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1. Name
historic Bigelow Carpet Company Woolen Mills
and/or common Same

2. Location

street & number Main StrcGtr N/A notfor publication
city, town Clinton N/Avicinity of
state Massachusetts code 025 county Worcester code 027
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public X occupied agriculture museum
X building(s) X private unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object N/A in process X yes: restricted .government scientific
being considered . yes: unrestricted = _X_ industrial transportation
* no — military other:

4. Owner of Property

nane Multiple; seeattached I[ist

street & number

N/A

city, town vicinity of state

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Worcester County Registry of Deeds
street & number 2 Main Street
city, town Worcester sate M assachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historic
titte Assets of the Commonwealth,# fp'~asthis property been datermined digible? .yes X no

date 1982 federal ~ state county local

depository for survey records M assachusetts Historical Commission

city, town Boston sate M assachusetts



7. Description gigelow Carpet Conpany Woolen Mills, Clinton, Mass

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated X unaltered X original site "A
X good ruins altered moved date N/A
_fair » unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Bigel ow Carpet Conpany conplex includes tenstructures i ndowntown
Clinton. Bordered by Main Street, therailroad tracks, and Coachl ace
Pond, these handsone Victorian buildings occupy approximately seven
acres of land. Surrounding theconplex i sa dense and diverse neigh-
borhood of dwellings, commercial buildings, and civic structures.

The majority of buildings i ntheBigelow conplex arethree-story brick
mlls dating fromthelast.four decades of the 19t hcentury. The
Italianate styling which distinguishes this conplex features very | ow
pitched roofs, rhythmc bays of narrow segmental arched wi ndows (with
original small-paned sash i nmany sections) and decorative brickwork
around t hew ndows and cornice lines. Highlighting the interconnecting
structures i sa five-story tower fronting directly on Main Street. 1,
Descriptions of theindividual buildings follow.

Building #1 i sthought t o have been built i n1810 as a cotton mill. I t
is awod frame building of Ih stories (plus basenent) with a pitched
roof, now sided with asphalt shingles. Smal | wood sash contain 4/4
lights (IPhoto #7) . %

The adjoining Buildings #2 and #3" built 1864-66, arethree stories high,
of brick, with 12/12 wi ndows framed by gauged brick lintels and granite
sills. Along thecornice runs a segmentally arcaded corbel table. An

el aborate five-story tower centered on Building #3 contains three distinct
stages: an entrance base topped by a granite belt course; a three-story
m ddl e stage framed by brick piers and two arcaded corbel tables, further
distinguished by diamond patterned brickwork and granite plagues pro-
claimng theconpany name and date of construction; and a tall open
belfry with brick hood mol dings, bracketed cornice, and two-stage
polygonal roof. Fenestration of thetower consists of pairs of narrow,
round arched wi ndows. (Photos #1, #7)

Buil dings #4 ( 1864-66) and #5 (1890) arethree-story brick factories
repeating theprevious fenestration, but with a nore elaborate brick

| abel molding; a smaller scale corbel table ornaments thecornice |line.
Building #4 retains most of itsoriginal 12/12 sash, while that i n
Building #5 has been replaced by nodern one-pane sash. (Photos #2, #3, #4)

Building #5A along therailroad tracks, i sa one-story brick building
constructed 1 n 1859 as a coal storage shed. Wde piers articulate seven
bays of wooden garage doors and intermittent pairs of segmental arch

wi ndows. A slate roof covers thestructure. .on>

Back on Main Street, Building #6 (1898) i sa massive four-story structure
built as a showoom and warehouse. Narrow piers articulatethebays of
the elevations, which arealternately blank and fenestrated abovethe

! !S - n - A (Cbntlnued)
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4. OMES F PROPERTY

John Gannon - Standard Sign andSignal Co., 470Main St., Clinton, Mass.
Ni ck Wagner - \Wagner Enterprises, |Inc., 530Main St., Clinton, Mass.
James Buck - E R Buck Chair Co., Main St., Clinton, Mass. ‘

Robert Hanslip - Asbestos Weaving Co., 476 North Main St., Clinton, Mass.

M
M
M.
M.
M. Leo Montagna - Phoenix Plastics Corp. 490Main St., Clinton, Mass.
M

. Francis Coleman/ M. Francis Cooley - Par Breakers, 530MainSt.,
Clinton, Mass.

9. MAICR Bl BLI OGRAPHI CAL REFERENCES '

Clinton Centennial Volume 1850-1950. Clinton: Colonial Press, Inc., 1951.
Clinton Historical Volunme 1776-1976. Clinton: W J. Coulter Press, inc., 1976.
Clinton Memorial Volume 1850-1900. Clinton: W J. Coulter Item Office, 1900.
The Clinton Courant, 22 April, 1893. 13 May 1893 and 29 Oct ober 1893.

