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1. Name of Property

'
historic name Penn's Store

other nzmes/site number _BO=404

2. Locstion

street & aumber 1/10 mi. W of SR 243, on Boyle/Casey Co.'s line - NAnot for publication
city or <cwn _ Gravel Switch . & vicinity

state _Kentucky code _KY  county _Boyle County code 021 zip code 40328

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

& designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, 1 hereby certify that this & nomination

z=guest for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
's‘: ric Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. in my opinion, the property
-ects [] does not meet the National Regrster criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

tewtde Iocally See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
David L. V&)rgan, and

Fxecutive Director, KHC [—(3 "fﬁ/
\S(';LLTD of ¢ vgﬁ(fymg official/Title Date

cky Heritage Council/State Historic Preservation Office
Stz:= of Federal agency and bureau

{‘]1‘,.’
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I:L<l

In — cpinion, the property [7] meets {1 does not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation shezt for additional

cCm—ents.)
S zrziure of commenting official/Title Date
Swziz or F,e,deral agency and bureau

4. Naticyzl Park Service Certification

| here>y /[~y that the property is:
#-7zr2g in the National Register.

Date of Action

2/,/1( ag”

—_ See continuation sheet.
[T zs2r=ined eligible for the
*.zrcnal Register
__ See continuation sheet.

[ zsr2ined not eligible for the
.zcnal Register.
(T -2-cved from the National
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e axplain:)




Penn's Store’ (BO—404)
NameofPropeny

Boyle County, KY .
/County and State P -

5. Classification

FAEN

Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

(X private ‘ Xbuilding(s)
T public-local O district
T public-State ' 0 site

L public-Federal 0J structure

(] object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

Number of Resources within Property -
(Do not include prevnously listed r&cources in the count)

Contributing - Noncontnbutnng
1 ] 0 ' buildings
: O - 0 sntes ‘
A_AO S— ‘ 0 structures
o 9 objects
1 - 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

o

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter czzegories from instructions)

COMMERCE/TRADE: General Store

GOVERNMENT: Post Office

HFEALTHCARE: Medical Business

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMERCE/ TRADE: General Store

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter cz:zgories from instructions)

No Style

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation Stone

walls Wood: Board and Batten

roof Metal
other
Narrama Description
(Descriz= 1me historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

See Contlnuatlon Sheets
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'8. Statement of Slgmflcance

o

Appl&cable National Register Criteria
(Mark “x’" in one or more boxes for the criteria quahfymg the property
for Natanal Reguster listing.) .

’[X A Property is associated with events that have r'nade. v

a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

[J B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

(J C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
‘ndividual distinction.

[J D "roperty has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Marx "« in all the boxes that apply.)

Propey is:

J A cwned by a religious institution or used for
-zligious purposes.

(0 B -zmoved from its original location.

Oc

[$Y)

birthplace or grave.

0o

[}

cemetery.

3%}

] & = reconstructed building, object, or structure.

0 F z commemorative property.

[t}

] G 'z=ss than 50 years of age or achieved significance
wthin the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Expla.m =e significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

- Areas of Significance ~ - -
_. (Enter categories from instructions)

COMMERCE

Period of Significance

1850-1946

Significant Dates

1850

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked zocve)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Unknown

See Continuation Sheets |

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography

{Cite i~z zccks, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheats.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
[ greliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested
(J previcusly listed in the National Register
[ p-aviously determined eligible by the National
Fagister
C casi nated a National Historic Landmark
{3 recerded by HIStOFIC American Buildings Survey

[ rezcrced by Historic American Engineering
Sacord #

Primary location of additional data:

& State Historic Preservatic- Office
[J Other State agency

- [J Federal agency
(J Local government
O University’ >
(] Other

Name of repository:
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Name of Property PSR P County and State

PRV S

“10. Geographical Data co

Acreage of Property _ €SS than one acre

UTM References : } L
(Place zccitional UTM references on a continuation sheet) Gravel Switch Quandrangle -

161 [6]7,412,00] 411571 80] sl L

Zore Easting Northing . Zone Easting
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Northing

|

[

{7 see continuation shzat

Verbal Boundary Description
(Desc = tha boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

See Continuation Sheets

Boundcary Justification See Continuation Sheets
(Expiz. - ~ny the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name--e Amanda Bradley, Historian and Christine Amos, Historian

orgar.zion

Burry & Amos, Inc. (Heart of Danville, Inc‘)‘date November 21, 1996

926 Main Street

stree: & mumber telephone

(502) 633-5530

city ¢r 12wn Shelbyville state Kentucky zip coce

40065

Additicnal Documentation

Submiz o2 lcllowing items with the completed form:

Continuzation Sheets

Maps

% USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

~ Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resaurzes.
Photoc-zphs

==oresentative black and white photographs aof the property.

