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Architectural Classification
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EARLY REPUBLIC/Federal
MID 19 CENTURY/Greek Revival
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Worcester, MA
County and State
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Contributing Noncontributing
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1 sites
_ structures
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DOMESTIC/single dwellings
GOVERNMENT/town hall
EDUCATION/school
RELIGION/church
FUNERARY/cemetery

Materials
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foundation STONE/granite

walls WOOD/weatherboard
VINYL/weatherboard

roof ASPHALT; STONE/slate

other
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DESCRIPTION

EXTENT AND GENERAL CHARACTER OF THE AREA

The Phillipston Center Historic District, about 44 acresin Sze, encompasses amajor portion of the center village of
the town of Phillipston. Phillipston isatown of a population of about 1485 located in the northem part of Worcester
County, Massachusetts. The focal point of the areaisthe town's historicinstitutional center, which is concentrated
about the town common. The district dso includes portions of Baldwinville Road, Templeton Road, and Petersham
Road, which radiate out from the common to the north, eedt, and west respectively. Short ssgmentsof Lincoln Road,
which branch westward off of Paterdham Road, and Athol Road, which cuts northwest of f of Baldwinville Road are
adso included. Properties contained within the areaare both civic and residential.

Spardy settled and little disturbed by 20M century construction, the Phillipston Center Historic District hes the
feeling of a 19" century rural New England village. Thisis 90, even though afew significant buildings that once
good on the town common have bean logt over time and afew new buildings have been built within the historic area
A senseof age islent to the area by the presence of large, old trees dong the roads of the district and on the Common
and by the granite fences, walls, foundations, $eps, and podsthat are widely usad here. The architecture,
predominant spatial arrangement, and landscaping features of the areaare representative of the town'slate-1S™h-
through-mid-19th century period of major growth and prosperity.

TAPOERAPHY

The centra portion of the district congds of mostly leve terrain. The common and the southern portion of
Baldwinville Road are stuated on flat land a the top of a hill. Only a the edgesof the district doesthe ground fall
off and then only gradually. The descent from the leve hilltop occurs on Templeton Road eedt of the District # 1
School/Phillips Memorial Library (MAP # 4) and on Barre Road south of the intersection with The Common Road.
Patersham Road descends gradually from its intersection with The Common Road and flattens out near the Bamum-
White-Farr House. 60 Patersham Road (MAP # 12). Beginning from its intersection with Petersham Road, Lincoln
Road dopes downward in front of the Gardner Mavnard House. 10 Lincoln Road (MAP #11). OnBaldwinville Road
north of the intersection with Athol Road there isagradud decline in the terrain until just past the|. & C. Bassit
House and Store. 10 Athol Road (corner Baldwinville Road (MAP #20). This desoent isfollowed by an upward
climb after the Baker-Whitney House. 55 Baldwinville Road (MAP #22).

TYPES OF PROPERTIESIN THE DISTRICT

Thirty-four buildings are included in the district. Of thesetwenty-four are conddered contributing and ten non-
contributing to the historic character of the district. There are seven dtes, six of which are contributing and one non-
contributing. There is one object, which is consgdered contributing.

Seven of the historic properties, including the Common, Center Cemetery, town pound, town pump, town hall, schoal,
and library are civic properties. The remainder of the properties in the areaare residentid. Three are of mid- or late-
20th century date. These modern dwellings can be conddered non-contributing to the historic

(continued)
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character of the area However, somevery subgtantid, free-standing, granite foundations (possibly dso including a
granite animal pen) surviving from earlier bamsnext to a late 20V century housea 10 The Common (Map # 14) ae
an exception. Thesewdl-preserved gructures are associated with an early 19th century tavem/residence that formerly
occupied this dte.

ARCHITECTURAL STYLES

Stylistically, buildingsinthe district are mogtly limited to late 1IS'h and early 19th century architectura styles ~
specifically. Federd and Greek Revival. While many residential buildingshave Federd style featuresor detailing, the
town's mgjor ingtitutional buildingsare Greek Reviva in style. The Congregational Meeting House (65 The
Common; MAP #2; Photo # 1; 1786, 1837) and School House # 1 (25 Templeton Road; MAP # 4; Photo # 4; 1790,
ca 1850) are Federd period buildingsthat were converted to the Gresk Revival syle during the early 19th century.

Even though the Town Hall (50 The Common, MAP # 7, Photo # 3) was built in 1891 and has someminor Italianate
and Victorian Gothic detailing, itsform and major dements are Gresk Reviva ininspiration. The larger, two-story
reddencesfound inthe district are Federd or Gresk Reviva instyle. Thesetwo-story dwellings are dso among the
mogt high syle buildingsin the district. Mogt of the smdler dwellings are comparatively unadorned examples of the
timber frame vernacular, bearing only afew Federd or Gregk Reviva period ornamenta details. The only example
of the Georgian style is ssen inthe Rev. Ezekid Lysander Bascom House (70 The Common, MAP # 1, Photos # 6,

12, 17707-1800). However, itis undear whether the heavy Georgian style quoins and voussoir/keystone window cgps
ae original or not. Because of their unusud daborateness, in comparison with the scarce ornament found on other
smilar early housesin Phillipston, its is possble that these details are Colonial Reviva additions made around the
turn of the 20th century.

BUILDING ORIENTATION
Most buildings inthe areaare oriented with their main entrances facing the road. The only exception isthe
Phillipston Memorial Schoal (listed above).

BUILDING FORM

I nstitutional

Gable Front

Seved ingtitutional buildings (the Gresk Revival style Congregationa Meeting House, the Gresk Revival style
School House # 1. and the partially Gresk Reviva style Town Hall) all havetheir main entrances in a pedimented
gable end that faces the dtreet.

Form Follows Function
One major building in the area, the Phillipston Memorial School (1948) does not adhereto 18th and 19th century
building form traditions. The formal entrance, if there can be said to be one, is on the Sde, not the sreet front, of this
flat-roofed building. One entrance on the far west end of the main facade of the 1971 addition hes acasud
gopearance and does not resemble amain entranceto the building.

(continued)
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Residential

Gable End Type

Most of the residentia buildings inthe Phillipston Center Hitoric District havetheir main facades|ocated on the long
dde The gableislocated on the end, rather than on the front of this house type. Two main formsof thistype are
s inthe district, aone-story version and atwo-story version.

One-Story

One-and-a-hdf-sory, five-bay, center-entry, gable-end houses(most with center chimneys) are well represented here.
Examples of this form are the Rev. Ezekid Lysander Bascom House, the Gould-Miller-Pike House (30 The Common,
MAP #9, Photo # 14, cl 760), the George Bowker House (10 Templeton Road, MAP # 6, Photo # 13, 1790-1830),
and the wing of 75 Baldwinville Road (MAP # 24, 1790-1830). The Andrew S Chubb House (20 Baldwinville Road,
MAP # 18, Photo # 15, 1790-1830) and 65 Baldwinville Road. (MAP # 23, 1790-1830) have knee-wall construction,
suggesting apossble later date of congtruction than the above-mentioned housesof this type that have shorter comer

posts.

Two-Story

Two-and-a-haf-gory, five-bay, center-entry, gebleend dwellings (most with paired chimneys, mostly st on the rear
wall) are dso widely represented in Phillipston Center (for alisting of houses of thistype, sse "19th Century
Dwellings in Phillipston”, Section 8).

Five-Bay, Hip-Roof Type
Ore houseof thistype exids inthe district, the 1800-1844 Barnum-White-Farr House (30 Patersham Road, MAP #12,
Photo # 10). It isof the five-bay, center-entry, foursquare type with paired interior chimneys.

Gable Front Type

Only one resdencein the district is built on the gable-front, sdehdl-entry plan that was characterigtic of the mid-19th
century Greek Revival style. It isthe Sanderson House-Congregationd Parsonage (35 Templeton Road, MAP #5,
Photo #5, ca 1850).

ROOFTY PE

Roofs are gabled, with only afew exceptions. Exceptions are the hip-roofed. Federd style, Bamum-White-Farr
House, the flat-roofed Phillipston Memorial School (20 The Common, MAP # 10, Photo # 22, 1948, 1971, 1995), ad
the gambrd-roofed, non-contributing, late 20th century housea 15 Baldwinville Road (MAP # 15).

MATERIALS
Wood
Buildings in the district are all of wood construction.

(continued)
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Granite
Foundations of buildings built before the 20th century are largely of granite, someof brick. 20th century foundations
ae largdy of cement.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DISTRICT

THE COMMON

The Phillipston Common condds of agrassy areaof moderate size, planted with mature trees and encircled by The
Common Road. Roadsradiate outward from The Common Road, in an asymmetrica arrangement, to the eedt, west,
north, and south.

A smdl additional grassy triangle to the west of the main areaof the common isvisualy in the "spirit" of the
common, dthough it is unclear whether historically or legaly itisactualy part of it. Thistriangle gopears to have
been created a sometime during the 20th century when a previoudy more open and undefined roadway wes divided
to better channd traffic a the three-way intersection of The Common, Baldwinville, and Patersham roads.

BUILDINGS AND STRUCTURES AROUND THE COMMON

No buildings gand directly on the park-like common proper. Ingtead, they are scaitered dong the outsde perimeter
of The Common Road. The major focal axes on the Common are the Congregational Meeting House (MAP #2), on
the north side, and the Town Hall (MAP # 7), onthe south Sde. Also ranged around this centra place are severd
one-and-a-haf-story houses the Town Barn (60 The Common, MAP #3, Illustration #8, cl890's); and the
Phillipston Memoria School (MAP # 10). Other buildingsthat are visually an integrd part of the common are
actually located on Templeton Road. They are the one-and-a-half-story George Bowker House (10 Templeton Road,
MAP # 6, 1790-1830) and the District #1 School/Phillips Memoria Library (MAP # 4).

The mog significant of the buildings sat around Phillipston Common are the:

Congregational Meeting House. 66 The Common (MAP # 2, Photo # 1; 1786, 1837; Greek Revivadl,
"masterworkman” for 1786 building, Issec Bellows, Hubbardston, Ma.; possble designer-builder for 1837
remodeing, Daniel Thompson)

This gable-roofed, Greek Revival style church isbuilt on arectangular plan, five bays wide and six bays long. The
building rests on afoundation of random, split granite blockswith mortar joints. The basament, st half ebove grade,
is lighted by windows on three Sdes

The main facade of the building isexpressad as afive-bay,Gresk temple front with friezeand full pediment. While
the outer bay on either dde of the facade isendosed and trimmed with panded pilagters, the three central bays are
treasted as arecessed porch, distylein antis, distinguished by a pair of finereeded Doric columns. Thetwo main
entrances, located in the second and fourth bays, are reached through this central porch. Above the temple front rises
atwo-gstage rectangular belfry set on arectangular podium and capped with an octagond spire with aflag weather

(continued)
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vane on top.

Window and doorframes on the main body of the church are fluted with plain clock comers. Seeh are 12/12 in the
main body of the building and 88 in the basement. Doors are eight-pand.

Of note isthe basement-level entrance on the south end of the west Sde of the building. The prominent character and
ormamentd features of this pilaster/architrave/cornice doorframewith 56 length siddlights proclaim it as amajor
entrance. Details worthy of mention are the panded pilagters treated with acanthus omament inrelief, atripartite
architrave, smooth frieze, subdivided siddlight panes and apand trimmed with alow-relief pyramidal block a the
bese of each siddight.

Town Barn. 60 The Common (MAP # 3, lllustration # 8, cI890's, dements of Greek Revival)

Thislong, low building faces gable-end to the road. Its 9de wallsare low and itsroof ismassve, broad, and
sheltering. The entrance is a the center of the gable-front facade. Smple indesign, it hes Gresk Reviva style frieze,
cornice, and gable returns as itsonly claim to style.

District # 1 School/PhillipsMemorial Library. 25 Templeton Road (MAP # 4, Photo # 4), 1790, ca. 1840-1850,
Gresk Revivd

This rectangular, gable-roofed building isfour bayslong and three bayswide and rests on agranite foundation. The
main facadeis articulated as ablind tetrastyle Greek temple, with panded pilagters acrossthe front, afrieze, and afull
pediment. The main facadeis of match boards, while the remainder of the exterior is of clapboard. The sngle
opening on the main facadeisthe central entrance with a plank doorframe, which surrounds afour-panel door. Still
intact and inuse isa 19th century woodenflagpol emounted in the facade pediment and rising abovethe peek of the
facade gable. Window sseh are 2/2. The interior retains its schoolhouse plan with entrance vestibule and asingle
large cdlassroom. 19th century tongue and groove wainscoated wallsaso survive ontheinterior.

