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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

TRe Finldy Alison house is located several miles west of Piney Flats
near the Sullivan and Washington county lines. It is set in a
well-manicured yard. Directly behind it is the extensive greenhouse
operation belonging to the same owner.

The house is a story and a half brick structure with a raised
basement. The framing and location of the openings are original.
Urusual for the area are the interior chimneys and the cornice
with its punched detail. Bracket trim on the front porch suggests
that the porch was added in the 1870's or 1880's. More recently; -
a small back wing and porch were added, and modern ornamental iron
window boxes placed under the front windows.

The interior plan of the house consists of a central hall with a
stairway to the upper story. To one side of the hall is a single
room the depth of the house. Dominating the room is a mantelpiece
carved with a covered Grecian-inspired vase in the center. To the
other side of the hall are two small rooms, now a kitchen and a
bedroom, the latter with a fireplace. The basement has a large
fireplace which may have served as the original kitchen.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The small, compact Finlay Alison house is important archi-
tecturally because both its form and its woodwork are
exceptional for the area. Two details, the interior chimneys
and the cornice, show a striking similarity to another unusual
house in Sullivan County, the ornamental brick house.

The present owners who are descendants of the probable builder,
Finlay Alison, claim the house was built in 1811. No written
documentation could be located to substantiate that date. The
Alison family were early settlers in the area who became promi-
nent and prosperous figures, as evidenced by the fact that two
of the most architecturally significant structures in Sullivan
County are early Alison homes.




Conversation with owner,

Mrs.Mary Alison, May, 1972.
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