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1. Name of Property

higaric name MARLBOROUGH CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT

other names/site number

2. Location

Main, Balton, Central, High, Lincoln, Progpect, Mechanicand W. Main Stregts
dregt & numba Bates Monument & Rawlins Avenues not for publication
city or town MARLBOROUGH vicinity
Sae MASSACHUSETTS ocode MA aounty MIDDLESEX code 017 zip code 01752

3. state/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this 1"nomination
» request for detenmination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
Sjneets « does not meet tlie National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property t>e considered significant

| nationally « statewide “locally. (* See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

~nature of certifying official/Title JuditkB*. McDionough, Executive Director Datel
Itssachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

tional Park Service Certification
' certify that this property is:
| entered in the National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» detenmined not eligible for the
National Register
» removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



Mariborough Center HP

Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property

(Check as many t>oxes as apply) (Check only one box)

X private building(s)

X public-local X district

_ public-State site

_ public-Federal structure
object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.]
N/A

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)
GOVERNMENT: citv hall, post office, court, police &
fire station
COMMERCE: store, business, professional,

financial institution, restaurant
DOMESTIC: single, multiple dwellings

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

MID-19™ CENT.: Greek Revival

LATE VICTORIAN: Second Empire. Italianate. Gothic,
Queen Anne. Renaissance Revival

LATE 19" & 20"* CENT. REVIVALS: Colonial Revival.

Beaux Arts, Italian Renaissance

Narrative Description

Middlesex. MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
38 15 _buildings
1 _ sites
_structures_
_objects
52 20 total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

2 (149. 151-55 Main Street - 1983)

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)
GOVERNMENT: citv hall, public safety
COMMERCE; store, business, professional
financial institution, restaurant
DOMESTIC: single & multiple dwellings

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation STONE: granite. BRICK. CONCRETE

walls BRICK STONE: granite, sandstone, limestone
WOOD:shingle. weatherboard SYNTHETIC

roof ASPHALT; STONE: slate, SYNTHETICS: rubber

other STONE: marble TERRA COTTA

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Marlborough' Center Historic District is located in the gpproximate center of the city of
Marlborough, a the westem edge of Middlesex County. The twenty-three-acre district is the mgjor
higtoric civic, ingtitutional, and commercia core of the community, encompassing 38 contributing
buildings, five dtes, one structure, and eight contributing objects that date from the early settlement
period through the 1940s  Most of the resources are strung in a near-continuous esst-west corridor of
dreetfronts dong both ddes of Main Stret, while short spurs offree-standingbuildings extend north
up four adjoining streets and west onto Monument Avenue, Lincoln Street, and the bese of West Main
Street.  Although mid-twentieth-century urban renewa and downtown highway by-pass congruction
for Massachusetts Route 20 removed a lae-nineteenth-century warehouse- and tenement area just
south of Main Street, that demolition opened up a dramatic vista of the historic district that alowsit to
be viewed nearly inits entirety againg the densdy-developed hillsideresidentia neighborhood to the
north.

While the district maintains the generd gppearance of a late-nineteenth- and early-twentieth-century
brick-and-sone commercia downtown, the resources within it goan a broad range of scde, materids,
and building types. Along the length of Main Street and extending ashort distance up Mechanic Street
and Rawlins Avenue ae commercia blocks built between 1870 and 1948, including four bank
buildings that reflect Marlborough's former role as a progperous industrid center. Nearly all the
commercid buildings are of masonry congtruction: severd are brick with sone, terra-cotta, cadt iron
or concrete detailing; three are faced with sandgone, granite, or limestone. On three Sde dregtsof the
district are severd nineteenth-century housesthat dand as a reminder of many more that once stood
dong Main Stret itself They include both vernacular designs and well-preserved examples of the
high-style Greek Revival, Second Empire and Queen Aime. Four churches are located hae—an 1853
Itdlianate building that overlooks its own landscgped common, a modest red-brick Gothic church of
1871, aflamboyant Queen Aime shingle and sone church of 1889, and a smdl shingled Eastem
Reviva church of 1925. The view west down Main Street from the didtrict's eest end is dominated by
a prominent symbol of Marlborough's period of prosperity prior to World War I~the brick and
limestone Beaux Arts Marlborough City Hall of 1905. Looking eest from the west end, onés eye is
drawn to the massve Colonia Reviva High School/Jmior High of 1898/1926 perched on thehillside
of the historic town common. Other strong focal points of the digtrict are two Renaissance Revivd
ingtitutional buildings-one, the 1912 pogt office, in sanddone the other, the 1904 public library of
Roman buff brick. Indicative of the many layers of history that are often evident in aNew

(continued)
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England downtown, however, the digtrict dso indudes both Marlborough's ssoond-ddest cametay of
1706, and, aoossthe dregt from it, a 1940s Worcester diner. In kegaing with the civic focusof the
aeg, vad wa monumats ae located here, aswell.

With the exception of ten wood-frame buildings which have bean covered wath synthetic Sding, visble
modem dhanges to the older buildings in the didtrict are confined largdly to the dteration of firg-story
dorefronts, and to same minor window replecemat.  Thae are 15 non-contributing buildings in the
aeg, which gengdly edho ther neighbors or predecessarsin scde and mateaids. Onedory mesonry
commerad buildings replace or fill goeoes bawean early twentieth-century buildings of smilar height,
for indance, and two large multi-sory aomdexes—a Masonic lodge and an dderly-housng complex,
dand on the gtes of another multi-gtory lodge building and a large nineteenth-cantury dhoe factory.
Some breeks in the Main and Mechanic sregtscapes | eft byfiresor demalitions have bean utilized for
parking lots, which for the mod part are partidly sreaned with landscaping. Other goeoes bawean
buildings have bean landscgped or atherwise upgraded by the city in recent years including a smdl
non-contributing park oppodte the common a the comer of Man and Progpedt Sfregts A ningeanth-
century tradition dso continues in three modam flights of dairs that cocupy the position of historic
dairs up the e ledge dong the north sde of Main Stredt.

The description of the contributing resourcesin the Marlborough Center didtrict followsfrom eedt to
wed, progressng from the surviving core of the old "eedt village' to the southwest section of the
former "wes village'.

The 1853 white Itdianate Union Church (First Congregationdl), a traditiondly-designed gebleed
church which gnce 1938 hes hed a low bell tower centared over the facade, 1ooks south from its
position on the lower dope of Saring Hill over its own common, the Union Common. (Map#s 1 ad
2). The common, a long .8-aare rectangle extending from Man up the eedt 9de of Bolton Sfredt,

ganad its cenfrd maple-lined brick pathway leeding up from Man Sregt to the church in the second
haf of the ningeenth century. An ocdtagond granite-block watering frough of 1898 dands on a
pededd in the canter of the common's south ssction (Magp #3).  In the southwest comer of the
common, a modem gone and brick tower hods the bronze, early-ningteenth-cantury *John Brown

Bell", rdocated to MarlboroughfromHarpers Farry, Wes Virginia, after the Civil War (Map #4).

(continued)
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Across Bolton Sfreet from the common the Main Sfreet corridor of the district begins with thetwo-

dory brick and terra-cotta Colonid/Renaissance Revival Centra Fire and Police Station of 1909 (Map
#5 ), now vacant. It is one of severd downtown buildingsdesigned by loca architect and engineer
James Bigelow, and was constmcted by Thomas P. Hurley, one of two major loca builders whose
work iswidely represented in the district. The building's three sgparatefimctionsare clearly articulated
on the exterior—the fire station has three segmentd-arched garage-door openings surmoimted by triple
windows, the police station's offices occupied the cenfral section, where the main recessed, segmentd-
ached enfrance bay curves aroimd the comer of Bolton Sfreet; and the Marlborough Police (later

District) Court was housed in the higher northeest section, which has its own wide recessed enfrance
and high mullioned windows that still light the well-preserved sscond-gory courtroom. Ped the
cenfral gation parking lot and a modem infill sore building is the lone survivor of the eestem dugter

of nearly-connected multi-story brick-front commercia blocksbuilt inthe 1870's and 1830s—the 1881

Fedey Building & 121 Main (Map #7). The upper portion of its three-story facade, formerly the front

of one of the areds many smal boarding houseshotds, displays a variety of the "pand brick”

decoration that was popular a the time. The two-bay storefront of itsfirst-storysdoon (later afrxiit
and confectionery store), which retains itswooden mullions and lower pandls, is one of the most intact

in the downtown area

Nearly opposite the Fedey Building is one of the latest resources in the district. Typica of 1940s
downtown commercia constmction, the Sher Building (126, 128, 130, 132, 134, 136 Main Sfreet) isa
one-gory, sx-sore complex (Map#8). Although the brick first sory of two late-nineteenth-century
busness blocks still forms the badc stmcture, most of the building's character comes from the
experimental materiads usid in the the four westem plate-glass storefronts, which were renovated ca
1948 with ceramic pands and decorative sheet-mead gratings below the windows, and continuous
pands of opague black Carrarra glass above.

The Boston architecturd firm of Allen, Collens, & Berry desgned the next building on the south sde
of the Sfreet, the wel-preserved Beaux Arts Marlborough Citv Hall a 140 Main (Map #10.)
Congmcted in 1905 by Thomas Hurley, City Hall is amagnificent symbol of Marlborough's pride in
its newly-established city status. Thewalls are ayellow Roman brick, lavishly accentuated with white
limestone pilasters, pediments, pands, and comices, thetall casament windows of the main story have
ssgmenta  pediments on garlanded consoles and open onto cast-iron balconets. A high square clock
tower crowns a centra facade pavilion which still retains its original pair of massve double-leaf
mahogany doors. A mid-twentieth-century concrete multi-store block sands next to City Hall, onthe
gteof the 1902 depot of the "south” or "agricultural™ branch railroad.

(continued)
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Two high Victorian brick commercia blocks, the 1880 Temple Building & 149 Main Street and

the Warren Block of 1892 a 155 Main , which was designed by Henry Morse, (Map #s 11 and 12),
dand diagonaly acrossthe dreet from City Hall. Both have facades animated with brick decoration-
pand brick a the Temple Building, and basket-weave in orange "buff" Romen brick a the Warren
Block. Both buildingswere individually listed on the National Regider in 1983.

Omamentd shmbs and modemfi el dstoneretaining walls fill much of the narrow oecejust west of the
Warren Block where the modem replacements for the McEnelly Sfreet dairs climb the ledge to the
resdential neighborhood above the north dde of Main Street. The next buildingwest is a one-gory
brick store of the mid-twentieth century, which sands on the ste of the former rdlocated Town Hall,
later atheater. Judt to itswedt is the only survivor of the many wood-frame commercia buildings that
were tightly clustered dong the north side of cenfral Main Sfreet by the 1870, the Brigham Building.
a 173 Main (Map #13). Owned by jeweder Loriman Brigham and his partners, it was built shortly
after the Civil War in the prevailing Second Empire style. Although its gppearance was changed by the
addition of one-gtory storefronts in the 1890s and later by synthetic siding and v*ndow changes, it
retainsitsmassng, and itsdistinctive mansard roof isthe only one of itstype left on Main Sfreet.