Town Pound. 25 Templeton Road (MAP # 27), 1806

The pound, intended for the temporary holding of dray livestock, is made of long, dry-laid dabs of split granite
which form afence about four feet high. Thisfence endoses aspacious lot immediately eedt of the District # 1
School/Library building. A narrow entrance, on the west sde of the enclosure behind the school, is marked by apair
of tall split granite posts. Although the structure currently sarvesno particular purpose, itisingood condition. The
lot endosed by this pound is larger than many that still survive in other Central Massachusetts towns.

(continued)
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George Bowker House. 10 Templeton Road, (MAP #6, Photo # 13), 1790-1830, timber frame vernacular with
Federd and Gresk Reviva details

This one-and-a-hdf-story,five-bay,center-entry, center-chimney, double-pile, gable-end dwelling has a one-story
wing on either end of the main body and along one-and-a-haf-story ell extending behind the eastern wing. Chimney
placement and changesin the foundation a the beck of the main body suggest that the main body wes originally a
single room deep. The date of this change isunclear. The eestem wing gppears to have been added after 1898,
possibly during the early years of the 20th century. The date of the other wing and ell isearlier, but yet
undocumented. 12/6 saeh in the ell suggest apossble early 19th century date.

A conversion from the Federd to the Greek Reviva style is ssen inacombination of thetwo moulding styles and a
makeshift frieze acrossthe main facade Also Gresk Revival isthe extension of the eaves on the end gables, the use
of 6/6 seeh, and the panded treatment of the door frame a the main entrance with recessed corner blocks. However,
the narrow front door opening with atwo-pane transom above are probably survivors from the earlier period.

A one-and-a-haf-gtory, gable-roofed outbuilding fronting on Barre Road hes the gppearance of asmall barn with an
atached one-gtory shed addition dong the south side. 1t may be a somewhat dtered wheelwrights's shop thet is seen
a thislocation on 19th century meapsof the property.

Town Hall. 20 The Common (MAP # 7, Photo # 3), 1891, Victorian Gothic/Italianate/Greek Reviva

The two-and-a-half-gtory, three-bay, center-entry, gable-front Town Hall isfive bays deep. Itisrectangular in plan,
messuring 55' x 35', and rests on agranite foundation. Loca sonefrom the property of S W. Baker was used for the
foundation. The building isroofed with date. Trim includes a Greek Revivad style frieze and roof cornice with gable
retums, Italianate window cgpsand eave brackets, and aVictorian Gothic style gable goron with lace-like spindle and
jigsaw ornament surrounding the date"1891". Also Victorian isthe main entry porch with turned pogts and spindle
frieze. Window sseh are 6/6 and 4/4.

Gould-Miller-Pike House. 30 The Common (MAP # 9, Photo # 14), 17607-1830, timber frame vemacular

This one-and-a-half-story,five-bay,center-entry, double-pile, gable-end house has one remaining chimney of a pair
of interior chimneys in the main body and arear ell. Theell issad to have been the original house Window and
doorframesare plain. Window sseh are 6/9. A one-and-a-hdf-story barn dands &t the rear.

(continued)
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Phillipston Memorial School. 20 The Common (MAP # 10, Photo # 22); 1948 (architect Adolph Johnson,
Worcester, Ma.), 1971 (architect, Forrest Jones Charlton, Ma.), Modem

This one-gtory, flat-roofed, school building conggs of an origina rectangular four-classroom section with basement,
on the eegtern end, and athree-classyroom addition on aconcrete dab, built in 1971 onthewes end. A two-story
rectangular tower, which was added (after 1971) a thejunction of the two sections, actsas avisual focusfor the main
facade. 1tisan important feature, Snce there isno other central focal point onthe mainfacade. The only entrance of
the front of the building is located a the far west end and has the gppearance of asecondary entrance.

Rev. Ezekid Lysander Bascom House. 70 The Common (MAP # 1, Photos # 6, 12), 17707-1800, timber frame
vernacular with Georgian (Georgian Revivd?) details

This one-and-a-half-story,five-bay ,center-entry, center-chimney, double pile, gable-end dwelling rests on agranite
foundation. At the rear isan ell with awing attached to itseast Sde that contains agarage and sheds.  Study of mgps
of 1857, 1870, and 1898 suggeststhat the househad no el until sometime between 1870 and 1898. A sariesof 20th
century photographs shows that the wing attached to the ell began as asmall barn and was gradudly increased in
length inseverd instalments during the early and mid-20th century.

Compared to other houses of its type and gpproximate period of congtruction in Phillipston, this house is unusualy
daborate initsornament. Like others of itskind, it hes dose eaves and gable returns, but, unlike them, itaso hes
quoins & the corners, moulded window frameswith haunches and voussoir/keystone caps. The doorframe of the main
entrance iscomposad of pilagters with entassand acomice. Like other details ssen here, the doorframeis strongly
projecting — suggestive of the Georgian style. Window sseh are 9/6. Further research is necessary to determine the
evolution of this building and whether the Georgian detailing is of 18th century date or whether it isaColonial

Revival addition mede in the late 19th century.

A small outbuilding to the eest of the house now sarvesas ashop. 1t was originally part of the horse shedsthat sood
behind the Congregationa meeting house and was moved here and converted to an artist's sudio a the time they
were replaced by the present Town Bam.

BALDW NVI LLE AND ATHOL ROADS

The Common areaand an adjoining section of Baldwinville Road that extends as far north as its intersection with
Athol Road form the mogt visually prominent part of Phillipston Center. If Phillipston had continued to grow during
the mid and late 19th century, this areawould likely have become equally as important as the Common. Baldwinville
Road would then have become the town's equivalent of "Main Street.” In this areaare located severd of thetown's
larger and more high style 19th century dwellings, severd amaler 18th or early 19th century dwellings, an early 19th
century former store, and the town's 1803 Center Cemetery. The most significant properties in this section are the:

(continued)
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Dr. James Stone, Jr. House. 10 Baldwinville Road (MAP # 17, Photos #16,17) 18117-1840s Federd/Greek
Reviva

Thistwo-and-a-hdf-story,five-bay,center-entry, single-pile, gable-end house has apair of interior chimneys
positioned & the rear of the main body of the house. A one-and-a-hdf-gory ell with atached shed extends behind the
south end.

The dim proportions, low roof pitch, thefive-bay,gable-end form of this house and details such as moulded window
frames and the transomed dde entrance are characterigtic of the Federd period. Applied to the Federd style body are
Greek Reviva features. The includeafull pediment on the gable ends; a broad, weighty, and very fine Greek Reviva
style pilaster/architrave/cornice door frame (with fluted pilaster, a fillet in the architrave, adentil range in the cornice,
and VA length sidelights); and 6/6 window sagh. It is possble that this housewas built during the early yearsof the
19th century and updated with Greek Revival features during the 1830s or 1840s

Andrew S Chubb House. 20 Baldwinville Road (MAP # 18, Photo # 15) ca 1800-18307, Federd vemeacular

This one-and-a-hdf-story,five-bay,center-entry, center-chimney, knee-wall, gable-end houseretson a granite dab
foundation. A small "Beverly Jog" addition extends from the south end, to provide a secondary entrance. Trim is
plain for windows and doors. The only ornament is Federd style eave moulding and gable returns. Window sseh are
mostly 6/6, with some 1/1. 20th century changes that have dtered the original gppearance of the house include
dormers extending acrassthe front and rear (early 20th century), enlarged windows on the ends, and the application of
synthetic siding. Despite these dterations, the house retains some of its historic flavor.

Center Cemetery. Baldwinville Road a Athol Road (Map # 16, Photo # 7), edablished 1803

Thiswell maintained cemetery isendosed by an uncoursed, dry laid, random, split-granite and fieldstone retaining
wall and hestall split-granite pogs and low wrought iron gates a the entrance (see photo #25). The perimeter neer
the roads is planted with large mepletrees.

Here are buried many of Phillipston's early settlers, including Charles Baker, Ithamar Ward, James Carruth, Pierson
Richardson, and others. The largest number of graves date from the early and mid 19th century. The earliest
gravestone isdated 1803 and the most recent 1986. Stonesae mostly of date and marble. A few 20th century
markers are of granite. The earlier gravestones are of date and have semicircular tops. They are carved with the
willow and/or urn motifs characteristic of the Federd period. Stonesfrom about 1830 and later are mostly of marble
and are of ample rectangular form with little or no ornamentd carving.

Although the major number of donesin the cemetery are tablets, there are afew obdisgues and monumenta stones.
There isone table marker: that of Ignatius Goulding (d.I814) and hiswife, Elizabeth (d.1817). Thetabletop isof date

(continued)
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and rests on granite beases that support it & ether end. Thetable tablet iscarved with awillow and um motif, vital
datidics, and averse. Also samn in the cametery is Phillipston's Civil War monument, which stands neer the entrance
and isvisible from Baldwinville Road. Apparently dating from the 1870s, itisof granite, polished and unpolished,
and takesthe form of atruncated obdisque supporting ahip-roof dement with aball on top.

Isaac and C. C. Bassatt House and Store. 10 Athol Road (MAP # 20, Phato # 8),
ca 1800-1830, Federd/Greek Reviva

Resting on a granite foundation, thistwo-and-a-haf-gory,five-bay,center-entry, single-pile house has apair of
interior chimneys a the rear of its main body. Attached behind the eest end isalong ell, the result of two or more
additions, gpparently meade during the early 19th century for the purpose of housing agore there. Other additions, of
presently unknown date, have been made to the westem section of therear of the house

Thefive-bay,center-entry, gable-end form of the main body of the housewith itsdose eavesand Federd style eave
moulding suggest a Federd period date of congtruction. Also Federd instyle are the two tall entranceswith five-light
transoms dong the Baldwinville Road dde of theell. Characteridtic are the door caps composad of alow-relief
architrave and adim cornice above amore degply moulded doorframe (see Flate 11, Asher Benjamin, The Country
Builder's Assgtant, 1797). Also typical are the four-pand, raised-pand doorswith cast and wrought iron door
latches.

Thefine Greek Reviva style main entrance ssams to have been added a alater date, possibly in the 1840s It is
composed of apair of reeded-pand pilasters supporting an architrave with fillet, and topped with acomice. At either
dde of the four-pane door are readed giles and Vi length siddights.

Charles H. Baker House. 45 Baldwinville Road, MAP #21, Photos # 18,19, 1790 (or earlier)-! 8307, Federd

This Federd styletwo-and-a-half-story,five-bay,center-entry, single-pile, gable-end houserets on agranite
foundation and hes a pair of interior chimneys a the back wall of the original section of its main body. This house
may have been added infront of an earlier one-gory, center-chimney, south-facing. Cgpe Cod type dwelling that is
the present reer ell. The single-pile plan, dose eaves low roof line, and fine, low-relief door frame with VA sidelights
ae dl Federd style characterigtics.

Baker-Whitney House. 55 Baldwinville Road, Map # 22, Photos # 9,21, 1790-1830, Federd
Thistwo-and-a-half-story,five-bay,center-entry, single-pile, gable-end house rests on agranite foundation and has a
pair of interior chimneys a the back wall of its main body. Extending from the north sde isakitchen wing with
atached English bam. Of note are Federd details including afine door frame a the main entrance
(pilaster/architrave/comice form with 2/3 length sddights and ablind fanlight); a moulded-frame door framein the

(continued)
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wing that endases atransom light; moulded window frames, eave moulding with gable retums; and 12/12 window
sh.

65 Baldwinville Road. MAP # 23, 1800-1830, Federd vemecular

This one-and-a-hdf-story,five-bay,center-entry, center-chimney, knee-wall house rests on agranite foundation. It is
presently somewhat disguised by the gable-front enclased front porch that extends acrossthe centrd three bays. Y et,
the house still retains itsdistinctive dim Federd period form and Federd details, such as cdose eaves Federd eave
moulding, and gable returns. Window and door trim isplain. Sseh are 2/2.

