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CONDITION 
0 Excellent Good 0 Fair 

(Check One) 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Check One) 

KJ Altered 0 Unaltered 0 Moved ~ Original Site 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Some physical evidence remains to show that a temporary 
city of ten thousand (10,000) pe~ple once occupied the 
open fields near Rohwer, Arkansas. The Rohwer Reloca­
tion Center, situated along a two (2) mile stretch just 
west of Arkansas Highway l and the railroad tracks at 
Rohwer, housed relocated Japanese-Americans during 
world war II. The sentry towers and most of tJ)e tar 
paper barracks have been torn down. Several building~s 
which were in the hospital area of the Relocationc:@eiliEe.r 
are now used by the Desha Special School Di_sbn:irc.iz.:. Other 
buildings have been moved from the site. 

L. 

At the northern extremity of the area are seven buildings 
now used.by the Desha Special School District. In the 
east central portion of the site are two large concrete 
foundation~,now overrun by weeds and rubbish. West of 
the concrete foundation stands a twenty (20 1

) foot tall 
water storage reservoir. Adjacent to this tank are the 
remains of the Center's fire. station. 

At the south end of the original site lies the cemet~ry, 
with twenty-five (25) concrete gravestones clustered be-­
hind two ( 2) :tall monuments. Each of these concrete 
monuments ·is approximately fifteen (15') feet tall. The 
base of the soldiers' memorial gives the appearahce of a 
tank, with the turret being replaced by a double pyramid 
of cast stone topped by a· star. Inscribed on this mo·nu­
ment to soldiers from the camp who were killed in action 
during World war II are the words, "Dedicated to the men 
from Rohwer Center who gave their lives to America on 
foreign soil." 

The other monument is a concrete obelisk rising from a 
square base and supporting an eagle ato~~a globe. ·com­
memorating the lives of the twenty-five (25) Japanese­
Americans who died while being forced,to live in the camp, 
this obelisk is inscribed as follows: "May the people of 
Arkansas keep in beauty and reverence forever_ this ground 
where our bodies sleep." · 
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Arkansas Democrat, December 4, 1955; and April 15, October 21, 
1961. . . 

Arkansas Gazette, August 2, September 20, 1942; March 7, 1943; 
:October 15, 19£1~ November 16, 1969; February 1, 1970; 
and December 22, 1972. 

Arkansas History Commission. ~rchives,.Austin Smith Collection. 
Vickers,· Ruth Petway. "Japanese-American Relocation." Arkansas 

Historical Quarterly, X (Autumn, 1951)_,168-176. 
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STATE: 

NAME AND TITLE: 

~istoric Preservation Pr0gram c. 

Suite 1030 ·;- Plaza West, McKinley and Lee 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in-th,e National Register and certify that it has been 

P.Valuated accordiru?; to the c-ite ria and. procequ res Set 

forth by the National Park Serv1ce. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National IXJ State D. Local 0 

N 

Title State Historic Pre·serVatj·on 
Officer 

Da~ March 8, 1974 

TATE 
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the . 

National Register. 
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Director, i:Jifice. of Archeolojly and I;listoric _P~eservation 
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian I 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

·sPECIFIC DATE(S) (liApplicabla andKnown) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Aboriginal 

0 Prehistoric 

0 Historic 

0 Agriculture 

0 Architecture 

0 Art 

0 Commerce 

0 Communications 

0 Conservation 

1STATEMENT OF SiGNIFICANCE 

[] Educoti on 

0 Engineering 

0 Industry 

0 Invention 

0 Landscape 

Architecture 

0 Literature 

IZJ Military 

0 Music 

0 18th Century 

0 1.9th Century 

!XJ Political 

0 Religion/Phi. 

losophy 

0 Science 

0 Sculpture 

lXI Socia 1/Human-

itorion 

0 Theater 

0 Transportation 

IZJ 20th Century 

L 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other•(Specify) 

Following the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor on Decem­
ber 7, 1941, many Americans·, feared a Japanese invasion 
of Hawaii, and ultimately, the west Coast. The loyalty 
of all persons of Japanese ancestry was immediately 
questioned. The Japanese-American population was con­
centrated in the three (3) westernmost states, especially 
California. This concentration was viewed as a serious 
threat to American security. To check the Japanese 
"threat", the United States Government established ten 
( 10) isolated camps ·in the interior of the country 
for the·~Telocation. of Japanese-Americans. 

