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30-14 mai n view cf house
Town Gloucester JAW » * A
30-5 Attic looking west toward central chimey

Address 12-14 Leonard St.

30-7 Detail, attic, showing n-e corner of

original house Historic Nare Edward Harraden House

30-8 Photo during restoration of original and

girt, left-hand _ _
Use: Present Residential

30-11 Ri ght -hand room o ) )
Original Residential

30-4 Attic, looking toward east end
DESCRIPTION
Date ca. 1660 .
Sour ce Docunmentary research
Style First Period core: 19th c. vernacul ar
exterior finisnes
Architect Unknown
Sketch Hap: :
Exterior V@ll Fabric @ apboards

Qut bui | di ncs None

Major Alterations (with dates) Extensions to
both sides andrear, probably all in
18th centurv.

Condi tion Good

Koved N Dat e
Acr eaoe less than one acre
Setting Qrerlookins the Anni squam ?J.ver at
the foot of a cranite outcroopin” about
200 ft. hich, surrounded bv wood frane
houses of [*th and 19thc. constructicn
JM REFERENCE L9. / 362-320 / 4723-510 Recor ded by Anne @ adv
B35 QUADRANGLE L-ioucester Quow Rnrkpnrfr Cre;niz2ticen Boston University

1: 25, 000 February, 1986
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Property Name Harraden He use

Indicate each item oninventory foimv~di is being continued bel ow.

SI GNI FI CANCE

The Harraden House has integrity of location, design, setting, and
judging from t hephotos taken during restorationand theframng i n
the attic, of materials and workmanship i nitsFirst Period Frane.
The building therefore neets criterion C Since opening upthe
walls t oexpose theframng would certainly yield information about
the nature of First Period framng practices i nGloucester, the
building also qualifies under Criterion D

The structure provides evidence of theevolutionary growth of
buildings which began as single cell houses and were |ater expanded,
a fate coomon tomany buildings i nthestudy area. The evidence of
how t helean-to was joined totheoriginal structure i sespecially
intact i nthis case.

EXTER CR DESCRI PTI ON

The Harraden House i sa seven bay wi de, one room deep structure with
steeply pitched roof and added |ean-to. The building originally
consisted of a single cell house, perhaps built c. 1660, now |ocated
in thesecond through fourth bays from theleft (west) end. Before
1765, theright hand roons and |lean-to had been added. At sone point
each end was extended by one bay and portions of thelean-to raised.
The clapboarded exterior i scharacterized by simple trim an early
19th century frontispiece and a central chimey.

MAJCR FI RST PER OD FEATURES

Except i ntheattic, no First Period framing i sexposed i n the
house. However, a photgraph of theoriginal left endgirt taken
during restoration of thehouse i nthemd-20th century reveals beamand
stud mortises for an outside wall, a broad quarter round chamfer, and
what appears tobe a lam's tongue stop at thejunction of the girt
with thelongitudinal summer beam  These features are consistent
with thetraditional c. 1660 construction date of t hehouse (see
photo). The steep roof pitch and mortises for collar beans i n the
original rafters arefurther”™ evidence of theFirst Period originsof
this house. Evidence that thesecond tofourth bays of t he house
incorporate theoriginal single cell structure i sbased ont he
photograph of theendgirt and t hepresence i ntheattic of an
obvious exterior corner at thejunction of therear right chimey tie
beam and rafter (seephoto). Also, there i sa difference i nfloor
hei ght between thetwo sides of thestructure, theleft hand roons
being a step higher than theright, and t he summer beans run i n
different directions. Intheleft hand (earlier) room nail evidence
indicates a longitudinal summer beam and joist spacing of 22" on
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Property Name Harraden House
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centers. I ntheleft hand chanmber, there i s also a longitudinal
surmer beam | ntheright hand chanmber, summer and sunmer t i e beam

are transverse.
LATER SI GNI FI CANT FEATURES

The downstairs roons retain well-executed Second Period raised-field
paneling. That i ntheright hand room was found i nthe cellar,
having been used toconstruct a coal bin, and was replaced ont he
fireplace wall c. 1950. | ti sflanked by pilasters, also thought to
be part of theoriginal assenblage of thewall. Sinmple raised field
paneling lines thefireplace wall of theright hand chanber, while
the left hand chamber incorporates a Federal Period mantel piece on
plain board dado. The 5 1/2' wi de bay was added totheright hand
end i nthe 18thcentury (judging by thecharacter of thejoists shown

in thephoto taken during repairs). The right end wall was then
constructed with plank framng, rather than studs. The left hand
bay, 6 1/2 feet wi de, may well have masonry walls. [Itswalls arel4”

thick. Wen thelean-to was added t ot herear, a second set of
longer rear rafters was laid on topof theoriginal rafters i n the
attic.

In themd-20th century, theleft hand room theadded |left endbay,
and thelean-to on that side were thrown together tonake a |arge
living room Bolection molding was added tothefireplace at that

time.

H STORI CAL | NFORVATI ON

Edvjard Harraden purchased t heproperty i n1556-57 and i sbelieved to
have built theoldest portion of thehouse shortly thereafter. The
house was part of thefishing ham et devel oped i nAnnisquam during
the 17t hcentury, theoldest of a nunber of such ham ets foundedi n
Gl oucester i nthel7th and 18t hcenturies.
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