Additicnal items
(Chece ~~ 2~2 SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Properz; Owner

{(Corr ="z 1~ = item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

nars _ Alma Lane

stres: i - _—ber 2776 Little South Road telephone

city c* tram Gravel Switch State

Kentucky Zip cods 40328

Papers =~ Szaduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register ¢
c+ usting or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to i~
- zzzordance with the National Historic Preservatlon Act, as amanded (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

zthering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewirg the form. Direct comments regarding th ;s
:ne Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washmgton DC z
* 27d Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), \Washington, DC 20503.

<rden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per responss -
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Penn's Store (BO-404)
Boyle County, KY

7. Description

Penn's Store is located in the vicinity of the rural community of Gravel Switch in Boyle
County, Kentucky within the floodplain of the North Rolling Fork River. The one-room, frame store
sits near the intersection of State Route 37 and State Route 243 on the Boyle/Casey County lines.
Serving the local, rural Forkland community since its construction in 4850, the store sits on a parcel
of agricultural land fronted by farm acreage. The property Initially included the Penn homestead,
a log house dating from the nineteenth century, however that building burned down in the 1980s.
The store meets National Register of Historic Places Criterion A, and is significant as the only
remaining mid-nineteenth century general store in southwestern Boyle County, reputably being
"The Oldest Country Store West of the Allegheny Mountains” (Penn's Store Pamphlet). The store
building Is being nominated to the National Register, as an adjacent outdoor privy does not
contribute to the historic significance of the site property. The building, described below, remains
one of few extant examples of mid-nineteenth century, rural commercial stores in the region.

The store is sited with its rear elevation backed to a knob (a large hill) and facing the North
Rolling Fork River. It is a one-story, box frame, gable front building with board and batten slai‘h"g ’
and a south side extended shed. The roof is clad with standing seam metal. A three bay front
faces east with a full-length shed porch supported by square wood posts and a tongue-in-groove
floor. The central vertical plank entry door has a wood screen door and is flanked by 4/4 sash
windows. The one-bay shed to the south has a paneled wood door and single sash window with
four panes. All windows have plain wood surrounds and sills. The building sits on a continuous
stone foundation.

The building's interior retains much of its historical fabric and appearance as a single
open room with original wood counters and shelving along the side and rear walls. The shelving
is of plain, circular sawn boards. There is a narrow tongue-and-groove board ceiling, a central
entry door on the rear wall, and a centrally-located wood burning stove that is removed during
months of the warm season. The shed is a narrow room with wood floors and vertical plank walls
and Is used for storage.
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8. Statement of Significance

Penn's Store (BO-404), located in the extreme southwest corner of Boyle County, between
front hills of the Knobs and the North Rolling Fork River, meets National Register of Historic Places
Criterion A, and is a significant example of a rural, nineteenth century commercial building within
the historic context of "History of Penn's Store, 1850-1946". Penn's Store has served as a small
commercial and social magnet for residents in the Forkland Region of Boyle County since its circa
1850s construction, offering dry goods and farm supplies for sale, while aiso housing a post office
and dentist office. The store retains excellent historic integrity and remains the sole operating
historic business of this type in the Knobs area of the county. The property's period of significance
spans from its date of construction in 1850 through 1946, when the store operated as a locall
commercial center under the ownership of the Penn family. As most examples of rural, nineteenth
century stores in Kentucky no longer exist with good physical integrity, Penn's Store is an important
document of nineteenth century rural commercial practices and building techniques.

The development of sr/hall, rural commercial centers throughout the Bluegrass region was
visually apparently by the mid-nineteenth century, a result of commerce locating fo meet the
needs of a surrounding agricultural area, As was common throughout the Bluegrass region, the
fertile grounds of Boyle County yielded many agricultural products for its residents. Small, rural.
communities like Gravel Switch were established away from the county seat of Danville to serve
residents of the outlying farms. As a rule, these communities were oriented tfowards the needs of
agriculture and bounded by shared traditions, experiences and places (Amos, 1988: NP). Post
offices and small businesses were established at these locations. Such services functioned as a
rural community's nucleus; typically the business owners lived in the commercial building or in
houses adjacent fo or near the stores.