75 Baldwinville Road. MAP #24, 18th century-18307, timber frame vemacular

Although much atered, this house gopears to have been built as a one-and-a-hdf-gtory,five-bay,center-entry, center-
chimney house. This section is now the wing of an dso much dtered mid-19th century housewith itsgeble to the
dreet. Thelikely 18th century date of congtruction of the wing issuggested by its ground-hugging gppearance, broad
roof, central chimney, andfive-bayfront. Windows gopear to have been enlarged. If any center entry existed, it hes
been removed. The eavesare broad in the mid-19th century style and the window seeh are 6/6.

PETERSHAM ROAD

Barnum-White-Farr House. 30 Palasham Road (MAP # 12, Photo # 10) ca1800-1844. Federd
Thistwo-story,five-bay,center-entry, hip-roofed, foursquare house rets on a granite foundation and has a plank
frame. 1t haes paired interior chimneys and aone-gory rear el with atached shed and barn. Federd features are the
low hip roof, paired chimneys, moulded window frames. Federd eave comice, pilaster/architrave/comice door frame
with 2/3 length siddlights and anarrow, blind fan above the door opening, 6-pand door, and 12/12 sseh. The largest
house inthe Phillipston Center Historic Didtrict, it isaso notable for its extensve attached outbuildings (sheds and
bam) a the resr.

LINCOLN ROAD

Gardner Maynard House. 10 Lincoln Road (MAP #11, Photos #11,20), ca.l800. Federd

Thetwo-and-a-haf-gtory,five-bay,center-entry, center-chimney, double-pile, gable-end house rests on agranite
foundation and has aone-dory rear ell and atached English barn. Federd style features include close eaves gable

(continued)



United States Degpartment of the Interior

Nationdl Pak Sarvice

Nationd Regiger of Higoric Places
Continuation Sheet FLgon et HD

Phillipston (Worcester Co.), Mass
Section number | Page—Li—

returns, moulded window frames, and afine doorframe a the main entrance. The doorframeis composed of pilasters
with entadis, impost clockstreated as an architrave with fillet, and agabled comice with retums which includesa
transom above the door. The initials of heorigina owner, Gardner Maynard, are carved inlow relief on theimpost
clocks of the doorframe.

Outbuildings include severd small shedsand what gppeers to be aguest house eedt of the main house. The one-and-
a-haf-gory, gable-end guest houseisunusud in the arrangement of itsfive-bayfacade. A door occupies the outer
bay on either end, while windows occupy the three center bays. An exterior brick chimney risesto the left of the
center window. At the rear isaone-gory, shed-roofed addition. Window and door frames are plain and window saeh
ae 4/4. Standing on a stone-rubble foundation, this smal building, with its overhanging eavesand gable friezes
(somewhat in the Greek Reviva style), may date from the late 19th century or earlier. 1t may have been converted
from an existing structure during the early part of the 20th century. A building in this gpproximate locationisshown
on the 1898 magp of Phillipston as an outbuilding, apparently abam or shed. 1t ispossble that thisbuilding might
even bethe small, earlier Gardner Maynard house (18th century) (first converted as an outbuilding and later
remodded as aguest house?). Further physical investigation and documentary research will be necessary to miake
such a determination.

TEMPLETON ROAD

SR. Sanderson House/Congregational Parsonage. 35 Templeton Road (MAP # 5, Photo # 5),
ca 1840s-1850s, Gresk Revival

This one-and-a-haf-gtory, three-bay, sdehall-entry, gable-front house hes a one-and-a-haf-story wing on the west
dde. To the rear of thewing isatached a small workroom and asmal gable-front barn. Regting on agranite
foundation, the house has adateroof. Of note isthe high quality and subgtantia character of the Greek Reviva syle
ornamenta features ssen here. On both the main body and the ell are panded comer pilagters, awidefrieze a the
eaves, afriezein the gables, and gable returns. The recessed main entrance is surrounded by a
pilaster/architrave/cornice door frame with panded pilasters. Of Gothic Reviva influence isthe drop moulding motif
usad as cgpsfor the window frames and for the door frame of the secondary entrance in the wing. Window sseh are
6/6. The only addition to thiswell-preserved dwelling isaplain, shed-roofed, early-20th century porch extending
acrossthe main facade of thewing.

GRANITE: A SIGNIFICANT BUILDING AND LANDSCAPE ELEMENT

A significant dement of the landscgpewithin the digtrict isthe extendve use of granite, not only for the foundations
of buildings but aso for retaining walls, fences, deps and posts Some isin the form offieldstone,as in sone fences
and retainingwalls. Some is split, as in the Town Pound enclosure, the foundation of the Congregational Meeting
House, the fence around the Center Cemetery, and in the surviving foundations of former bams a-10 The Common.
Other is carefully dressed, as in Sgpsa main entrancesof two of the larger, more high style, houses the Dr James
Stone House and the Bamum-White-Farr House,

(continued)
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Of particular interest are the dressaed granite thresholds of three large housssin the area (the Dr. James Stone House.
Photo # 17; the Baker-Whitney House and the Bamum-White-Farr House). They extend the full width of the door
frame and are carved to form the beses of the pilagters of the wood door frame above

TREES

A magjor characterigtic of Phillipston Center isitstree-lined roads. Many of the treesare large, old maples, which lend
an air of antiquity tothe area. In many placesit isdear that arow of treeshas been planted infront of an individual
property. Yet, ingenerd, the line of treesisnot continuous. 1n some placesthere are open aresswhere there ae no
trees or only atree here and there. For example, dthough the Common itself is planted with treesat its perimeter,
there are fewer treesin front of the buildingsthat encirclethe Common. In other places, such as Patersham Road,
individually-planted, large trees are interspersed with newer treesthat have come up soontaneoudy to meke amore
continuous line of trees.

Archaeological Description

While no prehigtoric dtes are currently recorded in the district or in the generd area(within one mile), itis possble
that Stesare present. Ste distributions are low in many upland aressof Central Massachusetts, probably the result of
underreporting from limited collector activity and the lack of development. Actual Ste dendties in the region are dso
low when compared to coastd locdes and lakesdelriverine locations. Environmental characteristics of the district do
not generdly represent locationa criteria(dope, soil drainage, digance to wetlands) that are favorablefor mog types
of prehistoric dtes. Well drained, level to moderatdy doping landforms are present throughout much of the district.
However, mogt of the district iswell over 1000 feet from the nearest wetlands. Only the eestem and westem sSdes of
the district lie about 1000 feet from wetlands. The Phillipston Center Historic District occupies ahilltop location
batween the Millers River drainage to the north and the Chicopee River drainage to the south. Dunn Brook drains
northerly west of the district and Chickering Brook drains northerly to the eest. Both brooks drain northerly to Beaver
Brook and the Miller's River. The lack of wetlands or their location over 1000 feet from a particular location can
often result inalower senditivity ratingfor that area. Given the above information, the generd lack of recent historic
devdopment and the availability of open goe0e amoderate potential exists for locating prehistoric resourcesin the
proposed district.

There isahigh potentia for locating historic archaeologica resourcesin the Phillipston Center Historic District.
Documentary dudies together with archaeologica survey and testing can be used to identify the locations of structurd
remains and occupational related features (trash pits, privies, wells) assodated with many of theresidential,
commercid, ingtitutional and religiousbuildingslost snce the settlement of the district locdein the late 18th century.
Clugtered settlement a the town center did not occur until construction had begun on the Wes Templeton Meeting
House (Phillipston Center) in 1784 and following the incorporation of the town inl 786 (Gerry later Phillipston). Most
early settlement prior to these dateswas in the southern part of town, represented by afew scattered farmgteads. No
settlement prior to the 1780's hes been identified in the Phillipston Center District, however, construction dates for
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many of the town's buildings, including those around the Common are unclear. Documentary sudiestogether with
archaeologica testing can help locate structural remains and related features from buildings no longer extant as well
& similar remains from outbuildings and features associated with existing structures. Potentid historic
archaeologica dtesinthe Phillipston Center District are located around the Town Common on the Common Road
and aong the roadsthat radiate out from the common. The integrity of many of the district's dtesislikely high snce
the district is still gparsdly settled and little disturbed by 20th century development.  Structural remains may survive
from the Congregational Meeting House originally constructed a the First Meeting House Site located one-quarter
mile eedt of the exact center of town on the north dde of the Templeton-Athol County Road. 1n 1837, a parish
mesting voted to move the meeting houseto a goot northeest of where it then good. Archaeological evidence of the
original meeting house foundation may survive as well a structural remains from related horse shedsand privies.
Structurd evidence may aso survive from the 1833 Universalist Meeting House, originally located on the ste of the
modem house a 15 Baldwinville Road immediately south of the cemetery. The Universalist Meeting House was
dismantled sometime between 1857-1870 and the property remained avacant lot until recently. Archaeological
evidence from gores should aso survive in the proposad district dthough neither the date nor the location of the first
gdore in Phillipston is known. Structura evidence from one and possibly two soresmay survive in thedistrict.
Archaeologica evidence from a sore and potash works operated in 1798 by Elijah Gould may survive near his house
a 30 The Common. Archaeological evidence might also survive from the Frances C. Champney sore located west of
the Town Hall in 1828. That sorewas destroyed by fire in 1936. It is unknown whether the Champney dore and the
Gould Store are the same building. Structura evidence may aso survive from the Elijah Gould Tavem built soon
after 1800 a& 10 The Common and desroyed by firein 1957. Evidence of resdential homes may aso survive inthe
district. Structural remains may survive from the Goulding House, possibly built shortly after 1790 facing the
common immediately eest of 10 Templeton Road. Archaeologicd evidence from bamsand an animal pen may d<o
be indicated by free sanding granite foundations next to a late 20th century housea 10 The Common.
Archaeological evidence from industrial and manufacturing activities may d<o be present inthe district area
Blacksmith and whedwright shops are reported inthe Town Center area by the early 19th century, however, their
locations are unknown. By the mid-19th century, a blacksmith shop isreported on Baldwinville Road and a
wheelwright shop on Templeton Road. Cottage industries were also important to families as ameans of generating
extra income in addition to farming. The manufacture of pam leaf hats became popular inthe late 1820's and early
1830's. Chairmaking, the braiding of graw and the manufacture of boots and shoes a0 became popular cottage
industries. Archaeologica evidence of cottage industries may be present inthe structural remains from residential
homes, outbuildings and the contents from occupationa rdated features (trash pits, privies, wells). Unmarked graves
may be presant & the Center Cemetery located on Baldwinville Road and smdler unidentified family cemeteries in
the district. Structural remains may aso survive from aheaerse house originally located & the northern end of the
cemeley, probably inthe vicinity of the housenow a 30 Baldwinville Road. Occupationd related feetures (trash
pits, privies, wells), briefly mentioned above, should survive with existing Sructures and those-no longer extant.

(end)
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Phillipston Center Historic District isawell presarved example of the settlement pattems, gpatia relationships,
and architecturd types and styles characteridtic of a 19th century rural New England village. The arested growth of
the town after the mid-19th century has preserved here evidence of the early development of the center village asa
clustered settlement.

The district possessesintegrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. It mests
Criteria A and Cfor listing on the National Regigter. Under Criterion A itissignificant for its associations with the
early history, growth, and development of thetown. Under Criterion C itis significant for itswell presarved
architecture and cultural artifactsthat are representative of its period of significance, from the mid 18th century
through the tum of the 20th century.

HISTORY AND DEVELOPMENT OF PHILLIPSTON

Establishment of the Town

Phillipston was one of many new Massechusetts townsthat were cregted from parts of existing towns during the late
18th century. Formed from parts of Templeton and Athol, it was incorporated as the town of Gerry in 1786. Because
the meeting house in Templeton was located a good distance eedt of the geographical center of the town, those who
lived in the western portion, now Phillipston, hed to travel along distance to attend Sunday religious meetings. This
inconvenience encouraged the inhabitants of the westem portion of the town to agitate for a sgparatejurisdiction. By
1774 the population of the western part of Templeton hed grown large enough to be mede a sgparae precinct.
Incorporated in the same precinct was dso asection of Athol to the north. 1t was this so-caled Wes Templeton
Precinct that severd years later became the town of Gerry.

