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1. Name 

historic B i g e l o w C a r p e t C o m p a n y W o o l e n M i l l s 

and/or common Same 

2. Location 

street & number M a i n S t r c G t r N / A not for publication 

city, town C l i n t o n N/Avicinity of 

state M a s s a c h u s e t t s code 0 2 5 county W o r c e s t e r code 0 2 7 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district public X occupied agriculture museum 
X building(s) X private unoccupied commercial park 

structure both work in progress educational private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t ion Access ib le entertainment religious 
object N / A in process X yes: restricted .government scientific 

being considered : yes: unrestricted • _X_ industrial transportation 
• no — military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name Multiple; see attached l i s t 

street & number 

city, town N/A vicinity of state 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. W o r c e s t e r County R e g i s t r y o f Deeds 

street & number 2 M a i n S t r e e t 

city, town W o r c e s t e r state Massachuse t t s 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
I n v e n t o r y o f t h e H i s t o r i c  

title A s s e t s o f t h e Commonwealth,# fp'^as this property been determined eligible? . yes X no 

date 19 82 federal ^ state county local 

depository for survey records Massachuse t t s H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

city, town B o s t o n state Massachuse t t s 



7. Descript ion Bigelow Carpet Company Woolen M i l l s , C l i n t o n , Mass 

Condition 
excellent 

X good 
_fa i r ^ 

deteriorated 
ruins 
unexposed 

Check one 
X unaltered 

altered 

Check one 
X original site 

moved date N/A 
"A 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Bigelow Carpet Company complex includes ten s t r u c t u r e s i n downtown 
C l i n t o n . Bordered by Main S t r e e t , the r a i l r o a d t r a c k s , and Coachlace 
Pond, these handsome V i c t o r i a n b u i l d i n g s occupy approximately seven 
acres of land. Surrounding the complex i s a dense and diverse neigh­
borhood of dw e l l i n g s , commercial b u i l d i n g s , and c i v i c s t r u c t u r e s . 

The m a j o r i t y of b u i l d i n g s i n the Bigelow complex are t h r e e - s t o r y b r i c k 
m i l l s d ating from the l a s t . f o u r decades of the 19th century. The 
I t a l i a n a t e s t y l i n g which d i s t i n g u i s h e s t h i s complex fea t u r e s very low 
pi t c h e d r o o f s , rhythmic bays of narrow segmental arched windows (w i t h 
o r i g i n a l small-paned sash i n many sections) and decorative brickwork 
around the windows and cornice l i n e s . H i g h l i g h t i n g the i n t e r c o n n e c t i n g 
s t r u c t u r e s i s a f i v e - s t o r y tower f r o n t i n g d i r e c t l y on Main S t r e e t . .1,, 
Descriptions o f the i n d i v i d u a l b u i l d i n g s f o l l o w . 

B u i l d i n g #1 i s thought t o have been b u i l t i n 1810 as a c o t t o n m i l l . I t 
i s a wood frame b u i l d i n g of I h s t o r i e s (plus basement) w i t h a p i t c h e d 
r o o f , now sided w i t h asphalt shin g l e s . Small wood sash contain 4/4 
l i g h t s (IPhoto #7) . v 

The a d j o i n i n g Buildings #2 and #3̂ , b u i l t 1864-66, are three s t o r i e s h i g h , 
of b r i c k , w i t h 12/12 windows framed by gauged b r i c k l i n t e l s and g r a n i t e 
s i l l s . Along the cornice runs a segmentally arcaded corbel t a b l e . An 
elaborate f i v e - s t o r y tower centered on B u i l d i n g #3 contains three d i s t i n c t 
stages: an entrance base topped by a g r a n i t e b e l t course; a t h r e e - s t o r y 
middle stage framed by b r i c k p i e r s and two arcaded corbel t a b l e s , f u r t h e r 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d by diamond patterned brickwork and g r a n i t e plagues pro­
claiming the company name and date of c o n s t r u c t i o n ; and a t a l l open 
b e l f r y w i t h b r i c k hood moldings, bracketed c o r n i c e , and two-stage 
polygonal r o o f . Fenestration of the tower consists of p a i r s of narrow, 
round arched windows. (Photos #1, #7) 

