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Physically, the exterior front appearance of Alaska Steam Laundry is almost identical 
to the facade under construction in 1901 and in operation by 1902. Then one of the 
most impressive business structures in Juneau or Alaska, the entire building could 
be seen and viewed; as it was surrounded by an open-space with a walk-way along the 
sides and rear. This was then First Street, in the heart of the business district. 
Later, as First Street became South Franklin with growth pressure and high real- 
estate values other buildings encroached and abbutted on the sides and rear. For 
many years, residents have been denied the eye-filling quality of the full building. 
The commanding front tower remains a landmark despite the general decline of this 
old district.

As constructed, :Alaska SteamLaundry was of modified Victorian design; In addition 
to the commanding semi-circular tower which juts from the left-hand corner second 
story, with conical roof a story higher, _ the otherwise horizontal store front, 
except for modest supporting frames, was entirely plate glass. The upper story 
front including the tower had nine large, but more conventional windows. Seventeen 
windows graced both side elevations for a total of 34, and there were 12 windows 
at the rear. Exterior finish at sides, rear and upper-story front was of horizontal 
shiplap. Twenty-four scrolled beams overhang the lower roof at tower and front 
elevation. The front roof which showed, was of parquet shingle pattern, with 
special attractive emphasis on the tower roof; topped by a six foot flagpole.

Front dimensions of the building are 39 feet, with a 3 feet overhang of the tower 
at the second story. It measures 32 feet high along the roof line, with the tower 
roof rising 8 feet above this. Length of the building is 60 feet.

The Alaska Steam Laundry occupied the full downstairs area; with quality apartments 
upstairs. In 1929, when a new plant was built' at 175 Shattuck Way by then manager 
"Sim" MacKinnon, the downstairs became a sales outlet for the new plant and the 
largely outmoded mechanical equipment was removed. The trade name went out of 
existence at that time. Apartments continued upstairs. "In 1963, a new and larger 
facility, including extensive dry-cleaning and a laundrymat was built by the 
MacKinnon's at 1114 Glacier Avenue and this phased out both the South Franklin 
and Shattuck Way operations.

The former Alaska Steam Laundry became entirely a business building, with an 
office supply firm downstairs and various offices upstairs. The office supply firm 
continues downstairs; and the upstairs has become a boutique, including arts and 
crafts shops, healthfoods, and a mountaineering-skiing store during the 1970's.

Even today after many years of chapped usage, older residents refer to the structure 
as "The Alaska Steam Laundry Building."
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
An excellentarchitecturalexample of an important commercial enterprise which
bridged the historical continuity of 19th and 20th Century Juneau.
When it became apparent after the 1880 placer gold strike that Juneau would not
be a quick "boom and bust" camp  but rather would enjoy a long, prosperous future, 
with great mechanized mills, mines and a large payroll of miners, it grew more 
progressively than other mining camps and reached a level of sophistocation sur­ 
passing any other in Alaska in the 19th Century. This was assured by, first, the 
Treadwell mines, just across the narrow Gastineau Channel on Douglas Island. Deep 
mining started there in 1882. By 1885, four corporate groups were mining; and 
several stamp mills and a smelter were in operation. In 1890 all operations at 
Douglas consolidated into the great Alaska Treadwell Gold Mining Company. It 
had then produced $14,000,000 from its four mines and 880 stamps in five mills. 
It would add some $40 million more to this by 1917 when wiped-out by an unexpected 
ocean cave-in. On the Juneau side, starting the same pattern only a few years 
later, the Alaska-Juneau Gold Co., began acquiring all claims in that district, 
combined into one great mine and mill which operated up to 1948 and produced 
$67 million in gold.

Juneau was officially made the capitol of Alaska in 1900, with the executive offices 
gradually moved from Sitka by 1906. This brought about the residence here of 
most of the territorial and federal employees in Alaska, in 7 Territorial 
departments and 27 Federal offices.

At Tacoma, Washington in 1894, Mr. and Mrs. E.R. Jaeger flipped a coin to 
determine whether they should move to Hawaii or Alaska. The coin favored Alaska. 
In January, 1895, Mr. Jaeger selected Juneau as the most promising business 
location in the Territory, and arrived by steamship from Seattle. Because 
of the extensive payroll of miners and millworkers mostly single laundry and 
cleaning was a lucrative enterprise. He leased the Juneau Steam Laundry from 
A.H. Day, then located in log cabin on the hillside at the end of 2nd just beyond 
where the Baranof Hotel was later built. Mrs. Jaeger joined him in March, traveling 
on the maiden voyage of the new flagship of the leading Alaska line, Willapa. 
The Jaeger family, soon increased by the birth of a daughter, Hazel, lived in 
an adjoining cabin and operated the laundry from there for several years. Then 
they moved to a larger existing building on Front Street. Having prospered, 
he decided to build a show-case operation which would have outlets in Apollo, 
Valdez, Gitka, Ketchikan and Wrangell; thus the name: Alaska Steam Laundry. 
The Jaeger's resided in the master apartment upstairs while Hazel attended local 
schools. Then they built a home on Fourth Avenue.
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While attending Juneau High School, Hazel was a classmate of James Simpson 
MacKinnon, son of a pioneer Fortymile and Juneau mining family. Hazel attended 
Mills College in California and then returned to Alaska to teach. "Sim" 
MacKinnon, was appointed to the U.S. Naval Academy and graduated as an officer. 
They were married in 1923 and spent several years in the Orient, where the, ; Son, 
J.S. Jr., was born, at Manila. In 1926 "Sim" retired from the Navy and returned 
to Juneau to take over management of his Father-in-law's laundry business which, 
although no longer "Alaska Steam", nor at the same location, continues.into 
the fourth generation. Grandson Neil MacKinnon, a graduate of the University 
of Alaska at Fairbanks, is now preparing plans for restoration of the old Alaska 
Steam Laundry building at 174 South Franklin Street.

Alaska Steam Laundry is one of the better existing examples of the transition 
of Juneau from mining camp to Capital City.
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