The name of the town was changed from Gerry to Phillipston in 1814. Partswere annexed to Athol in 1806 and to
Templeton in 1892.

Early Settlement of Phillipston

Theterritory that is now Phillipston was originally part of the "Narragansett No. 6" grant of 1730 and the "Payquage’
grant of 1732. These grants were made by the Massachusdits Generd Court to soldierswho hed served in the wars
agang the Narragansett Indiansand in King Philip'sWar.

Settlement of the areaincluded in these grants was ddayed for many years by intratribal and intracolonia conflicts. It
was not until 1751 that Charles Baker became the first settler in what is now Phillipston. He claimed land and settled
in the southern part of town. Other early settlers were Abner and Abraham Sawyer and James Carruth.

The Development of Phillipston Center Compared to Other Early Settled Clusters in Towjn
Three mgjor aress of clustered devdopment in Phillipston grew up during the late 18th and early 19th centuries. Two
ae mill dtesand the third isthe center village. The remainder of thetown was more parsdly settled — dotted with
scattered farms.

(continued)
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South and East Phillipston

The earliest settlement of Phillipston occurred mostly in the southem section of town, in the vicinity of the road from
Templeton to Petersham (now Massachusetts Route 101). It wes in this areathat the town's first settler, Charles
Baker, sitled in 1751, later ds0 opening atavern there. Magnets for settlement in this part of town were mill dtes
aong the Burnshirt River. In 1754 Thomas Sawyer began operating Templeton's first grist mill there, off of the
presant Route 101, near the present Templeton line. By 1786, when the town of Gerry was incorporated, a least two
mills were operating in the ssamearea. Another industrial site was developed north of this early Ste dong the same
waterway during the early 19th century. Thissscond areabecameknown as Goulding's Village after the
egtablishment of a textile mill there in 1811 by Ignatius Goulding and Samud Damon. The settled cluster that grew
about these severd  Sites became known as Eadt Phillipston by the mid  19th century.

Powers Mills

Some early settlement aso seams to have occurred around another 18th century mill Site, northeest of Phillipston
Center. Thisareadso grew into an indudtrid village during the early 19th century. Beginning as the site of an
original 18th century sawmill, this areagrew up in the 19th century around shingle and chair factoriesand cameto be
known as Powers Mills.

Phillipston Center

While waterpower dtes contributed to the early settlement of the above-mentioned parts of Phillipston, it was the
incorporation of the town itself that spurred the growth of the areathat was to become the town center.  Although a
few scatered farms may have been established a an early date in this areg, the clustered development a the town
center did not occur until after construction was begun on the meeting housefor the West Templeton Precinct in 1784
and following the establishment of the town in 1786.

Siting of the Meeting House

The dte for the location of the meeting house in a newly established Massachusettstown was typically determined by
the centrality of its location. Only ashort time after Templeton's West Precinct wes cregted in 1774, the exact center
of the jurisdiction was located. Yet, the sdection of a dte for ameeting housewas ddayed for ten years. The
vicisstudes of the Revolutionary War may have bean part of the causeof dday, but another part of the problem ssams
to have been indecision over where to place the new meeting house Precinct records report years of on-going
discussion regarding the "spot” for the meating house. In the meantime, early religious meetings were held

adtemately inthe homesof Charles Baker, who lived in the southem section of town, and of Berzeliel Maynard, who
lived in the central section.

Finally, on May 24, 1784, the site known &s the "College Spof' was approved by precinct vote as the location of the
meeting house One hundred pounds for congtruction of the building were A0 gpproved a the same meeting.

Land for the meeting house was deaded to the precinct by Dr. John Williams of Barre, Massachusetts, who, only

deven daysearlier, had bought Lot 63, which included the dte. This dte, onthe north Sde of the Templeton-Athol

County Road was about a quarter of a mile eedt of the exact center of thetown. |f a map drawn by the late Phillipston

historian, Loring Chandler, is correct, pieces of land for the meeting house lot and common were acquired, apparently

a different dates from severd persons. These parcds include land on which the meeting house, the minister's house
(continued)
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(the Rev. Basoom House), and school were built from Dr. Williams; land for the western edge of the common from
Gardner Maynard; another piece of land (for the southern portion of the common?) from aMr. Wheder; and land for
gables behind the meeting house from aMr. Green.

Construction of the Original Meeting House

Once the decision had bean made on where to Ste the meeting house, congtruction began with lightening gpeed. On
May 28th, four days after the precinct vote,a reddent of the town, Nahum Jones recorded in his diary that timber was
being brought to the ste and that framing hed begun. In that same diary entry he named Isaec Bellows of nearby
Hubbardston as the "masterworkman™ for the project. The raising of the frame took place less than amonth later, on
June 23. Joneswrote: "Thisday the frame of the Meeting House was executed — began about 8 o'clock in the
morning & finished about sunset.”

In July, Jones reported how the progress of the meeting house hed affected the community:
"A few daysafter setting up the Meeting House frame, a parish meeting was held a the frame to s whether it bethe
mind of the precinct to be incorporated into atown. They voted to be incorporated into atown.”

After the first rush of enthusasm, things went much more slowly, however. Over two years later, on October 6, 1786,
the meeting house was gpparently far from ready for use At aprecinct meeting on that date, it was voted to finish the
outside of the meeting house and to lay the floor. Presant reseerch does not show the date of actua completion of the
building.

The Establishment of Phillipston Center and New Roads

With the gart of the meeting house and the establishment of the West Precinct as a separatetown in 1786, new roads
began to be opened up to servethe new center. When the West Templeton Precinct was edablished in 1774, only one
major road ran through the areathat was to become Phillipston Center. 1t was the Templeton-Athol County Road
(following the course of the present Templeton, Petersham, and Lincoln roads) An east-west road, it was first
openad in 1751. Becausethe westemn section of Templeton was still sparsdy settled in 1774, the earliest magjor roads
in the Wes Templeton Precinct were largely east-wed routes, such asthis, leading from locations in the mother town
of Templeton to adjoining towns. But with the incorporation of the new town, north-south routes were o
edablished here. Barre Road (south), Baldwinville Road, (north) and the southern arm of Petersham Road were
openad during this period. Subsequently, the opening of Athol and Royason roadsdso extended travel from
Phillipston center northwest and north of Baldwinville Road.

The Growth of the Center Village

The location of the meeting house near the exact geographica center of the precinct not only fixed this areaas the
physical center of the community, but aso as its spiritua and political center, as well. The presence of the meeting
house encouraged the gradud location of a cluster of other town ingtitutions, residences, and afew busnessesin the
aea

(continued)
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During the first three quarters of the 18th century in New England, the location of ameeting house a a particular site
did not insure the immediate clustering of houses, schools, or busnessesaround it or initsvicinity. During that
period, even well esablished towns were meade up of scattered farmdaieads with relatively little clustered  settlement.

In Phillipston, during its early years as atown, settlement around the meeting house probably occurred only gradually.
Professionals, likethe first minister. Rev. Ebenezer Tucker (sarved 1788-1798), and the first physician, Dr. Jeson
Ayres (sarved ca 1790-ca 1820), did not live near the meeting house as their later counterparts would. Both lived on
farms some disance away.

It isundear when the houses that now stand about the common were first built. Present reseaerch hes not documented
satisfactorily the dates of construction of these severd Cape Cod type, one-and-a-haf-gory houses Their small 9ze
and their short corner pogts suggest that they may date earlier than 1790. Dates ascribed to two of them predate the
exigence of the town (1760 and 1770). Although it ispossble, it ssamsunlikely that they would have sood 0 neer
one ancther & such an early date. Further research is necessary to document their dates and ssquence of construction.

Aswas true in other New England communities, clustered growth around the meeting house in Phillipston incressed
after 1790. Another Cgpe Cod type house, the Goulding House (no longer sanding on anow vacant lot, MAP # 28)
s=ams to have been built during this period facing the Common, immediately eest of 10 Templeton Road. A center
schoal building, the District # 1 School House/Phillips Memoria Library. 25 Templeton Road, was built on town-
owned land near the meeting house in 1790. Commercid activities soon began neerby. A dore and potash works
were operating as early as 1798, and perhgps earlier, on the grounds of the home of Elijah Gould, the Gould-Miller-
Pike House a 30 The Common. Neither still survives. Soon after 1800, Gould built atavem (lllustration # 7),
degtroyed by fire in 1957, which good & 10 The Common (MAP # 14). In 1803, the Town Pound. 25 The Common
wes built on town-owned land behind the school. In 1821, the town's first pogt office opened inagore building
(degtroyed by fire in 1936, s Illustrations #4, 5,6), which good on a ste in what is now the front yard of a modern
resdence & 40 The Common (MAP # 8).

The ingtitutional-commercial center that was forming around the common soon began to extend northward dong
Baldwinville Road. In 1803, the town's Center Cametery was inaugurated a the southwest corner of Baldwinville
and Athol roads. By the 1830'sor earlier, avery successful generd dorewas operating a 10 Athol Road (MAP # 20,
Photo # 8), the |. and C. Basett House and Store. A Universalist meeting house (no longer standing) was built in
1833 on the dte of apresent modern houseat 15 Baldwinville Road (MAP # 15), immediately south of the cemetery.
It was removed between 1857 and 1870, leaving avacant lot inits place until recently.

By the mid 1830's, Baldwinville Road may have ssamed destined to becomethe town's "Main Street.” Asif
purposeful town planning were a work, the town's two major commercid establishments formed the northem and
southern axes of this road, aong which a0 sood a church, the town burying ground, and probably severa houses.

Population Decline in Phillipston, 1840-1920
It must have seemed to the citizens of Phillipston in the 1830s that their town would continue to grow and prosper.
Over itsearly history, its population had grown congtantly but never overwhelmingly. During that time the town
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center had gradualy been built up with institutional buildings, housssand busnesses. The population had climbed
from 740 in 1790 to 932 by 1830. But, as it happened, Phillipston was not destined to grow the way s many other
Massachusattstowns did during the mid and late 19th century. Although some budnessand industry was successfiil in
Phillipston during the early and mid 19th century, the town's major economic bese was adways agriculture. This
continued to be s0, even into the 20th century.

During a period of phenomend population growth in New England's industrial cities and towns, Phillipston, with a
chiefly agricultural economy, did not grow. Conversdly, the 1840 cenausrecorded adecline to 916. From that time
on, a Seady decline in population st inthat was not to be reversed until ahundred yearslater. A low of 354 was
reeched in 1920. Then, only very gradualy, would it begin to rise again. Phillipstondid not exceed its 1830 peek
population until 150 yearslater, in 1980, with atotal of 953 inhabitants.

Late 20th Century

Today the town's 19th century "rural village" character isthrestened by arate of growth unknown inthe padt. The
town's population is growing faster than it ever hes before inits history. The 1990 population wes 1,485. The
projected population for the year 2000 is 1,789. For 2010 it is2,065. Gradualy, formerly vacant lots are being filled
with houses Parcds of land that have remained undeveloped for 200 years are now ripe for development. Thisis
true, not only of former agricultural land in outlying areesbut a0 of lots in the heart of the center village.

THE ROLE OF PHILLIPSTON CENTERIN THELIFE OF THE COMMUNITY

Public Spaces

Town Common

The Phillipston Common was important during the town's early history as atraining field for the town militia. Until
about the mid 19th century, Massachusattstown militias held regular training musters, typically on the local town
common. Phillipston's militia is sad to have been one of the largest and bedt trained inthe date. Muders of the
militia were held here regularly throughout the late 18th and early 1%th centuries.

Musters not only kept the local militia in military readiness, but they aso provided afestive occason for the
townspeople. Ethan Allen Greenwood, a portrait painter, who cameto Phillipston to paint the likenessesof Rev. E. L.
Bascom and his family in 1807, described in his memorandum his arrival in town on October 8th: "When | arrived
common was covered with people a dinner for it was amuger day with them; spent PM as spectator among them.”

