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This building has served Wallace as a library since its construction, which 
was completed in April, 1911. The style chosen was appropriate to the idea 
that the Renaissance has supplied us with the proper template for an educational 
setting. The library building has been given the shape of a porticoed, five-bay 
fronted, neo-classical brick rectangular prism with a low-pitched hipped roof. 
The building has a single elevated story with a high basement on the English 
Renaissance plan. The basement level is delineated by indentations in imitation 
of Renaissance stone rustication. The basement windows are rectangular double- 
hung sash and are headed by a continuous water table of concrete at the floor 
line of the upper story. The upper story window surrounds are of quoined brick­ 
work complementary to the corner and portico quoined pilaster-strips and pavilion. 
Entrance to the building is through the portico which.is at the upper floor level 
at the top of a flight of concrete steps. The gabled portico is in the tonic 
order with a pillar, and Ionic capitals representing wisdom on either side of 
the double-door entrance supporting an entablature. A lower entablature is 
supported by acanthus leaf consoles and brackets. An egg-and-dart moulded door 
surround and beveled glass transom in classical fretwork design further classicize 
the entrance. The portico pediment is surmounted by anthemia and encases an 
elaborate cartouche.

The location of this building next to the high school and its historic archi­ 
tectural statement recommend it as an important element in the life of Wallace.
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The Wallace Carnegie Library is significant as a local rendition of the type 
of architecture recommended by Carnegie advisors as appropriate for small­ 
town libraries, given expression in a revival of the English Renaissance 
style. The two impulses worrk well together in this mining-town structure. 
The de-emphasized entry hall and raised main floor windows suggested by 
Carnegie fit the elegant detailing and careful symmetry influenced, through, 
the English Renaissance and American Colonial Revival, by Palladio.

The Carnegie Library in Idaho typically was cast in a Renaissance or Neo­ 
classical mode and featured the symmetry of a central entrance flanked by 
matching bays. Among Idaho Carnegie libraries, the Wallace library is a 
relatively small and modest example in which the entry receives the greatest 
attention to style and detail.

The City of Wallace received its $12,000 grant for a Carnegie Library in 1910, 
and in March of that year passed the ordinance necessary to support the library 
with a yearly $1,200 and a site for the structure. The library was completed 
in the following year, and the city was given assistance in furnishing the 
structure by the Wallace Study Club.
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thence south 100 feet to the place of beginning, containing an area of 
0.229 acres.


