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STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

September 26, 2016 

Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Service - National Register of Historic Places 
1201 "I" Street NW 8th Floor 

' Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Keeper: 

~lE~rE D\WlEW 
SEP 3 0 2016 

NatNI. R~g. ot Historic Places 
at,onal Park service 

In September 2000, the Nebraska State Historic Preservation Office (NeSHPO) presented the 
Nebraska State Historic Preservation Office Guidelines for Removing Properties from the 
National Register of Historic Places to the Nebraska Historic Preservation Board. The Board 
subsequently adopted these guidelines. 

The Bow Valley Mill (CD00-003), a National Register listed property located in Cedar County, 
Nebraska, is largely demolished. The qualities that caused this property to be listed in the 
National Register have been destroyed. As documented in 36 CFR 60.15 (a) (1), loss of 
integrity supplies grounds for removing properties from the National Register. 

Bow Valley Mill (CD00-003) 

In 1868, Lewis Jones, a Welsh immigrant involved in the newspaper business, constructed a flour 
mill just a couple miles from the Missouri River in Cedar County. This flour mill served the region for 
many years and contributed to the development and settlement of this part of the state. Much of the 
flour produced was shipped via the Missouri River to other towns and Native American reservations 
along the river and as far upstream as Fort Benton, Montana. The property also was significant for its 
association with the mill founder and owner, Lewis Jones. Besides his mill business, Jones also 
established a saw mill, the first newspaper in Cedar County, and served in the Nebraska Territorial 
Legislature in 1866-1867. 

Current Physical Description 

The Bow Valley Mill appears to have been demolished between 1993 and 1999. A letter from 
the owner in 1990 stated that they planned to demolish the property due to its hazardous 
condition. In aerial imagery available, the mill building appeared to be extant in 1993, but was 
absent in aerials in 1999 and thereafter, so demolition is estimated to have taken place between 
those years. The concrete spillway associated with the old mill-race overflow is the only vestige 
of the former mill, however this small feature is deemed insufficient to represent the property's 
significance. Those characteristics that caused this mill to be eligible for listing no longer exist. 
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On September 8, 2016, the NeSHPO presented this information to the Nebraska Historic 
Preservation Board and recommended removal of the Bow Valley Mill from the National 
Register. The Board unanimously approved this recommendation. 

Please remove the Bow Valley Mill (NeHBS CD00-003) from the National Register of Historic 
Places, pursuant to 36 CFR 60.15 (a) (1 ). You may direct any questions regarding the removal 
of this property to Patrick Haynes, 402-471-4770. Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

~~7£/ 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Bow Valley M i l l s building i s a two and one-half story heavy timber 
Structure located on Bow Creek i n northeastern Cedar County just two miles 
from i t s confluence with the Missouri River. The extant structure i s the main 
element of the o r i g i n a l building. For many years a somewhat l a t e r two story 
lean-to addition on the east housed an extensive saw-mill operation. Probably 
o r i g i n a l to the building was a one story gabled extension on the west called 
the " f l o u r house" which may have been the power house for the machinery. Both 
of these additions have been removed. A much l a t e r shed addition i s now located 
on the south end of the east w a l l . 

The main building i s a timber framed structure, s i x by two bays, two-and-
one-half stories i n height and raised above the sloping ground on timber piers. 
The columns are chamfered with a s l i g h t splay at the upper end and support 
bolsters upon which the timber beams are placed. The walls are frame. The 
m i l l i n g machinery has long since been removed from the building which has 
been used for storage for a number of years. Information r e l a t i v e to the 
nature and dis p o s i t i o n of the o r i g i n a l machinery and the a l l o c a t i o n of i n t e r i o r 
spaces has not been located. Features s t i l l extant on the s i t e include the 
pipe flume which runs under the road south of the building, the pen-stock at 
the end of the flume on the west side of the building and a concrete spillway 
associated with the old mill-race overflow. 

