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Built in i860, the Peralta Home was originally a symmetrical three-bay 
hipped roof classic Italianate red brick building with central portico and 
pronounced eave bracketing. In 18?5>, the red brick was stuccoed over to prevent 
further moisture damage. At the same time, a large square, hipped roof wooden 
addition which included an art gallery, state dining room, butler's pantry and 
bedrooms in the Italianate style was added at the rear of the original building. 
This large addition retains its original facade integrity, although the interior 
space, with the exception of the remarkable art gallery ceiling fenestration, has 
been altered to accommodate club activities.

In 1°26, the Alta Mira Club purchased the building to save it from demolition, 
and in order to protect the front of the building added the Spanish Revival portico. 
Although the front facade f s original integrity has been altered, the Revival portico 
is an integral part of the building f s architectural history. The application is 
based primarily upon the house •s interior rooms which retain their original 
integrity to a remarkable degre-. and make a significant contribution to California's 
architectural history.

Of the six original rooms, four have not been altered. The wall and ceiling 
treatments are remarkable. The walls retain their original French papers purchased 
in i860, stenciling, mouldings in gold leaf and ceiling paintings. The redwood 
woodwork is intricately grained. The marble fireplaces were shipped around the 
Horn from Italy and purchased by the Peraltas in i860. They remain in place. The 
window glass and hardware were imported from Germany, and the oval arched french 
doors retain the original glass. The floors are made up of three layers of wood 
2-3/8" thick, with the first layer of redwood, then pine and finally hardwood.

The front doors contain stained art glass, and the hand-cut etched glass panels 
in the central hallway doors are large and exquisite. The hand-painted ceilings 
are particularly notable.
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The Peralta Home is architecturally significant as the first and oldest brick 
home in Alameda County. Although its original facade integrity has been altered, 
the Spanish Colonial Revival portico contributes to the building ! s architectural 
history, and the home f s interiors meet Register criteria in their own right. The 
application is based primarily upon these exceptional period interiors. TSee Item 7).

Historically, the home is a major landmark. Governor Pablo Vincente de Sola, 
the first Mexican governor of California, gave a land grant to Don Luis Peralta for 
his meritorious military service in 1820. The grant covered approximately i|8,825 
acres of land which included the present San Francisco East Bay cities of Albany, 
Berkeley, Emeryville, Piedmont, Oakland, Alameda and parts of San Leandro. Don 
Luis Peralta served in the military for U5 years, and in 1826 he resigned from the 
Presidio in San Francisco, California. He had 1? known children. One of his four 
sons, Tgnacia Peralta, was born April lU, 1791 in San Francisco Presidio, and it was 
he who had the Peralta Home built in i860. Tgnacia Peralta had married Rafele Sanchez 
whose family owned the Buri-Buri Ranch in San Mateo County, California, across the 
San Francisco Bay. They had ten children and eight survived. Ygnacio diedin 18?U at 
83 years of age in the Peralta Home.

Peralta»s son-in-law, William P. Toler, was the home's architect and builder. 
He was the son of the U.S. Consul in Venezuela. He raised the first American flag in 
California in 18U6, and married Ygnacio's daughter, Maria Antonia, in 1853. William 
Toller built the Peralta Home in three months in i860, hauling the hand-made bricks 
on a flat-bottom wagon covered with straw from the Alameda Slough Brickyard.

The Peralta Home -served as a refuge for weary travellers coming up from the 
east side of the San Francisco Bay from Mission San Jose. The Peralta Home was the 
social center of the area.
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Peralta Home (Alta Mira Clubhouse) 
56l Lafayette Avenue, corner Leo 
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