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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Describe physical setting, general character, 
and architecturally significant structures). 

Three major s t r e e t s make up t h i s area: Waverly, Emerson, and Cypress. 
Waverly and Emerson contain a c o l l e c t i o n of mid and late V i c t o r i a n one 
and two family houses, ranging in s t y l e from Panel Brick to Georgian 
Revival. At the eastern end of Waverly Street is Emerson Garden, a 
s e m i - c i r c u i a r park and reminder of the time during which E l i j a h Emerson's 
house and out b u i l d i n g s were the only s t r u c t u r e s on an estate noted for i t s 
f i n e c o l l e c t i o n of trees and h o r t i c u l t u r a l specimens. The oldest house 
in the neighborhood is the southern p o r t i o n of 58-60 Waverly St r e e t , 
b u i l t in 1827 in the Greek Revival s t y l e by Amos Atkinson, a merchant. 
The house was enlarged, probably by S.A. Walker, developer of White 
Place and local autioneer, who l i v e d on Cypress Street. Waverly Street 
should be noted f o r i t s exceptional d i v e r s i t y of l 9 t h and early 20th cen­
tu r y s t y l e s , i n c l u d i n g Greek Revival, Mansardic, Panel Brock, Queen Anne, 
Stick Style i n f l u e n c e , and Colonial Revival. Noteworthy, too, are the 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Explain development of area, what caused i t , 
and how i t affected community; be specific). 

Cypress Street was l a i d out tn 1719 as a Town it-oad running from Watertown 
Road (Washington Street) i n t o the Sherburne Road Cnow Walnut Street) for 
the "convenience" of the people in the north part o f the Town going to 
meeting". I t was f i r s t known as the New Lane and was not renamed u n t i l 
1840. O r i g i n a l l y a narrow way extending through woods and bushes, the 
s t r e e t was widened in 1856 using land which was donated to the town by 
then-owner Moses Jones. 

iide of the s t r e e t , b,eing low and swampy due to the course of 
)e Brook which flowed near t h i s area, was subject to f l o o d i n g . 
)aght that during an e a r l i e r age, "there was a pond covering a l l 
/el ground on both sides of Cypress Street between Washington 
j Boylston S t r e e t . In attempts to drain i t in the early 1800s 
! stumps and beds of clam and other s h e l l s were found from six 
!t below the surface." During the widening in 1856, the land was 
to some three feet above the level of the road. 

f 18th Century, land along e i t h e r side of Cypress Street in t h i s 
,, ; area belonged to the Croft ( C r a f t ) and Davis f a m i l i e s ; i t remained in the 

> lands of those f a m i l i e s as well as the Clark family ( r e l a t e d to the Crofts 
through marri.Sge) through 1822. During the 1830s,^Moses Jones purchased 
land to the south of the Davis holdings and turned^portion of i t i n t o 
"one of the most productive f r u i t and vegetable farms of any in the 
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^ ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 

handsome foundations to be found at almost every Waverly Street address 

The section of Cypress St 
Washington Street to Davi 
t i e s , most of which appea 
set-back from the t r e e - l i 
m u l t i - f a m i l y s t r u c t u r e s w 
Second French Empire and 
b u i l t by Daniel Russell, 
Other houses which were n 
the same time p e r i o d , are 
Many are of a s i m i l a r sea 
asymmetrical massing, ped 
gable and hip r o o f s , deco 
The use of decorative shi 
u n d i l a t i n g types) is anot 
be seen on Waverly Street 

reet which runs south from i t s i n t e r s e c t i o n with 
s Avenue contains eighteen r e s i d e n t i a l proper-
red during the 1880's. With a b a s i c a l l y uniform 
ned s t r e e t , the m a j o r i t y of houses are l a r g e , 
hich were designed in v a r i a t i o n s of the l a t e 
Queen Anne s t y l e s . BecauseSeven of them were 
the u n i f o r m i t y becomes even more pronounced, 
ot b u i l t by Russell but date from approximately 
also l a r g e , rambling Queen Anne-type dwel l i n g s , 

le with s i m i l a r a r c h i t e c t u r a l features such as 
imented dormers, bay windows, large f r o n t porches, 
r a t i v e cornices, and f r i e z e s , and polygonal bays, 
ngles (staggered b u t t , imbricated f i s h scales, and 
her important feature and one which can also 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE 

