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1205 Gardner's Neck Road 

Historic Kairte Joseph Gardner House 

Photo (3"x3" or 3'x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to l e f t side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw oap showing property's location  
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or  
geographical features. Indicate a l l buildings  
between inventoried property and nearest  
intersection(s).  
Indicate north 

(see attached map) 

Use: Present residence 

Original res i dence/f armhouse 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1795 

Source w i n of Peleg Gardner (1789) et al, 

Style Federal 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric vood clapboard  

Outbuildings 2-stall wood bam 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

Facade extended 17' bo south (ca. 1877) 

Condition aood 

Moved no Date 

Acreage 1.25 acres 

Setting primarily late 19th-century  

and 20th-century suburban houses  

surrounding; trees at property line 

irm REFERENCE 19 315640 4620650 

L'SGS QUADRANGLE ^̂ ^̂  River, MA-RI 1967/1979 

SCALE 1:25000 

Recorded by R. Waring/K. Flynn/K. Broomer  

Organization Swansea Historical Commission  

Date April 1978/January 1986/October 1989 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRHERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The Joseph Gardner House, 1205 Gardner's Neck Road, retains integrity of location, 
design, materials, workmanship, and association. The house meets Criterion A 
for i t s association with the 18th-century settlement of Gardner's Neck in South 
Swansea, and Criterion C as an intact cape with expansions associated with 
i t s late 19th-century use as a summer home. The house is significant on the 
local level. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terras of 
other buildings within the community. 

A 1^-story, five-bay, center-entry cape with central brick chimney, the original 
Gardner House at 1205 Gardner's Neck Road is typical of 18th-century 
farmhouse construction in Swansea. The original chimney has three fireplaces 
on the ground floor and one in the upstairs north room. Certain features date 
to a ca. 1877 remodeling, at which time the house was expanded to accommodate 
a second family. A 17', 3-bay, double-pile addition was made to the south end 
of the facade, providing a secondary front door, a one-story porch with 
columns spanning the south side of the house, and a side door on the south elevation. 
The 6/6 window sash and round-arched glazing in the original front entry also 
l i k e l y date to the later period. The house illustrates the adaptation of 
the 18th-century farmhouses on Gardner's Neck to serve late 19th-century summer 
home uses. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comnwnity. 

John and Joseph Gardner, brothers, were the sons of Col. Peleg Gardner (1719-1789), 
whose father, Samuel, with Ralph Chapman, bought Gardner's Neck from the Brentons 
of Newport in 1693. King Philip of the Wampanoags had sold this portion of the 
Indian territory to the Brentons. 

Col. Gardner in his w i l l l e f t adjoining 35-acre parcels of farmland to his sons 
John and Joseph. The la t t e r purchased his brother's parcel, on which the present 
house stands, when John moved to Somerset. John married Betsey Slade of Somerset, 
and Joseph married her sister, Hannah. This house is one of the few survivals of 
the Gardner family settlement of the Neck in the 18th century. 

The Gardners maintained the property as a farm u n t i l 1854. In 1874, the house and 
50 acres were acquired by Andrew J. Borden and his business partner, William Almy, 
both of Fall River. Mr. and Mrs. Borden and their daughters, Lizzie and Emma, used 
the house as a summer residence for a nimiber of years. The house was enlarged with 
a 17-foot south addition with porch and secondary front door to accommodate the Almy 
family. The house served as a summer home for several families u n t i l the 
Hudner family made i t a year-round residence in 1946. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Wil l , Col. Peleg Gardner (1789), Taunton Probate Court. 
Gardner, Borden and Almy, and Hudner deeds, Bristol County Registry of Deeds, Fall Ri\ 
Pierce, Helen, ed. Swansea Tercentenary 1667-1967. Swansea, MA, 1967. 
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CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 
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