Ford, Andrew E History of theOrigin of theTowmn of Clinton, Mass., 1653-1865
Clinton: Press of W J. Coulter Courant Office, 1896.

Kni ght, Edward H American Mechanical Dictionary. Boston: Hought on
Mifflin andCo., 1877.

Munce, Janes F. Industrial Architecture: An Analysis of International
Building Practice. New York: F. W Dodge Corp., 1960.
Pierson, William H, Jr. "Industrial Architecture 1 nthe Berkshires."

Ph.D. dissertation, Yale University, 1949.

Stone, Orra L. History of Massachusetts Industries. Boston: S J. Clarke
Publishing Co., 1930.

Van Slyck, J. DD New Engl'and Manufacturers and Manufactories. Vol . 1.
Boston: Van Slyck andCo., 1879.
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first floor. Small, segmental arch wi ndows feature granite sills,

gauged brick lintels, and 6/6 sash. Wdely spaced wood brackets support
the shallow pitch of theroof, while decorative brick corbels spanthe
cornice line. (Photo #3)

Building #7 (189 8 i s another large, three-story structure builtfor
storage. Brick piers corbelled at thecapitals are spanned by segmental
arches, and frame large, similarly arched industrial sash of 36 [ights.
These wi ndows also feature granite sills and gauged brick lintels; some
of theopenings areblank. Wod brackets placed at theintervals ofthe
bays support a lowpitched gable roof. (Photo #5)

Attached tothelatter structure i sBuilding #7A (1898), a storage and
shipping shed with fewstylistic features. Constructed of cinder block
and brick, it contains random fenestration across its broad facades. A '
low pitched gable roof extends towidely overhanging eaves.

Building #8, theoffice and paymaster headquarters, was constructed i n
1864-66. Originally located within themain conplex, thebuilding was '
noved across Main Street 1 n 1889 t o make room for theconstruction of
Building #4. This one-story brick structure i scruciform i nshape, with
slate-covered hi proofs and a granite foundation. A heavy brick entablature,
granite sills and lintels, and trabeated wood entrance porch characterize
the des ign. (Photo #6) A . 7" -



8. Significance Bi gel ow Carpet Conpany Woolen Mills, Clinton, Mass

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture, religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 X architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
-X_ 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
JL_1900- communications X Industry politics/government transportation
y invention other (specify)
Specific dates 1864,1876-1898, Builder/Architect N/A
TEWN

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Bigelow Carpet Conpany Wbolen Mills are promnent rem nders of
Clinton"s industrial heritage and occupy a conplex which is "architecturally
significant for itselaborate styling and it ssurvival as an ensenble.
Retaining integrity of design, materials, workmanship, location, and
setting, theproperty thus meets criteria A and C of the National

Regi ster of Historic Places.

Erastus B. Bigelow (1814-1879) and Horatio N Bigelow (1812-1868) canet o

Clinton i n1837, searching for amill todevelop Erastus's invention of
a power loom for themanufacture of coachlace. Previously enployed at
their father's cotton mill i nnearby West Boylston, thebrothers |eased

an existing mill Cpossibly Building #1; Photo #7) on t hepresent site
and incorporated theClinton Conmpany i n1838. The firm manufactured
cotton, woolen, and silk goods and machinery and was al most immediately
successful. Nunmbers of machinists were soon said t obe working under
lock and key t o develop and perfect other inventions of Erastus Bigelow.

Regionally and nationally, Erastus was well known as a mechanical genius
and self-educatedinventor. Among hi sachievements aretheinvention of
the world's first power looms for weaving coachlace, ingrain carpet, and
Brussels carpet; theinvention of a revolutionary ginghamplaid |oom
the invention of a power |oom for weaving wire cloth; and numerous
perfections of textile machinery. Erastus was first president oft he
National Associationof Wol Manufacturers and a prolific writer on
technical aspects of hi sindustry; Yale, Harvard, Wl liams, Dartmouth,
and Amherst conferred honorary degrees upon himfor hi s work.

Horatio Bigelow was t hebusiness manager of t hepartnership, respected
for hi senergy andvision. Throughout their enterprises, Horatio set up
the organization, raised capital, supervised construction, and acted as
conpany agent. A civic |leader as well, he served as school commttee
menber, first town postmaster, promoter of railroad service to Clinton,
benefactor of thetown's Central Park and Bigelow Library, andsupervisor
of thetown's street layout. Horatio also served as a representative

to the General Court and as director of several banks and insurance
conpani es.

