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The Paschal Todd Baker House is located in Carrollton, Kentucky, on the Ohio 
River, in the northwest section of the state. Carroll is a small county 
containing only 130 square miles,, and has a population of 8,523. Carrollton, 
the county seat, is situated halfway between Louisville and Cincinnati, and 
is a small manufacturing center. The basic 19th century town square plan, 
with the central courthouse, is extant here. Three sides of the square 
contain commercial buildings; the south side is made up of the few remaining 
residences, which face the courthouse.

The Baker house, situated on the southwest edge of the square, has a shallow 
setback and is placed on a slight rise facing the river. This two-story, 
brick residence was constructed in 1885. It is basically a simple pyramidal 
roofed structure, that is embellished by .superior Victorian detailing. A 
one-story, encircling verandah, with highly detailed gingerbread, is perhaps 
the jnost impressive exterior visual element of the house. The facade is 
given further emphasis by ornately paneled double doors, with a slight 
Gothic design (.see photos 1-3). (This influence is carried out in the 
interior, also.). Deeply cut brackets decorate the cornice, and galvanized 
hood .molds cap the window openings. A semi-octagonal bay projects from 
the east side of the house with a porch located in the angle behind 
(see photos 4 and 51.

A one^story, hipped roof, brick outbuilding, probably the original kitchen, is 
situated directly south of the main house. Segmental arches cap the window 
openings, and the original standing seam roof is extant (see photo 6).

The interior woodwork is given added importance by the use of rich walnut 
and cherry woods. Cherry was used for then&wel post and bannister in the 
entrance hall, which-is of high Victorian design. The main parlor shutters, 
as well as the door trim, throughout is; of walnut. Metal mantelpieces of 
similar Victorian design are displayed throughout the house.

The nominated area includes two structures: the main house and one outbuilding, 
and the lot under present ownership.
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One of few remaining Victorian structures on the Carrollton courthouse square, 
the Paschal Todd Baker House is an outstanding example of its style within 
the community. The exceptional craftmanship and superior Victorian detailing 
set this structure above others of its type in the city. ; .,,...

Constructed in 1885 by P. T. Baker, the house sits in the southwest corner 
of the Carrollton town square. It is a highly visible structure that is 
given emphasis by unusual woodwork and detailing. Of particular importance 
is the wrap-around porch which contains exquisitely detailed bargeboarding. 
The main entrance doors are deeply paneled, and exhibit a slight Gothic 
influence.

The interior doors are of walnut, while the newel and bannister are of cherry, 
each exhibiting a high Victorian desigij.,as do the original brass light 
fixtures and door hinges. Brightly colored ceramic floor tiles call attention 
to the metal mantel elements, which have exuberant designs.

P. T. Baker co-owne,d and operated a lumber yard in Carrollton in the late 
1800s. Most of the rich paneling and woodwork was probably obtained from his 
company.
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* Paschal Todd Baker House 
Property Identification Map 
Carrollton, Carroll Co,Ky.
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