to the mid-
20th century. Historic photos show that the entry was once surmounted by 5-light transom window. The first 
floor windows— t̂wo on each elevation except the east—contain 6/6 sash in simple frames. Windows on the 
flanks are set at the comice line. A small, single-pane window in the west gable end lights the attic. The attic 
window and those on the north elevation are flanked by shutters that do not appear in early 20th century photos 
of the school. The east gable end has no openings. 

The building is clad with cedar clapboards. Trim consists of a sill board and narrow comerboards rising to a 
boxed, molded, and projecting comice. The simple trim, rectangular, transom over the entry (now gone), 
windows set at the comice line, and side gable form place the building into the vemacular Federal style that was 
typical of modest houses and one-room school buildings in Shutesbury during the first three decades of the 19th 
century. The rather deep projection of the eaves is typical of the third and later decades of the century when the 

(continued) 
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Greek Revival style began to make its way into the countryside. Nails salvaged from the sheathing and 
clapboards are difficult to date, due to mst, but they are machine-cut and headed, which dates them to after 1815. 

While there was a privy on the property, its location has not been established. A former student writing about her 
memories of the school notes that a primitive outhouse was in the woodshed. While there is no obvious surface 
evidence of a privy in the current attached shed, investigations of subsurface material have not been undertaken, 
and no trash pits have been identified to date. 

Interior 

The building was converted to residential use after 1939, but it retains the general configuration of a one-room 
school. The door at the southeast comer opens to an entry hall, which in tum leads to the classroom. A closet at 
the northeast comer of the building, behind the entry hall, is accessed from the classroom (see floor plan). These 
three spaces have similar finishes on their walls and ceilings. Walls of the classroom are covered with a low, 
vamished wainscot of vertical beaded boards that meets horizontal boards rising to the ceiling, which is covered 
with tongue and groove boards. The classroom floors are covered with pine boards of random length and width 
(some 18" wide). There is no evidence of desks having been bolted to the floor and no indication of blackboards 
having been mounted on the current wall coverings. The floor in the entry area is covered with narrow fir strips, 
which are slightly raised above the level of the floor in the classroom. Windows touch the ceiling and have 
simple frames with narrow muntins. The west end of the large room has a brick chimney with an opening for a 
former wood stove. A vent pipe serving a gas heater ascends up the east wall of the classroom, exiting to run 
horizontally across the ceiling of the entry hall. The building does not have a basement, but there is a crawl 
space. The building is wired for electricity, but the exterior junction box is no longer connected to the street 
power lines and the wiring is deteriorated. While there was reportedly a toilet and shower in the building, no 
evidence of a bathroom exits. There is an underground cistem of concrete construction adjacent to building on 
the north side, and there is a dry sink in the entry area that reportedly once had running water. (See section 8 for 
individual recollections.) 

The attic is reached from the closet, where there is a framed opening (2' x 3'6 ) in the ceiling. The hatch cover is 
missing, and access is by ladder. The ridge and rafter roof framing appears to date to the first half of 19"' century. 

Archaeological Description 

No ancient Native American sites are known on the school property or in the general area (within one mile). 
Environmental characteristics of the property are not especially well suited for the presence of ancient sites. The 
school occupies an excessively drained, level to moderately sloping terrace on a southwest-facing slope of the 
Pelham Hills. While the latter locational criteria (slope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) are generally 
favorable for the presence of ancient sites, the school is located over 1,000 feet from the nearest wetlands, an 

(continued) 
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unfavorable characteristic. Soil types in the area are also very stony with rocks common on the surface, another 
unfavorable characteristic. Given the above information, constmction of the school and related facilities, and the 
small size (0.5 acre) of the nominated property, a low potential exists for the recovery of ancient Native 
American resources. 

A high potential exists for locating historic archaeological resources on the school property. Stmctural evidence 
may survive from a school that served the southem part of town and built in one of five school districts in the 
town by 1781. The precise location of the school has not been determined, but the existence of a school in the 
area of the present building is referred to in various deeds and documents. Builder's trenches and other similar 
types of features may exist related to construction of the school and related facilities. Structural evidence of 
stables, outbuildings, and occupational-related features (trash pits, privies, wells) may exist in the area 
surrounding the school. A circular stone well is known on the north side of the building; however, an earlier well 
may exist. Artifact distributions in the form of sheet refuse, random scatters, and within the context of structures 
and features noted above may also exist. 