Across from the Brigham Building isthe digtrict's largest tum-of-the-century commercid building, the
1899 Corey Building a 186 Main Sfreet (Map #14). Dedgned by W.L. Phillips, thisisalong, two-
gdory busnessblock of red-brick veneer over a sted frame, with brick, limestone and cast-iron trimin
classca motifs, including lonic pilasters displaying all three materids, an egg-and-dart comice, and a
coffered ceiling a the main recessed entry. This building, a replacement for the huge 1865 Corey
Block, was designed for eight Soresa the first story, and office goece a the second.

The next three contributing buildings were built by two of Marlborough's prosperous banks, the First
National and the Peoples National Bank. The oldest of the three, the Peoples National Bank building
a 185187 Main Sfreet (Map#15), was condmcted in 1892 by the mog prolific of Marlborough's late-
nineteenth-century  builders, Joseph E. Warren. This is an daborate two-bay brick and stone Queen
Anne business block, four goriestall, and very narrow. Its upper section is animated by rough-faced,
red-orange sone blocks, some carved with quatre-foils, and a facade gable filled with the same
"basket-weave' buff brick decoration ssen in the facade of the Warren Block. Thirty-four years later,
the Peoples Bank moved from the Queen Anne building

(continued)



NPS Forni 13-9a(K« OMS AnpranfMa. nC4-00I<

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet Marlborough Center Historic District
Marlborough (Middlesex County)
Section number _Z Page 5 Massachusetts

to anew Renassance Reviva edifice atached to itseedt Sde a 179/181 Main Sfreet (Map #15). This
time, the builder was Thomas Hurley, who died during its constmction in 1926. Utterly different
from its predecessor, the second Peoples National Bank is a short, squat 1 1/2-gory building faced
with limestone block, with three large round-arched openings acrassthe facade, and a roof bausfrade
of short lonic columns and done pands. The surround of the center entry is adomed with carved
indigenous American motifs, including Indian heeds wampum, quivers, com, fruit, and tomahawks.
Architects for the building were the prolific firm of J. Williams Beal & Son of Boston. Also builtin
1926 diagondly across the Sreet is another Renaissance Revival bank, the First National Bank a 200
Main Sfreet (Map #18), desgned by Francis Allen and Charles Coallens, two of the City Hall
architects. Like the second Peoples Bank, it has athree-bay limestone facade with high, round-arched
openings. This building is taller and more atenuated in design, however, with shalow Corinthian
pilasters dividing the wall bays, and a solid, panded roof pargpet. Here the center entry is surrounded
by a ampler, molded sone archifrave and foliate-carved molding. Both the First National and the
soond Peoples National Banks retain their original vaulted interiors, which display large multi-paned
cenfral skylights, marblefl oorsand counters, and handsome wal nut woodwork.

Next west, an area of twentieth-century buildings fills both 9des of Main Sfreet. At leest three of the
followdng group of buildings on the north sde pre-date World War Il. The two-story Rice Building a
223/225 Main Sfreet, was built in 1923 as aplain red-brick building adomed only with band courses
and accents of vertical bricks, and bands and pands of concrete (Map #19). #227-231 Main Stredt.
though dtered by roof and storefront changes is a one-gtory, three-store brick block of about the same
date and the same simplicity as the Rice Building, and contributes to the district in generd design,
materids, scae, and massng (Map #20). By contrast, #195-205 Main Street (Map #16) is a more
stylish building, constmcted i nthe popular Federa Revival mode of the mid-1930's, with warm-toned
brick pargpet party- and end-wdls and a high gabled date roof vsath cenfral cupola and arched,
louvered vents.

Between Progpect Sfreet and Rawlins Avenue, where the segpridgenorth of Main Sfreet diminishes to
a more gradud hillside, a vista opens north across the grassy dope that remains from the origina
Marlborough Town Common of 1660 (Map#28). To theright, on the first block of Prospect Sfreet,
are the church of Marlborough's earliest Cathaolic parish and two of Marlborough's best-preserved late
Victorian houses. The Immaculate Conception Church, completed in 1871 (tower and entries ca
1886), is a ssmple, compact Gothic smcture of red brick, with ssndgonetrim and a derestoried date
roof (Map #21). Of thetwo houses, the Judge JamnesW. McDonad House of ca 1896 a 23 Progpect
Sfregt isa high-style Queaen Aime

(continued)



NPS Fonn 10-900-a OMS Appmtl  No. 1014-001*

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet Marlborough center Historic Disfrict
_ Marlborough (Middlesex County)
Sadionnumba 2 Peoe 6 MessadhLsdis

clgpboard and shingle building of complex massng, with severd dormers and polygona bay windows,
and stylish Colonia Revival accents, including carved wregths and garlands, alarge Paladian window,
and atall gar vadndow with "swan'sneck” pediment (Map #22). The Dr. James Campbd | House next
door a 27 Progpect Sfreet (Map #23) was built about a decade earlier in an Eadtlakian verson of the
Queen Aime. Much smpler than the McDonald House in its massing, it is a square building with a
shalow facade pavilion and ahigh hipped roof of red date. Thisdapboarded house is embellished by
a variety of wall banding, "stickwork”. Quean Anne sunburds, and punched, jigsaw-cut decoration in
its gable screens and wragparound porch.

Across Progpect Sfreet, commanding a prominent position on the hillside overlooking Main Sfrest, is
the Marlborough High School of 1898, designed by loca architect Charles Barnes, and constmcted by
Joseph Warren (Map #27). A hip-roofed, red brick Colonid/Renassance Revival building, its
architectura trim includes white brick lonic pilasters, recessed, coffered arched entries, and keystoned
brick window lintels. Prominent feetures of this building are the massve roof chimneys, adomed with
panded and geometric desgns. 1n 1926, the high school was extended to the west for ajunior high
school addition. Designed by architect CM . Baker, the new section mimicsthe origina inall details
except for the chimneys, which are clad in copper.

Behind the high school, Marlborough's second cemetery, the Old Common Cemeterv (Map #25)
occupies 1.3 acresof the hillside between Prospect Sfreet and Rawlins Avenue, and is bounded on the
north by Cenfral Sfreet. This cemetery was established in 1706, and its markers goan over acentury
and a half They include the frill range of types found in New England cemeteries during the
eighteenth and most of the nineteenth centuries, from the early "shouldered” date donesembdlished
with geometric pattems and schematic images, through the effigiesand floral borders of the late
eighteenth-century and the um-and-walow motifs of the Federd period, to the marble obdisks and
shrouded ums of the later nineteenth century. Just north of the cemetery across Cenfral Sfreet is one of
Marlborough's later historic churches, the little Church of Sts. Anargyroi. Coamas and Damian of 1925
(Map #24). A Greek Orthodox church, it is a small, smple rectangular wood-shingled, gable-roofed
building with ahint of Eastem Reviva architecture in the low dome over the center of the sanctuary.

Two of the latest commercid resourcesin the district are located on the west Sde of Rawlins Avenue.
The ca 1916 Padime Building, which faces Main Sfreet a #277 Main, hes been dtered to non-
contributing status by a modem facade and two-story bay windowsaong the sdes. Neverthdess, it
still conveys some sense of its original Craftsman gppearance in its wood-shingled cladding and its
high "fase front". Almost completely intact, however, isthe little White Citv

(continued)
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Diner (Map #26), which was gpparently moved onto its ste behind the Pastime Building a 22 Rawlins
Avenuejust after World War 1. Probably manufactured in aoout 1940, it is atypica Modeme/Art

Deco shest metd diner, and retains its origina painted and lettered wall pands, and much of its
auminum and gainless ged interior.

At the foot of the common on the north Sde of Main Street is Marlborough's largest war memorid,
honoring thaose who fought in the First World War. Thisis a large three-sded enclosure, wdth sone
benches and sandgtone posts connected by tall granite-block walls of later constmction, and landscgped
with broadleafed and coniferous evergreens and flowering trees. The centerpiece of the memorid is
John G. Hardy's 1925 bronze satue of aWorld War | soldier, The Doughboy (Map #29).

Across Main Street from the common are the Addison Block a 262-268 and the Middleton Building
a 276 Main Strrest, two commercid sore- and hotd/gpartment blocks that replaced deteriorating
tenements and one of the many mid-nineteenth-century shoe factoriesthat had stood along the south
dde of Main Sfreet. Part of the Addison Block foundation, and possbly much of its upper smcture,
remans from the 1862 Longley/Billings shoefactory (Map #30). Therest of the building was builtin
1907-08, to adesign by James Bigelow. The first story is brick, and was designed for four sores, of
which some of the plate-glass storefronts with wood surrounds and pandled skirtboards remain. The
upper, three-story section of the building is of wood-frame constmction, and housed two gpartments on
each floor. Today largely covered by synthetic siding, the Addison Block retains much of its
fransitional Queen Anne/Colonial Revival character inthe fiill-height polygona and rounded window
bays, and in the fluted comer pilasters topped with consoles. The earlier of these two buildings, the
brick and stone Middleton Building was congmcted in 18382 (Map #31). Like the Addison, the four
first-story storefronts of the Middleton are rdatively intact. Its upper three dories, as in the
commercid smctures of the same ea fiirther eest on Main Sfreet, are rich in decoration, including
much pattemed, blackened, and "pand™ brick embelishment; sone window sills, lintels, medalions
and pilagter capitds and bases and in the vnde cenfral wall gable, a profiision of foliate terra-cotta
omamentation. Just west of the Middleton Building is the only smal wood-frame building that
aurvived the dum dearance in this part of the district. This is an dtered, gable-roofed, two-story
"false-front” stmcture now clad in synthetic sidinga 280 Main Street (Map#32). Although mogt of
itsdetail hes been lost or severdy dtered, it nonethdessretains itsoriginal massing and overall design.

Oppogite the west end of Main Stregt are two prominent focal points of the district-the triangular
Monument Square, with its 1869 Soldiers Monument, and, just to itswest, theflamboyantshingle

(continued)
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and gone Quean Anne First Baptist Church of 1887-89 (Map #s 34, 35, and 41). The Soldiers
Monument, designed and built by the firm of Faulkner & Clarke, isatall granite obelisk embdlished
with raised lettering and carved military imagery, including cannon, swords, and rifles, and topped by
an eegle. The Baptist Church, the only Queaen Anne church remaining in Marlborough, was desgned
by H.M. Francis of Fitchburg and built by Joseph Warren. Its first gory is grgpevine-mortared
mbblestone with granite block a the comers, the upper walls are clad in a variety of patemed wood
shingle with panded friezes, diagond board patteming, and have colored-glass windows with
geometric motifs. Rising from the southeest comer of the dateroof isa complex tower consagting of a
broad square stair tower topped by aSde-by-sde rectangular belfry and tall, dender circular spire.