The exterior of the m i l l i s quite straightforward i n design being a 
simple, end opening rectangle with a gable roof. The sytmnetrical array of 
openings on each gable end are o r i g i n a l and s t i l l exhibit the o r i g i n a l 
six-over-six double-hung sash. The single window on the west i s a l a t e r 
addition (probably dating to the early shed addition of the saw m i l l ) and 
i s a double-hung window of four-over-four sash. The large, s l i d i n g imple­
ment door on the south replaced a cen t r a l l y located door with flanking window 
which was consistant with the o v e r a l l symmetrical arrangement of the facade. 

A major feature of the building i s the now much deteriorated central 
cupola. Probably dating from the saw-mill addition, i t s paired windows on 
each side are of the four-over-four configuration. The roof was formerly 
of c i r c u l a r cross-gabled form, the whole topped with a short spire. 

The exterior walls are of clapboard over diagonally placed sheathing while 
the present shed addition i s covered with s l i p - l a p siding. The roof i s 
protected with wood shingles. A board and batten s k i r t encloses the space around 
the pier foundation. The structure i s beginning to deteriorate s i g n i f i c a n t l y , 
most notably at the cupola and at the southwest corner of the building where 
stru c t u r a l decay has caused the corner to s e t t l e . 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Bow Valley Mills building is a two arid one-half story heavy timber 
structure located on Bow Creek in northeastern Cedar County just two miles 
from its confluence with the Missouri River. The extant structure is the main 
element of the original building. For many years a somewhat later two story 
lean-to addition on the east housed an extensive saw-mill operation. Probably 
original to the building was a one story gabled extension on the west called 
the "flour house" which may have been the power house for the machinery. Both 
of these additions have been removed. A much later shed addition is now located 
on the south end of the east wall. 

The main building is a timber framed structure, six by two bays, two-and­
one-half stories in height and raised above the sloping ground on timber piers. 
The columns are chamfered with a slight splay at the upper end and support 
bolsters upon which the timber beams are placed. The walls are frame. The 
milling machinery has long since been removed from the building which has 
been used for storage for a number of years. Information relative to the 
nature and disposition of the original machinery and the allocation of interior 
spaces has not been located. Features still extant on the site include the 
pipe flume which runs under the road south of the building, the pen-stock at 
the end of the flume on the west side of the building and a concrete spillway 
associated with the old mill-race overflow. 

The exterior of the mill is quite straightforward in design being a 
simple, end opening rectangle with a gable roof. The synnnetrical array of 
openings on each gable end are original and still exhibit the original 
six-over-six double-hung sash. The single window on the west is a later 
addition (probably dating to the early shed addition of the saw mill) and 
is a double-hung window of four-over-four sash. The large, sliding imple­
ment door on the south replaced a centrally located door with flanking window 
which was consistant with the overall synnnetrical arrangement of the facade. 

A major feature of the building is the now much deteriorated central 
cupola. Probably dating from the saw-mill addition, its paired windows on 
each side are of the four-over-four configuration. The roof was formerly 
of circular cross-gabled form, the whole topped with a short spire. 

The exterior walls are of clapboard over diagonally placed sheathing while 
the present shed addition is covered with slip-lap siding. The roof is 
protected with wood shingles. A board and batten skirt encloses the space around 
the pier foundation. The structure is beginning to deteriorate significantly, 
most notably at the cupola and at the southwest corner of the building where 
structural decay has caused the corner to settle. 
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BUILDER/ARCHITECT j^ewis E. Jones 

Lewis E. Jones, founder of the Bow Valley M i l l s , was bom i n 1825 i n 
Carnarvon, Wales. In 1848, after spending much time on sea voyages, Jones 
settled i n St. Louis and became involved i n the newspaper business. He was 
editor and proprietor of the Methodist Christian Advocate South for several 
years. 

In June 1858, Jones moved his family to Cedar County, Nebraska bringing 
along his printing equipment. He settled near the new v i l l a g e of St. Helena 
and founded the county's f i r s t newspaper, the St. Helena Gazette, which he 
owned u n t i l 1877. At t h i s same time he also b u i l t the county's f i r s t 
sawmill to supply other s e t t l e r s with building materials. 