New England commons during the 18th and early 19th centuries were mogt often not the ornamenta  feeture that they
are conddered to betoday. Some were rutted and grasdess|ots. Y et, some towns during that period did carry out
improvements to their commons. I1n Phillipston that was the casa The diary of Nahum Jones of Phillipston records
his own participation in acommunity effort to improve the common over aperiod of severd daysin September of
1803

(continued)



United States Department of the Interior
Nationd Pai« Savice

National Regder o Hidoric Places
Continuation Sheet

Phillipston Center HD
Phillipston (Worcester Co.), Mass

Sctionnumber A Peoge —t—

This day the inhabitants of thistown turn out to level the meeting house common, by digging
and blowing the rocks, leveling the ground etc....Work on the common. A heavy & laborious
job... .This day finish working on the common. It iscomputed that 400 dols. Or upwards will
be the expense of the present common jobb (sic). However the common looks much the
better for it.

Although reesonsfor thisimprovement effort, other than beeuty, are not mentioned, itislikely that the leveling of the
ground and removal of goneswas done in part to make the common more suitable for military training days.

Improvements to the common were made again toward the end of the 19th century, apparently about 1892, by the
Village Improvement Society. Itislikely that the construction of the new Town Hall in 1891 inspired this effort of
civic pride. The group was led by Robert D. Perry, who owned the Rev. Bascom House a 70 The Common. Tum of
the century photographs show the common after improvements, with awhite-painted rail fence around its perimeter, a
flagpole a the eestern end, and newly planted trees (l1lustrations # 1,34,5).

The common was probably ussd for community gatherings of a variety of sortsthroughout the history of the town.
The cdébration of the one-hundredth anniversary of the founding of the town in 1886 was held on the common.
Photographs of the event show crowds of people, horses, and vehicles on the common. (lllustration #2) Similar use
of the common is shown in photographs of the town's 200th anniversary in 1986.

Center Cemetery

Center Cametery (1803), Baldwinville Road, isboth the earliest and largest of the two town-owned cemeteries. It
contains 170 lots. The later, town-owned Valley Camaery (1853) is not located in the town center.

Seven burying places in Phillipston were identified in William G. Lord's 1936 Historical Address. Hislisting
includes severd private burying grounds as well asthetwo town-owned cemeteries. According to Lord, the oldest
cemaery inPhillipston is probably the so-cdled South Yard in the southern section of town (not in the historic
district), which contains about 100 graves. Itsearliest identified buria is 1777. The other graveyards he mentions
aopeer to be family lots, with the possble exception of a neglected burying ground of about 40 graves on the west
dope of Baldwin Hill, where only afew goneswere remainingin 1936. Itsoldest remaining Sonewes dated 1776.

At the time of the purchaseof the land for Center Cemetery, the town aso acquired aburying cloth and ahearse. It
a0 owned abier for short-digance transfer of the dead. A hearsehouse & the north end of the cemetery is shown on
the 1870 map of Phillipston. The 1898 mgp shows alot & 30 Baldwinville Road (MAP # 19) belonging to the town,
which ssams to have bean the location of the hearse house a that time. The present house a that dte issaid to
incorporate the old hearse house. By 1936, because modem undertakers gpparently dready supplied a heersewith
their services, the town heersewes inlittle use The date & which it no longer maintained ahearse or bier is not
known.

(continued)
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RELIGION

Meeting House and Church Before 1837

The Phillipston Meeting House was the veritable heart of the life of thetown for more than

acentury. The Meeting House was the center of both the tempora and religiouslife of the community. From the
time of the completion of the origina meeting house on the Common in the 1780suntil 1837, when it was remodded,
the same goace that housad religious meetings was a0 ussd for town meetings and town budness. In 1837, a separate
goece for the town was provided in the lower leve of the building. That goece sarved the town for town mestings and
town business until the present Town Hall wes built in 1891.

From the earliest days of the colony until 1833, Congregationd societies and the governments of Massachusattstowns
were permitted to be one and the same To the Puritan fathers of Massachusatts religious freedom had meant freedom
to practice Congregationdism rather than Anglicanism. Town government and the local Congregational Society
functioned as one. All membersof the community were expected to participate in and to support both. Taxes
collected by each town were usad for the support of its Congregationd Society and minister, as well as for other town
expenses. The land on which meeting houses good bdonged to the town. Town taxes heped pay for the congtruction
and maintenance of meeting houses

In 1833, following much objection by membersof other (non-Congregationd) religious groups, the separation of
church and gate was decreed. Even after the legd division between church and gatewes in effect, town meetings and
church meetings in Massachusattstowns still often continued to be held in meeting housesfor lack of another
appropriate meeting place. 1n some towns hard fedingswere cregted by the sugtained use of the same space by both
the town and the church. This doesnot ssam to have been the casein Phillipston, however, even though a separate
town hall was not immediately provided. Nonetheless, Phillipston, like towns al over the commonwedth during the
1830sand 1840s did take action to provide sgparate meeting places for town busnessand church sarvices. In
Phillipston it was decided to make goace for town mestings within aremodded meeting house. Thiswas one solution
chaosen by many other Massachusattstowns, dthough others decided to build entirely new buildingsto separatethe
two entities. 1n some, new town hallswere built - leaving the old meeting house to the church. I1n others, new
churches were built.

The Original Meeting House

No illustrations exist of the meeting house s it gopeared before it underwent major dterations in 1837. Fortunatdly,
parish records supply information that allows us to have agenerd idea of itsform and Sze. Ataparish meeting held
March 26, 1784, it was voted to build ameeting house, not to excesd 55' x 40", with a covered porch a each end.
1837 descriptions of changesto be made to the building indicate that, as was typical of 18th century New England
meseting houses, the original main entrance was on the long sde, facing the road. The pulpit was on the opposite wall.
Old style box pews occupied the main floor. Although no descriptions exist of the galleries, it may be assumed that
they were similar to those found in other meeting housesof the period. They probably extended around three sdes of
the house and had smple benchesindeed of pews.

(continued)
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The form of the original church, with its entrance on the long sde and an endosed porch on either end, was apopular
form usad widely from the mid 1770s through about 1805 in central Massachusetts and southem New Hampshire,
The "porches’ served as secondary entrances and as Sair towers to the upper galleries.

The Remodeled Meeting House, 1837

According to the minutes of a parish meeting held February 20, 1837, Phillipston's Congregational Society decided to
meke gpacefor town meetings in aremodded meeting house after consderable study. The decision was made
following visits by abuilding committee to view meeting houses that had bean similarly converted in the towns of
Paxton and Shrewsbury. The committee hed dso visited Holden and Worcester, where separatetown halls had been
built. Inaddition to approvingof the buildings in Paxton and Shrewsbury, the committee had learned that these two
congregations felt that it was not necessary to build a separatetown hall because

...by building avestry in this manner and by giving the use of it to the
town for town busnessthus far it hes tended very much to soften the

feelings and harmonize the minds of those [citizens of the town} who
were not members of the Parish.

The minutes d o report:

The main reason for coming to this concluson istheat we are al aware
that if we do not take this [course] atown [housg] mugt be built and
when built will cog the resdents belonging to the Parish much more
than thiswill, furthermore think it will be more satisfactory to the
[personsg] who do not belong to the Parish.

The nead to sgparate the meeting places of the town and the church weas not the only factor that caled for the
remodeling of the meeting house. During the 1830s the town was a prasperous rura community. "Thetown's mills
and goreswere flourishing. During thistime, townsal over New England were abandoning their old-style, boxy
rneeting housesfor buildingsthat looked like churches.  In Phillipston, prosperity, changesin taste, and the nesd for
sparate meeting placesal medethe remodeling of the meeting house apriority.

With its main entrance on the long dde (aform that had been preferred by Congregationa societies in New England
dnce the 17th century), the existing meeting house mus have ssamed very out of date (even though it was not quite
fifty yearsold). The gable-front-with-facade-belltower form, introduced to New England by Anglican churches, hed
become the gandard form for congregationa meeting houses by the 1820s

A building committee report accepted a a parish meeting on January 30, 1837, recommended that to modernize the
meeting house according to the new sandardsof tade:

the Parish move the meeting house on a goot somewha northeegterly from where it now -
dandskeeping it a& aproper digance from the hed & placing one end towards the south,

(continued)
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that they add 12 to 15 feet (as the building committee may deem expedient) to the south
end for an entryway and other purposesthat may be expedient and d<o that they build a
belfry over the new part a the south end of such form and style as may be thought by the
building committee to be suitable for the house, that the gdleries and al the indde of the
house be taken out and the lower floor be filled with dipsin the modern style, that a desk
be built a the north end, that the seetsfor the sngers be over the entry way a the south
end & that narrow light galleries be erected on each sSde sufficient for one row of dips &
aide, that the windows & outdde of the house undergo such repairs as the committee

which may be gppointed for that purpose may deam necessaxy.
A bell for the new belfry was donated by anative son, Loammi Baldwin (b. 1819), then living in Savannah, Georgia

To provideavestry that doubled as ameeting hall for town meetings undemegth the sanctuary, the building
committee recommended a a Parish meeting on February 20, 1837, that:

We should raise the floor of the present house about 2 feet., .then the sills on the outside
of the present housewould be raised about 4 feet above ground when leveled about the
house, then should dig about 4 or 5 feet on the eest Sde and enough on the west ddeto
meke it level, as large as the present houss, if practicable...

On the whole, the recommendations of the building committee for the remodeing of the meeting house and the
cregtion of avestry seam to have bean followed closaly. The panded endsof the old pews, the old pulpit, and other
materia from the earlier meeting housewere reussd in finishing the vestry.

The builder or architect for the remodeling of the meeting house has not been identified. It ispossble that it was
Danid Thompson, the heed of the building committee. Thompson's involvement in the actua process of building is
suggested by arecord in the minutes of the parish of apayment of $20.00 to "Mr. Thompson for 5 eight panndll
doores(sic)." Others named in the accounting were "Mr. Dunn”, $21.00 " for making 84 pew doores’; "Moving
meseting house including Mr. Sherman'shill for trangport of gpparatusetc.”, $47.19; Mr Sikes', $35.00"for building
pulpit & platform”, and "Mr. Willard's bill for painting”, $125.06. Present ressarch hes not leamed more about any
of these craftamen or of any further extent of their roles in theremodeling.

Other Churches in Phillipston

As happened in many other Massachusetts towns during the early 19th century, factionalism occurred in the
Congregational Society in Phillipston. During this period in communitiesall over the commonwedth, new liberal and
evangdlica religious societies were bresking away from the established Congregational Society.

Methodists
Evangdicd religion was the first to shekethe tranquillity of the Congregational Society in Phillipston. A Methodist
Society was established here about 1830. Since a that time there was only one established church, the Congregationa

(continued)
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church, all citizens of the town were expected to be members and were taxed the sameministerial tax. Uponits
founding, the new Methodist congregation claimed its part of the funds held by the Congregationa Society. Tothe
great congtemation of the Congregationdigs, the new group occupied the Congregational Meeting House for some
time, banishing the Congregationdists to meet inahall in the former tavem (no longer sanding) that then occupied
the dte of the present housea 10 The Common. After the dissgreement was settled, M ethodist meetings were held in
the hall above the gore (no longer sanding) that then stood on the Common, immediately west of the present Town
Hall. The Methodists abandoned the town center when they built themsdves a church north of town about 1849.

Universdists

Asareault of conflicting liberal and conservative religious viewswithin the Congregationa Society in Phillipston, a
liberal group broke avay and formed aUniversalist Society in 1833. A Universalist meeting house (no longer
danding) was built in Phillipston Center, immediately south of Center Cemetery, on the dSte of the present modem
house a 15 Badwinville Road (MAP # 15). As the result of high fedings regarding this separation, the new church
was the victim of arson in 1838. The Universalist congregation later distanded and the church building was taken
down sometime between 1857 and 1870 and rebuilt as aMethodist church nearby in Eagt Templeton, M assachusets,
where it still stands today.

GOVERNMENT
Town Hall. 50 The Common

Joint accommodations continued to sarvethe town and the church for many years. The vestry of the Congregetiona
Meeting House wes the Ste of town mestings from 1837 until the present Town Hall was built in 1891. The new
Town Hall was built not only to housetown mestings and other public mestings but dso to provide goacefor town
offices and for the public library. Land was given by Smon E. Pike, who owned the sore building (no longer
ganding) and house (30 The Common) that good immediately to the west.

