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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Marsh house is a handsome two-story Georgian wooden structure, topped 
with a cupola having seven arched windows along its facade, three on each 
side. Except for those in the cupola, other windows are uniformly crowned 
with a pediment supported by abbreviated brackets. The cornice line of 
the main roof is supported by modillions, and the corners of the house 
are quoined, with the facade scored to give it the appearance of masonry.

Four pillars, simply panelled front and back, support the veranda. Rounded 
balusters border this part of the house, a few of which are reproductions 
matching the originals.

The overall design of the house closely compares with a plan disclosed by 
"The Model Architect", a book written by architect Samuel Sloan, and pub 
lished in 1852. The resemblance to Sloan's design is striking.

The floor plan consists of a central hall extending through the house, 
with two rooms on either side (front and back parlors, a sitting room and 
dining room) and a kitchen in the rear. There are five bedrooms and two 
baths on the second floor, all of which are reached by a stairway bal- 
ustraded and banistered in cherry wood.

First to the east at the rear of the second floor is the bedroom of the 
eldest son, Sherman Marsh. Original furnishings of the 1870-80 period 
are shown. Wall papers comparable in design to those used in that period 
help project the spirit of the times.

The right front bedroom, called the "Maria Jane" room (less lavishly fur 
nished with period furniture) faces toward Boulder Street. Its one origi 
nal piece is a framed mirror painted in the style of the times by daughter 
Maria Jane Marsh.

A modern bathroom converted from a small bedroom used by Charles Deterick 
Marsh and John Minze Marsh, when they were children, occupies the front 
center of the upper story.

To the left is the Preston Room, occupied during Mr. M. L. Marsh's de 
clining years by his daughter Maria and her husband Benjamin Preston.

The master bedroom, located at the top of the stairs on the left, was 
occupied for 38 years by M. L. Marsh, the head of the family. His wife, 
Emma Ann (Ward) Marsh, never lived in the building, having died just prior 
to its completion.

At the rear of the upper part of the structure one enters a 
ing to a small bedroom, a small water closet with an ornate 
trunk bowl", and a commodious bathroom containing a copper titrj 
covered and incased in wood.

^A.

Water for this tub was heated through coils inserted into the firebox 
of the kitchen stove (below) and piped to the tub through a water b^ll«r.
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Beneath the main stairway is a door leading to a basement under the rear 
parlor. A storm door leads outside into the back yard. Inspection of the 
house's brick and stone foundations and timbering shows evidence of 
excellent craftsmanship and durability. Today a furnace and flues for 
heated air are located in the old cellar.

In the sitting room, located to the right of the front entrance, we find 
a library. Not all of the furnishings in this room are antiques. There 
is, however, an impressive fireplace with an original foot high fire 
guard, an antique cabinet, a red velvet late Victorian sofa, and a 
charcoal portrait of Emma Ann Marsh, the wife and mother for whom the 
house was built.

Back of the sitting room is the formal dining room. Here, as with many 
of the other rooms, an intricate molded paneling extends to the baseboards, 
surrounds doors and windows as well as the walls eighteen inches below the 
molding. A clear crystal chandelier of Louis XIV design hangs from the 
center of the ceiling. Dining room table and chairs fit the period theme.

As was common in fine houses of the 1870-80' s, a front and back parlor is 
located to the left of the front door. Those at the Marsh home are for the 
most part furnished in period furniture, are well carpeted and draped, and 
are tasteful in appearance. Though the main parlor today is heated by 
furnace heat, a fireplace paneled in choice sugar pine with a hearth of 
tiles made of native clay testifies to the type of heating originally used.

All windows are double hung; ceilings are high; the outside shutters are 
original.

The kitchen, unlike the other rooms, has been somewhat modernized. It has 
been widened by incorporating a former screen porch into its present 
dimensions, though showing strong evidence of its former proportions and 
design. A large fireplace occupies one end of the room, balanced on the 
other end by an equally large cupboard. At the right of the kitchen is a 
glass enclosed conservatory constructed when the house was built in 1873.

Next to the building toward the east is a restored woodshed and cooks'
This has lost much of its architectural integrity by the

addition of portions which were never a part of the original structure,
and the modernization of the interior.
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A restored barn constructed in a lower level next to the woodshed is also 
without historical integrity. We are not attempting to register these.

The main building (the residence previously described), however, does 
retain its original architectural values. Spacious well kept grounds, 
flowers, foliage and trees of many varieties add to the charm of the 
property, making the Marsh home one of Nevada City's most impressive 
attractions.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Constructed in (1873, the building was the home of Martin Luther Marsh 
(1831-1911), a prominent Nevada City resident. Marsh immigrated to 
California from Ohio during the Gold Rush and after an attempt at mining 
returned to his former trade of carpentry. He later became involved with 
sawmill operations, served on the Board of Supervisors, Board of Equaliza 
tion, Board of Directors of the Bank of Nevada County, and was active in 
formulating plans for construction of the Nevada County Narrow Gauge 
Railroad between Nevada City and Coifax. Marsh's wife died a month prior 
to completion of the house; Marsh and his four children moved into the 
building on August 21, 1873. After Marsh's death in 1911, the home 
remained in family ownership for a number of years, but eventually was 
abandoned. In 1954,, Emily Lucille Marsh, granddaughter of M. L. Marsh, 
visited the old home and found it in a state of disrepair. She and her 
husband, the late James B. Christie, purchased the building and began its 
restoration that same year.

Virtually unaltered since its construction in 1873, the Martin Luther Marsh 
home is an exceptionally well preserved example of mid-18th century 
American architectural values. Primarily of Georgian derivation With its 
symmetrical facade, simulated masonry^ quoins,3and shuttered, double-hung 
windows capped by small triangular pediments, the building is a composition 
of architectural refinement and restraint more characteristic of earlier 
buildings of the East rather than the emerging flambouyant eclecticism of 
California's growing urban centers of the period. That the building is 
similar to a design which appeared in a popular Eastern stylebook of the 
1850's is probably more than coincidental, considering Marsn's trade as a 
carpenter and exposure to popular Eastern styles in his native Ohio. The 
lack of alterations and good condition of the house and its period 
furnishings make it an exceat^S^fexample of an early California 
residence. /\V ^
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