(end) ' - ; 
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

One of two surviving district schoolhouses in Shutesbury, the South School is significant for its association with 
the development of public education in this small Franklin county town. While it is no longer in use as a public 
school, it is a good example of a vemacular, one-room, wooden district schoolhouse that retains its original side-
gable form and stands on its original site. District schoolhouses with the entry on the flank are generally older 
than those with the entry in the gable end unless the entry has been relocated. Thus intact side-gabled, one-room 
district schoolhouses are relatively rare in Massachusetts. The South School retains integrity of design, location, 
setting, materials, feeling, workmanship, and association, and fulfills National Register criteria A and C at the 
local level. The period of significance extends from the school's construction date to the end of its usage as a 
public school (ca. 1830 to 1928). 

Brief history of Shutesbury 
Shutesbury, with a population of approximately 1,800 people, is a rural-suburban town located approximately 
100 miles west of Boston. Wendell borders it on the north. New Salem on the east, Pelham on the south, and 
Amherst and Leverett on the west. Initially settled in 1735 as Roadtown, it was incorporated as Shutesbury in 
1761. Colonial settlers focused primarily on livestock production and probably lumbering. Subsistence farming 
was present from the beginning, but an economy based on agriculture was limited by the general topography of 
rugged and broken uplands. Between 1790 and 1820 the population grew by 52%, peaking at 1,029. By 1830, 
timber products were the town's major economic base with twelve sawmills operating. In 1832, Nathan 
Macomber was using local birch and maple to produce 500 chairs annually. By 1855, fifteen sawmills were in 
operation, producing 2,281,000 feet of lumber, the third highest figure among the 26 Franklin County towns. 
Products included railroad ties, fumiture, cabinet ware, trays, broom and brush handles, baby carriage wheels, 
and wooden rakes. One of the sawmills, located on Baker Road near the South School, was the Albert Baker 
Sawmill, which was in the Baker family for generations. 

After the passage of the Homestead Act in 1862, the population of Shutesbury and the region began to decline as 
families were attracted to westward migration. Lumbering declined due to deforestation, and haying and potato 
growing became the town's most valuable crops. Nevertheless, farms were gradually abandoned as families 
moved west. In the early 20th century, the population stabilized somewhat, perhaps as a result of the influx of 
Austrian, Italian, Polish and Swedish immigrants. A number of Swedish families settled in the South School 
district, among them the Norells, the Berglunds, and the Malmquists. These immigrants found the land 
inexpensive, and generally reestablished abandoned farms. The Eric Norells, who lived on West Pelham Road 
(house not extant), arrived in 1909. They logged and farmed, growing their own food as well as selling butter and 
cheese. The Nils Berglunds arrived in 1915 to live at 1 Schoolhouse Road (MHC#66), which they sold to John 
Norell in 1932. The Nils Malmquists lived in a house on Leonard Road (not extant) from 1918 to 1956. They 
raised dairy cows and cattle as well as raspberries, strawberries, and vegetables, as well as having a milk delivery 
business. 

(continued) 
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Shutesbury Schools 
As the population increased in the 18th century, so did the need for the town to educate its children. The first 
school was established in 1765, when the population stood at 59 families and 330 individuals. By 1776, the 
population was 598 individuals. In 1781, Shutesbury had five school districts, one of which served the southem 
part of town. In 1789, the General Court of Massachusetts ordered that all towns establish school districts, thus 
codifying a system that was already in place in Shutesbury. In 1790, Shutesbury still had five school districts, but 
by 1840 there were ten. The 1871 Beers' Atlas of Franklin County shows that there were still ten schools at that 
time. Only two of them remain in Shutesbury today—the South School and the West School (3 Pelham Road, 
MHC #8, 1842). The West School, which is similar to the South School, is now a restored museum. Two other 
school buildings were sold and moved to Amherst, where one remains on Pine Street. The other, on Shumway 
Street, was torn down to provide parking for an automobile garage. 

Precise documentary evidence, such as town/school reports recording the constmction of the present South 
School building, has not been found. Various deeds and documents refer to a school in the general vicinity in the 
late 18* century, and a school was definitely in the location of the present South School by 1855, when it was 
shown on the Walling map. 