Buildings #4 ( 1864-66) and #5 (1890) are t h r e e - s t o r y b r i c k f a c t o r i e s 
repeating the previous f e n e s t r a t i o n , but w i t h a more elaborate b r i c k 
l a b e l molding; a smaller scale co r b e l t a b l e ornaments the cornice l i n e . 
B u i l d i n g #4 r e t a i n s most of i t s o r i g i n a l 12/12 sash, while t h a t i n 
B u i l d i n g #5 has been replaced by modern one-pane sash. (Photos #2, #3, #4) 

B u i l d i n g #5A, along the r a i l r o a d t r a c k s , i s a one-story b r i c k b u i l d i n g 
constructed i n 1859 as a coal storage shed. Wide p i e r s a r t i c u l a t e seven 
bays of wooden garage doors and i n t e r m i t t e n t p a i r s of segmental arch 
windows. A s l a t e r o o f covers the s t r u c t u r e . . ni> 

Back on Main S t r e e t , B u i l d i n g #6 (1898) i s a massive f o u r - s t o r y s t r u c t u r e 
b u i l t as a showroom and warehouse. Narrow p i e r s a r t i c u l a t e the bays of 
the e l e v a t i o n s , which are a l t e r n a t e l y blank and f e n e s t r a t e d above the 

, ,s - ^ - ^ (Continued) .^^ 
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4. OWNERS OF PROPERTY 

Mr. John Gannon - Standard Sign and Signal Co., 470 Main St., C l i n t o n , Mass. 

Mr. Nick Wagner - Wagner Ent e r p r i s e s , I n c . , 530 Main St., C l i n t o n , Mass. 

Mr. James Buck - E. R. Buck Chair Co., Main St., C l i n t o n , Mass. ' 

Mr. Robert Hanslip - Asbestos Weaving Co., 476 North Main St., C l i n t o n , Mass. 

Mr. Leo Montagna - Phoenix P l a s t i c s Corp. 490 Main St., C l i n t o n , Mass. 

Mr. Francis Coleman/Mr. Francis Cooley - Par Breakers, 530 Main St., 
C l i n t o n , Mass. 

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES ' 

C l i n t o n Centennial Volume 1850-1950. C l i n t o n : C o l o n i a l Press, I n c . , 1951. 

C l i n t o n H i s t o r i c a l Volume 1776-1976. C l i n t o n : W. J. Coulter Press, i n c . , 1976. 

C l i n t o n Memorial Volume 1850-190 0. C l i n t o n : W. J. Coulter Item O f f i c e , 1900. 

The C l i n t o n Courant, 22 A p r i l , 1893. 13 May 1893 and 29 October 1893. 

Ford, Andrew E. H i s t o r y of the O r i g i n of the Town of C l i n t o n , Mass., 1653-1865 
C l i n t o n : Press of W. J. Coulter Courant O f f i c e , 1896. 

Knight, Edward H. American Mechanical D i c t i o n a r y . Boston: Houghton . 
M i f f l i n and Co., 1877. 

Munce, James F. I n d u s t r i a l A r c h i t e c t u r e : An Analysis of I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
B u i l d i n g P r a c t i c e . New York: F. W. Dodge Corp., 1960. 

Pierson, W i l l i a m H., J r . " I n d u s t r i a l A r c h i t e c t u r e i n the Berkshires." 
Ph.D. d i s s e r t a t i o n , Yale U n i v e r s i t y , 1949. 

Stone, Orra L. H i s t o r y of Massachusetts I n d u s t r i e s . Boston: S. J. Clarke 
Publishing Co., 1930. 