Executive Order No. 9102 issued by President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt on March 18, 1942, created the war Relocation 
Authority. This board established-assembly centers on 
the·west coast to which thos~ of Japanese ancestry were 
to report. Within seven (7) months most of the West 
coast Japanese-American;:? had been: loaded onto trains and. 
moved inland to these relocation centers. Two Arkansas 
camps, one at Jerome in Chi cot County and the other at. 
Rohwer in Desha County, housed almost 20,000 Japanese-­
Americans from 1942-1945. 

Construction of Rohwer Relocation Camp, ·the nation's 
easternmost relocation center, was initiated' on July 31, 
1942, under Director Ray D. Johnston. This 10,161 acre 
site included 500 acres of tar p9per buildings efficiently 
divided into blocks. Each block contained twelve b.arratks 
which housed approximately two hundred and fifty (250) 
people. The twenty (20~) foot x one hundred twenty (120') 
foot barrac~ buildings were each divided into six (6) 
apartments of different sizes. A cot, mattress and 
three ( 3) ·b-lankets were provided for each evacuee. 

Each block in the camp also contained a mess hall, laun­
dry and bath-toilet building. Two blocks were set ~side 
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8. Significance (Continued - Page 2) 

for schools, two.~locks for a hospital and three blocks 
for office buildings. The entire camp was surrounded by 
barbed wire fences and sentry towers. 

Almost two-thirds of the evacuee population at Rohwer were 
United states citizens. On March 11, 1943, the camp reached 
its peak population with 8,475 evacuee residents. During 
its three (3) years of operation two hundred seventy-four 
(274) men volunteered from the Rohwer Center for service in 
the United States Army. The high morale of the Rohwer camp 
was further marked by their publication of the Rohwer Trans­
mitter, a weekly news bu-lletin edited by Kinuko Oga. 

One of the evacuees maintained a personal diary during her 
stay at the Rohwer Relocation Center. Arriving on Octo-
ber 31, 1942, this woman recorded in her· diary: we "could 
see the points of the barbed wire fences with droplets of 
rain stuck on them. Camp looked like some regimented 
metropolis - orderly rows of lights, quite a sprawling 
village •.• We were herded off the cars - MP's grabbed our 
arms as we slipped into the soft mud." 

Though the American relocat.ion centers bore little resem­
blance to concentration camps, they were areas of enforced 
inhabitance. In spite of the living conditions, both the 
evacuees and the administrators endeavored to make camp 
life resembl~ normal life as much as possible. Buddhist 
and Christian religious groups were organized, parties and 
shows were held by the evacuees ,for- their own. entertainment­
~nd schools with evacuee teachers and Caucasian supervis~rs 
were opened. 

Federal policy in all relocation camps was that of segrega­
tion to separate the "loya~" from the "disloyal" evacuees. 
Such factors as study or travel in Japan, ability to speak 
Japanese, or the purchase of United States Savings Bonds 
were determinants in ascertaining the "loyalty" of Japanese­
Americans. If an evacuee was considered "loyal" he could 
be issued a work permit which allowed him to leave the camp 
for a specific destination in order to take a pre-arranged 
job. However, no·Japanese-Americans were allowed to return 
to California until World War II was ended. 
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According to camp director Ray Johnston, "The evacuees were 
never accepted at their true worth by the people of the 
state and the surrounding community." His overall reaction 
to the evacuees was that they were "just folks." Another 
administration official, Austin Smith, thought that the 
greatest difficulty at the center was a lack of qualified 
personnel to operate the facility. 

During its 1,170 days of opetation, the Rohwer camp housed 
over 10,000 persons. Despite the fact that §i~ty-five (65%) 
percent of the evacuees were American citizens, the govern­
ment felt that their ancestry was sufficient reaspn during 
this time of stress to cause their confinement. Near the·· 
end of the war, even before the Japanese surrender, the 
evacuees were graduallyallowed to leave the camp. The last 
group left on November 30, 1945, ·and the Rohwer Relocation" 
Camp was officially closed. 

The Rohwer Relocation Center represents a unique experience 
in American history. Though nine other such facilities ex­
isted in the central United States, the Rohwer Center site 
is especially s~gnificant because of the many physical 
remains. The cemetery and monuments, water tank, concrete 
foundations and several original buildings remain as tan­
gible evidence of the city that once stood in these southeast 
Arkansas fields. 
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