The rural community of Gravel Switch is a loosely defined geographic area in the valley
of the North Rolling Fork River in the southwest corner of Boyle County. The Gravel Switch area
was occupied by Virginia settlers who raised mainly tolbacco and corn (Forkland Community
History Committee, 1988: 4). The settlers used locally abundant stone and wood from the forested
Knobs to construct homes and agricultural bufldings. The community was virtually inaccessible
during winter months as no all-weather roads traversed the Knobs. The remote location, the rolling
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terrain of the region, and marginal soils resulted In a mostly subsistence level of farming for many
decades. The area remained fairly isolated from outside trade until the mid-nineteenth century
artival of the Louisville and Nashville (L&N) Railroad, The railroad brought a variety of new
material goods from outside the region and gave farmers access to larger markets.

-In 1850, M.W. "Dick" Penn and son, Martin, purchased a small, recently built store that
replaced an earlier store builtin 1843, Located in close proximity to the river and the main road
bed leading to Gravel Switch, the store served residents located in the southeastern outskirts of
the community, offering food, farm supplies, sewing goods and other notions. From the L&N
station house in Gravel Switch, commercial goods were unloaded and transported overland
approximately two miles southeast to Penn's Store, Known in early days as "Rollings”, the store
also served as a post office In 1886 with Dick Penn serving as postmaster. Penn was also licensed
by the Commonweaith to practice medicine and prescribe drugs and also practiced dentistry.
Dick and Martin Penn operated the store until 1933 when Martin's five sons and five daughters
took over. /

The building stands today much like it did in 1850, a one-story, frame, gable front, one-
room building with a single bay side shed. The store remains remarkably unaltered, perhaps
because it has never undergone a change in ownership. A log house owned by the Penn family .
stood south of the store until it burned in the 1980s. A recently constructed privy stands near the
store with an herb garden separating the two buildings. The store is no longer the only "general
store" in the Forkland region, yet by far, it is the most famous as it claims to be "The Oldest Country
Store West of the Allegheny Mountains” (Penn’s Store Pamphlet). The store has been featured in
newspaper and magazine articles across the United States, most recently Southern Living, and
is the host of the annual "Penn’s Store Great Outhouse Blowout", a local music and crafts festival.

Owned and operated by the Penn family since 1850, Penn's Store remains an important
part of the Gravel Switch community and is locally significant for its role as a long-established
place for commerce and frade and as a rare, surviving example of a modest, one-room general
store serving a rural community in the Knobs Region, the outer Bluegrass of Kentucky.
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10. Verbal Boundary Description

Penn's Store is located in the extreme southwest corner of Boyle County, along the Knobs
and the North Rolling Fork River. Situated west of State Route 243, the nominated property
includes the gable front, frame commercial building, constructed in 1850, and shown on Casey
County Property Identification Map 29, Parcel 2 in the Casey County Property Value Administration
Office. The nomination includes only the store building, located on the western edge of Parcel
2, and not the associated acreage.

Boundary Justificafion

Penn's Store has historically been assoclated with land owned by the Penn Family since
the mid-nineteenth century. Originally, the land also included farm acreage and a main
residence. The store is located on the central western edge of the property, fronted by a gravel
driveway. /
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PHOTOGRAPHS

Penn's Store, Boyle County, KY

Photographs by: C. Amanda Bradley
Burry & Amos, Inc.
926 Main Street
Shelbyville, KY 40065

Date: November, 1996

Penn's Store, East (front) facade and south side shed
4 of 1
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1. Name of Property

'
historic name Penn's Store

other nzmes/site number _BO=404

2. Locstion

street & aumber 1/10 mi. W of SR 243, on Boyle/Casey Co.'s line - NAnot for publication
city or <cwn _ Gravel Switch . & vicinity

state _Kentucky code _KY  county _Boyle County code 021 zip code 40328

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

& designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, 1 hereby certify that this & nomination

z=guest for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
's‘: ric Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. in my opinion, the property
-ects [] does not meet the National Regrster criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

tewtde Iocally See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
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*.zrcnal Register
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zlister.

e axplain:)




Penn's Store’ (BO—404)
NameofPropeny

Boyle County, KY .
/County and State P -

5. Classification

FAEN

Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

(X private ‘ Xbuilding(s)
T public-local O district
T public-State ' 0 site

L public-Federal 0J structure

(] object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

Number of Resources within Property -
(Do not include prevnously listed r&cources in the count)