Asoriginally planned, the ground floor had rooms for the public library, sectmen'srooms, adining room, and a
kitchen. The updtairs was devoted to the meeting hall and a cloak room. A town pump, still in place, was located
wes of the building.

From 1891 until 1952 the town hall housad the publiclibrary. It hes dso provided dasssoom goace when crowding
problems have existed in the school. The building still servesas Phillipston's town office building and public meeting
hall, athough town meetings are no longer held here,

SCHOOLS

Little isknown about the schools in Phillipston during the period that it was the Wes Precinct of Templeton (1774-
1786). Some of the earliest schools were had in private homes The diaries of Nahum Jones mention his attending
schoal inApril of 1779 in aprivate home, Mr. Josgph White's. In December of that sameyear he went to school a a
"school house near Descon Taylor's'. Presant research has not discovered  the date of condtruction of the earliest
school building in the precinct. It gopearsthat a leest one school housewas sanding as early as the late 1770's.

(continued)
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Notations in Jones diary suggest that during the 1780s before the incorporation of the town, therewere & least two
other school housesin use as well. They were one near Mr. Thomas White's and one neer Mr. (Thomas?) Drury's.
Because of the lack of early mgpsof Phillipston, the actua location of theseearly school housesare not presently
known.

Phillipston (Gerry) was divided into six school districtsin 1788, a short time after its incorporation as atown. The
construction of three schoodls in 1790 was probably aresult of that action. It is not clear whether there was any school
in the town center before the congtrucfion of the present District # 1 School building in 1790.

District # 1 School. 25 Templeton Road

This one-room is sad to have bean one of three schodls built by the town in 1790. Its original gppearance may have
bean similar to that of an unidentified Phillipston school seen in alate 19th century photograph — extremdy plain
with a single entrance on the geble end and Federd style gable retums. The present Greek Revival detailing gppears
to be the result of amid-19th century remodeling of the earlier building.

The District #1 School and another one-room school. School # 5, were still in ue a the dose of World War 11 At
that time, they were the town's only schools. Even a that late date, they eech still housad severd grades under the
tutelage of asingle teecher. Grades one through four were held a # 5 and five through eight & # 1. Only after the
Phillipston Memorial School was opened in 1948 did the District # 1 School ceese to be usad as a school.

Phillipston Memorial School. 20 The Common
This four-room school, was built in 1947 a acost of $60,000 to replace thesetwo outdated schools. Until athree-
room, $102,000 addition was medeto itin 1971, the new school housed two dasses, rather than one, per room.

LIBRARIES

Public libraries were widely esablished in Massachusattstowns during the mid and late 19th century. Phillipston's
public library, the Phillips Memorial Library, first opened in 1862, was an early one. Although it was the town's first
public library, it had been preceded many yearsearlier by alocd private library society.

The diaries of Nahum Jones show that a private library society existed in Phillipston as early as 1801. The directors

of the organization included Jones; the minister of the church; the town physician; the original settler, Charles Baker;
and other leading citizens of thetown. This group purchassd books which it made available to its members. Neither
the dze nor description of its membership, the extent of its collection, nor the length of its activity are known.

Phillips Memorial Library

The simulus for the establishment of apublic library for the use of all of the town's citizens camein 1860 with agift
of $5,000 from Jonathan Phillips, Ex., of Cohasset, Massachusetts, nephew of Lieutenant Governor William Phillips,
for whom the town was named. The text of the bequest includes the following explanation for the gift:

(continued)



United States Departmant of the Interior
Neti'ondl Part< Sarvice

Nationd Regider of Historic Places
Continuation Shest B B

Phillipston (Worcester Co.), Mass
Si'onnumbe - Page—11—

Thetwelfth annud report of the Board of Education shows that the town of Phillipston takes specid interest
in the cause of Education, and has taken aprominent, if not the first rank among the towns of Mass, inthe
care and support of public schools

| therefore give five thousand dollarsto said town as atrust fund, the income and produce of which shall
annually be expended in procuring books for atown library.

Thetown's public library began operation in 1862 in the home of Pliny P. Gould, the former Gould's Tavern (no
longer ganding & 10 The Common, MAP # 14). The first librarian was Harriet Richardson. The sscond was Mary
Mann, who held the position until 1868. Inthat year the library was moved to the home of the third librarian, Tina
Chaffin (the former Dr. James Stone. J. House MAP # 17) & 10 Baldwinville Road. Whenthe Town Hall was
completed in 1891, the library was transferred there. Miss Chaffin continued as librarian until 1906.  (continued)

After the congtruction of the Phillipston Memoria School in 1948, the old District # 1 School was converted to house
the library. The library was moved to that building in 1952 and hes remained there ever since.

STORES

Neither the date nor the location of the earliest storein Phillipston Center are presently known. The earliest mention
of agoreisfound in the Federd Direct Tax Canqusof 1798, which listsa dore (30" x 16") and potash works (28" x
24") operated by Elijah Gould neer his one-story house a 30 The Common (MAP #9). Gould, described asa
"trader”, may have opened a dore there soon after he acquired the property in 1792. In 1802 he sold his "home farm”
a 30 The Common and in 1804 bought land across the road a 10 The Common where he is sad to have operated a
tavern, perhgpsonly for ashort time. The 1814 tax record makes no mention of atavern but list his "dwelling house',
a separate dore building, a shed, and abarn. He gpparently had continued, or resumed, his occupation as a "trader”
after the move.

Store Next to Present Town Hall

According to Phillipston historian, William G. Lord, agenerd gore on the The Common was operated by Frances C.
Champney in 1821 inabuilding built for that purpose (no longer standing, s Illustrations # 4,5,6) on aste
immediately west of the present Town Hall. Thiswas the ste of the town's first pogt office when it was opened in
that year. That two-and-a-haf-gtory, gable-front sore building adso contained ameeting hall on the second floor
(known during the late 19th century as "Pike's Hall". It isnot known whether this gore building and that listed as
Gould's gore in 1798 were the same

30 The Common (MAP # 9, Photo # 14) 1760-1830, gppeers to have been the home of a storekesper during alarge
part of the history of the town. Only some sorekeegpers have bean identified who operated this store on the common.
However, the following sorekegpers are known to have owned the property, which included the gore building, the
house, and its accompanying 45 acres. They presumably lived in the housewhile operating the sore. They are Jason

(continued)
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Goulding, from about 1846 to about 1855; J. and Theodore T. Miller, from about 1855 to about 1862; and Simon E.
Pike, from about 1867 until probably sometime in the 1890's. For an unspecified period during the early 20th
century, it wasrunby M. P. Estey, who gppears to have lived a 20 Baldwinville Road (MAP #18). A dore continued
to be operated & this location on the common until the building was destroyed by firein 1936.

No details are known of the Sze or quality of the busness of this dore over time. At severd different timesin its
history, it dso housad the Phillipston pogt office. The post office was located there when the building burned in 1936.
After the fire, the pogt office and the Sore were both transferred to the house next door a 30 The Common, wherethe
post office remained until the it was dosed down in 1954.

Bassett's Store at 10 Athol Road

Although the gore on the common must have had asteaedy and congtant clientele, the most highly successful gorein
town during the 1830's and 1840's ssams to have been the one a 10 Athol Roed, Photo # 8, operated by Issec ad
Charles C. Basstt (b. 1805). The date a which the Bassett's busness was founded isnot known. A gore isshown a
this location on an 1830 mgp. Itisasumed that the Bassattswere operating the store & that time. Their busness
gppeers to have remained a this ste until Charles C. Bassett moved his enterprise to the nearby town of Athol in
1856.

During the 1830s this sore atracted cusomers from as far avay as Northfield, Massachusdtts and places in southern
New Hampshire. It was operated under the firm namesof Issec Basstt & Son; C. C. Basxtt & Company; Lee,
Boynton & Company; and Lee& Basstt. A patner in some of thesefirms was Artemas Lee of Templeton, who
operated athriving mercantile budness in that town as well.

According to abiographical sketch of Charles Bast:

More budgness was done by this firm than by any other in this part of the ate. They were
pioneers in the pam leaf hat budness in thisvicinity, and the second firm in the dateto put
out palm leaf to braid, their salesin this branch done amounting to one hundred and twenty-
five thousand dollarsin one yeer.

Little dseis presently known of the Bassett's busness. However, stores, and sorekegpers typically played akey role
in the economic life of early 19th century rural New England communities. They offered goods of all kinds, from
daples, such as flour, sugar, and molasses, to rum, hardware, dry goods, and household goods. Generd gtores brought
to country townsitemsfrom all over the world; the Wes Indies, Europe, England, China, and Ceylon. In this way
they brought the outsde world to those who had never been outdde their towns.

Theroleof the dorekeeper was particularly important because during the early 19th century there was little cash ad
the economic dedlings of most people were through barter and exchange. During this period, mog familiesin towns
like Phillipston gained their livelihoods from farming. Their ability to make purchasesin sores depended onthe e
of excess produce of the sale of their own handiwork. Some provided for extraincome through boot and shoemaking,
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chairmaking, the braiding of straw, or the making of pam leaf hats The dore was the conduit through which excess
agricultural produce or the products of cottage industry could be exchanged for American-made goods that were
unavailable locally and for goods imported from across the globe.

It ispossblethat, before dedingin pam leaf hats Charles Basett may have put out the manufacture of boots and
shoes Hisfather and partner, 1ssec Bassatt, owned atannery onthe site of 30 Barre Road, just south of thecommon
(but not in the historic district) as early as 1814 and s late a5 1830 or later. Boot and shoe making was a popular
cottage industry in Phillipston.

The manufacture of pdm leaf hats became popular in the late 1820s or the early 1830s | nsuch an arrangement,
dorekespers like Basst provided the pdm draw, imported from Cuba, for afeeto women who braided the hats in
return for credit a the sore. Manufacturing statistics show that in 1837 65,000 pam leaf hatswere braided in
Phillipston. It isnot know how many of those were mede for Bassett, dnce there was dso another gore in town that
might aso have dedlt in pam leaf hats

The Role of Stores inthe Community

Thetwo goresin Phillipston Center would not only have played an important rolein the town's economy, they would
have aso been hubs of community activity. 19th century soreswere community gathering places and placesfor the
exchange of news and information. The Sorekegper was in condant touch with the outsde world and wasan
important source of information to rural communities. Hissore was ameseting place for all.

After the mid-19th century, when improved roads and the railroad made it eeser for individuasto travel and to sand
goods to the city for sde, the roleof the storekegper began to change. Individuals were no longer quite SO dependent
on him to buy the goods they desred or to market their goods. It was & that time that Basstt, an aggressive

businessman, moved his enterprise to Athol, gpparently to be doser to the railroad and closer to alarger community.

ARTISANRY

The earliest locations of shops of artisans such as blacksmiths and whedwrights in Phillipston are not known. 1t is
likely that during the early years of the 19th century such shopswere dready located in the town center, not far from
the meeting house. Mid-19th century maps show ablacksmith shaop on the eest Sde of Baldwinville Road, opposte
the Baldwinville Road d9de of 10 Athol Road. A whedwright's shop occupied a building, possibly the same shop that
now sandsa 10 Templeton Road (MAP #6). Two tanneries are beieved to have operated a short disance outsde
the Phillipston Center Historic District. West of the center, on Templeton Road, one operated as early asthe late 18th
century. Ancther operated a short distance from the commonin the vicinity of 30 Barre Road from as early as 1814
until at leest 1830.

(continued)
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Shoemaking and chair making were important artisand activitiesin Phillipston during the early 19th century.
However, little specific information hes yet been found about precise locations where they were carried out.

AGRICULTURE

During the 18th and 19th centuries, in particular, farming was away of life participated in by most of the population
of the town. Throughout the 18th, \gth"* and early 20th centuries, Phillipston's economy remained strongly
agricultural. Thisis 0, even though avariety of indudries progoered here a various times throughout its history
(sawmills, cotton and woolen mills, awire mill, and a chair factory).

Because Phillipston never becamedensdy settled, it was possible for smdl farmsto exigt even inthe town center.
Thiswas true not only in the 18th century, but through the 19th and early 20th centuries as well. The Gould-Miller-
Pike House & 30 The Common wes accompanied by 45 acresand was conddered afarm in 1802. In 1814 other
houses on the common had acreege ranging from about 18 acresto 75 or more acres and were described as farms in
the tax records of that year.