Besde the Baptist Church inthe small Lt. William Brigham Park (Map #37), is a second bronze war
memorid datue by John Hardy. Congmcted ayear before the Doughboy, the Volunteer (Map #39)
depicts a Spanish-American War soldier. Onthe same parcd as the park, just west of the Satue, isthe
Marlborough Public Library of 1904 (35 West Main Street, Map #40). Desgned by Pegbody &
Stearns of Boston and built by Joseph Warren, the library is a quintessentid Renaissance Reviva
library—one-gtory, with a hipped date roof, walls of yellow buff Roman brick on a pink granite bese,
and trim of beige sanddone, with terra-cotta accents. A pedimented portico graces the main facade
enfrance, which isflanked by a pair of large Pdladian windows. The southernmost resource in the
district, & 9 Monument Avenue oppodte Monument Square, is the one-gtory, hip-roofed building,
formerly acarriage house, that for many decades has housed the Lyons Press (Map #36).

From the Monument Square area the historic district swings northwest up the first few blocks of
Mechanic Sfreet. The curving northeast sde of the intersection was oncethe site of severa houses and
commercid blocks, a bottling plant, two bowling aleys, and later a twelve-gore one-sory art-deco
building that swept around the comer onto Mechanic Sfreet. The only historic resource that remains of
that clugter today is the two-story Federd Revival building built or renovated in 1916 a 7/9 Mechanic
Street (Map#32). Although itsfirst-storystorefront hes been dtered, and its reer one-story section no
longer housss a bowling aley, it is an excdlent example of the tall, narrow brick- and wood
commercid row building carried into the early twentieth century. The upper portion of the facadeis
entirely intact, with two wide arches, each containing a large multilight, central-mullioned round-
arched window. Onthe west Sde of the greet, a 32 Mechanic Stredt, Sfretching back aong the north
dde of Witherbee Sfreet, is the former Marlborough Savings Bank of 1894, designed by O.F. Smith of
Newton (Map #42).

(continued)
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Although it hes logt its distinctive comer tower, the original four sories have been reduced to three,
and some of its Queen Anne features have been removed, it is still an excdlent example of a hybrid
Queen Anne/Colonial Revival busness block of the 1890s  Clad in a variegated orange-yelow brick
vener onthe dreet ddes, it is embdlished with classcally-detailed cagt iron comices, and with sone
window sills, lintels, band courses, and pilaster cgps.

Jugt north of the Savings Bank is one of the mogt ambitious downtown projects in Marlborough
undertaken in the early twentieth century, abuilding that indicates that the city's main busnessdistrict
was expected to expand aong the trolley route up Mechanic Sfreet to connect with a sscondary
budness area that had been forming near some of the later ghoe factoriesaong Lincoln Sfreet to the
north. Thisisthe "Federd Building", or Marlborough Pogt Office of 1912 a 40 Mechanic Sfreet (Map
#44). Desgned by U.S. Depatment of the Treasury architect James Knox Taylor and built by the
firm of J. & L. Fennock of Philadelphia, it is another of the digtrict's excellent examples of the
Renaissance Revival. Although the building hes been vacant for some time, and its ssnddonewalls are
presently covered with a deteriorating mbberized paint, the high bese of Chelmsford granite isintact.
This is arectangular five- by three-bay, two-story building, with large arched, keystoned window
openings separated by pilasters, and a gone baudrade and pargpet a the roof line. Classcd moldings
surround all the door and window openings.

Across Mechanic and Gay Sfreets from the post office are five nineteenth-century wood-fi-ame houses
of types that have been lost doser to the commercid downtown. Four, & 5 Gay Street and 43, 54, and
56 Mechanic Strest, are vemacular 1 1/2- or 2-dory gableend houses now somewhat dtered by

synthetic siding and loss of some architectura detailing (Map #s 47,45,49,

and 48). The fifth, the JA.Coolidge House a 47 Mechanic Sfreet (Map #46), illudrates the tall,

uare, three-sdory, threebay Second Empire house that gopeared in severd examples in the

neighborhood in the 1860's.

At the northeest comer of Mechanic and Cenfra Stregts a 53 Mechanic, is Marlborough's only
example of a2 1/2-dory brick Gresk Reviva pedimented-gable-end house, the mid-1830's home of
schoolmager and high-school principal Obadiah W. Albee (Map #50). Thebuilding retains

its 6-over-6-sash wdndows including a tripartite sddlighted window in the main gable, and wooden
fretwork a the main, sdehall entry. To the north, the McAudan Block & 57 Mechanic Sfreet

(Map #51) was built inabout 1870 for a dore on the first floor, and a small hotel on thefloorsabove.
That building isthe only remaining example of atype of vemacular Italianate commercia building that
was once common in Marlborough's downtown—the three-story  wood-frame business

(continued)
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block with heavy, bracketed window crowns, panded comer pilasters, and a high, bracketed pargpet
comicewith asmal center wall gable.

The district ends with the Frye Building and the Commonwedth Armory, two large buildings that
once linked the main Marlborough downtown with a sgparate busness area (most of it now demolished
or highly atered) that had deveoped to the northwest dong Lincoln Sfreet after the Civil War. John

A. Frye, owner of one of the mgor shoe factories north of the downtown, built the large four-story
brick and brownstone L-plan Frye Building that faces both Mechanic and Lincoln Sfreets (342 Lincoln
Street) in 1893 (Map #52). When congmcted, it was the largest commercid building inthe city, and

incorporated severd stylish new features, including decorative cadt iron in thefirst-storystorefronts,
and acurved wall a the sfreet comer. The 1905 armory just to itswest, a 350 Lincoln Sfreet (Map
#53), was designed by Lawrence J. Berry, one of the architects of the Marlborough City Hall. A
forfress-like brick edifice in a mixture of revivaist styles, the amory is primarily Gothic in its

massing. |t has ahipped date roof, groups of tall, narrow, ssgmenta-arched windows, and acorbeed

brick pargpet. A long two-story drill shed with a date gambre roof and shalow brick butfresses

extends to the rear.

Archaeological Description

While no prehigtoric stes are currently recorded in the district, Stes may be present.  Four prehistoric
dtes ae recorded inthe generd area(within one mile) including two on Ockoocanganset Hill north of
the district. 1n generd, environmenta characterigtics for the district do not indicate locational criteria
especidly favorable for mogt types of prehistoric Stes. Well drained, level to moderatey doping
terraced aress are present, however, each of these aress is over 1000ft. from wetlands, an important
locationa characteridtic for mogt types of prehistoric Stes. In spite of this moded, stes are presant in
the genrd aea which ae located over 1000ft. from contemporary waer sources  The
Ockoocangansst Hill Site (19-MD-325) islocated over 1000ft. from wetlands on Ockoocanganset Hill
north of the district. Additional Stesinthe areaae ds excessve digances from water but note the
possibility of sorings nearby. Inlight of this information, it is possble that prehistoric Stes were
located in this area for some reason other than their proximity to awater supply, possibly focusing on
some other natura resource or trangportation advantage. The location of water sources such as arings
can a0 be obscured by historic development.  Given the above information, the sze of the district (23
acres), leves of higtoric development and regiona Site dendties, a moderate potentia exigts for the
recovery of prehistoric sStesin the digtrict.

(continued)
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There is ahigh potentid for locating historic archaeologica resourcesin the didtrict. Archaeologicd
evidence of thetown'sinitial setlement may survivein the westem portion of the didrict, later known
&8 Wed Village. That setflement congged of a group of deven buildings, including the medinghouse,
dudered dong the Connecticut Path where it coindded with Main and Medhenic Sfregts A sedtion of
the first toown common il survives in that area north of Main Sfreet betwean Progpet Sfreet ad
Ranlins Avenue. The entire early settlement wes bumed in 1676 during King Philips War. Smcturd
evidence of resdences outbuildings and occupationd rdated feetures (frash pits, privies, wels) mey
aurvivein that area Smilar archaeologica resources should do survive in the didtrict for the late 17+
through mid 19¢ century period. Early sattlement in the westem portion of the district was rebuilt soon
after hodtilities with Native Amaricans ended.  The common was expanded for Marlborough's ssood
camday during that period (1706). During the 18 century a sattlement locus dso devdopad in the
esgtam portion of the didtrict & the intersection of the Pogt Roed (Man Sfret) and the County Roed to
Bolton (Bolton Sfret). By 1800 that settlement hed grown into alarger village known as Eadt Village,
containing adigrict schodhouse, dore and over adozen houses The origind Wes Village osesd to
be the gte of Marlborough's meginghouse in 1806 when the town built a new church in the Ecdt
Village & Saring Hill which wes then the town's geogrgphic center. Much of the area betwean the two
villages was open goece used for agriculture until the 1850s. Only ane dmciure survives from the
pre-1850 period indicating a high potentid for archasdlogicd resources dating from the late 17+
cantury to mid 19% century period in the Eagt and West Village arees During the mid 19+ century, the
divison of alarge farm on the north 9de of Man Sfreet and the extenson of brandhes of two ralroads
to the tovra cantarfransformedthe open goeoe bawean the two villages into a thriving indudtrid
endave By the ad of the Civil War, tha devdopmant induded five boot and goefactorieson the
south Sde of Main Sfredt, severd resdences on the north Sde of Main Sfrest and numaous other
dmdures induding dores dables, schodls, a depat, two smdl firehouses, an 1840s tovra hdl ad
Universdig Church. Nearly dl of these buildings are gone today, most desfroyed by fire. During the
late 19¢ and early 20* century repedted fires were regpongble for the loss of many of the didtrict's
woodframebuildings. The 1860s Carey Block, ane of Marlborough Center'slargest busness blocks,
bumned in 1899. The lae 19¢ cantury Victorian Gothic Town Hall which precaded the presat City
Hall wes dso desfroyed by firein 1902 Thet location is dso the Ste of an earlier tovrahal which wes
movedfromthe south to the north sde of Main Sfreet in 1889 when sold to the Baptist Sodety. Other
important 19* century gmctures, no longer extant, which mey survive archasologicaly indude a wood
frame smdure that saved as the tovrasfirst high schod and a 1880 Ssoond Empire Building which
replaced it & the location of the presant high schodl a 255 Main Sfreet and the GAR Building on Man
Srreat which wes demadlished in 1961. Unmarked graves can d <o be present in the ditrict assodated
with the Old Common Cardaay (01706) or earlier desfroyed settlement arees

(end)
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(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for ttie criteria qualifying the property (Enter categories from instructions)

for National Register listing.) ARCHITECTURE

X A Property is associated with events that have made COMMERCE

a significant contribution to the broad patterns of

our history. COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
_ B Property is associated with the lives of persons POLITICS AND GOVERNMENT

significant in our past.