Contributing - Noncontnbutnng
1 ] 0 ' buildings
: O - 0 sntes ‘
A_AO S— ‘ 0 structures
o 9 objects
1 - 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

o

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter czzegories from instructions)

COMMERCE/TRADE: General Store

GOVERNMENT: Post Office

HFEALTHCARE: Medical Business

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMERCE/ TRADE: General Store

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter cz:zgories from instructions)

No Style

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation Stone

walls Wood: Board and Batten

roof Metal
other
Narrama Description
(Descriz= 1me historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

See Contlnuatlon Sheets
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'8. Statement of Slgmflcance

o

Appl&cable National Register Criteria
(Mark “x’" in one or more boxes for the criteria quahfymg the property
for Natanal Reguster listing.) .

’[X A Property is associated with events that have r'nade. v

a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

[J B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

(J C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
‘ndividual distinction.

[J D "roperty has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Marx "« in all the boxes that apply.)

Propey is:

J A cwned by a religious institution or used for
-zligious purposes.

(0 B -zmoved from its original location.

Oc

[$Y)

birthplace or grave.

0o

[}

cemetery.

3%}

] & = reconstructed building, object, or structure.

0 F z commemorative property.

[t}

] G 'z=ss than 50 years of age or achieved significance
wthin the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Expla.m =e significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

- Areas of Significance ~ - -
_. (Enter categories from instructions)

COMMERCE

Period of Significance

1850-1946

Significant Dates

1850

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked zocve)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Unknown

See Continuation Sheets |
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[ rezcrced by Historic American Engineering
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Primary location of additional data:

& State Historic Preservatic- Office
[J Other State agency

- [J Federal agency
(J Local government
O University’ >
(] Other

Name of repository:
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7. Description

Penn's Store is located in the vicinity of the rural community of Gravel Switch in Boyle
County, Kentucky within the floodplain of the North Rolling Fork River. The one-room, frame store
sits near the intersection of State Route 37 and State Route 243 on the Boyle/Casey County lines.
Serving the local, rural Forkland community since its construction in 4850, the store sits on a parcel
of agricultural land fronted by farm acreage. The property Initially included the Penn homestead,
a log house dating from the nineteenth century, however that building burned down in the 1980s.
The store meets National Register of Historic Places Criterion A, and is significant as the only
remaining mid-nineteenth century general store in southwestern Boyle County, reputably being
"The Oldest Country Store West of the Allegheny Mountains” (Penn's Store Pamphlet). The store
building Is being nominated to the National Register, as an adjacent outdoor privy does not
contribute to the historic significance of the site property. The building, described below, remains
one of few extant examples of mid-nineteenth century, rural commercial stores in the region.

The store is sited with its rear elevation backed to a knob (a large hill) and facing the North
Rolling Fork River. It is a one-story, box frame, gable front building with board and batten slai‘h"g ’
and a south side extended shed. The roof is clad with standing seam metal. A three bay front
faces east with a full-length shed porch supported by square wood posts and a tongue-in-groove
floor. The central vertical plank entry door has a wood screen door and is flanked by 4/4 sash
windows. The one-bay shed to the south has a paneled wood door and single sash window with
four panes. All windows have plain wood surrounds and sills. The building sits on a continuous
stone foundation.

The building's interior retains much of its historical fabric and appearance as a single
open room with original wood counters and shelving along the side and rear walls. The shelving
is of plain, circular sawn boards. There is a narrow tongue-and-groove board ceiling, a central
entry door on the rear wall, and a centrally-located wood burning stove that is removed during
months of the warm season. The shed is a narrow room with wood floors and vertical plank walls
and Is used for storage.



NP8 Fam 10-600-a
- , OM8 Aoproval Na, 10240018

United States Department of the Interlor
-National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet "

Section number _ 8 page _ 2

Penn's Store (BO-404)
Boyle County, KY

8. Statement of Significance

Penn's Store (BO-404), located in the extreme southwest corner of Boyle County, between
front hills of the Knobs and the North Rolling Fork River, meets National Register of Historic Places
Criterion A, and is a significant example of a rural, nineteenth century commercial building within
the historic context of "History of Penn's Store, 1850-1946". Penn's Store has served as a small
commercial and social magnet for residents in the Forkland Region of Boyle County since its circa
1850s construction, offering dry goods and farm supplies for sale, while aiso housing a post office
and dentist office. The store retains excellent historic integrity and remains the sole operating
historic business of this type in the Knobs area of the county. The property's period of significance
spans from its date of construction in 1850 through 1946, when the store operated as a locall
commercial center under the ownership of the Penn family. As most examples of rural, nineteenth
century stores in Kentucky no longer exist with good physical integrity, Penn's Store is an important
document of nineteenth century rural commercial practices and building techniques.