v i c i n i t y . " Local lore states that was p a r t i c u l a r l y famous for the 
celery which he grew. Jones also purchased 27 acres of the swarpp land and 
described above, some of which was heavily timbered, for $4000. Having 
cleared and drained the land, he sold a great deal of i t s heavy oak t i m ­
ber to Boston s h i p b u i l d e r s . Jones also planted apple and peach orchards 

the south side of the h i l l between the Aspinwall and Blake holdings. on 

which once fronted Cypress S t r e e t , was b u i l t c. 1835 
Susan moved 

The Moses Jones house. 
The house and land were l e f t to Jones' son, Moses, whose widow 
the house to 23-5 Elm Street (once c a l l e d Jones Avenue) where i t stands 
today. In 1844, there were three houses along the east side of Cypress 
S t r e e t , but none along the west side. Owners of these homes, according 
to the 1844 map, were Moses Jones; S.A. Walker, a local autioneer and 
developer; and George Searle, whose daughter Lucy, a lady of "mach cu l t u r e 
and t a s t e " ran a boarding school for young ladies in one h a l f of the house. 

In 1855, a number of hou  
1874, two of the houses  
owned by James Seamans,  
Seamans was a Brookline  
Washington Place (now Da  
which was l a t e r replaced  
by Shepley, Rutan, and C  
ton S t r e e t ) . Horace Jam  
Undeveloped land at t h i s  
Russell f a m i l i e s . Russe  
part of the s t r e e t . ..By  
h aVe6^en demo 1 i sh^^^^£ 1 

ses stood on Cypress Place, now Stanton Road. By 
now standing had been b u i l t : #26 Cypress S t r e e t , 
and 34-36 Cypress S t r e e t , owned by Horace J-ames. 
V i l l a g e grocer who owned property on White Place, 
vis Avenue) and a wooden store on Washington Street 
by the large b r i c k commercial s t r u c t u r e designed 

oolidge in 188^which stands today. (#256 Washing-
es was a mason and a town selectman for 34 years. 
time belonged to the Jones, Seaver, C r a f t s i and 

11 would eventually b u i l d seven houses on t h i s 
1874 the other houses f r o n t i n g Cypress Street^which 
onged to John Sturtevant and the Crafts f a m i l y , 
t o I n v e n t o r y form at bottom 
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t, H i s t o r i c a l S i g n i f i c a n c e 

Number 5 8 - 6 0 W a v e r l y S t r e e t b e l o n g e d t o John S t u r t e v a n t i n 1874 and 
f r o n t e d C y p r e s s S t r e e t ; i t has been a l t e r e d s i n c e . 

The 1 8 8 0 ' s saw an i n c r e a s e i n b u i l d i n g a c t i v i t y i n c l u d i n g t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n 
o f t h e s e v e n R u s s e l l h o u s e s w h i c h were b u i l t b e t w e e n 1880 and 1 8 8 6 . 
A l t h o u g h i n 1884 t h e Jones p r o p e r t y was s t i l l i n t a c t , by 1888 n i n e h o u s e s 
had been c o n s t r u c t e d on p a r t o f t h e f o r m e r Jones f a r m ( f o u r houses on 
C y p r e s s S t r e e t , one on D a v i s A v e n u e , and f o u r on Elm S t r e e t ) , and by 1 8 9 6 , 
a l l o f t h e p r e s e n t h o u s e s , w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f #30 C y p r e s s S t r e e t , 
had been e r e c t e d . 

The 1880 ' s was a 1 so the de cade d u r i n g which El i j ah E me rson began t o •1 

de ve lop h i s h o l d i ngs. The land which he owned 1 oc a te d i n the lower 
h a l f of a t r i an g 1 e form ed by Wa sh i n g ^ o n , Cypre s s , an d Boy 1st on Stree t s , 
was 0 r i g i n a l l y pa r t of the 250 acre land g r a n t b e 1 on gi ng t o the Reve rend 
John C ot t on . By 1 746 i t be 1 on ge d t o the Davis f a m i 1 y i n whose hands i t 
rema i ned t h rough 1822 . By 1846 some of the Da V i ses ho I d i n g s had bee n 
s o l d t o E l i jah Em e rs on , a we a 11 hy merchant, d i r e c t 0 r 0 f the Second 
N a t i onal B a n k , an d p re s i de nt of the Middlesex H o rse Ra i l r o a d . Emers on ' s 
1846 house, s ubse quent 1 y a 11 e r e d and now l o c a t e d at 74 Davis Avenue, 
once stood i n the m i dd 1 e 0 f wh a t i s now the pa r k . 