While it is possible that the South School building stands on the site of the first schoolhouse in the south district, 
its general Federal-period characteristics and building materials (see section 7) suggest that the present building 
was constructed in the first half of the 19* century (ca. 1830). Dating the school by appearance is, however, 
imprecise because the building has minimal architectural detail, and side-gabled buildings, which were typical of 
the 18* century, continued to be favored in Shutesbury into the 1860s, long after front-gabled, Greek Revival-
style buildings began to appear in the 1840s. For example, the West School, which was built in 1842, has a side-
gabled form and some Federal period characteristics. The Greek-Revival style Henry N. Kimball House at 1 
Schoolhouse Road (MHC# 66) was built in 1862 with a side-gable roof and center entry. 

By 1840, when the town evaluated its existing schools, the South School was known as the District 8, Moses S. 
Bartlett School. Moses S. Bartlett lived in the next house east of the school on Baker Road (house not extant). 
There seems to have been a convention to name the school for the nearest property owner, as it was subsequently 
called the Kimball School when Henry Kimball lived in the house on the opposite side of the street (1 
Schoolhouse Road). 

Even without a firm constmction date, the South School is a rare survivor of its type (one-room, entry on the 
flank, wood construction). A search of the statewide inventory of historic resources (MAORIS database) 
produced a list of 228 district schoolhouses. Examination of photographs of a representative sample (35) of these 
found four with side-gable roofs (Buckland District Schoolhouse, MHC #123; the Red Brick School in Maynard, 
MHC # 5; the Federal Street Schoolhouse in Montague, MHC #52; and the Dennison Schoolhouse in 
Southbridge, MHC #265.) The rest had front-gabled roofs or had been radically altered, usually in a transition to 
another use such as a dwelling, garage, hearse house, storehouse, etc., making it impossible to determine the 

(continued) 
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original configuration. Of those that retain the characteristics of a one-room school, some had been remodeled to 
place their entries in the gable end as the fashions changed. The 1799 West School in Burlington (NR 2006), for 
example, was remodeled from a hip-roof to a front-gabled roof. Many extant one-room schools are constmcted of 
brick, which probably increased their chances for survival. It is also common to find that extant one-room schools 
have been moved off their original sites. 

Five one-room district schools are currently individually listed on the National Register in Massachusetts. Four of 
these have the front-gable form. The only one with a side gable form is the Dennison Schoolhouse in Southbridge 
(NRIND, MRA, 1989). The latter, now a residence is brick with a center entry on the flank. Since it was listed as 
part of a Multiple Resource Area, the documentation is minimal, and it is not clear that the current entry is the 
original. An entry in the end bay of the flank, as seen at the South School, is more typical because it puts the 
entry hall/coat room on the side where it does not interrupt the interior plan of the classroom. In any event, the 
South School in Shutesbury will be the first side-gabled, wooden, one-room district schoolhouse individually 
listed in the National Register in Massachusetts. ,., ' 

In contrast to school systems today wherein the municipality is responsible for all public schools, in the district 
system, each district was relatively autonomous, being responsible for hiring, housing and paying teachers, 
building and maintaining the schoolhouse, determining the length of school terms and hours of operation, 
supplying firewood, etc. In 1869, the State mandated the end of the district system, and towns assumed 
responsibility for their schools. This arrangement was short-lived, as new legislation was passed in 1870 enabling 
municipalities to reinstate the district system, which Shutesbury did. This lasted until 1881, when Shutesbury 
abolished its district system for good. The South School continued to be used intermittently depending on the 
number of children in the area. A surviving school register shows that in the late 1890s the school was called 
South or Kimball School #8. There were about a dozen pupils with the sumames of Leonard, Bacon, Phelps, and 
Reed. The teacher during the early years of 20th century was Carrie Spear, who was also the postmistress and a 
suffragette. By 1916, the children of the town's new Swedish immigrants were appearing in the school records 
with such sumames as Norell, Johnson, Malmquist and Berglund. Their parents were active in town affairs with 
Nils Berglund, Fritz Johnson, and Eric Norell serving as Shutesbury Selectmen. 

In 1928, South School closed permanently to eliminate the expense of maintaining and operating grammar 
schools in three locations (West, South and Center). The West School remained open one more year, while the 
Center School was expanded from one room to two in order to accommodate 25 children. Such consolidation was 
promoted nationwide during the early years of the 20* century as the best education policy. In 1949, construction 
began on a new Center School. (The old Center or Consolidated School was sold and dismantled, but its 
whereabouts is unknown.) The new Center School is now used as Shutesbury Town Hall (1 Cooleyville Road, 
MHC# 15). 