The development of sr/hall, rural commercial centers throughout the Bluegrass region was
visually apparently by the mid-nineteenth century, a result of commerce locating fo meet the
needs of a surrounding agricultural area, As was common throughout the Bluegrass region, the
fertile grounds of Boyle County yielded many agricultural products for its residents. Small, rural.
communities like Gravel Switch were established away from the county seat of Danville to serve
residents of the outlying farms. As a rule, these communities were oriented tfowards the needs of
agriculture and bounded by shared traditions, experiences and places (Amos, 1988: NP). Post
offices and small businesses were established at these locations. Such services functioned as a
rural community's nucleus; typically the business owners lived in the commercial building or in
houses adjacent fo or near the stores.

The rural community of Gravel Switch is a loosely defined geographic area in the valley
of the North Rolling Fork River in the southwest corner of Boyle County. The Gravel Switch area
was occupied by Virginia settlers who raised mainly tolbacco and corn (Forkland Community
History Committee, 1988: 4). The settlers used locally abundant stone and wood from the forested
Knobs to construct homes and agricultural bufldings. The community was virtually inaccessible
during winter months as no all-weather roads traversed the Knobs. The remote location, the rolling
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terrain of the region, and marginal soils resulted In a mostly subsistence level of farming for many
decades. The area remained fairly isolated from outside trade until the mid-nineteenth century
artival of the Louisville and Nashville (L&N) Railroad, The railroad brought a variety of new
material goods from outside the region and gave farmers access to larger markets.

-In 1850, M.W. "Dick" Penn and son, Martin, purchased a small, recently built store that
replaced an earlier store builtin 1843, Located in close proximity to the river and the main road
bed leading to Gravel Switch, the store served residents located in the southeastern outskirts of
the community, offering food, farm supplies, sewing goods and other notions. From the L&N
station house in Gravel Switch, commercial goods were unloaded and transported overland
approximately two miles southeast to Penn's Store, Known in early days as "Rollings”, the store
also served as a post office In 1886 with Dick Penn serving as postmaster. Penn was also licensed
by the Commonweaith to practice medicine and prescribe drugs and also practiced dentistry.
Dick and Martin Penn operated the store until 1933 when Martin's five sons and five daughters
took over. /

The building stands today much like it did in 1850, a one-story, frame, gable front, one-
room building with a single bay side shed. The store remains remarkably unaltered, perhaps
because it has never undergone a change in ownership. A log house owned by the Penn family .
stood south of the store until it burned in the 1980s. A recently constructed privy stands near the
store with an herb garden separating the two buildings. The store is no longer the only "general
store" in the Forkland region, yet by far, it is the most famous as it claims to be "The Oldest Country
Store West of the Allegheny Mountains” (Penn’s Store Pamphlet). The store has been featured in
newspaper and magazine articles across the United States, most recently Southern Living, and
is the host of the annual "Penn’s Store Great Outhouse Blowout", a local music and crafts festival.

Owned and operated by the Penn family since 1850, Penn's Store remains an important
part of the Gravel Switch community and is locally significant for its role as a long-established
place for commerce and frade and as a rare, surviving example of a modest, one-room general
store serving a rural community in the Knobs Region, the outer Bluegrass of Kentucky.
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10. Verbal Boundary Description

Penn's Store is located in the extreme southwest corner of Boyle County, along the Knobs
and the North Rolling Fork River. Situated west of State Route 243, the nominated property
includes the gable front, frame commercial building, constructed in 1850, and shown on Casey
County Property Identification Map 29, Parcel 2 in the Casey County Property Value Administration
Office. The nomination includes only the store building, located on the western edge of Parcel
2, and not the associated acreage.

Boundary Justificafion

Penn's Store has historically been assoclated with land owned by the Penn Family since
the mid-nineteenth century. Originally, the land also included farm acreage and a main
residence. The store is located on the central western edge of the property, fronted by a gravel
driveway. /
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PHOTOGRAPHS

Penn's Store, Boyle County, KY

Photographs by: C. Amanda Bradley
Burry & Amos, Inc.
926 Main Street
Shelbyville, KY 40065

Date: November, 1996

Penn's Store, East (front) facade and south side shed
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