In 1867, Jones bought land along Bow Creek (named P e t t i t Arc River 
by the French trappers after Chief L i t t l e Bow of the Omaha t r i b e ) , several 
miles southeast of St. Helena. Jones began construction of t h i s f l o u r m i l l 
which was completed i n 1868 and named Bow Valley M i l l s . These m i l l s were 
si g n i f i c a n t to the conmierce of northeastern Nebraska and points west i n that 
they supplied flo u r to s e t t l e r s i n a 50 mile radius and large volumes were 

ipped by steamboat as far west as Fort Benton, Montana. Many government 
ders were f i l l e d . 

Other a c t i v i t i e s of Jones' include being a member of the Nebraska 
T e r r i t o r i a l Legislature (1866-67), Cedar County Historian (1875-76), and 
one of Cedar County's f i r s t commissioners. 

Lewis Jones was one of the f i r s t s e t t l e r s i n northeastern Nebraska. 
People began moving into t h i s area i n 1856, but population remained sparse 
for several years after t h i s date. Jones, with his newspaper and m i l l i n g 
business, did much to aid settlement i n t h i s section of the state. 

The m i l l building i t s e l f has architectural significance, primarily as an 
j extant, early example of i n d u s t r i a l architecture i n Nebraska. Once a land-

mark i n l i t e r a l l y hundreds of towns throughout the state, very few such 
buildings are known to be standing today. 

The history of i n d u s t r i a l architecture began i n eighteenth century 
England with the Industrial Revolution. I t was there that the form and 
structure of m i l l building grew out of l o c a l needs and technology. The 
Bow Valley M i l l s represents an extension of t h i s eighteenth century tech-

J nology i n the use of m i l l (heavy timber) construction and i n the use of water 
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SPECIFIC DATES 1867-1868 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Lewis E. Jones 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Lewis E. Jones, founder of the Bow Valley Mills, was born in 1825 in 
Carnarvon, Wales. In 1848, after spending much time on sea yayages, Jones 
settled in St. Louis and became involved in the newspaper business. He was 
editor and proprietor of the Methodist Christian Advocate South for several 
years ; 

In June 1858, Jones moved his family to Cedar County, Nebraska bringing 
along his printing equipment. He settled near the new village of St. Helena 
and founded the county's first newspaper, the St. Helena Gazette, which he 
owned until 1877. At this same time he also built the county's first 
sawmill to supply other settlers with building materials. 

In 1867, Jones bought land along Bow Creek (named Pettit Arc River 
by the French trappers after Chief Little Bow of the Omaha tribe), several 
miles southeast of St. Helena. Jones began construction of this flour mill 
which was completed in 1868 and named Bow Valley Mills. These mills were 

- significant to the commerce of northeastern Nebraska and points west in that 
they supplied flour to settlers in a 50 mile radius and large volumes were 

ipped by steamboat as far west as Fort Benton, Montana. Many government 
ders were filled. 

Other activities of Jones' include being a member of the Nebraska 
Territorial Legislature (1866-67), Cedar County Historian (1875-76), and 
one of Cedar County's first commissioners. 

Lewis Jones was one of the first settlers in northeastern Nebraska. 
_ People began moving into this area in 1856, but population remained sparse 

I for several years after this date. Jones, with his newspaper and milling 
business, did much to aid settlement in this section of the state. 

---

The mill building itself has architectural significance, primarily as an 
extant, early example of industrial architecture in Nebraska. Once a land­
mark in literally hundreds of towns throughout the state, very few such 
buildings are known to be standing today. 

The history of industrial architecture began in eighteenth century 
England with the Industrial Revolution. It was there that the form and 
structure of mill building grew out of local needs and technology. The 
Bow Valley Mills represents an extension of this eighteenth century tech­
nology in the use of mill (heavy timber) construction and in the use of water 
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nologies. 
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Photo #4 NOV 1 7 1978 
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Structural detail, 2nd floor 
looking south, Photo by D. Murphy, 

1977, NSHS #7703/13:2 
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