The advent of the railroad, near the northern boundary of the town in 1847, provided western competitionto local
farms. Phillipston's farmers are sad to have introduced methods of scientific agriculture in their effort to compete.

Also, according to Jewetts 1879 History of Worcester County, the town's farmers:

have introduced upon their farms herds of thoroughbred stock, their farm buildings present a neat and
attractive gppearance, labor-saving machinery and new and improved varieties of plants and ssedsare used,
while the strong, rich soil brings forth good crops of all kinds of produce, which find reedy market in the
manufacturing villages of surrounding towns. They contribute largely to the annud exhibitionsof the
Worcester North-west Agricultural and Mechanica Society, and carry avay man of the prizes offered by that

society.

Nelson Stone, a successful Phillipston farmer listed in Jewett's history, farmed the land accompanying the Gardner
Maynard House. 10 Lincoln Road (MAP #11, Photos#11, 20) included inthe Phillipston Center Historic Digtrict.
Only a short distance from the Gardner Maynard House and only alittle more than ahalf amile from the common,
but just outsde the historic district, was ahighly successful market-gardening farm and greenhouses. Also mentioned
by Jewett, it was inoperation between about 1876 and the late 1930's,

The 1875 date censusreported 126 farmsvaued a $240,075 with an agricultural production of $90,246. Cattle
raising and dairying became important during thistime. Domestic animds were valued a $46,003. Butter
production was 32,036 poundsvalued a $11,591. 1830 tons of hay were produced.

The town's chief agricultural activitiesin 1937 were lumbering, farming, dairying, market-gardening, poultry-raising,
and fruit-growing.

(continued)
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PHILLIPSTON'S ARCHITECTURE ASAN INDEX OF GROWTH

The dze, style and quality of the 18th and 19th century buildings that survivetoday in Phillipston Center tell atde of
the growth of thetown's center village as adudered settlement. The increasing Sze and refined gppearance of the
town's buildings between about 1790 and 1850 reflects not only the pride and prosperity of the community but Ao
the tagtes and the confidence of the new nation. Houseswere larger as commund living and multi-purpose rooms
gaveway to gredter privacy and to rooms desgnated for specid uses Omamentd features, once omitted, became
more common on the exteriors of larger housesduring this period. Classicd door framesa main entrances, eegant
but never lavish, were an expression of anew gentility and amore ordered life that were American gods following
the Revolution.

Phillipston looked to the futurein 1837 as it converted its old-fashioned, boxy, meeting houseto adignified, church-
like building with Gregk columns, abelfry, and a soaring spire. By choosing the newly popular Greek Reviva style
in the 1830s the community showed that it was in Sep with the times. Y et, depite this forward looking approach,
what is impressive in Phillipston Center isthe great lack of new buildings representing the periods that followed.
This lack and the survival of ahigh proportion of 18th and early 19th century buildings in the town center today
testify to the hiatus in growth that occurred here after about 1840. The modem world of industry pessed Phillipston
by during the second half of the 19th century, and there was little new building here

From the mid-19th century until recent years, mog of the buildings built in the town center were built by the Town
itself: the Town Hall (1891), the Town Barn (early 20th century), and Phillipston Memoria School (1948). Today, s
the town's population has again climbed above its previous 1830s high, anew period of growth can be ssen in the
growing number of late 20th century dwellings in Phillipston Center.

Residential Construction in Phillipston Center

18th CENTURY

Houses standing in Phillipston Center in the 18th century gppear to have been smdl in sze and only one or one-and-a
half gories in height. Statigtics recorded in the Federd Direct Tax Censusof 1798, which survive? for Phillipston,
confirmsthisfact. Houses having atotal square footage of little more than 500 feet (e.g., 25' x 20") were not unusud.
In 1798 even community leeder Gardner Maynard occupied a house (no longer extant) that was valued a less than
$100 and that was one story in height, containing only 720 square feet of space. Of the 75 highest valued houses in
the town (listed as having avaue greater than $100), only 14 were two gories in height. These housing characteristics
were common for other Massachusetts communities during the 18th century.

Surviving houses that may date from this early period are one-and-a-haf gories in height and have short comer pods.
They take thefive-bay,center-entry form. Two have center chimneys. All but one, the Bascom House, are extremdy
smple and unadorned. All have hed later additions mede to them to provide for more gpace. These early houses are
all located around the common: the Rev. Ezekid Lysander Bascom House 70 The Common (MAP # 1, Photos #6,
12), 1770-1800; the Gould-Miller-Pike House. 30 The Common (MAP # 9, Photo #14), 17607-1830; and the George
Bowker House. 10 Templeton Road (MAP # 6, Photo # 13), 1790-1830.

(continued)
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None of these houses could be identified on the 1798 Direct Tax Cenaus, partly becausethe identities of mogt of the
earliest owners are presently unknown. Neverthdess, despite their unassuming gppearance, some of them are known
to have been occupied by important members of the community during the early and mid 19th century. The Bascom
House was the home of the town's second minister (sarved 1800-1820). The Gould-Miller-Pike House was owned by
a succession of gorekegpersduring both the 19th atd early 20th centuries. The Bowker House wes the home of a
wheelwright. The similar Goulding House, which no longer dands eedt of it on Templeton Road (MAP #28, sse
[llustration #1), belonged to the owner of amill in Goulding village.

19th CENTURY

The one-and-a-hdf-gtory, gaeble-end type house continued to be popular in Phillipston during the early 19th century,
& itwas inother rura communities in Massachusetts. Y et, in the growing town center, two-story houses were more
commonly built after 1800.

Between about 1800 and the 1840s severd two-story houseswere built within about ahalf amile of the meeting
house They bdonged to important members of the community and were the town center's largest and most
impressive houses. Although other two-story houses were built in outlying parts of town, these housesinthe center
were among the finest and mogt high style in Phillipston.

Thexe houssswere mostly two-and-a-haf-gories in height, of the fiye-bay,center-entry type, with the entry onthe
long Sde and agable a either end ~ some sngle pile, others double pile. Mogt have paired chimneys, which suggest
acenter-hdl interior plan. Unlike the others, the Gardner Maynard House hes acentral chimney.

Houses of thistype include: the Gardner Maynard House. 10 Lincoln Road (MAP #11, Photos #11, 20), ca. 1800,
home of aRevolutionary War veteran and man of loca influence. Along Baldwinville Road were four two-story
houses which sood near one ancther: the Dr James Stone. J. House 10 Baldwinville Road (MAP # 17, Photos #16,
17), 18127-18407, home of thetown's physician; the Issec and Charles C. Bastt House and Storfe 10 Athol Road
(corner of Baldwinville Road) (MAP # 20, Photo # 8), 18007-18307; the Charles H. Baker House. 45 Baldwinville
Road (MAP #21, Photos #18,19), ca 1790-1830; and the Baker-Whitney House 55 Baldwinville Road (MAP # 22,
Photos # 9, 21), ca.1800-1830)

Two two-story, four-square Federd style houses were built in the center. They were both of thefive-bay,center-entry
type, with two satsof paired chimneys and a secondary five-bay, center-entry facade on the sde. Because of their
larger 9ze and because they were ornamented with aClassca style doorframe a eech entrance they were more
imposing than the others. One of thesewas the gable-roofed Elijah Gould Tavem (no longer sanding), ca.l800, 10
The Common, MAP # 14, Illustration # 8). The other, the Bamum/\White/Farr House. 1800, 1844 (MAP #12, Photo
#10) isdtill ganding a 30 Petersham Road. Unlike the tavern, it has ahip roof, afeature that adds to its
digtinctiveness and degance. It isthe only building in the district with a hip roof

Aswas true of other housesof this Sze, type, and period insmal towns and rura areas in New England, the mogt
important and mogt omamenta feature of all of thesetwo-story buildings isthe door frameand treetment of themain
(continued)
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entrance. Classcal pilaster/architrave/cornice frameswith short sddights are the norm (see, for example. Photos
#17,19). The door frame of the Gardner Maynard House is dightly different. Instead of having a smple horizontal
cornice for acap, it istopped with araking cornice with retums (Photo # 20). I1ngenerd, the component parts of
these door frames are similar, athough no two are alike. Also, someare expressed in the lighter proportions of the
Federa style while others are weightier and more three-dimensond in the Gresk Revival manner. Severd of the
Federd style door frames have fanlightsor rectangular lintel lights incorporated into the design.

1850-1950

Asaresult of population decline, hardly any new residentia construction took place in the town center during the mid
and late 19th century. Within the historic district the only new dwelling built during that period was the Greek

Reviva style S R. Sanderson House/Congregationd  Parsonege 36 Templeton Road (MAP # 5, Photo # 5) ca.l850.
On the fringesof the center, but not included in the historic district, only one other house built during thisperiod,
dating from the 1880's, has been identified. Another house, a 30 Baldwinville Road (MAP #19), isbdlieved to bea
mid-to-late-19th century hearse house converted to use as aresdencein the early 20th century.

The eesternmogt inarow of three Gresk Revival style buildings on the town common, the Sanderson House
reinforces the Classica dignity offered to the center by its neighbors, the District # 1 School/PhillipsMemoria
Library. 1790, ca 1850, and the Congregationd Meeting House. 1785, 1837. Although itisnot the only Greek
Revivd style dwelling in the district, it isthe only one built on the gable-front, sidehal-entry plan that was most
characteridtic of that style. The Dr. James Stone X. House and the|. and C. C. Bassatt House are both two-story,
five-bay, center-entry versons with the entrance on the long sde. Still traditiona in their form, they are trimmed
with Greek Revival details.

The Sanderson House was by no meansout of date when it was built in the Gresk Reviva style in the 1850's, even
though the Congregationd M eeting House was built in the same style thirteen yearsearlier, in 1837. Gresk Reviva
wes highly popular and widely used al during the 1850'sthroughout Massachusetts and New England.

The Town Hall (1891). the Town Barn (early 20th century), and Phillipston Memorial School (1948) represent
development in Phillipston Center after the mid 19th century. Buih inavernacular idiom, these buildings reflect the
community's smal population, lack of money, and isolation from the magjor tides of the times. Except for the
application of Victorian Gothic ornament to its facade gable, the gppearance of the Town Hall isthat of abuilding
built inthe mid-19th century. Likewise, the Town Barn's Gresk Reviva syle eavetrim would suggest amuch earlier
dateif it weren't for its strongly horizonta lines. In both the Town Hall and the Town Bam, the builder was usng a
mid-19th century vocabulary that, by the turn of the 20th century, had entered the common builder's vemacular.

By the time the town's new school was built after World Wer 11, the International Style was dl-theragein this
country. Hundreds of new schools were being built of glassand sted, with clean, desk horizontal lines, no ornamernt,
and flat roofs. Ther plans were irregular and the building materids themsdves becametheir chief decorative
features. Theflat-roofedPhillipston Memorial School isahighly diluted, vemacular, expresson of this style.

(continued)
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Degpite Internationa Style traits, such as no ornament, emphads on functionality, and irregularity of desgn, the
modern origins of the Memoria School are bardly discernible behind its artless exterior of wood shingle siding and
dandard ssgh windows.

Archaeological Significance

Since pattems of prehistoric occupeation in Phillipston are poorly understood, any surviving Sites could be significant.
Prehistoric Stesinthis areacan be important by providing information on upland/interior Stesin generd and the role
stesaong tributary streems of the Connecticut River played in alocal/regiona Native American subdstence and
stlement sydems. Prehigtoric dtesinthis areacould be part of alarge, possbly seasond settlement network besed
adong the Connecticut River or part of agpecidized adaptation to loca environments in the uplands. Many current
theories indicate prehistoric socio/political/economic boundearies are basad along riverine basins. Although Stes in
this areaare ultimately part of the Connecticut River drainage, the district arealis located between the heedwaters of
two magjor tributaries of that drainage, the Millers River to the north and the Chicopee River to the south. Prehigtoric
dtesin this areamay enable atest of theories relating to riverine adgptations and the importance of stesand
settlement/subs stence patterns which are geographically dose but in different secondary draineges within the same
overall drainage sysem.

