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Town Gloucester JAW » * ^ 

Address 12-14 Leonard St. 

His tor ic Name Edward Harraden House 

Use: Present Residential 

Original Residential 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1660 • 

Source Documentary research 

Style F i r s t Period core: I9th c. vernacular 
exterior finisnes 

Architect Unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric Clapboards 

Outbuildincs None 

Major Alterations (with dates) Extensions to 
both sides and rear, probably a l l in 
18th centurv. 

Condition Good 

Koved No Date 

Acreaoe less than one acre 

Setting Ove rlookins the Annisquam ?J.ver at 

the foot o f a cranite outcroopin" about 

200 f t . h i ch, surrounded bv wood frame 

houses of l ^ t h and 19th c. constructicn 

Recorded by Anne Gradv 

Crc;niz2ticn Boston Universitv 

1:25,000 February, 1986 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

The Harraden House has i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, s e t t i n g , and 
judging from the photos taken d u r i n g r e s t o r a t i o n and the framing i n 
the a t t i c , of m a t e r i a l s and workmanship i n i t s F i r s t Period Frame. 
The b u i l d i n g t h e r e f o r e meets c r i t e r i o n C. Since opening up the 
wa l l s to expose the framing would c e r t a i n l y y i e l d i n f o r m a t i o n about 
the nature of F i r s t Period framing p r a c t i c e s i n Gloucester, the 
b u i l d i n g also q u a l i f i e s under C r i t e r i o n D. 

The s t r u c t u r e provides evidence of the e v o l u t i o n a r y growth of 
b u i l d i n g s which began as s i n g l e c e l l houses and were l a t e r expanded, 
a f a t e common to many b u i l d i n g s i n the study area. The evidence of 
how the lean-to was j o i n e d to the o r i g i n a l s t r u c t u r e is e s p e c i a l l y 
i n t a c t i n t h i s case. 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The Harraden House i s a seven bay wide, one room deep s t r u c t u r e w i t h 
steeply p i t c h e d roof and added lean-to. The b u i l d i n g o r i g i n a l l y 
consisted of a s i n g l e c e l l house, perhaps b u i l t c. 1660, now located 
i n the second through f o u r t h bays from the l e f t (west) end. Before 
1765, the r i g h t hand rooms and lean-to had been added. At some p o i n t 
each end was extended by one bay and p o r t i o n s of the lean-to r a i s e d . 
The clapboarded e x t e r i o r i s ch a r a c t e r i z e d by simple t r i m , an e a r l y 
19th century f r o n t i s p i e c e and a c e n t r a l chimney. 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

Except i n the a t t i c , no F i r s t Period fram.ing i s exposed i n the 
house. However, a photgraph of the o r i g i n a l l e f t end g i r t taken 
during r e s t o r a t i o n of the house i n the mid-20th century reveals beam and 
stud mortises f o r an outside w a l l , a broad quarter round chamfer, and 
what appears t o be a lamb's tongue stop a t the j u n c t i o n of the g i r t 
w i t h the l o n g i t u d i n a l summer beam. These features are consistent 
w i t h the t r a d i t i o n a l c. 1660 c o n s t r u c t i o n date of the house (see 
photo). The steep roof p i t c h and mortises f o r c o l l a r beams i n the 
o r i g i n a l r a f t e r s are f u r t h e r ^ evidence of the F i r s t Period o r i g i n s of 
t h i s house. Evidence t h a t the second to f o u r t h bays of the house 
incorporate the o r i g i n a l s i n g l e c e l l s t r u c t u r e i s based on the 
photograph of the end g i r t and the presence i n the a t t i c of an 
obvious e x t e r i o r corner a t the j u n c t i o n of the rear r i g h t chimney t i e 
beam and r a f t e r (see photo). Also, there i s a d i f f e r e n c e i n f l o o r 
height between the two sides of the s t r u c t u r e , the l e f t hand rooms 
being a step higher than the r i g h t , and the summer beams run i n 
d i f f e r e n t d i r e c t i o n s . I n the l e f t hand ( e a r l i e r ) room, n a i l evidence 
i n d i c a t e s a l o n g i t u d i n a l summer beam and j o i s t spacing of 22" on 
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centers. I n the l e f t hand chamber, there i s also a l o n g i t u d i n a l 
summer beam. I n the r i g h t hand chamber, summer and summer t i e beam 
are transverse. 

