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The Deacon Hutchins House of Rumford, Maine, built c. 1802, is a substantial and 
well-preserved vernacular example of the Federal style in a rural setting.

The house, which faces south-west, is of frame construction with gable roof, two 
large internal brick chimneys, 2% stories, clapboard siding, and granite foundation.

The five-bay facade contains a central entrance with a single panelled door 
below an entablatured lintel. Fenestration throughout is 12/12, save for the half- 
story which contains a 9/6 at each end of the building. A secondary entrance 
occupies the center of the 3-bay-wide south-east end of the house. This single 
doorway is capped by a triangular pediment.

cast"
A 1%-story ell is attached to the north^corner of the house and runs to the
east. This features 9/9 windows in the first story and a 9/6 in the half- 

story.

One of the most important features of the house (see also "Significance") is 
a series of impressive murals decorating the south parlor, executed by the well—known 
itinerant painter, Rufus Porter.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Architecturally, the Deacon Hutchins house is a finely restored example of a 
very early 19tli century farmhouse whose ample proportions denote the substantial 

position of its first owner. Its primary significance, however, lies in the stunning 
frescoes by Rufus Porter (1792-1884), that remarkable painter and natural philosopher, 
which adorn the front parlor.

Hezekiah Hutchins, born in Hampstead, New Hampshire in 1771 was the son of 
Major Hezekiah Hutchins a distinguished soldier who served at Louisbourg in 1745 and 
in major engagements during the Revolution including Bunker Hill and Saratoga. In 
1801, Hutchins with his wife and four children moved to Rumford where he resided 
until his death in 1856. He was one of the founders and first Deacon of the 
Congregational Church at Rumford Center. His stature in the town is reflected by 
his election in 1810 as moderator of the town meeting, in 1821 as collector and 
constable and his appointment in 1827 as justice of the peace.

The frescoes were executed c.1840 by Porter, then at the height of his career 
as an itinerant muralist. Beyond his artistic achievements he was a personal 
embodiment of the era of travel adventure,.of free wheeling invention, of scientific, 
journalistic and artistic enterprise. He was a New England farmer f s son and shoe 
maker's apprentice who explored the world on all levels: voyaging to the Hawaiian 
Islands, becoming America's leading mural painter, founding the Scientific American 
magazine, designing an automobile and an airship planned for travel at one hundred 
miles an hour. His was a life which embodied the spirit and force of 19jth. century 
America.

In addition to the frescoes, for the most part in good condition, Porter also 
painted the paneling and wainscoating in the room including a primitive bit of 
graining over the fireplace. He also decorated the doors in the room employing a 
type of candle-smoke graining or patterning that is most effective.
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