Historic archaeological remains described above havethe potential to provide detailed information on the socidl,
cultural and economic patterns of a 19th century rural New England village that developed as acdlugtered center
village inthe first half of the 19th century then changed little until the 20th century. Documentary research combined
with archaeologica survey and testing can help locate buildings originally located inthe vicinity of the common that
have been logt over time. Similar ressarch can aso contribute information about existing structures and the role they
played inthe development of the only areaof 18th/19th century residential/institutional clustered settlement in the
town. Two additional areasof 18th/19th century clustered settlement were present in the town, however, they were
asndated with industrial development.  Archaeological ressarch in the vicinity of the Common may locate structural
evidence and related featuresfrom the First Congregationd Meeting House built in 1786. In 1837, the meeting house
was moved northeast of its original location a which time it was revovated and enlarged. Archaeological research
may aso contribute information relating to the architectural characterigtics of the original meeting house. Few details
of the town's meeting house survive prior to it's rebuildingin 1837. Structurd remains may aso survive from horse
barnsoriginally located behind the Congregationa Meeting Housethen later moved, possbly a the sametimethe
meeting housewas moved. Structura evidence might also survive from the Universalist Meeting House built in 1833
on the dte of the modern house a 15 Baldwinville Road immediately south of the cemetery. The meeting house was
moved to Eag Templeton between 1857-1870 leaving avacant ot inits place until recently. Any information relating
to ether the Congregational or Universalist Meeting Houses can be significant to the nomination snce it wasthese
sructures and the Common that encouraged growth of the areaas acenter village. Structural remains may survive
from eech Sructure that documentstheir locations and changeswhich occurred during their occupancy. Detailed

(continued)
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andysis of the contents of occupational rdated festures associated with the extant meeting house and previous sites
can aso contribute important information about religious society membersand by extrapolation the Phillipston
community. Archaeological evidence may d<o survive from 18th and 19th century school buildings inthedistrict
dthough it is questionable whether there was a schoal in the town center before the congtruction of the present
Didtrict #1 school building in 1790. It is undear when the first schoolswere built inthe district. Local sources
indicate there may have been a school building inthe 1770's. Two additional schools may have been present before
incorporation of the town but their locations are unknown. Neither the date nor the location of the first gore in
Phillipston is known with one or possibly two soresreported inthe district. Structurd remains and reated features
may survive from the store and potash works (1798) operated by Elijah Gould neer his house a 30 The Common.
Similar remains might dso survive from the Frances C. Champney store located west of the town hall in 1828. The
Champney gore was destroyed by fire in 1936. Archaeologica testing may contribute information that helps settle
any debate over whether the Champney Store and the Gould Store are the same building. Further documentary
resserch combined with archaeologica testing inthe district can aso contribute important information relating to
petterns of residential development in the district. Dates of construction are poorly documented for many homes in
the vicinity of the common. Archaeological testing may contribute information that helps determine these dates ad
the overall settlement history for the district locale. Information produced through archaeological and documentary
ources can help determine if the ell a the Gould - Miller - Fike House (1760-1830), 30 The Common, isthe origina
house or a later addition. Similar ressarch can dso hep determine whether the small guest house associated with the
Gardner Maynard House (ca. 1800), 10 Lincoln Road, was built in the 19th century or the earlier 18th century
Gardner Maynard House remodded as an outbuilding then later guest house While saverd  18th and 19th century
resdentia Stesmay be present inthe digtrict, only one dte has thusfar been identified. Identification of these Stes
can contribute important information on the growth of the district and it's inhabitants. Structural remains from the
Goulding House may survive inthe vacant ot facing the common immediately eest of 10 Templeton Road. Structural
remans from the Elijah Gould Tavem, built shortly after 1800 then destroyed by fire in 1957, may survive & 10 The
Common. Detailed andysis of the contents from occupationa reated feetures and the identification of outbuilding
locations and their functions can dso provide important information relating to agricultural production that
characterized the town's economic bese into the 20th century. These sources can aso contribute information on
cottage industries or manufacturing that was widespread & the local level to generate extra income or as amedium of
exchange for the inhabitants of farms to purchase goods neaded for their survival. Information relating to
technologies and manufactured products may be available for boot and dhoe manufacture, chair making, the braiding
of draw and the making of pam leaf hats. Unmarked graves may dso be present in the district & the Center
Cemeery or a potential family buria grounds inthe district. Unmarked and known graves inthe district can
contribute important information on different socio/economic groups that lived inthe district ranging from the
district's more affluent inhabitants to the unmarked graves of paupersand indigents. Detailed andyds of buria
contents including material goods and osteologica gpecimens can provide important information relating to the
genad hedth of the village population, it's sub-groups, pathologies effecting the population and burial prectices.
Structural remains, features and artifact distributions may aso survive from activities conducted on Phillipston
Common duringthe 18th 19th and 20th centuries. However, improvements to the common including digging,
blowing rocks and leveling during the 19th century have probably had an adverse effect on any potential resources
that were present.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
UTM references (continued)
5 18 734910 4714820 6. 18 735160 4714650

Boundary Description
The boundaries of Phillipston Center Historic District are shown on the atached Town of Phillipston Assessor'sMeps
#24ad27.

Boundary Justification

The boundaries of the Phillipston Center Historic District encompess the best preserved portion of thel 9th century
town center of Phillipston. These areeswere included because of their association with the history of the town and
becausethey are visually an integral part of the town center today.

The boundaries sdected in this section follow the boundaries of dreats and existing property lines with only asingle
exception. The southem boundary of the property shown as Map # 8 on the sketch map, the dte of aformer dore, is
an arbitrary boundary mede for convenience. The remainder of the lot to which it belongs accompanies a modem
house which makes no contribution to the historic character of the district. For thisreason, it has not been included.

(end)
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1 Congregationd Meeting House, 65 The Common  (view looking NE)
2. Congregationa Meeting House (left). Town Common (right) (view looking E)
» 10 Templeton Rd. (left), Town Hall, 50 The Common (right) (view looking E)
4 Public Library, 25 Templeton Rd. (left), 35 Templeton Rd. (right) (view looking NE)
5v 35 Templeton Rd. (view looking NE)
10 Baldwinville Rd. (left), 70 The Common (right) (view looking NE)
7. Center Cemetery, Baldwinville Rd. (view looking NW)
8. 10 Athol Rd. (view looking NW)
% 5 BaldwinvilleRd. (view looking W)
IO 30 Petersham Rd. (view looking NW - front of house onleft)
11 10 Lincoln Rd. (view looking NW)
12. 70 The Common (view looking N)
13. 10 Templeton Rd. (view looking SE)
14. 30 The Common (view looking S
15> 20 Baldwinville Rd. (view looking N)
16; 10 BaldwinvilleRd. (view looking NE)
17, 10 Baldwinville Rd., detail of front door (view looking E)
18. 45 Baldwinville Rd. (view looking NW)
19. 45 Baldwinville Rd., detail of front door (view looking W)
2i» 10 Lincoln Rd., detail of front door (view looking N)
21. 5 Baldwinville Rd., detail of front door (view looking W)
22. Phillipston School, 20 The Common (view looking S

Illustrations

Newly improved Common, 1890s — Mesting House (L), Town Hall (right)
1890sview of Common and Meseting House
70 The Common (left). Meeting House (center), town bam (right)
Town Hall (left), gore (no longer sanding ,right) early 20th century view
; Town Hall (left), sore (no longer standing, right) 1890s view
10 Templeton Rd. (left), Town Hall (center), sore (no longer standing, right)
early 20th century view
Gould's Tavern, 10 The Common (no longer sanding) 1905 view
Town Bam early 20th century view
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District Data Sheet
Phillipston Center National Register Historic District

Athol Road
Map # Asessor # MHC # Historic Name Address Dae Syle Satus Resource
20 27/21 18 |.& C.C.Basxtt He& Store 1 OAthol Rd ¢.1800-1830 Fedard/Gresk Rev'l C B

Baldwinville Road

Megp # Asessor # MHC#  Higtoric Name Address Dae Syle Saus Resource
17 2425 15 Dr. James Stone, J. House 10 Baldwinville 1811-1840's Federd/Gresk Rev C B
shed mid-late 20th ¢ NC B
15 24/20,19 17 house 15 Baldwinville ca 1980's Colonid Reviva NC B
16 24/21 25 Center Cemetery Baldwinville Rd 1803 S
1 242423 16 Andrew S Chubb House 20 Baldwinville cl800-1830 Federd Vemeacular C B
two-car garage late 20th c NC B
19 27/30,31 19 house 30 Badwinville 19th c. ? C B
21 27/2220 21 Chales H. Baker House 45 Baldwinville 1790-1830 Federd C B
2 27123 22 Baker-Whitney House 55 Badwinville 1790-1830 Federd C B
small barn 1%th ? C B
small shed e ccii C B



Baldwinville Road (continued)
Map# Asessor # MHC #  Historic Name

25 27124 Town FirePond (modem)
23 27125 23 house

24 27/26 24 house

Lincoln Road

Map# Asessor # MHC#  Historic Name

Gadner Maynard House
atached bam

guest house

shed

n 27/6 28

Petersham Road

Mep# Assessor # MHC#  Historic Name

house
stall bam

13 24/17 26

12 2717, 7A 30

Bamum-White-Farr House 30 Patesham Rd 18007, 1844

Address Dae

Baldwinville Road mid-late 20thc

65 Badwinville  1790-1830 timberframe vanac
75 Baldwinville 1790-1830 timberframe vernac
Address Dae Syle

10 Lincoln Road 1800 Federd

© e 20th c? astylistic
Address Dae Syle

10 Peardiam Rd mid-late 20thc ranch
a u
Federd

Saus

NC

Saus

NC
NC

Saus

NC
NC

Resource

Resource

w o 0w

Resource



Templeton Road

MaD# Asessor # MHC#  Historic Name Address Dae Syle Saus  Resource
6 24/42 25 George Bowker House 10 Templeton Rd  1790-1830 Federd/Gresk Rev & B
shop " 1%hc B
28 24/42A former hous=dte Templeton Road :€ S
4 24/32 4 School House # 1/PhillipsLib25 Templeton Rd 1790, ¢.1850 Gresk Revivd g B
27 24/32 Town Pound " " " 183 S
5 24/33,33A 11 SR.Sandason House
Congregationd Parsonege 35 Templeton Rd  ¢.1850 Gresk Reviva C B
The Common Road
MaD# Asessor# MHC#  Historic Name Address Date Syle Saus Resource
26 24/14,15 Town Common The Common Rd C S
14 24/18 10 house 10 TheCommon  ca 1990 Colonial Reviva NC B
granite bam foundations " " e 19thc? C Sl
10 24/4 9 Phillipston Memorid School 20 The Common 1948 astylistic C B
9 24/3 8 Gould-Miller-Pike House 30 The Common 17607 timberframevenac C B
bam "o " late 20th c? NC B

8 24(2 7 gte of former sore 40 The Common C S



The Common Road (continued)

Mgpo# Asessor # MHC#  Historic Name Address Dae Syle Saus Resource
24/1 Town Hall 50 The Common 189 GkRev/Itd/Gothic C B
Town Pump o « C @)
shed mid-late 20th ¢ B
astyligtic NC
24/31 Town Barn 60 The Common B
dements Gk Reviva C
2 24/28,30 2 Congregational Medtinghouse 65 The Common 1785, 1837 B
Gresk Reviva C
1 24/26,27,29 1 Congregationa Pasonege 70 TheCommon  1770-1800,1890's? Georgian vamac C B

horse shed/studio/shop R " 19thc, 20thc C B
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

October 6, 1999

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regiser of Historic Flaces
Department of the Interior

Nationa Pak Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Strest, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosad please find the following nomination form:

Phillipston Center Historic District, Phillipston (Worcester Co,), MA

The nomination hes been voted dligible by the Sate Review Board and hes been sgned by the
Sate Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of properties in the district were notified of
pending State Review Board consderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded

the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cc. Ann Chandler Barden, Chair, Phillipston Historica Commission
Susan Ceccacal, Presarvatiion Consultant
John Seamon, Chair, Phillipston Board of Sdectmen
Vernon Charland, Town Panner

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 «(617) 727-8470

Fax: (617) 727-5128 -TDD: 1-800-392-6090
ivtivw.state. ma. us'sec/mhc