Van Slyck, J. D. New Engl'and Manufacturers and Manufactories. V o l . 1. 
Boston: Van Slyck and Co., 1879. 
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f i r s t f l o o r . Small, segmental arch windows f e a t u r e g r a n i t e s i l l s , 
gauged b r i c k l i n t e l s , and 6/6 sash. Widely spaced wood brackets support 
the shallow p i t c h of the r o o f , w h i l e decorative b r i c k corbels span the 
cornice l i n e . (Photo #3) 

B u i l d i n g #7 (189 8) i s another l a r g e , t h r e e - s t o r y s t r u c t u r e b u i l t f o r 
storage. B r i c k p i e r s c o r b e l l e d a t the c a p i t a l s are spanned by segmental 
arches, and frame l a r g e , s i m i l a r l y arched i n d u s t r i a l sash of 36 l i g h t s . 
These windows also f e a t u r e g r a n i t e s i l l s and gauged b r i c k l i n t e l s ; some * 
of the openings are blank. Wood brackets placed at the i n t e r v a l s of the 
bays support a low p i t c h e d gable r o o f . (Photo #5) 

Attached t o the l a t t e r s t r u c t u r e i s B u i l d i n g #7A (1898), a storage and J 
shipping shed w i t h few s t y l i s t i c f e a t u r e s . Constructed of cinder block 
and b r i c k , i t contains random f e n e s t r a t i o n across i t s broad facades. A ' ' 
low p i t c h e d gable roof extends t o widely overhanging eaves. 

B u i l d i n g #8, the o f f i c e and paymaster headquarters, was constructed i n 
1864-66. O r i g i n a l l y located w i t h i n the main complex, the b u i l d i n g was ' . 
moved across Main S t r e e t i n 1889 t o make room f o r the c o n s t r u c t i o n of 
B u i l d i n g #4. This one-story b r i c k s t r u c t u r e i s c r u c i f o r m i n shape, w i t h 
slate-covered h i p roofs and a g r a n i t e foundation. A heavy b r i c k e n t a b l a t u r e , 
g r a n i t e s i l l s and l i n t e l s , and trabeated wood entrance porch c h a r a c t e r i z e 
the des i g n . (Photo #6) ^ ,• • • ?.'" •• 



8. Significance Bigelow Carpet Company Woolen M i l l s , C l i n t o n , Mass 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

- X _ 1800-1899 
JL_1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

X architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

community planning 
conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 

X Industry 
y invention 

landscape architecture, 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

N / A Specific dates 1 8 6 4 , 1 8 7 6 - 1 8 9 8 , Builder/Architect 
TEW^ 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Bigelow Carpet Company Woolen M i l l s are prominent reminders of 
Clinton's i n d u s t r i a l h e r i t a g e and occupy a complex which i s ' a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y 
s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s elaborate s t y l i n g and i t s s u r v i v a l as an ensemble. 
Retaining i n t e g r i t y of design, m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, l o c a t i o n , and 
s e t t i n g , the property thus meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the N a t i o n a l 
Register of H i s t o r i c Places. 

Erastus B. Bigelow (1814-1879) and Horatio N. Bigelow (1812-1868) came t o 
C l i n t o n i n 1837, searching f o r a m i l l t o develop Erastus's i n v e n t i o n of 
a power loom f o r the manufacture of coachlace. Previously employed a t 
t h e i r f a t h e r ' s c o t t o n m i l l i n nearby West Boylston, the br o t h e r s leased 
an e x i s t i n g m i l l Cpossibly B u i l d i n g #1; Photo #7) on the present s i t e 
and incorporated the C l i n t o n Company i n 1838. The f i r m manufactured 
c o t t o n , woolen, and s i l k goods and machinery and was almost immediately 
successful. Numbers of machinists were soon said t o be working under 
lock and key t o develop and p e r f e c t other i n v e n t i o n s of Erastus Bigelow. 

