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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
The property being described, commonly known as The Old Stoker House, 

has been in its present location since its construction in the late 1840's. Its 
original log construction, although not readily apparent, can still be observed 
as supported by accompanying photographs. Modifications of- its original design 
have been accomplished over the years. Accurate details of all of these modifi 
cations are not available; however, the significant changes are described below:

The original log construction was completed in the late 1840's by slave 
labor owned by Henry Stoker. The basic design can be characterized as that of a 
hewn log dog-trot design. This is a design which includes one or more rooms in 
two separate enclosures, or pens with an open hallway in between, all under one 
roof. The general plan of the house included one large room and one small room 
on each side of a long hall. A stairway in the hall led to a half story area 
which housed additional sleeping quarters. The large rooms were 20 feet by 20 
feet. They were constructed of hewn logs 4 inches by 5 inches. These logs were 
dove-tailed or notched such that they made a perfectly square corner. Each log 
interlocked with the others so that only the top log could be removed. The logs 
were hewn so evenly that they fit together with such ease that no cracks were 
visible. The sills of the house are hewn of long leaf pine and are about 18 inches 
square and some 27 feet in length. They were notched and pinned together with 
wooden pegs. These sills were placed on native stones. These logs have remained 
intact under the materials that have been used in subsequent renovations. The 
native stones and sills are also still visible. The flooring was hand sawn in 
1 by 8 widths of long leaf pine and is still visible. There was an open fireplace 
at the east end of the house. The overall dimensions of the house were 54 feet by 
38 feet.

The exact date of the first renovation is not known. At that time the 
logs were boxed in with 1 by 12 planks both inside and out. In and around 1895 
the second renovation occurred. At this time the hall was closed in and the 
stairway removed. All of the inside walls were covered with beaded siding made 
of long leaf pine lumber. The outside was covered with drop siding. One of the 
most significant changes occurred in the large west room. Here the ceiling was 
raised to reflect the high ceiling style of this era. This was done in such a 
unique and ornate manner that this room remains an excellent example of turn-of- 
the-century design. At the same time, a fireplace was added to the west room. 
Each fireplace has its original mantel. This second renovation also included the 
addition of a kitchen and dining area. Prior to this time, both had been located 
behind the house.

At present, the house remains as it was at the end of the second 
renovation. The only additions have been indoor plumbing and periodic paintings.

The house is surrounded by both hardwood and coniferous trees. The 
yard contains fruit trees of several varieties. A seven acre lake lies directly 
behind the house.
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7. Description

About 50 yards to the West is the barn, which was built at
approximately the same time as the house. The barn is built of logs notched 
together. The plates are notched and pegged together with wooden pegs. The 
sills are hewn from solid oak logs. The split board roof remained until 1925, 
at which time tin roofing was applied. Harness pegs fashioned of native wood 
still adorn the walls of the barn. On each side of the log pens are somewhat 
deteriorated stables. Feed troughs hewn from hollow logs lie directly beneath 
the original hay racks. The barn is of the typical double-pen design.

Plans presently underway to restore the house and barn include removal 
of all contemporary furniture and accessories from the house. These will be 
replaced with period reproductions or authentic pieces reminiscent of the life 
and times of the Old Stoker House. These plans are to be executed under the 
direction and at the expense of Riley J. Stoker, a fourth generation descendent 
of Henry Stoker, and his daughter, Rebecca Stoker Kyle. No specific plans or 
details of restoration are available at this time.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Stoker House is being nominated to the National Register because of 
its significance in Architecture, Agriculture and Exploration/Settlement on a 
local and regional level.

The house is architecturally significant because its original log 
construction has been at its present site since the late 1840's. Records 
indicate that it is the oldest house in Sabine Parish still at its original 
site. The Stoker House is also an excellent example of a house which 
illustrates well the series of changes which typically occurred from period to 
period to accomodate changing family needs and stylistic considerations in the 
nineteenth century.

The agricultural significance is apparent in the fact that the Stoker 
House sits on acreage that was once part of one of the earliest flourishing farms 
in Sabine Parish, Louisiana. Henry Stoker, original owner of the property, 
furnished produce to Ft. Jesup, a nearby military outpost begun in 1823. The old 
barn which lies adjacent to the house still contains reminiscences of local 
agricultural history. Items from the original blacksmith shop behind the house 
have been recovered by the family with the use of a metal detector and will be 
used in the restoration of the house and barn. This barn was also used as a way 
station for the stagecoach that traveled the El Camino Real.

The Exploration/Settlement area is perhaps the strongest in terms of 
historical significance. The Stoker House has been the stronghold of one of the 
oldest families along the El Camino Real for five generations. In 1818, the land 
upon which the house sits was settled by Henry Stoker and his wife, Nancy Varnell 
Stoker. They arrived in the area riding two horfe'se and leading two pack horses. 
The area appealed to them because it reminded them of their native Kentucky. 
There was ample game and food so they decided to settle.

