


7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

X excel | ent det eriorat ed unal tered X original site
good ruins N oaltered noved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The 1876 Howard Block is located on Main Street in downtown Brockton across the street
fromthe City Hall (NR. Itisafour story, seven bay wde block constructed of red
brick with brownstone lintels and sills \Alich are surnounted by a consol e bracket ed,
sheet netal comice. The brownstone lintels are articulatedby incised floral ornanments
and the consol e brackets are highlighted with acanthus decoration. Tw elongated brick
panel s forman additional horizontal elenment between the top floor windows and the comi ce.

The use of these materials and motifs is repeated in the adjoining Lynan Bl ock whichis
stylistically simlar to the Howard Block and also erected in 1876.  Together, they con-
stitute half of the Main Street block between H gh Street and Legi on Parkway.

Granite quoins, which visually delineate the separation of the Howard Bl ock fromthe Lynan
Bl ock, also indicate the existence of a party wall between them These granite quoins, which
are repeated at the other comer of the Howard Bl ock, enfrane its facade. Ganite col ums
were originally used on the first floor in conjunction with large, plate glass storefronts.

Al terations

The facade of the Howard Bl ock remained intact until the 1900's when the owner renoved

the center bays and replaced themwith a wood and glass (pier and spandrel) curtain wall.
This type of facade was conventional at that time and was considered nore appropriate for
the Howard Bl ock's new function as a fumture showoom B 1978, when the Howard Bl ock
becane the property of the Brockton Redevel opnent Authority, the curtain wall ws severely
deteriorated and was boarded up and painted turquoise. The first floor granite col ums
had g(rja4ua||y been repl aced by steel columms but the configuration of the storefronts re-
mai ned" intact.

In 1979, during the course of adapting the upper floors of the Howard Block for elderly
housi ng, the beans and boards of the curtain wall were renoved and a red brick facade wvas
laidup with a wide central bay and six flanking bays. The design of the original brown-

stone lintels and sills was also recreated. However, the original configuration of the

sash lias not been recreated and the wndows are al | basically fixed pane with hopper

bel ow except for the wider central bay whichis 22
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