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Breidenh,art is a rambling castelated house, set on 10 acres of landscaped ground 
in the presidential section of Moorestown, New Jersey. Built in 1894, the 2 1/2 
story house ha,s a Queen Anne plan, laid up in Romanesque rockface stone. The 
ground floor is dominated by a huge central living hall, which has a polygonal 
corner turret and rear polygonal library on the west, and a protruding irregularly 
shaped dining room and .service wing on the east. The 2 story service wing shoots 
away from the main block of the house at 45 degrees. Although the main facade 
faces south, the principal entrance is on the west through the corner turret. 
There is ;i a:Lsq, a.-side .carriage port^ At .ojie^tirae, tfre s.econd., ̂ loor^ftad a,,be.4r.Qpm 
aboye each of, the gr-oun4 floor spaces,,. vbut ( .many^ofrvthese ,have been ..subdivided. 
The thir^d^f^oor occurs .uncier,.a wide ,and 1 generous,.garret,.with, three full stories 
in the corner turret.

In the 1920 f s Eldridge Johnson added a rear solarium with an access passage 
and a bedroom with a rear balcony on the second floor.

Most of the interior woodwork is the result of Johnson's remodeling efforts. 
The living hall has built-in bookshelves, raised paneling, and a Jacobean 
fireplace. The room's most notable feature is the elaborate plaster ceiling 
of Elizabethan strap work with inscribed rosettes and patera. The dining room 
has the most elaborate paneling in the house with carved pointed arches resting 
upon engaged columns. The brick fireplace is set within an eliptical niche. 
The rear library also has raised paneling with shallow niches surmounted by 
carved strapwork. The diminutive half pace stair is distinguished by a carved 
lion which rests upon the newel post.

i... .,.-— •. •>•? .•
The wildly undulating exterior has a thin pastry-like quality despite the rockface 
stonework. The corner turret has a crenellated top and a side entrance under a 
gable. The room above the living hall is lit by a huge oriel window which occurs 
next to the turret. All other windows are set within the stone walls with case 
ments and leaded panes. Most of the major rooms have fireplaces. These are all 
serviced by two major flues which emerge from the pitched roof-near the center of 
the main facade, in a pair of massive chimneys. The roof covering is tile.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Breidenhart- was -owned by 2- men- who- became important both' as inventors--and as 
tycoons. -Samuel -L.- Alien -developed and produced the "Flexible Flyer" steerable 
sled. Eldridge R. Johnson,' foiinder- of .the Victor Talking Machine Company, built 
a business empire which dominated the American Phonograph and record industry for 
nearly 30 years.

Walter Smedley was a notable architect of his generation. His design for 
Breidenhart is an excellent example of the late 19th century rural mansion. 
It represents a major direction taken by the Queen Anne style, an increasingly 
medievalizing trend which led ultimately to the more correct manoral residences 
of the 1920's.

In 1894 Samuel Leeds Alien commissioned the architect Walter Smedley to design 
his new residence in Moorestown, which he christened "Breidenhart" or broad 
hearth stone.

Charles Miller, who helped plan Fairmont Park in Philadelphia, acted as consultant 
in the laying out and planting gardens.
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Born in 1841, Samuel Alien enjoyed a varied and successful career as a farmer, 
inventor, and manufacturer. In 1871 he formed S. L. Alien and Co., a firm 
which manufactured farm equipment. Chief among its products were implements 
which Alien had developed himself, notably a fertilizer drill and a seed 
drill. Alien is perhaps best remembered for his invention of the "Flexible 
Flyer" steerable sled, which he patented in 1889. Sales were slow at first, 
but by Christmas 1915, Alien was reporting sales of 2000 sleds per day.

After Alien's death in 1918, Breidenhart was sold to Eldridge Reeves Johnson 
(1867-1945), founder and president of the Victor Talking Machine Co. of 
Camden, New Jersey. Johnson began his career as a machinist, and by 1894 he 
had gained control of the former John Scull machine shop in Camden. His 
manufacturing capability increased, while simultaneously he worked on improving 
the gramophone. Through shrewd business alliance, he gained control of every 
major patent relating to production and improvement of disc playing phonographs. 
After a series of court battles, which ended in 1901, the Victor Talking 
Machine Co. was formed. Johnson manufactured the "Victroler" under his 
famous trademark showing a fox terrier listening to a phonograph, with the 
caption "His Masters Voice."

During the early years of this century, Johnson instituted a policy to establish 
Victor as the nation 1 s most prestigious record company. Europe's most famous 
musicians and vocalists were brought to Camden and paid enormous sums to help 
Johnson produce his "Red Seal" record series. The most notable of these was 
Enrico Caruso who made many records with Victor. The albums were expensive 
and elaborately packaged in leather folders. But they gained instant and 
lasting success. Under Johnson's leadership, Victor dominated the American 
record industry for much of the first third of the 20th century.

Johnson was at the height of his success when he purchased Breidenhart. He 
made a number of modifications which have already been described. Johnson 
commissioned Herman Dleiner, a locally important sculptor, to carve the new 
paneling. Johnson continued to live at Breidenhart until his death in 1945. 
Mrs. Johnson sold the house to the Lutheran Home of New Jersey in 1947 for 
$30,000.
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