Encouraged by t he success of theClinton Conpany, t heBigelows turned
their energy toward t heestablishment of what became thebi gthree
industries of Clinton's economny: Lancaster Mills (1844, gingham
plaids), theBigelow Carpet Conpany (1849, ingrain and other carpets;
NR 1978), and Clinton Wre Cloth Conpany (1855, wire products).

(Continued)



9. Major Bibliographical References

See Continuation Sheet.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property AppAaent
Quadrangle name Clinton, Mass . Quadrangle scale 1:25,000

UTM References
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Verbal boundary description and justification

See attached sketch map and assessor's map-

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code
N/A

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

Wendy Frontiero, Preservation Planner, with Christine Flaherty,
nameftite Clinton Community and Economic Development Office

organizetion M assachusetts Historical Comittission dae June 9, 1983

dreet & number 294 Washington Street telephone- (617) 727-8470

city or town Boston state M assachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth bvthe National park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

state Historic Preservation Officer

title Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion date
For NPS use only
| hereby certify that this property is included inthe National Register
“Sal Regl e date YyOy£y</y3
A~ A Aper of the National Register
MtesX: date

Chief of Registration
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Wth this exceptional growth of industry, thepopulation of the area
quickly increased from approximately 300t o 3,000 people. At this time
the "factory village" of Clintonville was a part of theTown of Lancaster,
but soon outstripped theparent town's capacity toprovide services. Talk
of separation began i n 1848, and t he Town of Clinton was incorporatedi n
1850 .

The Bigel ow Carpet Conpany, producing Brussels and W lton carpets, was
incorporated i n1854 with capital of $500,000. | n 1863 i tpurchasedt he
present property fromtheClinton Conpany and initiated a major building
program | n 1864, construction began on new spinning and weaving mills,

a wool sorting house, and blanket finishing building; representing this
period areBuildings #2, #3, #4 and #8 (Photos #1-4, #6, #7). Another

factory. Building #5, was added i n1890. The |ast period of expansion,
in 1898, produced Buildings #6, #7 and #7A (Photos #3, #5).

In 1914, Bigelow merged with theHartford Carpet Corp. and changedi t s
nane t ot heBigelow Hartford Carpet Conpany. During theearly 20th
century, thefirm produced W lton carpets, oriental rugs, machi ne nmade
hooked rugs, and wall towall carpeting for residential, hotel, and
theater use. Business continued here at full capacity until 1929, when,
still 1 nan expansionist nood, t heBigelow Conpany purchased t he Sanford
Carpet Co. O Ansterdam New York, and changed it snane tot heBigelow
Sanford Carpet and Rug Co. Unfortunately, this merger took the interests
of managenment away from Clinton, and i n1932 t heClinton plant of Bigelow
Sanford was closed and completely liquidated.

At t hepresent time this conplex i soccupied by seven different conpanies
and i spart of theextended second commercial area revitalization district
in thedowntown section of Clinton. Two of thelarger mills have recently
changed ownership and substantial rehabilitation projects areunderwayt o
i mprove interior use and exterior appearance. A



#1 Built
#2 Built
#3 Built
#4 Built
#5 Built
#5A Built
#6 Built
#7 & A Built
#8 Built

in
in
in
in
in
in
in
in
in

1810—
1864- 66
1864- 66
1864- 6G
1890
1859
1898
1890
1864- 66

Original use was a Cotton Mill.
Manufacture of wool, and carpet weaving

Expansion of Bigel ow Carpet Co.
Expansion of Bigel ow Carpet Co.

Coal Storage Shed

(next t o Railroad)

Bi gel ow Carpet GConpany Wolen Mills
Clinton, Massachusetts

on 30wer | oons,

manuf acturing.
manuf acturing.

War ehouse and show oom f or Bi gel ow Car pet Co.
Storage and shipping of Bigel ow CArpet

Bi gel ow Car pet Qo.

of fice and paymaster

Co.
( Mcved across Main St. i n 1889 t o nmake
room for construction of Building #4 )



WASO Form -177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
("R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Bigdow Carpet Company Woden Mills
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Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
. see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.Substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? *  yes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent | | deteriorated unaltered e original site
CZI good I lruins altered moved date.
CH fair CH unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CH summary paragraph . i
CH completeness -

e clarity -
CH alterations/integrity

| ldates

CH boundary selection <*y - X.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance/Vn one par~rsp/j»

e summary paragraph

CH completeness

CH clarity £o

CH applicable criteria if,

CH justification of areas checked o

CH relating significance to the resource o« A
CH context

CH relationship of integrity to significance ,
CH justification of exception ajlIttflfA
» other f« < . o ..

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

Il. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

Is. Other

CH Maps
CH Photographs
CH Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date Phone:.

Comments for any item may be continued on an attachedsheet  .J



















