XC Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of constaiction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction. Period of Significance

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 1660-1948

information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) Significant Dates

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

Significant Person

removed from its original location. (Complete if Criterion B is marked alxjve)

Cultural Affiliation

B
C a birthplace or grave.
D a cemetery.

E

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

. N Architect/Builder
G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years. Allen. Francis R.  Citv Hall. 1* Natl. Bank
Baker. CM. addition to High School
Narrative Statement of Significance Barnes, Charles  High School, Warren Block
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE, (continued)

Architect/Builder

Architects, cont.

Bed, J Williams, Co. PeoplesBank |1

Berry, J. Lawvrence City Hall, Armory

Bigelow, James F.  Fire & Police Station,
Addison Block

Collens, Charles City Hall, 1 & Natl. Bank

Faulkner & Clake  Soldiers Monument

Francis, H.M. Baptist Church

LaPage, Thomas Gresk Orthodox Church

Morse, Henry Wanen Block

Murphy, James Immaculate Conception
Church

Pesbody, Robert Library

Phillips, W.L. Corey Building

Smith, O.F. Savings Bank

Steams, John Library

Taylor, James Knox  Pog Office

Sculptor
Hardy, John G. "Volunteer”, "Doughboy™

Builders

Hurley, Thomas P. City Hall, Natl. Bank, Fire
& Police Sa, Pedime
Building, PeoplesBank ||

Nede Co. J. High addn. to High School

Pennock, J. & L. Pog Office

Hansburg & Co. Wanen Block

Warren Jossph E. Baptist Church, Peoplés
Bank I, Savings Bank,
High Schooal, Library
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8 STATEMENT OF SGNIFICANCE

The Marlborough Center Historic District today represents the centra core of the city's devd opment
over the course of nearly three and a half centuries. This 23-acre areaincludes 52 resources from all

periods of the city'shistory, with an emphadson avariety of commercid and institutional buildings of
the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth centuries.  While Marlborough's two earliest village clusers,

(the "eedt village" a the intersection of Main and Bolton Street, and the original town center, the "west
village" a the base of today's Progpect to Mechanic Streets) were separated imtil the mid-nineteenth
century by a rura sfretch of the Boston Post Road, this district symbolizes the codescing of that
dispersed development pattem into one centraized downtown area during the period of Marlborough's
gregtest growth and prosperity. That prosperity is vividly illustrated by many of the district's mogst
prominent smctures, such as the four stylish Queen Anne and Renaissance Revival bank buildings,

and ten multi-story Queen Anne and Colonia Reviva businessblocks built by shoe-manufacturers and
other local entrepreneurs. It was into this smal areathat the community poured its love, repect, and
civic pride, building three mgjor war memorids, the 1898 Colonid/Renaissance Reviva high schodl

and 1926 junior-high onthe origina town common, the Renaissance Revival public library (1904), and
Marlborough's most lavish symbol of its transition from town to city, the Beaux Arts City Hall of

1905. Intmsions are mainly of two types. dtered storefronts on otherwise intact historic buildings,
and modem infill buildings and parking lots that sand on the ste of buildings lost to fire or
demalition. Overall, however, the Marlborough Center District retains integrity of location, setting,

desgn, materiads, workmanship, feeling, and association. In its role as the community's civic,

ingtitutional, and commerciad center snce Marlborough's foimding, and for its dense concenfration of
many of the city'smost important architectura resources, (two of which were listed individually on the
National Regiger in 1983), the district dso qualifiesfor the National Regiser under CriteriaA and C
a the local level.

Historical backgroimd

Marlborough, incorporated as a town in 1660, was initially the wetermios settlement in the
Massechusetts Bay Colony and an important intermediate post between Boston and the English
sttlements of the Connecticut River valley. Due largdly to its position adride the major eestiwest
route to the interior that the colonists adopted from the Indians, (the Connecticut Path, later improved
into the Boston Pogt Road), by the middle of the eighteenth century Marlborough had grown from a
mgged frontier village to athriving regiona center. The core of the first smal English sattlement,
congsting of deven buildings, including the medtinghouse and double-gabled minister's house, was
clustered dong the Connecticut Path where it coincided with today's Main and Mechanic Stregtsinthe
aeathat was later deveoped as the "west village."

(continued)
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The whole cluster, however, was bumed in 1676 during King Philip'sWar. All that survives of that
original village is a section of the first town common, which today still exids as the grassed dope on
the north 9de of Main between Prospect Strest and Rawlins Avenue.  After the buming of the first
houses, afew stlers retumed to build a new village on the ste of the first, and in 1706 the common
was expanded for the establishment of Marlborough's second cemetery, the "Old Common Cemeterv”
(Map #25). Over the next two and aquarter centuries, a successon of school buildings was erected on
the lower dope of the common, and amajor World War | memorial was erected a the bese of the hill
(Map #29).

By 1800 an additiond village, with a schoolhouse, a store, and over a dozen houses was inexigence a
third of amile to the et a the intersection of the Pog Road (today's Main Sfreet) and the County
Road to Bolton (Bolton Sfreet). Much of the open soece between the eest and west villages, however,
was in agricultural use until the 1850s  That pivotal decade saw the extension to the town center of
branch lines of two railroads, the Fitchburg from the north, and the Boston & Worcester from the
south, and ushered in a period of explosve development for the center of Marlborough. Within afew
years the large farm on the north Sde of Main Strest was subdivided for house lots, and severd
factories of Marlborough's magjor nineteenth-century industry, the production of boots and shoes were
built dong the south sde. Between 1850 and 1870 the entire areafrom the eedt to the west village was
fransformed into a thriving industrial enclave, with five boot and shoe factories sanding within the
district boundaries by the end of the period.

Concurrent with the industria development of Marlborough center, atypical mid-nineteenth-century
commercia, resdential, and ingtitutional mixture of buildings gorang up dong Main Street between the
older villages and around the factories. By the end of the Civil War the centra section of Main Stregt
and the foot of Mechanic Street included many one- to three-story wood-frame sores, severa houses,
schoals, gables, adepot, two small fire houses, an 1840s Town Hall, and aUniversalist Church. Only
one building survives in the digtrict from that group, however~the stylish 1830s Gresk Revival
resdence of the first principal of the tovm high school, Obadiah W. Albee. which remans a 53
Mechanic Street as the earliest building in the digtrict, (Map #50.)

Civic deve opment

The Marlborough center district provides an excdlent illustration of the cycle of replacement and

renewd that is a mgor pat of the sory of many New England downtowns, with its buildings
exemplifying changing tagles, attitudes, demographics, and economic climate. Asthe development of
the center became denser, these trends are best illusfrated by its municipal and commercia buildings.

In 1860, for ingance, the town of Marlborough replaced the smplewood-frame building that served as
its first high school with a stylish Second Empire building; that one intum was removed in 1898 for
the main section of the large red- and white-brick Colonial Revival MarlboroughHigh School that
dominates the common today (Map #27).

(continued)
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In 1869, the old Town Hall was moved from the south to the north sde of Main Street when it was
sold to the young Baptist Society for their first church. The large Victorian Gothic Town Hall that
replaced it bumed down in 1902, and on its Ste the community, which had become a city in 1890,
erected an eaborate symbol of its new satus the Beaux Arts Marlborough Citv Hall that is still the
focal point of the center part of the district (Map #9). By the time of its constmction, public buildings
were becoming more specidized in fimction, and the City Hall is one of the best illusfrations of the
frend. In confrast to the former Town Hall, which in additionto its meeting hall had gathered under
one roof the police station, court, jail, library, post office, armory, abank, and a successon of dores,
the 1905 City Hall was amoded of specidization and efficiency, with its Soace devoted entirely to the
managemant of the city.

The Marlborough Public Librarv  moved into its own handsome Renaissance Reviva building,
designed by Pesbody & Steams, a 35 West Main Stret in 1904 (Map#40), and a year later the city
built a large new brick armory a 350 Lincoln Sfreet (soon to be taken over by the date as the
Commonwedth Armory). Utterly different from the City Hall, this forfress-like building with Gothic
accents was designed by one of the City Hall architects, J. Lawrence Berry (Map #53). Thepolice
headquarters, court, and jail were reocated in 1909 to the Centrad Fire and Police Station, another
date-of-the-art building for itstime, which dso replaced a series of smal hose- and engine houses with
alargewing for the fire department (Map #5). Three yearslater, alarge free-standingcity Pogt Office
was built a 40 Mechanic Strest (Map #44), an degant granite and sanddone Renaissance Reviva
building that istypical of the impressve, formal edificesdesgned by U.S. govemment architects (in
this casg, Gen. James Knox Taylor), just prior to the Ffrst World War.

Commercid development

In budness, as in govemment, with each new deveopmentd phase Marlborough's downtown center

wasfransformedin kegping with the times. Asrepeated fires wiped out many of the first set of wood-

frame buildings, their replacements were built of masonry. The first wave of dhoe factories a the
center were phasad out or absorbed into large concams outside the downtown after the Civil War, and
Main Sfreet became a nearly continuous corridor of multi-story brick and sone commerciad blocks,
with gores on the first floor, and meeting and club rooms, "flats’, resdentia hotels, and some office
Soece on the upper sories.  Virtually all those built before 1910 were put up by wedthy shoe

manufacturers and other local investors. Of the buildings remaining today, severd, including the

1879-80 TempleBuilding a 149 Main Sfreet, the 1832 Middleton Building a 276 Main, the 1893 Frye
Building a 342 Lincoln Sfreet, and the Addison Block of

(continued)
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1907-08 a 262-268 Main Street, were all built for shoemanufecturers (Hiram Temple, John
O'Conndl, and John Addison Frye). (See Map#s 11, 31, 52, and 30). The Middleton, Temple, ad
Frye Buildings all housed residentia hotel's, which preceded the era of the gpartment house in many of
New England's mid-sized cities and towns, while the later Addison Block had six gpatments over the
dores The upper floors of a leest two other buildingsin the district were run more as boarding
houses a varioustimes. the 1881 Fedev Building a 121 Main Street (Map #7) which for yearshad a
sdoon on the ground floor, and the ca 1870 McAudan Block a 57 Mechanic Sfreet, where longtime
owTig James McAudan had his tum-of-the-century paint and walpaper busness on the first story
(Map #51). The 1892 Wanen Block, owned by Window Wanen, proprietor of the loca railway
express company, was one of the first to be desgned with office goace on the sscond and third floors;
itsrear section was built to housethe gymnasium, office, and reading room of the Y M CA.