LATER SIGNIFICANT FEATURES 

The downstairs rooms r e t a i n well-executed Second Period r a i s e d - f i e l d 
paneling. That i n the r i g h t hand room was found i n the c e l l a r , 
having been used to constru c t a coal b i n , and was replaced on the 
f i r e p l a c e w a l l c. 1950. I t i s flanked by p i l a s t e r s , also thought to 
be p a r t of the o r i g i n a l assemblage of the w a l l . Simple ra i s e d f i e l d 
paneling l i n e s the f i r e p l a c e w a l l of the r i g h t hand chamber, while 
the l e f t hand chamber incorporates a Federal Period mantelpiece on 
p l a i n board dado. The 5 1/2' wide bay was added to the r i g h t hand 
end i n the 18th century ( j u d g i n g by the character of the j o i s t s shown 
i n the photo taken d u r i n g r e p a i r s ) . The r i g h t end w a l l was then 
constructed w i t h plank framing, r a t h e r than studs. The l e f t hand 
bay, 6 1/2 f e e t wide, m̂ ay w e l l have masonry w a l l s . I t s w a l l s are 14" 
t h i c k . When the le a n - t o was added t o the rear, a second set of 
longer rear r a f t e r s was l a i d on top of the o r i g i n a l r a f t e r s i n the 
a t t i c . 

I n the mid-20th century, the l e f t hand room, the added l e f t end bay, 
and the lean-to on t h a t side were thrown together to make a large 
l i v i n g room. B o l e c t i o n molding was added to the f i r e p l a c e at tha t 
time. 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

Edvjard Harraden purchased the pr o p e r t y i n 1556-57 and i s believed to 
have b u i l t the olde s t p o r t i o n of the house s h o r t l y t h e r e a f t e r . The 
house was pa r t of the f i s h i n g hamlet developed i n Annisquam during 
the 17th century, the olde s t of a number of such hamlets founded i n 
Gloucester i n the 17th and 18th c e n t u r i e s . 

-2-

Staple to Inventory form at borr 
om 



NPS Fonn lOOOO* 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Piaces 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name 
State 

Nomination/Type of Review 

J " ' - ^ l . Giddings, Lient., Samuel House" ^^^t/^eeper/ 

A t t r f s t 

Date /Signature 

, ^ / f O 

3^/c32. Goodale, Isaac, House att<)gt<ai*Pti ittt,^,„(j^^^P^^ ^ ^ > / € ^ ^ r ^ a L L ^ ^ . t ^ S / f / f ^ . 

t l 

33. Gott House fia.' 

A t t e s 

^ " ^ { ^ p e r Y yi/io 
At tes t_ 

Entered In tiie / 
34. Gould, Capt. Joseph, House i a t l o o a l B©£l8tflKeeper_ 

A t t e s t_ 

Entered In the , 
35. Gould, Zaccheus, House gational Be«l-**W ̂ '"Regper ̂  

li/lAio 

\/lA90 
A t t e s t 

36. Hardy, Joseph, House Hatlonal HaglfltOT (^Aitgeper cyAA^-l-^^'-r^^---*--/^^ 3 / 9 / f £ ^ 

A t t e s t 
Entered In the 

^ 7 . Harraden, gdwfjEd, Jiouse j Ha t lona l Reg l s t ^Hte^pe r 

A t t e s t 

S^K 38. Harris Farm ^ / t i^Ubs-iant Bsvlaa eeper 

Atte 

^9(?c 

39. Hart House 
entered %n 
Hatlonal Register ^ifge^r ,yAA2^^^<--f^-'-<^'^S^^^^ ^ ^A'fA'^O 

40. 

Attest_ 

Haskett, William, House Sational Beglstoj^^^eeper /p<^AtA-u.^..^^^^ ^AfA'^A 

Attest 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

Harraden, Edward, House PROPERTY 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE 
NAME: 

Fi r s t Period Buildings of Eastern Massachusetts TR 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Essex 

DATE RECEIVED: 1/24/90 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 2/2 3/90 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

DATE OF PENDING LIST: 2/07/90 
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 3/10/90 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 90000212 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N 

N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 

SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMlffiNT WAIVER: 

ACCEPT 

N 

RETURN REJECT 
ilntextd In the 

DATE {ational Heglster 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA_ 
REVIEWER 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count " resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

h i s t o r i c current 

DESCRIPTION 

arc h i t e c t u r a l c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 
'materials 
"descriptive t e x t 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance ( i n one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c l a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary j u s t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning thi s nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed 





























Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000281 