Regionally and n a t i o n a l l y , Erastus was w e l l known as a mechanical genius 
and self-educated i n v e n t o r . Among h i s achievements are the i n v e n t i o n of 
the world's f i r s t power looms f o r weaving coachlace, i n g r a i n carpet, and 
Brussels carpet; the i n v e n t i o n o f a r e v o l u t i o n a r y gingham p l a i d loom; 
the i n v e n t i o n of a power loom f o r weaving w i r e c l o t h ; and numerous 
p e r f e c t i o n s of t e x t i l e machinery. Erastus was f i r s t p resident o f the 
Na t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n of Wool Manufacturers and a p r o l i f i c w r i t e r on 
t e c h n i c a l aspects of h i s i n d u s t r y ; Yale, Harvard, W i l l i a m s , Dartmouth, 
and Amherst conferred honorary degrees upon him f o r h i s work. 

Horatio Bigelow was the business manager of the p a r t n e r s h i p , respected 
f o r h i s energy and v i s i o n . Throughout t h e i r e n t e r p r i s e s , Horatio set up 
the o r g a n i z a t i o n , r a i s e d c a p i t a l , supervised c o n s t r u c t i o n , and acted as 
company agent. A c i v i c leader as w e l l , he served as school committee 
member, f i r s t town postmaster, promoter of r a i l r o a d s e rvice t o C l i n t o n , 
benefactor o f the town's Central Park and Bigelow L i b r a r y , and supervisor 
of the town's s t r e e t l a y o u t . Horatio also served as a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 
t o the General Court and as d i r e c t o r of several banks and insurance 
companies. 

Encouraged by the success of the C l i n t o n Company, the Bigelows turned 
t h e i r energy toward the establishment of what became the b i g three 
i n d u s t r i e s of Clinton's economy: Lancaster M i l l s (1844, gingham 
p l a i d s ) , the Bigelow Carpet Company (1849, i n g r a i n and other carpets; 
NR 1978), and C l i n t o n Wire Cloth Company (1855, wire products). 

(Continued) 
i j ^ . . , : 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

See Continuation Sheet. 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ^ P P ^ ° ^ ' 

Quadrangle name C l i n t o n , M a s s . 

UTM References 

' ^LLLIJ I 2I 7I SI 7I 61 ol 
Zone Easting 

cLlLSJ I 2I 71 8l 41 61 ol 

E L ^ I I I I I I I 
G L U i I I I I I 
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Northing 
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Quadrangle scale 1 : 2 5 , 0 0 0 

] | 91 [21 7 r 8 | 6 i 5| Ol 4i 61 9i 9| 2i 4l 0 
Zone Easting Northing 

D I 1i 9I I 2I 7| 8|6| 81 ol (416191 9l 5i Oi ol 

J . J L _L _L 

_L J - J . i I I I . L j - j . 

Verba l boundary desc r ip t ion and jus t i f i ca t i on 

See attached sketch map and assessor's map-

List a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state code county code 
N/A 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
Wendy F r o n t i e r o , P r e s e r v a t i o n P l a n n e r , w i t h C h r i s t i n e F l a h e r t y , 

name/title C l i n t o n Community and Economic Development O f f i c e 

organization Massachuse t t s H i s t o r i c a l Comittission date June 9 , 1983 

street & number 294 Wash ing ton S t r e e t telephone- ( 6 1 7 ) 7 2 7 - 8 4 7 0 

city or town B o s t o n state Massachuse t t s 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Off icer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth bv the National park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

s t a t e H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r 
title Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission date 

For NPS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

^ ^ ^ ^ iper of the National Register 

MtesX: 

'"Sal Regl^e^' date yoy£y<^y3 

date 

Chief of Registration 
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With t h i s e x c e p t i o n a l growth of i n d u s t r y , the po p u l a t i o n of the area 
q u i c k l y increased from approximately 30 0 t o 3,0 00 people. At t h i s time 
the " f a c t o r y v i l l a g e " of C l i n t o n v i l l e was a p a r t of the Town of Lancaster, 
but soon o u t s t r i p p e d the parent town's capacity to provide serv i c e s . Talk 
of separation began i n 1848, and the Town of C l i n t o n was incorporated i n 
1850 . 