(continued) 
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Gertmde Malmquist Thayer, who attended South School from 1921 to 1928 when she graduated, shared her 
memories in Celebrate Shutesbury. She reported that school hours were from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and that the only 
teacher she ever had, Edith Westrich, taught all eight grades. Gertrude and her sister Hilda, who walked two 
miles each way to school, were among ten students attending the school in 1928. In 1920-21, all the children in 
the South School came from four Swedish families. 

In 1939, at a special town meeting, the decision was made to sell the South School into private ownership. The 
purchase price was $200, and the buyer was Edward S. Puffer. Edward F. Pensivy purchased the property in 
1955 and appears to have reconfigured the lot by acquiring adjoining parcels. According to Pensivy's daughter, 
her father (now deceased), bought the property after retuming from the Korean War, and lived there while 
attending college. She recalls that the building consisted of one room with a two-bumer wood stove. There was 
an outhouse nearby, probably in the attached shed. She also recalled that at some point there was a bathroom with 
shower in the present closet. Water was obtained from a spring a short distance away. A sink with running water 
was in the entry area. 

In 1993, Edward F. Pensivy gave the property to the present owners, the Sirius Community, an educational center 
for ecological and spiritual living. Their main office and other buildings are located nearby at 72 Baker Road. 
The complex consists of a community center with attached solar greenhouse, conference facility, guest 
accommodations, a woodworking and carpentry shop, and several residences and apartments. 

For approximately 10 years, Sirius used the South School primarily for storage and occasional workshops. In 
2003, they emptied out the building, unboarded the windows, and cleared some of the nearby woods in 
preparation for restoring the building's exterior to its original appearance. The roof was strengthened, supports 
were placed in the attic, and the roof covering was replaced to protect the building from deterioration. The 
attached shed has been stabilized. The major project facing the owners is the need for new sills along the 
foundation, which will require jacking up the building and possibly replacing some of the floor joists. 

Sirius plans to use the South School as adjunct studio and workshop space, as well as a craft center for teaching 
woodcarving, woodworking, and design as part of the Sirius apprenticeship training program. Listing in the 
National Register of Historic Places will provide recognition for the building and help generate support for the 
restoration. 

Archaeological Signiflcance 

Historic archaeological resources described above may contribute important information related to the evolution 
of public education in Shutesbury; the growth, operation, and maintenance of the 6 Schoolhouse Road facility; 
and the social, cultural, and economic characteristics of the South School students and their families. Additional 
historical research combined with archaeological survey and testing may locate structural evidence of the earlier 
ca. 1781 school known to exist in the area of the existing school. No documentary evidence for the date of 
construction of the South School has been found. Speculation exists that the existing school dates to the late 18* 

(continued) 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY 
NAME: 

South School 

MULTIPLE • . 
NAME : 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, F r a n k l i n 

DATE RECEIVED: 11/13/07 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 12/19/07 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

DATE OF PENDING LIST: 12/04/07 
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 12/27/07 

REFERENCE NUMBER; 07001312 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: 
OTHER: 
REQUEST; 

N DATA PROBLEM; 
N PDIL: 
N SAMPLE: 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

^ALCCEPT RETURN 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS 

N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: 
N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: 
N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: 

_REJECT 12. -1 C'O 7 DATE 

N 
N 
N 

RECOM./CRITERIA_ 

REVIEWER 

TELEPHONE 

DISCIPLINE_ 

DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 

I f a nomination i s r e t u r n e d t o the nominating a u t h o r i t y , the 
nomination i s no longer under c o n s i d e r a t i o n by the NPS. 











The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 

November 6, 2007 

Mr. J. Paul Loether, Chief 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
1201 Eye Street, NW 8* floor 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Mr. Loether: 

Enclosed please find the following nomination form: 

South School, Shutesbury (Franklin), MA 

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been signed by the 
State Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State 
Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity 
to comment. 

Sincerely 

Betsy Friedberg 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

Enclosure 

cc: John Shershin, Bruce Davidson, Sirius, Inc. 
Barbara Goodkind, Shutesbury Historical Commission 
Rebecca Torres, Board of Selectmen 
Deacon Bonnar, Planning Board 

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 
(617) 727-8470 • Fax: (617) 727-5128 

www. state, ma. us/sec/mhc 