Investment by local busnessmen isdso respongble for the subgtantiad number of bank buildings in the
district. Four banks were founded in Marlborough between 1860 and 1890, all of them by
conglomerates composed of loca manufacturers, merchants, railroad investors, and builders. The
banks invested heavily inlocd red edate, both acquiring and constmcting severa downtown business
blocks. Most impressve, of course, were their own heedquarters, four of the five that were built are
still standing. The two earliest, the first Peoples Nationa Bank building of 1892 a 187 Main Sfreet
(Map #16), and the 1894 Marlborough Savings Bank a 32 Mechanic Street (Map #42), followed a
pattem of use smilar to the other bugness blocks, with the bank on the first floor, and officesor
goatments on thefloorsabove. The Savings Bank even rented out the basement story. By confradt,
the later two banks, built a generation afterward, illustrated the early-twentieth-century trend toward
specidization by devoting the entire building (one main floor, with mezzanine) to the bank operations.
Both opened in 1926~the sscond Peoples National Bank a 179-181 Main Sfreet (Map#15), and the
First National Bank across the dreet a 200 Main (Map #18). Both are excdlent representatives of the
Renaissance Revival style executed in sone, and have impressive interiors organized around a large
centra skylight and lavishly decorated with omate wood- and stonework. The former building was
designed by J. Williams Bed & Sons, the latter by two of the City Hall architects, Francis Allen and
CharlesCallens.

The frend away from the tall, multi-storied budness blocks toward smpler one- or two-story
commerciad smctures continued through the early modem period. In 1899, after the largest in
areaof Marlborough center's businessblocks, the 1860's Corey Block, bumed down, it was

(continued)
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replaced by a new two-story stmcture, the Corey Building a 178194 Main Sfrest (Map #14). In
confrast to its predecessor, the Corey Building is long and low, with eight dores a Sreet level and
large-windowed offices a the second. Two other smdler early-twentieth-century buildings, the former
billiard parlor and bowling aley that was built or renovated in 1916 a 7-9 Mechanic Strest (Map
#33), and the 1923 Rice Building, (put up by lawyer John Rice, whose officewas on the second floor
over the A&P), ae dsotwo dories high (Map#19). By the end of the 1920's replacement buildings
had become even lowe—the mid-1920's sore and restaurant block a 227-231 Main Stret (Map #20)
isonly one story, a ae the cupolaed Federd Revivafive-storeblock built inthe mid-1930's a 195
205 Main Street, and the sx-store Modeme glass- and ceramic-fronted Sher Building of ca 1948 a
126136 Man Sfret (Map #s 17 and 8) Smdlest of al is the only remaining reminder of
Marlborough center's severd "lunch carts’~the White Citv Diner, a 1940'svintage diner, probably the
product of the Worcester Lunch Car Co., a 22 RawlinsAvenue (Map #26).

Religious properties

Rdigious institutions in the digtrict, too, reflect changing times and beliefs. The original west village
oceesd to be the dte of the Marlborough mestinghouse in 1806, when the town built a new churchin
the eedt village & Spring Hill, (by then the town's geogrgphic center), and a second, rival religious
society of Unitarian inclinations built its own church on farmland northwest of the old common,
outsde the district. With the sgparation of church and gate inthe early nineteenth century, the Spring
Hill meetinghouse became the independent home of Marlborough's Congregationa Society, or First
Parish, which dso retained ownership of the adjoining "church common” a the comer of Bolton and
Main Sfregts. 1n 1835 the church officially became the Union Church, when the First Parish united
with the First Evangdlical Congregationd Society. Since that time its common, the largest landscgped
goece in Marlborough's downtown, has been known as the Union Common, and for a time was dso
caled "Union Park”. The church, its present Itdianate building congmcted in 1853, is now officially
the First Church in Marlborough. Congregationd, affiliated with the United Church of Christ (Map#s
1 and 2).

Catholicism was brought to Marlborough in the 1850sby the first wave of Irish immigrantswho came
to work in the shoe factories. Two decades later their numbers and support bese had grown large
enough to build the brick Gothic Immaculate Conception Church a 11 Progpect Sfreet in 1871 (Map
#21). The Baptist Society, which was formed in 1868 shortly before the group acquired the old Town
Hall building, aso progpered toward the end of the nineteenth century, and moved into their permanent
home, the Queen Anne shingle and sone First Baptist Church a 22 Mechanic Sfreet (Map #41) in
1889. The most recent historic churchin the district, like

(continued)
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the Immaculate Conception, representsthe presence of alater immigrant group, the Gregk Americans.
Indicative of the auderity required by a small, newly-established organization, this Greek Orthodox
church, the 1925 Church of Sts. Anargvroi. isasmple, one sory gable-roofed, wood-shingled building
(Map #24).

Commemorative resources

Marlborough's cenfral downtown, in addition to its otherfimctions,hes dsofraditionallybeen the ste
of the community's most important commemorative monuments.  After the Civil War, the town
converted the dte of severd former schoolhouses into Marlborough's first magjor war memorid,
Monument Square, where the Soldiers Monument, was erected in 1869 (Map#s 35 and 34). For many
years this landscgped triangle and 38-foot granite obelisk, designed and congtmcted by the firm of
Faulkner & Clarke, formed the westem terminus to the commercid district a Marlborough center. In
1924 and 1925 it was joined by two more nearby war memorids, both featuring bronze sculpture by
John G. Hardy. The first, a satue called "The Volunteer”, honoring local soldiers who fought in the
Spanish-American War, was placed just west of the Soldiers Monument in a small open park that is
dedicated to Lt. William Brigham, who died inthat conflict (Map #s 37-39). At the bese of the"old"

Common ancther Hardy sculpture, the 1925 "Doughbov”. is the centerpiece of a large World Wer |

memorial, later enlarged by the city to include benches, gone walls, and landscaping with shmbs and
omamental frees (Map #29). Marlborough center dso has one unique, privately-obtained war
memorial. During the Civil War, three mambas of Marlborough's Company | of the Mass. 13th
Militia removed the bronze bell from the belfiy of the engine house a Harper's Ferry where abolitionist
John Brovm had mede his last gand in 1859, and placed it for safe-kegping with their landlady in
nearby Williamsport, MD. Three decedeslater they retrieved it from her, and for seventy yearsit hung
proudly on the facade of the G.A.R Building on Marlborough's Main Sfreet. When that building was
demoalished in 1961, the bell was mounted on a high sone and concrete base on the Union Common,
where, as the "John Brown Bell”, it remains on display today (Map #4).

Resdentid architecture

With the gradud late-nineteenth-century devdopment of Main Sfret @& a dense corridor of
commercid and institutional buildings, domegtic architecture within the district survived only on the
dde Sfreets. Today, eight nineteenth-century  houses on Pragpect, Mechanic, and Gay Sfreets provide a
link with the former resdential portion of the district's pagt. Two exfremey well-preserved wood-
frame Queen Anne housss gand just north of the Immaculate Conception Church a the bese of
Progpect Sfreet~the 1880's home of a physician. Dr. James Campbell a 27 Progpect Sfreet; the other
built ca 1896 as the resdence of one of Marlborough's most prominent

(continued)
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lawyers and judges, JamesW. McDonadd, a 23 Progpect (Map #s 23 and 22). On lower Mechanic
Sfredt, in addition to the early Albee House, are four wood-frame houses that dateto the second half of
the nineteenth century. The large Second Empire house of Julian A. Coolidge. foreman of the T.A.
Coolidge shoefactory, a 47 Mechanic (Map #46) represants one popular high-style type that was built
for wedthy ovmers near the center of town in the 1860's. Two houses that belonged to membersof the
Smith family, a small gable-end cottage a 43 and a larger cross-gebled house a 54 Mechanic Street
were sanding by 1871. (Map #s 45 and 49). Behind #54 is another tall vemacular Victorian house,
built inthe 1890s (Map#48). Another Smith family house, the home of Horatio Smith, aforeman a
the Billings Shoe Factory, Sandsfacing Gay Street, & #5, (Map #47).

Late modem deve opment

While Marlborough center hes maintained the civic, institutional, commercia, and remaning
resdentia mixture of resourcesthat it had acqufred by the end of the 19405 that baance today isa
fragile one. Some of the usesfor which its aging buildings were originally constmcted have become
obsolete or unprofitable, and automobile fraffic hes made increasng demands on the area
Marlborough's shoeindustry, once ranked fourth in Massachusetts went into a sharp decline during the
depression from which it never recovered, and by the mid-1950's no shoefactorieswere left in the city.
After along period of economic stagnation that lasted into the third quarter of this century, beginning
in 1960 therise of office-park development in the outlying sectionsof the city brought renewed income
and vitality to the community. In 1964, Interstate Route 495 was constmcted as an outer belt aroimd
Boston, with a connection to the new 1-290 to Worcester, both roads passng directly through the west
part of thecity. Wesem Marlborough rapidly developed as a high-tech center, with all the assodated
commercid and residential constmction that such afocusbrings. The new accessbility provided by the
highways has dso tumed parts of Marlborough into a bedroom community for business and industry
outsde the city, causng an explosion inthe city's population, which nearly doubled between 1950 and
1990, from 16,000 to 31,800.

The effects of these changes on the Marlborough center district, however, have been mixed. Incressd

through-fraffic in the downtown led to the building of abypassroad for Route 20, Grainger Boulevard,
just south of the Main Sfreet section of the historic district. Its constmction, combined with urban

renewd efforts, entailed the demoalition of the two railroads and their downtown depots, dong with a
large number of older buildings south of Main Sfreet. The high schoal, district court, and police

gation all moved to locations outsde the center of town. Motorists and busnesses alike asandoned the
cenfral bugness section for new malls and shopping centerswhich were proliferating on itsfiinges,and
activity, investment, and pride in the historic downtown reached alow point in the 1980s

(continued)
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Planning condderations/preservation efforts

Today, however, there is sfrong local support for both revitalization and preservation of the city's
downtown. Federd fimds have been made available to property ovmers through the Marlborough
Community Development Authority and the Center City Association, and the city govemment,
volunteer boards, and non-profit organizations have all taken active roles in stabilizing and upgrading
the area Much progress has been made within the historic district, in particular, snce 1990. A smdl
MGL C. 40-C Loca Historic District hes been esablished between Monument Square and Lincoln
Sfreet, and astorefront "dgns and facades' program is presently being developed. The city completed
a mgor regoration of City Hall, and in 1994 the Massachusetts Historicalk Commission presented a
preservation award to the community and its Historical Commission for the restoration of the former
High School/Junior High School, now renamed the Walker Building. In 1995 a mgjor foca point of
the downtown came back to life when private donations fimded the repainting of the First Baptist
Church in a historically accurate multicolor scheme. The community next looks forward to maor
rehabilitations of the Cenfral Fire and Police Station (under a grant from the 1997 Massachusdits
Preservation Projects Fund), and of the Federd Building/Post Office through private investment.
National Regigter listing will be avital part of al these efforts.

