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Tay 1 or was returned the victor in the election of TB48>; o^feati ng the * lemo- 
crati c nominee » Lewi s Cass s and hi s running mate, Will iam- Ov^|utliir> wtth 47 .2 : 
percent of ^fche vote; He was inaugurated; on March 5 ; 1849 .-; Uiiteno!inch to be ffon- 
partisan, PresltJieirt Tay lor soon took it as his duty to bui% up r the Whig Rarty 
by means of patronage, -

Taylor's most perplexing problem was the status of the rie^^ 
territory. When Gongress: met in December 1849, Southern representatives opposed 
Tayl or 's proposal for statehood f or CaTrf orriia , whi ch had prphibited slavery. In 
other areas , al s^Oy his administration was ^running into trouble r Wi^ Secretary of 
War, George Wv Grawford, was accused of ̂ benefitting f inancia^ly by successfully 
using his of ficial position to pursue a claim before Secretary of the Treasury 
William M, Meredith. Deeply hwm^
determined to reorganize his Cabinet^ Before he could do so> other events in­ 
tervened.

On Myf4 > 1S5(^^ the 65-year-old Tayl osr spent hours in the hot sun during 
I ndependence D^ cerernoni es ̂ at the base of the Washing tonmonumettt. Upron h^ts 
return to ^he^ tote Mous^Wef^
or both while xltoiing icett mil k and water/ Shortly thereafter*; he was stricken 
with gastroenteritis , the Symptoms of which quickly became acute. On the night 
of July 9V Taylor^died. : '^^ L ^-^'- :^ : '-''^- :^^/^'-^-
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KENTUCKY HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY
Countv Mul-fciole Resrmree Area

JF-528

i. Historic Name u) Zachary Taylor National Cemetery/ 
Taylor Burial Ground 

original owner Cpj.. RJcJiard Tavlor
* Present Name

Zacharv Tavlor National Cemetery
3. Owner's Name

United States of America
4. owner's Address Veterans Administration, National 

Cemetery Svstem f Washington. B.C.
°c*ton 4701 Brownsboro Road, Louisville, Ky.

6. Open to Public 7. Visible from road 8. Ownership 
Yes X NO Yes X No Private _

9. Local Contact/Organization Local _
Jefferson County Office of state __ 
Historic Preservation Federal H

10. Site Plan with North Arrow Bll L88

Lot 88 of Block 11/15 acre 
cemetery

11. Architect
Unknown

12. Builder
Unknown

13. Date
1926-1928

14. Styla ^^
Unknown I II

15. Original Use
National Cemetery

16. Present Use
National Cemetery

17. Condition I I I 

Interior Excellent 

Exterior Excellent

22. ADD/County
Jefferson/ JeJ'ferson "^]

23. Zoning Classification 
Magisterial District

24. U.S. G. S. Quadrant (15775')
Jeffersonville, Indiana

25 UTM Reference

pita \'A t1 h? |AJc H t b
Zone Eastina Northing

26. Prehistoric Site 
Historic Site X 

Building
27. District Yes 

Name:

Object 

Structure

No

28. Significance Evaluation

29. Status
National Landmark __
National Register
Landmark Certificate __
Kentucky Survey _~
Local Landmark
HABS/HAER

30. Theme
primarv Military
Secondary PolitJCfi 

Other

31. Endangered

Date

c 1977

/Govern­
ment

Yes 

No X

32.
18. Description
The Zachary Taylor National Cemetery includes 
approximately 16.43 acres of land. Within the 
boundaries of the cemetery is the Taylor family 
graveyard. President Zachary Taylor (1784-1850) 
is buried outside the area of the family grave­ 
yard in a tomb erected in 1926. His original 
burial tomb is still inside the family cemetery. 
Also within the cemetery ______ (SEE NEXT PAGE)

19. History
The site of the Zachary Taylor National Cemetery 
was once part of Col. Richard Taylor 1 s farm, 
MSpringfields, M where he settled in the late 
1700s. President Zachary Taylor lived at Spring- 
fields as a child. Some years after his death 
1850, his body was brought back to Kentucky and 
buried in the family graveyard. 
By 1879 the farm had passed out (SEE NEXT PAGE)

ATTACH 

PHOTO

Picture No. 

Direction

33. Tape No. Negative No.

34. Prepared by:

20. Significance
The Zachary Taylor National Cemetery includes 
the burial site of Zachary Taylor, 12th President 
of the United States, who also served in the U.S. 
Army for 40 years with distinguished service in

the Black Hawk War (1832), the Seminole War
flSSOs"), and the Mexican War (SEE NEXT PAGE) se.oate 28 September 1979

Mary Jean Kinsman 
Researcher

35. organization Jefferson County Office 
of Historic Preservation

21. Source of Information 37. Revision Dates 38. Staff Review
Thatcher, Hon. Maurice H. Speeches in the 
House of Representatives, 16 February 1925 and 
28 June 1926. (SEE NEXT PAGE) #80



18. continued

boundaries are a stone residence for the superintendent and 
auxiliary buildings erected in the late 1920s.

19. continued

of the Taylor family. The Commonwealth of Kentucky purchased 
a one-half acre plot adjacent to the family graveyard and a 
narrow tract leading from the site out to Brownsboro Road. 
In 1881 the Commonwealth erected a granite monument on the 
site. However neither the State nor Federal government main­ 
tained the burial site.

In the 1920s a movement, headed by Congressman Maurice H. 
Thatcher of Kentucky and the Louisville Outdoor Art League, 
was begun to have the Taylor burial site acquired and main­ 
tained by the Federal government as part of a national cemetery 
In 1926 the two small tracts acquired by the Commonwealth 
were transferred to the Federal government. A new tomb was 
constructed and the remains of President Taylor and his wife 
were rexnterred in this vault. In 1927 the surrounding 15 
acres of land were purchased by the Commonwealth and in 1928 
this land was transferred to the Federal government upon the ( 
establishment, by Act of Congress, of the Zachary Taylor 
National Cemetery.

20. continued 

which ended in 1848.

21. continued

Jefferson County (KY) Deed Books

25. UTM Reference

A. 16/618720/4237080
B. 16/618500/4237440
C. 16/618620/4237540
D. 16/618840/4237180

Midpoint = 16/618680/4237300
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