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The Tudor Revival mansion built for Frank S. Doernbecher c. 1903 occupies a sizable 
parcel in the Irvington district on Portland's East Side. The neighborhood is character­ 
ized by stately homes laid out on a conventional grid pattern, which is protected from 
high-speed through traffic by perimeter street off-sets. The parking strip surrounding 
three sides of the Doernbecher property is lined with 27 mature maples. The latter con­ 
tribute to general park-like setting of the fashionable residential neighborhood developed 
in the first decades of the 20th century. Subsidiary structures on the property are a 
gazebo and a detached carriage house.

The house is essentially rectangular in plan. It has a porte-cochere, entrance 
porch, and several bays and projections; and it is capped by a hipped roof with gablets, 
dormers and slightly bell cast overhanging eaves. The 2%-story house is of frame con­ 
struction atop a basement of coursed basalt. Exterior walls are clad with cedar shingles, 
and gable ends are finished with stucco and decorated with "half timbering" in the tra­ 
dition of the Tudor Revival. Also in keeping with the Tudor mode are the massive brick 
chimney stacks suggesting clustered flues, diapered leaded window panes, a pointed-arched 
window or two, and wide, beaded vergeboards.

The Doernbecher House is noted for its exceptionally fine wood paneling with decora­ 
tion believed to have been hand-carved under the supervision of Doernbecher himself at 
the Doernbecher furniture plant. The interior layout is typical of stately homes in this 
mode and includes the traditional richly paneled entry hall with elaborate staircase and 
built-in settle, formal dining room, library, and main parlor, wherein liberal use is 
made of bay window seats giving a vantage point overlooking the grounds.

Typically, the focal point of the main parlor, or living room is a burled mahogany 
chimney piece with ceramic tile surround, bracketed mantelpiece and overmantel paneling. 
Soffits of the mantel's large console brackets are leaf-carved and are representative of 
special features upon which customized craftsmanship, indeed, may have been lavished. 
Overall, the vocabulary of ornament used on the woodwork is classical and includes egg- 
and-dert moldings, Composite column and pilaster capitals and so on. Wainscoting in 
the library and dining room is of Siberian Oak. Five large bedrooms on the second floor 
are finished more simply with birch. The uppermost story contains three more bedrooms.

It is reported that the Doernbechers were accustomed to entertaining leading lights 
of opera and theater who happened to be appearing in Portland. The present owners have 
lately revived the artistic events. Last May, the household handily received the entire 
cast of the Portland Opera Association production of "Meistersinger von Nurenburg." The 
house is regularly used for small piano and chamber ensemble recitals.
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The Frank S. Doernbecher House is significant to Portland as a choice, intact example 
of Tudor Revival archited^fri a fashionable residential district on the city's East. Side. 
The property is important to the city and the state as a whole as the dwelling pr¥ce°!itff 
Oregon's noted philanthropists. The Doernbecher Memorial Hospital for Children in Portland 
serves a broad geographic area; its name and reputation have been widely known for 50 years,

Frank Silas Doernbecher (1861-1921), a native of Wisconsin, learned the trade of 
furniture making under the direction of his father, Silas Doernbecher--a political exile 
from Germany. In 1888, young Doernbecher made his way to the West Coast, settling in 
Tacoma, Washington, where he organized the Doernbecher Furniture Company. Following some 
intervening years spent in Chehalis, he came to Oregon in 1900 and established the 
Doernbecher Manufacturing Company in Portland. His became one of the largest furniture 
manufactories in the country.

Doernbecher was a leading citizen of Portland. Characteristically, he specified in 
his will that one quarter of his estate was to be used for charity to the benefit of the 
people of the community and the state. The charity was to be selected by his children. 
Thus, in the 1920s, $200,000 was given toward the building and equipping of the Doernbecher 
Memorial Hospital for Children; operating funds were gathered from different sources, and 
furnjsliji$srt werfiQ p|ir#^^ The hospital, expanded not long 
aftit W^wftW free-of-charge and on a partial 
or fullrpaying basis patients ranging in age from infancy to sixteen. Now furtherincorpor- 
atetkc'T1lrte roulti-various facilities of the University of Oregon Health Sciences Center, 
the/Is sVnl supported by Doernbecher Foundation.

The current owners acquired the subject property in 1976 from the third generation 
of Doernbechers to occupy the house. The new owners have since upgraded plumbing and 
wiring in the house; they have reshingled the roof and replaced gutters and downspouts; 
rebuilt porch rails; and scraped and re-painted the exterior. The general improvement 
of the property has entailed cleaning the interior and making minor repairs. All finish 
work is in excellent, unaltered condition.
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