Archaeological Significance

Since pattems of prehistoric settlement in Marlborough are poorly documented, any surviving Stes
could be significant. Prehistoric Stes in Marlborough and to the south in neighboring Worcester
County have verified Native American settlement in the digtrict locde for a leest 5000 years
However, few dtesinthe areahave been sysematicaly studied to the extent that the fiill range of that
sttlement is undersood. Prehistoric dtes in the digtrict area can help us better understand the fiill
range of gte types through time and how environmenta change influenced that variability. Prehistoric
dtesinthis area can help us better underdand settlement pattems wdthin the Assabet River drainage
and their importance and role within the larger Merrimack River sysem. Information may be present
a dtesin the nominated areato allow an anayss of such topics asfrade, territoriality and materia use
and procurement These pattems may help better understand the rel ationships between interior uplands
and coadtd locdes within which stesin the Marlborough areamay play an important role.

Historic archaeologica resources described above have the potentia to provide detailed information on
the socid, cultural and economic changes which characterized the town as it evolved from a frontier
agriculturally oriented village to athriving regional commercia center. Further documentary reseerch

combined with archaeologicd survey and testing can help recongmct pattems of deveopment inthe

district areawhich representsthe cenfral core of the city's growth for nearly 350 years. Archaeologica

information may be present in the district areawhich documents Native American settlement during

(continued)
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the Contact Period and its possible relationship to later "Praying Indian™ settlement inthe area during
the 17* century. Much of the area north of the district is the reported Ste of a 6,000 acre "Praying
Indian" town and the Native American village of Ockoocanganset(19-MD-325). The location of the
1660 settlement dong the Boston Post Road or Main Sfreet may aso be evidence of 17+ century
Native American use of the district area. That route was the major eest/west route to the interior that
colonists adopted from the Native people. The choice of the West Village locde for a setlement
location can dso signify aNative Americaninfluence since early colonia settlements were often mede
in aress previoudy deared by Native Americans. Archaeologica survey and testing can provide the
only evidence of Marlborough's 17 and 18* century settlement which no longer survives beyond town
common arees  Stmctura evidence of resdences can recongmct the layout of the West Village
sttlement until it was bumed during King Philips War and changes which may have occuned as the
stlement was rebuilt in the late 17 century and its growth in the 18* century. Archaeologicd

resources can dso identify similar pattems of development for the Eadt Village area during the 18*

century. These resources can dso contribute information to help better understand increased growth in
the Eadt Village areaduring the latter 18* and 19* centuries and the point a which economic, religious
and political growth in that settlement area edlipsed the Wes Village. Archaeologica resources can
adso help recongmct 19* century pattems of development in the area between the West and East
Villages. Stmctural evidence related to these buildings can provide us with architectura details of

industrial buildings no longer extant in the district as well as other types of wood frame residentid,

commercid, indtitutional and religious smctures which aso no longer survive. Detailed andyss of

occupationd related features can dso provide us with important information relating to 17* through

19* century life inthe district and it's villages. Locationa information for frash aress, privies and

wells can help recongmct the layout of early settlements and famsteads while andyss of their

contents can contribute information relating to frontier settlement lifeways, agricultural technologies
and the extent of socid and economic interaction with coastd settlement arees. Detailed andyss of

frash depodts associated with 19* century commercid and industrial smctures can aso contribute
information relating to technologies in use and products manufactured especidly in boot and shoe
production. Archaeological evidence may dso be present with residentid smctures indicating the
presence of boot and shoe manufacture as atype of cottage industry prior to large scae production in
factories.

(end)
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Sanborn Firelnsurance Co. Mapsof Marlborough. Intermittent dates, 1885-1961.
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
UTM References, cont.
Zone Eading  Northing Zone Eading Northing
5 19 289800 4691080 6. 19 289540 4691100

Verbal Boimdarv Description
The boimdaries of the Marlborough Center Historic District are shown on Assessor's Magps 69 and 70, and
on the enclosed Marlborough Center Historic District Map, which is basad on portions of those Assessor's
Maps. All linesfollow property boimdaries.

Boimdarv Justification

The district encompassesthe historic civic, ingtitutional, and commerciad core of the city of Marlborough.
While twentieth-century urban renewa and highway congtruction have taken atoll on the properties to the
eadt and south of the district, the eest-west length of Main Strest from Bolton to West Main, with short
sours extending north and west from five intersections as far north as Lincoln Stredt, retains the character
of alate-nineteenth/early twentieth-century downtown.

Although the northem and southem edges of the district have been drawn to exclude thesignificant
amount of ateration and loss of historic materiad just outsde this downtown core, it is possble that the
district could be expanded inthe fiiture to include a residential component which would encompass some
pats of the adjacent neighborhoods, especidly the linear duders of nineteenth-century housss located
west of the district on West Main, Witherbee, Winthrop, and lower Fleesant Stredts.

(end)
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PHOTOGRAPHS (See District map for view positions)

1. Main and Bolton Street, looking north to Centrd Fire & Police Station, Union Common
with John Brown Bell, and Union Church

2. Centrd Fire & Police Station, 91 Main Street
3. Main Stredt, looking west from Court Street
4. Fedey Building, 121 Main Street

5. Sher Building, 126-136 Main Stret

6. Marlborough City Hall, 140 Main Strest

7. Main Stredt, looking northwest from #149, including Temple Building, Warren Block, #163
Main, Brigham Building, and both Peoples Bank buildings

8. Corey Building, 178-194 Main Street

9. Main Street, looking northeast from #189, including both Peoples Bank buildings, #175,
Brigham Building, Warren Block, and Temple Building

10. Main Strest, looking northeest from Washington Court stairs; including 195-205 Main Street
inforeground

11. 200-202 Main Street (Marlborough National Bank, with east addition); 204-206 Main Stret

12. Main Street, looking northeest from #227-231, including Rice Building (223/225), 217-221,
and 207-215

13. View north to World War | Monument ("Doughboy” in center), old Town Common, and
Marlborough High School/Jdunior High Schoal

14. View southeedt across Old Common Cemetery to 27, 23, and 11 Progpect Street (Campbdll
and McDonad Housssand Immaculate Conception Church

15. White City Diner, 22 Rawlins Avenue, with rear of PagimeBuilding and slhouette of First
Baptist Church

(continued)
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PHOTOGRAPHS, continued

16. View northeast from Monument Square, with Soldiers Monument, 7/9 Mechanic Sfreet, High
School/Jdunior High, old Town common, and Immaculate Conception Church

17. Main Sfreset, looking west toward Monument Square: Addison Block (262-268 Main
Street), Middleton Building (276 Main Street), First Baptist Church (22 Mechanic
Street), Marlborough Savings Bank (32 Mechanic Street), and 7/9 Mechanic Street

18. Mechanic Sfrest, looking northwest, with First Baptist Church, Marlborough Savings
Bank, Federd Building/Post Office (40 Mechanic Street), Frye Building (342 Lincoln
Street), and 39 Mechanic Sfreet

19. First Baptist Church, 22 Mechanic Street, looking north over William Brigham Park.
"Volunteer" and Brigham marker in foreground.

20. Marlborough Public Library, 35 Wes Main Stret
21. Lyons Press, 9 Monument Avenue
22. Federd Building/Old Post Office, 40 Mechanic Street

23. View west from Gay Street, with Albee, Coolidge, and Smith Houses (#s 53,47, and 43
Mechanic Sfreet)

24. O.W. Albee House, 53 Mechanic Sfreet
25. McAudan Block, 57 Mechanic Sfreet

26. Commonwedth Armory, 350 Lincoln Street

(end)
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C = contributing; NC = non-contributing
B = building; O = object; & = structure, S - dSte

MAP &
MAP# MHC# PARCEL ADDRESS HISTORIC NAME DATE DESCRIPTION STATUS TYPE
Central Street
25 A-805 69-390A, B Centra & Old Common Cemetery 1706 cemetery Si
24 H-185 69-367 9 Centrd S Ss Anargyroi Church 195 Eagtern Revivd church C B
Gay Stret
47 69-262 5Gy & Horatio Smith House ca 1870 Vernec. Victorian house C B
High Street
1 1A 69-295 37 High . Union Congregational Church/ 1853 Italianate C B

First Church, Congregeationd

Lincoln Street
52 0202 69-263 32 Lincoln K. Frye Building 1833 Renaisssnce/Colonid Rev,. C B
5 C& 69-265 350 Lincoln K. Commonwedth Armory 1906 late Gothic Reviva C B
Main Street
2 1911 70292 Main S. Union Common ca 1806 park C S
3 1911 70-292 Main S. watering trough 1833 granite-block trough C @)
4 1912 70-292 Man S. "John Brown" Bell ealy 19%th C.  bdl, mounted intower C @)
5 A-80 7024 91 Main . Centrd Fire & Police Station 1909 Cd/Renassance Revivd  C B

7024 Man and Devens . Devens Street gairs mid-20th C.  wood dairs NC O
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MAP# MHCH#

MAP &

PARCEL

Main Street, cont.

6

7 A-127
8 A-128
9

10 A-64
1 A-49
12 A-129

025
025
70-26
7028
70137

70-29, -30,
70 -30A, -31

70-30A, -31

70-136, -135A,
70-142

7032
70136
7033
70-33A, -4
70-77, T7TA

MARLBOROUGH CENTER ffISTORIC DISTRICT
Marlborough (Middlesex County)

ADDRESS

Man S.
Man S.

103-109 Main S.

121 Man S.

126-136 Main .

Main S.

Man S.

140 Main S.

149 Main S.

150166 Main S.
151-155 Main S.

Main S.