They built a lean-to a few yards from the present house site to serve 
as a temporary home. The lean-to was constructed between two trees, a small 
beech and an oak. The lean-to poles were covered with moss, leaves, and mud. 
Riley J. Stoker, a fourth generation descendent of Henry Stoker, recalls the 
beech stump which formed the remains of the lean-to.

On a hill, near the lean-to, a log cabin was constructed. This became 
the home of Henry and Nancy Stoker. Henry Stoker became a respected and prosperous 
member of the parish community. In the period that followed he acquired an
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8. Significance

undetermined number of acres in this district between the Rio Hondo and Sabine 
Rivers. Records indicate that he acquired these lands by virtue of occupation 
as well as by buying portions from the Adais Indians. One such record indicates 
that he acquired several acres by trading ponies to the Indians. A family 
document dated August 22, 1839 seems to indicate that he purchased land at that 
time from a Spaniard named Marian Sanchez.

Henry Stoker later became a member of a vigilantes organization which 
greatly assisted in quelling the banditry of the Neutral Strip. His activities 
as a member of this group are well known to local historians as evidenced by his 
presence in the pages of such books as Reverend Devil and History of Sabine 
Parish. Pages sixty-seven through seventy of Reverend Devil relate how he killed 
horse thief Hiram Midkiff, who is referred to by Mr. Phares as the "boldest of 
Murrells' lieutenants". Rebecca Stoker Kyle, great-great granddaughter of Henry 
Stoker has in her possession the gun referred to in this incident. (Upon 
complete restoration, the gun will be returned to the house.)

In 1824, Henry Stoker applied for a claim to this land through the 
Register of Land at Opelousas, Louisiana. It was not until 1878 that his heirs 
received a legal title. This Federal Land Grant Deed is in possession of the 
Stoker Family. It contains the Presidential Seal and Signature. This was 
accomplished during the administration of Rutherford B. Hayes.

It is apparent from family records that Henry Stoker became a well-to-do 
member of the parish community. His will, which remains in readable condition, 
proves that he was owner of a substantial number of slaves. In History of Sabine 
Parish, page 148, Nancy Stoker is listed among those having more than six slaves. 
It is known that Henry Stoker died before 1848. His will, dated January 1844, 
was written shortly before his death. It appears that he was very ill at the 
time that his will was written.

Henry Stoker and his wife, Nancy Varnell Stoker, had four sons: 
William, Riley, Matthew, and Richard. Matthew and Richard were both killed in 
the Civil War. William later became parish coroner and according to family 
records may have been acting sheriff of Sabine Parish at one time. Henry's 
son Riley was born in or around 1826. He married Elizabeth Fox and they had 
ten children - six sons and four daughters. Family records indicate that the 
house being nominated was built by Riley and his wife Elizabeth in the late 
1840's. It is known that Riley eventually became sole owner of his father's 
holdings. It is not clear how this happened, although it can be partially 
explained by the early deaths of Matthew and Richard in the Civil War. It is 
probable that Riley purchased William's interest in the property.
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8. Significance

All of Riley and Elizabeth's ten children were born in the Stoker 
House. This fact alone places its construction before 1853. Charles, the 
oldest of the children known to have been born in the house, was born in 1853.

Riley, like his father Henry Stoker, was well respected in the
community. He was very active in masonic work and was widely respected for his 
knowledge of masonry. He was quite active in parish governmental affairs.

All of Riley Stoker's holdings were divided between four sons: Riley, 
Alien, Henry, and Jim. His other children were bought out of the property either 
because of other interests or because of marriage. His son Henry's part of the 
property included the Stoker House with the understanding that Henry and his wife 
Janie Cutrer Stoker would care for him until his death. It was also stipulated 
that they take care of Jessie Mary Stoker, an unmarried daughter.

Henry Stoker and his wife Janie lived in the house until their deaths. 
It was then occupied for a period of approximately ten years by their only 
daughter, Edna Stoker Jordan.

The house is now in possession of Rebecca Stoker Kyle, a fifth 
generation descendent of the original Henry Stoker. The house was presented 
to her as a gift from her father, Riley J. Stoker, youngest son of Henry 
and Janie Stoker. This gift was made in view of her interest in restoring and 
preserving this house as a living monument to the entire Stoker family.

The Old Stoker House has played a significant role in the development 
of the history of the area known as the El Camino Real. Its occupants for four 
generations have made an impact upon the progress of the El Camino Real upper 
territory. Also important is the fact that the Old Stoker House stands as the 
oldest original house in Sabine Parish. For these reasons the house is being 
nominated to the National Register of Historic Places, and plans are being 
formulated to preserve the house for the benefit of future generations.
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