E m e e s o n ' s p r o p e r t y s t r a d d l e ( 
P l a c e (now D a v i s A v e n u e ) as 
p a r t o f T h a y e r S t r e e t s . A t 
he owned e i g h t h o s l d i n g s , i r 
C d t t a g e , and f i v e r e n t a l p r ( 
t o t e n s t r u c t u r e s . Of t h e f 
# 5 3 - 5 5 D a v i s Avenue ( 1 8 8 4 ) : 
and 2 5 - 7 W a v e r l y ( 1 8 9 2 ) . 

the n 0 r th and south side s of Wa shi ngton 
w e l l a s what are now Eme r s on , W a ve r1y , a nd 
the t i me of the deve 1 opme n t of h i s land 
c 1 ud i n g h i s own home , a s t a b l e . c a r e t ake r ' s 
p e r t i e s . By 188S he had i n c r e a s e d h i s h 0 1 d i n g s 
ouse s wh i teh *' remain. E l i j a h Eme r son bui 1 t 
#16 Em erson ( 1 8 9 3 ) ; #28 E m erson (1894-5) 5 

H f t e r E m e r s o n ' s d e a t h * h i s t w o d a u g h t e r s , S a r ^ h D a v i s and M 
A r n o l d s o l d t w o a c r e s o f - t h e i t p f a m i ^ y ^ s e s t a t e ' t o t h e t o w n . 

««Ui«ed r a t e o f ' - ' $ ^5 i *®§0 . T h e h p u s e s on t h e l a n d were moved 
p r e s e n t l o c a t i o n s o f 72 D a v i s Avenue and 74 W h i t e P l a c e , an 
a c r e s became a p a r k . 

•r' ' ^ • ' • 
A number of the houses in t h i s area were b u i l t before bull d 
were issued, consequently the a r c h i t e c t s are unknown. Thos 
design homes in t h i s area were Arthur Bowditch (79 Cypress 
a r c h i t e c t of the Stoneholm on Beacon Street. ; F. Manton Wak 
Emerson, 29 Thayer, 25-7 and 33-35 Waverly, 155 Davis, and 
who worked i n the o f f i c e of H.H. Richardson and l i v e d at th 
Cypress Street and Walnut S t r e e t ; and Charles Rutan, partne 
of Shepley, Rutan and Coolidge, successors to Richardson, 
a parcel of land from Emerson and b u i l t his home and c a r r i a 
109-111 Davis Avenue as well as two houses on Elm St r e e t . 

•P'S . T. S. 
at , fc b e dr e -
t o the i r 
d the two 

ing permits 
e who did 
St.-1895), 
e f i e l d (22 
151 Davis) 
e corner of 
r in the f i r m 
Rutan bought 
ge house at 

F i r s t owners of homes in the area included men who worked in Broo k l i n e ,  
. • i* Staple t o I n v e n t o r y form at bottom 
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such as James Seamans , H o r a c e J a m e s , and D r . K i t t r 
A l e x i s F r e n c h , t own e n g i n e e r f r o m 1894 and 1915 an 
F r e d e r i c k Law O l m s t e d . M i l t o n R e y n o l d s , a c a r p e n t 
c o n s t r u c t e d 3 3 - 5 W a v e r l y S t r e e t and w o r k e d f r o m h i 
K e n t S t r e e t . I s a a c P a i n e , who b u i l t 36 W a v e r l y St 
P a i n e B r o t h e r s , a h a r d w a r e s t o r e i n n e a r b y H a r v a r d 
b r o t h e r b u i l t #28 Emerson S t r e e t . A c r o s s t h e s t r e 
owned by G . P . J o h n s o n who f i s h m a r k e t was l o c a t e d 
on W a s h i n g t o n S t r e e t , w h i l e John S h i e l d s ( 4 7 Waver 
f i s h i n g t a c k l e a t 1 1 6 - 8 C y p r e s s S t r e e t . D a v i d Ken 
B r o t h e r s , " S t o v e s , T i n w a r e , e t c " , on W a s h i n g t o n St 
W a v e r l y . O t h e r owne rs w o r k e d i n B o s t o n , and many 
m e r c h a n t s i n t h e d i r e c t o r i e s . John S t u r t e v a n t who 
W a v e r l y S t r e e t and e v e n t u a l l y b u i l t 4 2 - 4 4 C y p r e s s 
on W a v e r l y , was t h e owner o f one o f t h e o l d e s t as 
woo l m a n u f a c t u r i n g f i r m s i n t h e c o u n t r y . 