The Bigelow Carpet Company, producing Brussels and W i l t o n carpets, was 
incorporated i n 1854 w i t h c a p i t a l of $500,000. I n 1863 i t purchased the 
present property from the C l i n t o n Company and i n i t i a t e d a major b u i l d i n g 
program. I n 1864, c o n s t r u c t i o n began on new spinning and weaving m i l l s , 
a wool s o r t i n g house, and blanket f i n i s h i n g b u i l d i n g ; representing t h i s 
p e r i o d are B u i l d i n g s #2, #3, #4 and #8 (Photos #1-4, #6, #7). Another 
f a c t o r y . B u i l d i n g #5, was added i n 1890. The l a s t p e riod of expansion, 
i n 1898, produced B u i l d i n g s #6, #7 and #7A (Photos #3, #5). 

I n 1914, Bigelow merged w i t h the H a r t f o r d Carpet Corp. and changed i t s 
name t o the Bigelow H a r t f o r d Carpet Company. During the e a r l y 20th 
century, the f i r m produced W i l t o n carpets, o r i e n t a l rugs, machine made 
hooked rugs, and w a l l t o w a l l carpeting f o r r e s i d e n t i a l , h o t e l , and 
th e a t e r use. Business continued here at f u l l capacity u n t i l 1929, when, 
s t i l l i n an expansionist mood, the Bigelow Company purchased the Sanford 
Carpet Co. Of Amsterdam, New York, and changed i t s name t o the Bigelow 
Sanford Carpet and Rug Co. U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h i s merger took the i n t e r e s t s 
of management away from C l i n t o n , and i n 1932 the C l i n t o n p l a n t o f Bigelow 
Sanford was closed and completely l i q u i d a t e d . 

At the present time t h i s complex i s occupied by seven d i f f e r e n t companies 
and i s p a r t of the extended second commercial area r e v i t a l i z a t i o n d i s t r i c t 
i n the downtown s e c t i o n of C l i n t o n . Two of the l a r g e r m i l l s have r e c e n t l y 
changed ownership and s u b s t a n t i a l r e h a b i l i t a t i o n p r o j e c t s are underway t o 
improve i n t e r i o r use and e x t e r i o r appearance. ^ 



Bigelow Carpet Company Woolen M i l l s 
Clinton, Massachusetts 

#1 
#2 
#3 
#4 
#5 
#5A 
#6 

B u i l t 
B u i l t 
B u i l t 
B u i l t 
B u i l t 
B u i l t 
B u i l t 

#7 & A B u i l t 
#8 B u i l t 

i n 1810— 
i n 1864-66 
i n 1864-66 
i n 1864-6G 
i n 1890 
i n 1859 
i n 1898 
i n 1890 
i n 1864-66 

Original use was a Cotton M i l l . 
Manufacture of wool, and carpet weaving on 30wer looms, 

Expansion of Bigelow Carpet Co. manufacturing. 
Expansion of Bigelow Carpet Co. manufacturing. 
Coal Storage Shed (next to Railroad) 
Warehouse and showroom for Bigelow Carpet Co. 
Storage and shipping of Bigelow CArpet Co. 
Bigelow Carpet Co. o f f i c e and paymaster ( M«ved across Main St. i n 1889 to make 

room f o r construction of Building #4 ) 
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Bigelow Carpet Company Woolen Mills  
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CZI resubmission 
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CH owner objection „, 
• appeal 
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National 
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CD appeal CI] NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CZI good 

CH fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

CH unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance : 

CH summary paragraph . i 
CH completeness ••• 
• clarity - ' 
CH alterations/integrity 
I I dates 
CH boundary selection ' < * v - X. 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance/Vn one par^rsp/j^ 

• summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
CH clarity £• 
CH applicable criteria 
CH justification of areas checked " ,. i 
CH relating significance to the resource • ^ 
CH context 
CH relationship of integrity to significance , 
CH justification of exception ajllttflfA 
• other f« < . •• . •. 

if, •• 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

si­

l l . Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: .£1...... 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

•il­

l s . Other 

CH Maps 
CH Photographs 
CH Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed. Date Phone:. 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet . J 


































