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The old Sears, Roebuck and Company store Is a 110,000 square foot commercial 
structure in downtown Evansville. It is actually made up of three separate buildings, 
attached to one another by common walls.

The original store, constructed in 1920, is located on the corner of Fourth and 
Sycamore Streets and until 1937 was a free-standing rectangular structure of four 
stories with four bays on the Fourth Street side and seven bays on the Sycamore 
Street side. In 1937 a two-story addition was attached facing Fourth Street; two 
more stories were added to this in 19^6, so that the two buildings appeared as one 
with seven major bays on each side.

The first floor is characterized by large display windows flanked by limestone 
piers and pilasters, which are continued in brick on the upper floors. Each bay 
originally contained large double-hung windows, which have been bricked-in on the 
second and third floors and replaced on the fourth. The main entrances on Fourth 
Street and Sycamore Street have been changed from their original locations. The 
flat roof with its stone coping was originally trimmed in dentil molding, probably 
of pressed metal that has since been removed.

The interior of the building features poured concrete floors, with octagonal 
reinforced concrete columns under a twelve foot high ceiling. There are stairs on 
the east side of the building, and a staircase in the center of the building going 
to the basement, which is also used for display. There are elevators servicing 
all floors, including the basement. A mezzanine was added on the south and east 
walls of the 1937 addition surrounding the first floor, with an aluminum and glass 
railing and stairways on the east and north walls.
- •;; ; : •> i . • '•• .• • .'.} . ; •-•

The building known as The Annex was added in 19^3 next to the 1937 addition. 
This two-storey bui Idinrg is faced with limestone, and its four major bays continue 
the first floor display windows, with large windows on the second floors. An 
entrance through an arch at the north side leads to a flight of stairs to the 
second story with a wrought iron railing and slate stairs. The second floor occupies 
only the front half of the building. There are skylights in the rear half of the 
building allowing natural light to flood the first floor. The main loading docks 
are located in the rear of the Annex building, and also the freight elevator, 
which serves the original building on all floors.
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The old Sears Store stands as a landmark in American commercial history. Its 
conversion as the company's first retail outlet in 1925 marked the very hegemony of 
city life. Admittedly, the transition from a rural to an urban nation was a far 
larger phenomenon than the establishment of a retail store by a firm theretofore 
catalogue-only. Yet 1920 was the first Federal census tipping the balance of 
population to cities, and buying habits clearly underscore that trend.

In addition to commercial importance, however, the old Sears Store building 
shares in a significant midwestern architectural development. By 1920, when the 
building was actually erected, several shipping and manufacturing concerns—notably 
John Deere—had pioneered the construction of reinforced concrete warehouses and 
salesrooms. Large buildings--vaguely Chicago School in their ahistoricism— 
housed farm equipment and hardware in spaces unhindered by complex structural systems 
and supported by stout concrete floors. Buyers could shop free of pretentious 
ornament and equipment could be easily moved or rearranged.

Research into the Fourth and Sycamore buildings origin bears out this democratic 
appeal. Known first as the McCurdy Building, it served as the site of the Hercules 
Corporation, manufacturers of a gas engine and owned by the building's namesake, 
Colonel William McCurdy. Until Sears' occupation, McCurdy also* rented space to 
two hardware and automobile accessories companies.

Sears entered the picture through its contract with Hercules. McCurdy produced 
engines sold under the Sears aegis. For some reason, however, Sears was dissatisfied 
with the contract and sent General Robert E. Wood to negotiate its termination. 
When shown McCurdy's building, Wood was told that if Sears would place a retail store 
there, then the contract would be cancelled. Wood agreed and sold the inexpensive 
solution to his fellow executives in Chicago. On October 5» 1925 the building 
opened as site of the first Sears store to operate as a direct retail business 
independent of a catalogue department.

The early Sears period was one of growth and marketing experimentation. The 
Evansville employees were responsible for building the personality of the store and 
for establishing many policies which eventually became an integral part of the national 
retail organization. By the mid-1930's the store was cramped for space, and an 
expansion program was started. However, little had been accomplished before 1937 
and the disastrous Ohio River flood put a halt to construction. After the flood, 
though, work resumed in earnest. A new two-story building was completed on an 
adjacent parking lot in late 1937, and a two-story annex was erected in 19^3 to 
house farm equipment. Finally, two more floors were added to the 1937 addition. 
By 19^3 the Sears store had grown to three times its original size.
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In the early 1950's, with new lines of merchandise—such as televisions- 
demanding an increasing amount of space, the store again looked to expansion. 
The warehouse was moved to new and larger quarters, and The Farm Store took over 
that space. Then it became necessary to move automotive supplies into larger 
quarters, and a complete new service station was opened in 1955. The old service 
station site was converted into a parts department, and repair shop.

On Tuesday, October 4th, at 4:00, 1960, a bronze plaque was unveiled by 
Clarkes F. Kellstrout, Chairman of the Board of Sears, at the building marking 
Fourth and Sycamore as the site of the first Sears retail store. This bronze 
plaque was moved to its new home in the Sears Tower in Chicago on January 27, 1976, 
and was installed in a permanent display build especially for it on the 40th 
floor of the world's tallest building. The company asked that the plaque be 
removed to Chicago because it said it believed it deserves a place of honor in 
the company's history archives. The downtown Evansville Sears store was closed 
in December, 1976.