e d g e , as w e l l as 
d a p p r e n t i c e t o 
e r and b u i l d e r , 
s o f f i c e a t 65 
r e e t , was a p a r t n e r 

Square. Pa i ne ' s 
e t was ff37, f i r s t 
i n t h e G u i l d ' s B l o c k 
l y ) , m a n u f a c t u r e d 
r i c k o f K e n r i c k 
r e e t , owned #53 7. 
were i d e n t i f i e d as 

l i v e d a t 5 8 - 6 0 
as w e l l as two h o u s e s 
w e l l as t h e l a r g e s t 

1 n 

The g r o w t h o f t h i s n e i g h b o r h o o d c o i n c i d e d w i t h t h e g r o w t h o f t h e B r o o k l i n e 
V i l l a g e c o m m e r c i a l a r e a as we know i t t o d a y . A c c e s s i b i l i t y t o t h e a r e a 
as w e l l as t h e n e a r b y c i v i c c e n t e r and p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n were u n ­
d o u b t e d l y i m p o r t a n t f a c t o r s i n d e t e r m i n i n g t h e r e s i d e n t i a l d e s i r a b i l i t y 
o f t h e n e i g h b o r h o o d . For t h e most p a r t , t h e h o u s e s have r e m a i n e d 
d i n t a c t and t h e c o n s i d e r a b l e amount o f r e n o v a t i o n and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n 
work now i n e v i d e n c e i n d i c a t e s t h e o n g o i n g a p p e a l o f t h e a r e a as a 
r e s i d e ' n t i a l c o m m u n i t y . 

The Cypress/Emerson area meets NR criteria A and C, being a neighborhood whose 
development reflects the growth of the Town, particularly during the period 
following the Civil War and whose houses are fine examples of mid to late 
Victorian domestic architecture, with special emphasis on,the late mansard 
and Queen Anne styles. .j?: ' " • -• 

Stap l e to I n v e n t o r y form at bo t tom 



CYPRESS/EMERSON DISTRICT - AREA P 
PAGE TWO 

c.1850s 

MAP# ADDRESS , DATE ARCHITECT ORIGINAL OWNER STATUS 

P-36 48-50 Waverly St. 1887 Unknown '' . John Sturtevant c 
P-17 53 Waverly St. 1895 B.W. Neal - George Boynston c 
P-16 57 Waverly St. 1875 Unknown David Kenrick 

P-37 58-60 Waverly St. 1827; Unknown > Amos Atkinson; c 
Samuel A. Walker 



CYPRESS/EMERSON DISTRICT - AREA P 

MAP# ADDRESS DATE ARCHITECT , , ORIGINAL OWNER STATUS* 

21-5 Cypress St. 1925 Richardson,Barrat&Richardson Mrs. Arthur W. Blake C 
P-15 26 Cypress St. 1872 Unknown James Seamans C 

^30 Cypress St. 1932 Private Plans \ Nathan Sklaver NC 
P-1 31 Cypress St. 1887 Unknown Alexis French C 

P-14 34-6 Cypress St. 1874-•5 Unknown Horace James C ,5 
P-2 35 Cypress St. 1884 Unknown ,• Alexis French C 

P-3 39-41 Cypress St. 1880 Unknown Daniel W. Russell c 
P-13 42-4 Cypress St. 1892 Unknown John Sturtevant c 
P-4 47-9 Cypress St. 1881 Unknown Daniel W. Russell C . i 

P-12 54 Cypress St. 1885 Unknown George Carpenter c '7:.: 
P-11 62-4 Cypress St. 1887 Unknown Daniel W. Russell •̂' ;r 

- • 
69 Cypress St. 1882 Unknown Francis B. Hayes <j ] 

P-10 70-2 Cypress St. 1886 Unknown Daniel W. Russell 

76 Cypress St. 1886 Unknown Daniel W. Russell C 

P-7 79 Cypress St. . 1895 Arthur Bowditch J5eseph Kittredge C 

83 Cypress St. 1896 Unknown T.F. Baxter c 
P-9 86 Cypress Rt. 1885--6 Unknown Daniel W. Russell c 
P-26 53-5 Davis Avenute 1884 Unknown ' , E l i j a h Emerson c 
P-28 109-111 Davis Avenue 1889 Charles Rutan ' Charles Rutan c 