163 Man S.

M assachusetts
DISTRICT DATA SHEET

HISTORIC NAME

parking lot

portion of sone retaining wall

Fedey Building
Sher Building

parking lot

portions of stone retaining wall

Marlborough City Hall

Temple Building

Warren Block

McEndly S. gars

Pege 2 of 7

C = contributing; NC = non-contributing
B = building; O = object; & = structure, S - dte
NR = previoudy listed on National Register
DATE DESCRIPTION STATIIS TYPE
S
1%th C. fieldstone retainingwdl C @)
mid-20th C. modern building NC B
1831 Quean Anne C B
late 19th C/ Moderne B
ca 1948
S
19th C. fildsoneretaningwdl C 0
196 Beaux Arts B
187980 Quean Anne [NRindiv. B]
mid-20th C. 1-gory concrete sore NC B
182 Quean Anne [NR indiv. B]
mid-20th C. concrete sairs NC 0
mid-20th C. 1-dory brick store NC B
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C = contributing; NC = non-contributing *
B = building; O = object; S = dtructure. S - dte

MAP# MHC# Il\DAAA\RPC(IgELL ADDRESS HISTORIC NAME DATE DESCRIPTION STATIS |YPE
Main Street, cont.
13 A-108 70-78 173 Man S. Brigham Building ca 1870 Second Empire C 3
70- 175 Main &. Marlborough Cooperative Bank late-20th C. NC B
14 A-106 70149 178194 Main . Corey Building 19001901  Colonid Revivd B
15 A-105 70-80 179181 Main S Peoples Nationa Bank (11) 1996 Renaissance Revivd B
16 A-130 69462 185/187 Main . Peoples National Bank (1) 1892 Queen Anne C B
69463 189191 Main . late-20th C. NC B
17 A-131 69465 195206 Main S. ca 195 Federd Revivd C B
18 A-132 69450460, 461 200202 Main &.  First National Bank 1926 Renaissance Revivd B
69458 204/206 Main <. late-20th C. NC B
Man S/Washington Ct. Washington Ct. gairs mid-20th C. concrete gairs NC 0
69477, 477TA 207-215 Main S late-20th C.  modern store NC B
69457 28 Main S. Masonic Lodge mid-20th C. NC B
69479 217-221 Main . mid-20th C. NC B
19 69-480 223225 Main <. Rice Building 1923 agtyligtic C B
20 69481 227-231 Man &. ca 1924 agyligtic B
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MAP# MHC# PARCEL

Main Stredt, cont.

27 A-120

28 A-906

2 A-901

D AI1HA

31 A-99
A-208

32

Mechanic Streset

3B A-1B

69482
69482

69-430
69-390, 390C
69-390, 300C
69-390

69-217
69-218
69-382
69-218A, 219
69-383, 382A

69-380
69-37/9
69-378

MARLBOROUGH CENTER ffISTORIC DISTRICT
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M assachusetts
DISTRICT DATA SHEET

C = contributing; NC = non-contributing .
B = building; O = object; & = dructure; S =35

ADDRESS HISTORIC NAME DATE DESCRIPTION STATUS m
Main S. Knox Park mid-20th C. landscgped park NC S
Main S. Generd Knox Monument 1927 granite, bronze maker  NC 0
(relocated)
240 Main S. housng complex mid-20th C. NC B
25 Man . Marlborough High/Jdr. High Schoodl 18981926 Colonia Revivd C B
Main S. Marlborough Town Common  from 1660  open hillside S
Main S. "The Doughboy"AVorld War | 1925 monument C O
Monument
262-268 Main <. Addison Block 190708 Queen Anne/Col. Reviva C B
276 Main . Middleton Building 1832 Quean Anne C B
277 Main . Padtime Building ca 1916 Craftaman/eclectic NC B
280 Main S. Drug Storetenements lae 19th C. Victorian vernacular C B
Main S. parking lot S
35 Mechanic S. parking lot . S
719 Mechanic S. 1916 Federa Revivd C B
1315 Mechanic &.  auto-body shop mid-20th C. utilitarian NC B
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MAP &

PARCEL

Mechanic Street, cont.

43
41

&

s

ol

A-81
G156

G101

G245

(0]

G156

69-372
69-372
69-233
69-239
69-370,-371
69-258
69-369A
69-368A
69-259
69-35/B
69-260
69-261
69-357A
69-357

Monument Avenue

H

EI0O

69-211

MARLBOROUGH CENTER ffISTORIC DISTRICT
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ADDRESS

19 Mechanic S.
19 Mechanic S.
22 Mechanic S.
32 Mechanic St
39 Mechanic St
40 Mechanic .

M assachusdtts
DISTRICT DATA SHEET

HISTORIC NAME

utilitarian shop
gaege
First Baptist Church

Marlborough Savings Bank

vecant restaurant

43 (41) Mechanic . Smith House

47 (49) Mechanic . dulian A. Coolidge House

Mechanic .

53 Mechanic S.
4 Mechanic S
5% Mechanic S
5 Mechanic S
57 Mechanic S

9 Monument Ave.

parking lot
OW. Albee House

Smith House

McAudan Block

Lyons Press

Pegeb5 of 7

C = contributing; NC = non-contributing

B = building; O = opject; & = dructure; S

DATE

mid-20th C.

ca 1911 concrete-block, hip-roofed

1887-89
ca 184
late-20th C.

Federd Building/Old Pogt Office 1912
mid-19th C.

1860s

1830-18335
ca 1870
ca 185

mid-20th C.

ca 1870

late-19th C.

DESCRIPTION

utilitarian

Queen Anne

Colonial Revivd/Queen Anne C

Renaisssnce Revivd

gebleend coitage
Sscond Empire

Greek Reviva
Vernacular Victorian
Vernacular Victorian
1-dory store

Itaianate

hip-roofed former
cariage house

dgte

STATUS Til

NC
C
C

NC
C
C
C

0 W W W Wy W W T ©® w w w W



MARLBOROUGH CENTER ffISTORIC DISTRICT
Marlborough (Middlesex County)
M assachusetts
DISTRICT DATA SHEET
C = contributing; NC = non-contributing
B = building; O = object; S = structure; S — dte

MAP &

MAP# MHC# PARCEL ADDRESS HISTORIC NAME DATE DESCRIPTION STATUS rm
Monument Avenue, cont.

69-21 QA Monument Ave, parking lot S
Moument Squeare
34 A-900 69-222 Monument Sg. Soldiers Monument 1869 granite monument C @)
b 69-222 Monument Sg. Monument Square 1839 landscagped triangle C S
Progpect Street
21 H-98 69483 11 Prospect S. Immeculate Conception Church 18681871  brick Gothic church C B
2 H-183 69492 23 Progpect S James McDonald House ca 18% Queen Anne C B
23 H-184 69493 27 Progpect Strest . Dr. James Campbdl House ca 1838 Eadldke QueenAmne  C 3

Rawlins Avenue
26 A-209 69-381A 22 Rawlins Ave. White City Diner 1940s Moderne C B

Wes Main Strest

37 69-223 West Main S. Lt. William Brigham Park ca 1924 open park C S
338 69223 Wegs Main . Lt. Wm. Brigham Monument  ca 1924 granite marker C 0
39  A-902 69-223 Weg Main . "The Volunteer” Monument 1924 bronze gatue C @)
40 B#&4 69-223 3H West Main S. Marlborough Public Library 1904 Renaissance Revivd C B
THROUGHOUT THE DISTRICT

54 Main, Mechanic, W. Main, Bolton Sts  Colonial road network 17th-19th C. St

Page 6 of 7



MARLBOROUGH CENTER ffISTORIC DISTRICT
Marlborough (Middlesex County)
M assachusatts
DISTRICT DATA SHEET

TOTAL DISTRICT RESOURCE COUNT,;

Contributing Non-contributing
BUILDINGS: 3 15
STRUCTURES! 1 0
OBXECTS 8 4
STES S 1
TOTAL CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES. 52 TOTAL NON-CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES. 20

Pege7of 7
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May 13, 1998
M4/ < 4198

The Commonwedth of Massachusetts *5S HIST.

Massachusatts Historical commission
220 Morrissey Boulevard
Boston, MA 02125

RE: AssessorsMap 70/149
Marlborough Center NRHD
James Golden, 111

186 Main Street, Marlborough, MA 01752

Deaxr Sir'fMadam:

In reference to your letter dated May 5, 1998, informing me that the above property hes been
conddered for the Marlborough Center Historic District.

Fease note that as owner of the above mentioned property that | strongly object to having this
property included in and listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

Respectfully,
JamnesGoldeivlll
Owner
THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
Middlesex, ss May 13, 1998

Then persondly gopeared the above-named JAIYFESY KALDEN, |11 and acknowledged the
foregoing to be hisfree act and dead before me:

RHONDA L. CROSBY, Notary Pu”c

My Commission Expires. 12/18/98



MARLBOROUGH PUBLICLIBRARY BOARD MEMBERS
Jenet Panegorc, Chair

BOARD Ot T_9<ierES Marie Boucher, V. Cheir
3H West Main Sregt Gerard Boule
Marlborough, Massachusetts 01752 Thors2 Horentino
Td (508) 624-6900 TTY (508) 460-3610 Raymond Insani
Kaymond Johnson
Danid Vcnico
May 15, 1998 MY 1 8 188
"ASS HSI' moM™

Commonwedth of Massachusdtts
Massachusdtts Historical Commission
220 Morrisey Boulevard

Boston, MA 02125

Re  Marlborough Public Library
35 Wed Main Street, Marlborough

e Sir/Madam:

As Charperson of the Board of Trudees for the Marlborough Public Library, | an writing to
inform you that | object to the establishment of a Marlborough Center Historic District.

The Marlborough Public Library is located in the downtown area. As Chairperson of the
Board of Trustees, | object to the establishment of a Nation Register Historical District for
Marlborough Center. In addition, | object to having the Library included.

Very truly yours,

Janet M . Panegore
Chairperson

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
Middlesex, ss

Then persondly gppeared the above-named Janet M. Panagore, Chairperson of the
Marlborough Public Library Board of Trustees, and acknowledged the foregoing to be her
free aot and desd as Chairperson befgoE™ me:

n , Notary Public
My Comm. Expires.

THE CITY Of MARIBOKXJGH DOCS NOT OSCRIMNATE ON THE BASIS Of RACE. COLOR. NATWNAL ORIGIN. SEX. RBJOON. AGE OR USAOLNY IN Bliin.OYHe<T OA THE PfIOVSION Of SSIVCES.
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The Lyons Press
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Honorable William Mauro, J.
Office of the Mayor

City Hall

140 Man Srest
Marlborough, MA 01752

Dear Mayor Mauro,

It hes been brought to my atention that there is same opposition to the propossd
Marlborough Center Higtoric Didtrict. | an very muchin favor of the credtion of this
Digtrict in which our building isinduded (Asssssors Mg 69/211). Any plan to presave
the flavor and character of Marlborough's history rather then degtroy it by razing
buildingsof character and historic vaue should be promoted. 1n 1987 when the Lyons
Rress building wes completdy rebuilt and refurbished, we took gregt peins to presarve the
historic exterior festures of the building while bringing the interior up to modem
dandards

| believe that if ligted in the Nationd Regigter, properties within the higoric area
will beocome more vauable and that owners will take pride in the fact thet they are part of
the history of the city. FHlesse convey to locd officials our wholehearted suppart of this
project.

