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Mounds State Park is located on a bluff overlooking the West Fork
of the White River. The total archaeological site may have contained
at an earlier time as many as 15 aboriginal earthworks, but highway
construction and cultivation have destroyed some of them. Eight mounds
‘¢ are presently definable within the park. Immediately prior to the
area's acquisition by the State of Indiana in October, 1930, the region
had served as a park for a local transit company. A number of amusement
rides were constructed in the area of greatest mound concentration and
at least oneof the tumuli was severely damaged though it is yet visible.
Others are well preserved.

The most ‘striking of ‘the earthworks are in the form of geometric
énclosures. Construction was accomplished by excavating a trench into
the soil and depositing the removed earth to the outside of the trench
to produce a walled enclosure: circular (2), rectangular (1), pandu-
riform (3). Commonly a narrow sector of the trench was unexcavated
producing a ground 1evel entranceway into the central region of the
earthwork.

The largest of these features (A) is circular in ground plan and
averages 360 feet in diameter. The defining trench was excavated to
a depth of about nine feet and the encircling wall is presently approxi-
mately six feet in height. An opening to the south-southwest provides
an entranceway to a central platform upon which was constructed a low
mound. This later feature was a twe-stage burial mound and there is
additional evidence for a charnel house having been present.

In the immediate vicinity of this well-preserved impressive enclosure
are other features constructed in a similar fashion, though they are
smaller in size: circular (1), panduriform (3). The largest of the
latter (H) measures approximately 180 feet by 120 feet. There is some
suggestion that two low mounds may have been present within the two
lobes defined by the shallow trench and low wall.

Also, two earth mounds were at one time located northwest of the
large circle, but only one of these can presently be located with
accuracy. Earlier reports suggest it, too, may have been an enclosure,
but this is not apparent at present.

Approximately 1500 feet northeast of the major group is a large
rectangular enclosure. Earlier reports-iddicate that two mounds formerly
were present on each side of the entranceway, but no evidencegnig
remain. A"
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of archaeological features in Mounds :State Park is
apparent at several levels. : :

1. The sité, while still somwhat altered from its original condition,
the widespread ceremonialism which occurred during thewﬁiddianﬁbgalanﬁ
Period (300 B.C.-A.D. 500) in the Eastern United States. It is also
one of the few surviving sites of its kind fromerly present in the
immediate area.

2. Recent excavation at the site, while defining its placement
within the above period, has succeeded in identifying a somewhat unique
complex of traits representative of a highly restricted localized
variant of this larger pattern. Therefore, it is of the highest priority
that the archaeological features be preserved in order that a fuller
future understanding of this variation might be ‘possible. :

3. The panduriform enclosures are rare, the only other recorded
examples occur in adfacent Henry County.

4., It is the only site of its kind in the Eastern United States
readily accessible to the public.
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