Form No. 10-300a 
(Rev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THh INTHRIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER PAGE

Evansville, Indiana, Courier, 1 January 1920; k November 193^; 9 January, 1938, 

Leonore Swoiskin, Sears Archivist, to Mort Snitzer, 25 May 1978.



ONTIUHMTt ... IN ICTOIUI, ml '

SEARS, ROEUUCK AND CO.
urtfttBin

FIRST RETAIL 
DEPARTMENT STORE

t«h nur MUU mjM wt K UMUTW 
Mrrwim 4 tun. MOU SUUMM, TMU

IAHW4MNC All MtUiriMI WOK flMVIII 

AMI«UVIC1TUTI«

AMERICAN CUSTOMER
M TM« 4IWAU Of

CLINEIUL ROBERT E. WOOD

Sin.

lUie executive Staff and employees

of Sealt, {Roebuck and Company

lequett tt\e plea$uie of youl company

at a plaque dedication at tne

coin** of ZTouitn and Sycamole 
^Tuesday, Octobel 4tht at 4 o'clock

on tne occasion of tne 
tniity-fiftn annive\*a*y of the

fitot Seals {Retail Stole 

opened in <Suan*w//e at

tot JL ^Y. 4m Stieet 

on Octobel 5, 19*5

5y Senegal Slooelt £. Wood, 

founded of Seal* {Retailing'
f

u,p,



•

V

fM

O
1

01

CO

s
TF
i
u

!
3

a

10

8
a

„.

on
0

</i
Oi
<
to

o

1

•f 

.c
4-1 

0

ai
J^
> t/>
x>>

llj
W

|O
u!

a

<f
•> 
u.

i
P
ul

3

Z

O1— 1

u
. < 

d

^

_C
•>

~~

~J

U ft

frcsS J
F 3

tJk
2'
ui*T

1•j
*

1

5I

g
3

K

*
*

T

X

fc

*ln
Ul

55

U

; ',<'.- •,!.'•

^y ' , ._/ ' ' - C'
«',':'•

STATE OF INDIANA ' '' 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

x INDIANA HISTORIC SITES AND STRUCTURES INVENTORY

- 1. HISTORIC NAME ^?£A,B.£> eCEBUC^ i CO-( flHLDfcO ^v SITE PLAN
2. OWNERSHIP: PUBLIC X PWVATE ^ ——— ,

^ NAME S « ca r>i or<» •* fb uv-rU Cft . . ^2
ADDRESS CR«Uov-<* tVtp^cU. /rJLo»>«K ShlVjch. ^ §

^ 3. LOCATION NOTES ^ ria \Un.L PLau. *3LO«I - :LlO • v ^ 5

r < -IA r i -^\ ^^S
i-O * Q- 1 " 1 T* O^ £ ' J

^ 4. VISIBLE FROM PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY: *% YES NO —— ". j'T-r^ ^
M'rJ *f Ol .

^ 5. USE PRESENT PAST 6. CATEGORY 8. ENDANGERED 
Residential (sing.) O D DISTRICT X NO 
Residential (mult.) D D X BUILDINGS) • YES/BY WHAT

* Commerce Q H STRUCTURE o
Industrial O D SITE tfftftfeMHlM C
Agriculture D D OBJECT g

Organization D D g 
Military DO d 
Polltirol H H 7. ACCESSIBLE fl. DATE \<^2X) *
Unknown D D YES/RESTRICTED 10. ARCHITECT/ BUILDER 5
Vacant H D YES/UNRESTRICTED £_<J *~& \- fc! A-/2X> T-S Aff c <i 5
Other D D X NO i rrt

11. PERIODS: ___ PREHISTORIC ___ 17TH/18TH CEN. ___ 1800-1880 ___ 1861-1898 J( 190OPRESENT

12. AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Archeology-Prehistoric Conservation Law Sculpture »
Archeology-Historic Economics Literature Social /Humanitarian 5
Agriculture Education Military Theater *

X. Architecture Engineering Music Transportation S
Art Exploration/Seniement Philosophy >^ Other (Specify) C

y Commerce Industry Polltlcs/Govemment p-\ti*r Q
Communicatlona Invention Religion (7KICIIN1AL f^EA<Z<>
Community Planning Landscape Architecture Science RKTAlL- OUTLET

13. STYLE 14. CONDITION 18. SITE INTEGRITY 
Federal EXCELLENT X ORIGINAL SITE
Greek Revival x GOOD MOVED DATE
Gothic Revival FAIR
'W'anate DETERIORATED 17. OUTBUILDINGS/SECONDARY STRUCTURES
becond Empire WINS X NO
Stick Style/EastiaKe UNEXPOSED YES 02--|9k-2iO VUA4 PACT OP

