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The Carnegie Library Building is a rectangular, hip-roofed brick 
building located across from the Carroll County Courthouse in the 
center of the town of Carroll. The building is 60' by 38'6", and 
sits on a lot measuring 78' by 66'. The library is constructed of 
dark reddishbrick with white sandstone trim. Carved stone panels 
are located under high, narrow double-hung sash windows; a stone 
cornice, directly under the roof, is engraved with names of famous 
writers. The roof is made of clay tile.

While the low planter-wall in front of the building is laid in 
American or stretcher bond, the walls of the library itself are 
laid in Liverpool bond. The arches over tb.a basement windows 
consist of triple rows of headers. A double row of headers located 
directly under the first floor stone panels creates a stringcourse. 
The two sets of triple windows on the main floor are recessed 
slightly.

The central doorway area is shielded by a roof made of clay tile. 
A triple row of headers creates a circular arch over the door. 
Another prominent feature of this area of the building are the 
massive stone brackets which support the roof over the doorway.

The main floor is divided by the central entrance and "rotunda"
into two large areas, a book room with library offices at the
rear, and reading room. The basement is divided by a central hallway
into storage on one side and a children's library on the other.
The interior has not been altered, except for the placement of a
stairway to the basement to the right of the entrance.

The Carroll County Historical Society has plans to take over the building 
and create a museum. Due to urban renewal in Carroll, many of the 
older buildings in town have been demolished. The library is thus, 
one of the few structures remaining from the town's past.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Carroll Carnegie Library exhibits strong Prairie School influ­ 
ence in its design, particularly in the roof extension and in the 
use of strong horizontal and vertical lines. Also of interest is 
the division of the front facade into three distinct sections, and 
the repetition of the "tryptich" motif in the window arrangement.

Many small towns with few financial resources, such as Carroll, 
were assisted by Andrew Carnegie to create the sort of libraries 
they would otherwise have been unable to have. His generosity 
encouraged the accumulation and use of intellectual resources, 
and sustained the belief that knowledge should be readily accessible 
to all.
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