Sncady,

Cheger E. Thompson,
Preddent & Treesurer

cc. Lynn Faust

9 Monument Avenue ¢ P.O. Bax 76 < Marlborough, Massachusetts 01752-0076
Tdephone: 508-485-0210 e  Fax 5084853469
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3Samia Jariie.s

V, Birnr.r.ghor-i 20f\o/" 3.4gMor!. Mossochusetts 02135

Jun« 5, 11993

Ms. EI Fi ti'.geralc

) Betts KisHdri C Conrnisston
Archiveg Buiiding
Bos;ton, N\

RE: Lejtter of SuE:ort of National Register Historic District

6ear Ma fitzg«ral:
As t he owner of Pacces 47, 48, 49. 52, 9, and11i nt he proposed

ijiarifcorlopgh Center National Historic District, | want t oexpress ny
itrbng plro-svipport for theproposal fcrtheHistoric's creation,
The buildings | ow in thedowntown area areworth over $3 million,

i thin th© credtion of the National Register District will
substantially enhalte thelikelihood that thedowitown Marlborough
irerts viiill contini-l to inprove economcally.

Very Tcuily Yours,

3orrole?9ly D versit ed ileoi Estate F'm

t:T TO)i/"nA crv”,:? 7fl0.TICU
TCTAL P.22
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IMMACULATC CONCCPrrON CHURCH
17 VaaMagto* Ca«rt
MAHLBOROUSH, MASSACHUSETTS 01732
T*I. (500) 403-0O0I4
Pui (300) 480.96U

June 8, 1998

M assachusatts Higoric a Commisson
Mass. Archives Buildii:;

Bogon, MA

Attn: Elsa Fitzgerad

Re leter of saupport, fjlkrlborough Center National Regiger ffistoricDidrict

Dear Ms Fitzgerald:

Asthepadar @ hemmagulate Conception Church, listed as parcd #21 on the
July 15, 1997 map dep;: tingthe Marlborough Center National Register Historic District,
|'am writing to expresst ly s~ port for the areation of the Didtrict. Our parish, the oldest
in the community, is Iofc™tedin the center of the downtown. We hope to continue to
anchor the Marlboroug downtown, and fedl that the Historic District, by encouraging
doantown regtoration. :kn only hdp us

Thank you for j ¢ ur congderation in this matter.

Sincerdy,

Rev. Paul 7. McLaughlin

Jun8e98.docAB
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first Baptist Church

ZZ Mechanic ST., W BoxZ”8

Mariborough, MA 0175Z
Tel (508) 455-3450
Xev. Safford W. Trapp. Tastor

June 8,1998

Masssechusts Hisor  Commisson
Massadhusdts Archive { Building
Bogton, MA

Attn: BsaFHtzgerdd
Re Marlborough Catk- Naiond Regider Higoric Didtrict
Dear Ms Ftzgerdd,

As Moderator of th «irst Baptis Church of Marlborough, I am writing to express our
support for the creatiolj > Marlborough Center Nationd Register Higtoric District. Our
propaty isliged asspa ;1 #41 on the duly 15, 1997 depicting thisdigtrict. 1n 194
we arbaked upona  toric redoration project that restored our building to its origind
fivecolors. Thiswas |cong)lished through ajoint effort betwean the congregetion and
the community, sswell  the generasty of Historic Massadhtiscits, Inc., which provided
aninitia loanforthe pJ st

Ou regtored buildii - which recaived the 1995 Marlborough Pide Award ad the
Massadhusdtts Higtoricl Commisson Presarvation Award in 1996, saves es an andhor
to the downtown areg, The redtoration of our building hes goarked an interest in the
presarvaion of higoric )uildings in Marlborough. The cregtion of aNationd Regider
Didgtrict will hdp the c] itinued reoration ad presarvation of historic buildings in our
city by giving busned  an incentive to restore thar buildings.

Therk youfor your ngderation in this matter.

terdy.

VictoriaA. Vento
Moderaor

ToJXnoi “hr/st and To Make Christ “nown
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Higoric Marlbaraugh, Inc.

27 Propat S
Marlbarough, MA 01752

June 8,1998

Massachusdts HigoricE (Commisson
Mass Archives Buildin
Bogon, MA

attn: Elsa Fitzgerald

re: letter of support, Mskaraugh Canter National Regder Hidoric Didrict

Dear Ms Fitzgerad:

Higoric Marlbafc gh, Inc. oamns the Old Pogt Office, located a 40 Methanic K.,
liged as Parcd #4 an't  July 15, 1997 mgp depicting the Marlbarough Center National
Regdea Hidoric Digric  am writing to eqoress the suppart of Higoric Marlborough,
Inc. for the arestion of 11 Didrict. The Old Pog Office prgedt would nat have bemn
possble without an earli MPPF grant for acquigtion. The continuing resaration of our
doantoamn will be hdpg immesaurably by the exddence of the National Regser
Didrid.

Thank you for ydVircongderation in this metter.

Jon Ddh Prisodli, Clerk
jun8c98.docAB
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Josph Fitzpateridk
26 Maumat Ave
Mearlbarough, MA 91752

June 81998

Massachusdts Higoric) Commisson
Mass Archives Buildin]
Bogon, MA

atn: Elsa Fitzgerald

re leter of support, MJ barough Canter Nationd Regge Hidaric Didrict

Dear Ms Fitzgerdd:
lomn A Mah ¢S, liged as Parcd #35 on the July 15, 1997 mgp depidting
the Marlbaraugh Cattd  ationd Regde Hidoric Didrict. | an writing to express my
appat for the aestion  the Didridt. | omn a busness propaty in the digrict, and fed
that the exitence of the igrict will na only inarease the likdihood thet | will retare
my propaty but will d:  improve the chances far mare gangd revitaization doantoan,
Thank you for yi condderation in this matter.

jun8a98.docAB
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June 8,1998

M assachusdtts Higorici Commision
Mass Archives Btiildii®
Bsotoin, MA

atn: ElsaFitzgerad

re lete of support, MWibaaugh Centa National Regge Hidoric Didrict

Dear Ms Fitzgerald

| apartion of 12* 1¥Main ., liged as Parad #8 an the July 151997 m”
depiding the Marlbaro  Cente Nationd Regde Hidoric Didrict | an writing to
express my uppat for eaedion of the Didrid. | omn a bushness prapaty in the
digrid, and fed that th' ixigance of the Didrict will nat only inareese the likdihood thet
| will resaremy prgpg  but will also improve the chanass for mare gangrd
revitalization donvnto

Thank you for yi congderation in this metd'.

Snody,

y Josgph Faro
jun8fa8docAB
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June™ , 1998

The Commonwedth of Massachusdtts
Massachusetts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, MA 02125

RE: AssessorsMap 70/77, 77A
Marlborough Center NRHD
Owner : Gerard Boule
Address 46 Eagt Dudley Stret
Marlborough, MA 01752

Dear Sr/Madam:

In reference to your letter dated May 5, 1998, informing me that the above property has been
conddered for the Marlborough Center Historic District.

Feese note that as owner of the above mentioned property that | strongly object to having this
property included in and listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

Respectfiilly,
Gerard Boule
Owner
THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
Middlesex, ss June N 1998
Then persondly gopeared the above-name BOULE and acknowledged the

foregoing to be hisfree act and deaed before

RHONDA L. CROSBY, Notary Public
My Commission Expires. 12/18/98
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GADBOIS 6t BERGERON

27 PROSPECT STHFgr

MARLBORO. MASSACHUSETTS 01TS2
DAVIO P. QAOQaOIS TEL: (fiOe)«S1-0101

ARTHUR P. BEROCRON Jumg,l% FAX: (soe)d4ab5-aso6

M assachusdits Hidari< [*anmissan
Archives Building

Bogon, MA

atn: Elsa Fitzgerad

re letter of suppart, Mpflbaraugh Cata Nationd Hidoric Didrict
Dear Elsxx

| am the owna(f 27 Progoedt S, Marlbarough, liged as parad #23 in the
praposd Marlboraud Cater Nationd Reggte Higoric Digrict. The building hauses
my offices, and is prestly being retored and adgpted to add offices by an architedt and
landscape architedt. | writing to express my enthusiagtic suppart of the aregtion of the
Didrict.

My partneg ac aoquired aur building in 1981, 0 we have watdhed the evdution
o doantoan firsthand|leeny years Badcally, nathing happened there for a number of
years Then, in the v+ 19905 therMayar Michad Hagen dedded toinvest in the
retoration of the d?lfi |h Schod, now called the Wake Building. That resaration won
an MHC award. 119 y\the Marlbaraugh Baptist Church Congregetion dedded to
repaint ther building, dg¢aring itsarigina multicdored beauty. That resaration aso won
an MHC award. Tha ange hes parked athers Since then, there has ben a dgnificant
investmeant in resared facade and sgn wark. On June 18 there will bea dharrete an the
adaptive reuse of thec U Fire Sation. Clearly, the mamantum for higtaric presarvation
and retaration i%d\* i igin Marlbarough.

Asfor my partke and |, weare now in the middle of a $80,000 retoration of aur
building. Thereisno gitdion that aur wark would have besn mucdh less ambitious hed it
na ben far the pi of availability of the federd presrvation tax aredits which
would come from NatibhaRegde datus | have sodken abaut these incantives to a
numbea of my fdlonh\ inessmen doantoan, may of wham have exoressd redl
interegt in looking tatie resaration of thar oan buildings Hopefully, with the aregtion
of the National Rogigt Didrict this pressvation mametum will continue

JUNSASS



The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

Julys, 1998

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regigter of Historic Haces
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, N.W.

Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosad pleese find the following nomination form:
Marlborough Center Historic District, Marlborough (Middlesex Co.), MA

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been sgned by the
SaeHistoric Presaervation Officer. The owners of the property within the district werenotified

of pending State Review Board consideration 30 to 75 days before the meeting and were afforded
the opportunity to corrunent.  To datethe Commission hes received three notarized |etters of
objection, and eight Ietters of support; additionally anotarized letter of objection has been
received from the Board of Trusteesof the Marlborough Public Library.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Fnedberg
National Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

CC: Gary Brown, Chair, Marlborough Historical Commission
Lynn Faust, Marlborough Historical Commission
Hon. William Mauro, J., Mayor, City of Marlborough
Anne McC. Forbes, Presarvation Consultant
Peter Panagore, City of Marlborough, Planning Office

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 T DD: 1-800-392-6090
Website:  www.magnet.state. ma.us/sec/mhc
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Milddl ese X STATE: NMASSACHUSETTS
Restricted Locatioi Owner: PRI VATE Resource Type: DI STRICT
LOCAL
cont ributing
:1lngf 38 15
1
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.T APPLI CABLE
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