___ Queen Anne 
Romanesque Revival 4>Top* n
Colonial Revival " n

__ ̂Neoclassical 15. ALTERATIONS 18- IN ESTABLISHED HISTORIC DISTRICT H 
Bungalow UNALTERED X ....NO *
Vernacular MINOR YES/NAME =j

19. DESCRIPTION OF ENVIRONMENT (NATURAL AND MAN-MADE) T/t>v\JrOTOlUKJ . ~T KI6 STORE.

NWA6 f>EWZ& tfOeBUCkl'-i PiC*VT RerA.IL rMiTL-P^r UJV\JUWPCe

20. INFORMATION SOURCES ^\nf.C%\ -rn\iklM6Hi P A^E^SOE t NAT'L.. Re^l41TgB: WOM\MAT\CM

JOev^fAPeas '
•71. PREPARED BY >vl^Kl^V \. I DM/') 22. DATE 10/5 /"7T

'

7.

8.

9.

10.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

•f 17- 

[ 18-

]'I

I 21.

22.

23.

24.

25. 

28.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

BV UMfe^TDNJC P»E(25 ^ PJLA^TBSS WH16H

oti uppgg PLAT goaf w
UAD JeT

DP

ANO

AS 

T7)

guilT y>Y L^. C-- A<cC^j^y?Y 
fe. ^WPvCt. J: tJ^ LC (A /

NATIONAL REGISTER - 1 October 1979.

Building 1980 on contract to sell to 
an antique car dealer;however, con 
tractsale not uoiisuiiiciled • Dea.l6il 
"broke agreement, Tho building now 
stands



STATE OF IN DIANA
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

INDIANA HISTORIC SITES AND STRUCTURES INVENTORY

D. ADDRESS 111N. W. Fourth Street E. TOWN/CITY Evansville F. QUAD SHEET Evans vi lie Sc

i,

•

G. SITE X STRUCTURE H. NHL X, NR "**$ ***** 1. UTM H*—— ««• ^^H^l^ \V£A*¥t~i&i J£> |

s. 1. HISTORIC NAME ^eA(2S>, R06E.UCK £ £0 . ANNEX
4 2. OWNERSHIP: PUBLIC X PRIVATE

.j NAME ^ HCAiftAert. ^-poMr-VAx. CfcVviy>a*Mj

r ADDRESS ( KCcAxQKi tVvMtl^ *- XJUrXtfYv ^KefU

3 3. LOCATION NOTES 0 r(<jvtvo_l V Vduu. Lot TA\

A < -j fe ")
4. VISIBLE FROM PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY: X YES NOI- i- .

* 6. USE PRESENT PAST 8. CATEGORY
T Residential (sing.) D D DISTRICT

Residential (mult.) D D X. BUILDING(S) 
•*> Commerce H f& STRUCTURE
" Industrial D D SITE

Agriculture D O OBJECT
Transportation O D 
Organization D D 
Military O D 
Political O 07. ACCESSIBLE 
Unknown D D X YES/ RESTRICTED 1 
Vacant O D YES/UNRESTRICTED
Other D D NO

11. PERIODS: ___ PREHISTORIC ___ 17TH/18TH CEN. ___ 1800-1880 __

12. AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Archeology-Prehistoric Conservation Law
Archeology-Historic Economics Literature

___ Agriculture Education Military
X Architecture Engineering Music

Art Exploration/Settlement Philosophy

k^ SITE PLAN

X

O 3 
>* C\o g

WVN 4™ ST. *
8. ENDANGERED 

X NO 
YES/BY WHAT

"7 

9. DATE 1943*
0. ARCHITECT/BUILDER

P

I
Di

1861-1899 y; 1900-PRESENT 

Sculpture »
Social/Humanitarian §
Theater
Transportatla
Other (Specif

y, Commerce Industry Politics/Government
Communications Invention Religion
Community Planning Landscape Architecture Science

13. STYLE 14. CONDITION 18. SITE INTEGRITY 
Federa" EXCELLENT X ORIGINAl
Greek Revival x GOOD MOVED
Gothic Revival ' "FAIR

.SITE 
DATE

5
1 0

rt 5

nananate DETERIORATED 17. OUTBUILDINGS/SECONDARY STRUCTURES
secorwfcmpire RUINS X NO
Stick Style/ Eastiaxe UNEXPOSED YES

_____ Queen Anne 
Romanesque Revival
Colonial Revival
Neo-Classlcal 15. ALTERATIONS 18- IN ESTABUSHE
Bungalow UNALTERED X NO

3 HISTORIC DISTRICT

Vernacular MINOR YES/NAME 3
other (Specify) y MAJORQqifr-wiMPows)

19. DESCRIPTION OF ENVIRONMENT (NATURAL AND MAN-MADE) 1£)W M1Yn\,M VA/A4> CjjJ!llt.»i

"C^PT. OP £>££££, £O6BUe-4<

20. INFORMATION SOURCES pifiieOW To\MM4Wl P ^6&e?,<Ol?

21. PREPARED BY jVjfXKlOf J. LOMfq 22. DATE |0/$ I"!

L-A.R.&&.
8-

9-

10-

& OM l*r

OP BtDfe. ENlTRANJdfe tT L-gFT Sing

"• WAY.

13.