151 Davis Avenue 1894 F.M. Wakefield Lewis Keiffer c 
P-27 Emerson Garden 1907 Alexis French Town of Brookline c 
P-29 6-8 Emerson Street 1922 Harry Ramsay Elizabeth Greenwood NC 

P-30 16 Emerson Street 1893 Olin Cutter E l i j a h Emerson C 

P-31 22 Emerson Street 1896 F.M. Wakefield . .Joseph Meader C 

P-32 28 Emerson Street 1894-•5 Unknown Emerson Estate;- NC 

P-33 34 Emerson Street 1897 Unknown * George Bray C 

P-5 3 Gorham Avenue 1880 Unknown Daniel W. Russell C 

P-23 29 Thayer Street 1893 F.M. Wakefield ? M.F. Reynolds C 

P-25 11 Waverly Street 1889 Unknown Louisa Graves C 

P-24 19 Waverly Street 1894 Unknown Ju l i a O'Dell c 
P-22 25-7 Waverly Street 1892 . F.M. Wakefield ' El i j a h Emerson c 
P-21 33-5 Waverly Street 1897 F.M. Wakefield M.Fi Reynolds c 
P-34 36 Waverly Street 1892 • Brewan i Isaac Paine c 
P-20 37 Waverly Street 1889 Rand and Taylor !' A. Marion Johnson c 
P-19 41-3 Waverly Street 1875; 78 Unknown CH, and Elizabeth James c 

P-35 44-6 Waverly Street 1887 Unknown •.f John Sturtevant c 
P-18 47 Waverly Street 1882 Unknown John Shields c 

* C - Contributing Property; NC -- Non-•Contributing Property 
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Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Ciassification 

Category Ownership 
Public Aoqultltlon 

Stitut 
Aceettible 

Pretent Ute 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 
CD good 
• feir 

r n deteriorated 

CD ruint 
CH unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 
altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if ftnown) physical appearance 

C ! summary paragraph 
• completeness t ' , • 
• clarity L ' -
CD alterations/integrity v 
• dates 
CD boundary selection ^ * 
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8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Checl( and justify below 

Specific dates * " ' Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

£ . / * i : , 'it 

W •••'''-• 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness 
• clarity •^•' 
• applicaBre criteria 
• justification of areas chedced 
• relating significance to the resource 
• context 
• relationship of integrity to significance 
• justification of exception 
• other 
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• •.::fi:j.h^ fi fir - " " 

f-% fi- . h »:.f 

9. (Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

•.);,, ; <.•••'••' 
-'•^V r--' • • 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification # • 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state it: 

national state local 

.... •- :4: 'fi. 
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State Historic Preservation Officer signature " , . 
t-
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^ '' ' ̂  .- 'Ivî .V,;-' V' 

title date 

13. Other 

• Maps ".•'..' 
• Photographs ^-v' 
• other " ,'* * • 
Questions concerning this nnminatinn may hn riir»trfui 

SignnH n«t« _ Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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BECOVED 

Serge M. Blinder 
1»1 Cypress Street 
Brookline, MA 0211»6 

June 21, 1985 

Massaohusetts Historical Coiimiission 
80 Boylston Street 

Boston, MA 02116 ' fi-

Attn: Valerie A, Talmjige 

Dear Ms. Talmage: 

I enjoyed your presentation the other night. This letter will 
confirm my desire for my property at 41 Cypress Street, 
Brookline, to be listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

Sincer 

Sergff M, Blinder 
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RECEIVED 
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Ci^k)^\ 

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary of State ^. . 

Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary ' . . : 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Valerie A. Talmage 
Executive Director • J u l y 1 0 , 1985 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

Ms. Frances G. Corcoran 
35 Cypress Street 
Brookline, MA 02146 

-Re: Objection to listing of 35 Cypress Street, Brookline, MA on the National . 
Register --"r^ 

Dear Ms. Frances: 

Your letter of July 2, 1985 was not a notarized objection to the listing 
of 35 Cypress Street, Brookline on the National Register of Historic Places. 
Your objection cannot be accepted unless it is notarized. If you wish your 
objection to be noted, you must submit a notarized objection to this office. : ̂ r̂rr-
Please feel free to call if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

ik^Oih 
Kevin C. McLean 
Legal Counsel 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

so Boylston Street. Hoslon. M:iss;iL-husctts tlZl i M d l " ' ) 7:7-S4''() 


