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LOCATIOM AND SETTING: '

This cenal lock sfructure is located midway of the Sonco River as it
flows south between.long Lake on the north and Sebago Lake on the south.
This river area lies within the town of Naples,which is 27 miles northwest
of Portland, 22 miles southwest of Lewiston and 20 miles east of the New

Hampshire Border,in Cumberland County. The sefting is rural. The Songo
River is a slow moving stream which meanders south from Long Lake's Bay of
Naples for six miles until it enters Sebago Lake, an overland distance of

| 3/4 miles.Crookad River joins the Songo downstream of the Songo Lock.
Scenes along this Songo River are idyllic. The traveler, once oriented in
Naples village, would proceed east on U. S. Rte. 302 for 3 miles. At this
point he would proceed in a southwesterly dt.ecflon on @ side road for I3
miles arriving at the Songo Lock. :

CONSTRUCT ION AND MATERIALS:

This canal lock was built in 1830 ornglnally of stone masonry with two .

wooden gates, each in two sections. The site of the lock was at a point
where thé river width from Bank to bank was 80'. The builders at that site
first built an artificial island o1 stone masonry, filled with rubble, whic
was 170' long, 25' wide, and midway of the river. On the north side of this
island and to the river bank a small dam with a flood gate was built. A
second- temporary dem was then made from the south side of the island fo the

- south bank. The flood gate was opened on the first dam, the river water

being diverted away from the construction area. Tne lock built of Stone -
masonry was 90' long and 26' wide with gates near each end. Water control
valves were builf into the masonry on the south side of the lock, controlled
by wooden gates. Upon the completion of the lock system, the temporary dam
was removed. The flood gate of the small dam closed and the river water the
passed through the lock. (See conTinuafion sheef for a plan of fhe old
Songo Lock. Loy

This Songo Lock was rebuulf in 1911 by the Sebago lmprovemen+ Company
who altered the original design by increasing the length of the lock between
the gates to 110' ard the width to 28'. Iron gates replaced the wooden gate
of the control veives of the lock. The stone masonry was then taced with
concrete.

The Songo Lock is in constant use from late Spring through the fall.
This Songo River, Sebago and Long Lake Region, enjoys a great summer tourist
trade and the Sonco Lock itself is a joy to the boat enthusiast. The Songo
Lock is associatea with and adjacent to Sebago Lake State Park, the Iargesf
in tThis state.
POTENTIAL THREAT: None

The Songo Lock is maintained by the State Park and Recreaf;on Commissiop.

During the tourist season attendants are on duty to assist boaters Travellng
alonc this historic and enjoyable river and lake system. - The Songo Lock is

in excellent condition. It has been time tested and no recorded flooding ha
ever done more than damage gates which are readily replaceable.

S « - >

h

SNOILDONY LS NI

335

-




RN

INSTRUCTILONS

SEE

[& SIGHIFICANCE

4

PERIOD (Check Onv or More as Appropriate) . . .
) Pre-Columbion! 3 16th Century [ 18th Century O 20th Century

[ 15th Century O 17th Century . X 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1030
AREAS OF BIGNIFICANCE (Check Onc or ore as Appropriate)
Aboriginal 0 Education O Political 0J Urben Planning
O3 Prehistoric £ Engineering {J Religion/Phi. 03 Other (specity)
O Historic O tndustry losophy
O Agricultore [ Invention [ Science
[ Architecture {3 Londscape O Sculpture
O Are Architecture O Social/Humon-
(3} Commerce [ Literature itarian
[J Communicoations [ Milisory [ Theater
[0 Conservation 3 Music Transportation

I|STAT EMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

BACKGROUND :

Ore hundred and forty years ago the first boat traveled on the Cumberla
and Oxford Canal which had been built over a five-year period at a cost of

1$206,000, and extended 20 miles from Portland to Sebago Lake and, via a lock

on the Songo river, to Harrison at the head of Long Lake.

The geographic conditions here were well suited fo a canal, and as

early as 1791, a company was chartered to build one.

~The Presumpscot River. drained two chains of lakes and ponds which
reached far info the interior whose rich forests and farm lands were still
largely unexplonfed :

Roads at this time were poor or non-existent so that a canal link to
Sebago, supplemented by locks and short pieces of canal befween adjoining
bodies of water, would offer most of the Cumberland and Oxford counties area
efficient low cost water transportation and speed the development of the
area.

in 1821 the Cumberland and Oxford Cznal Corporaflon was chartered by The
Maine Legislature.

When the sale of stock and the proceeds from a lottery did not suceed
in raising sufficient capital, the Legislature authorized the chartering of
the Canal Bank stipulating that one-fourth of the bank's capital be invested
in canal stock.

But even this was not enough to complete the construction of The canel,

It was on the first of June, 1830, when the first boat journeyed up the cana
trom Portland.

The handsomely decorated passenger craft, '"George Washington,'" carried
a group of dignitaries up the marvelous "ditch" dug with pick and shovels
by hard-working Irish immigrants, fthrough 28 locks which raised the boats
248 feet from tide level to the lakes. -
- It crossed over the wooden aqueduct which carried the canal across the
Little River in Gorham, and wnet into Sebago Lake. ‘
The canal enabled farmers, lumbermen, manufacturers and merchants 7o
ship or receive goods from Portland cheaply, swiftly and efficiently.
The 1830's and 1840's were successful years for the canal, but by the
middle of the century & cloud appeared on the horizon.
The York and Comberland and the Atlantic and St. Lawrence railroads
jrere completed and cut off some of the commerce which had previously cone by
the canal. This loss in freight combined with increasing costs of upkaep
for repair of the woodan locks and bridges of the 20-year old canal cut reve
and profit.

and the bank Took three mortgages on’ the company before the work was finished.
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The C & C cantinued to operate with This reduced fraffic and increased
overhead for another 20 years, but in 1870, the Portland and Ogdensbury Rail-
road was completed to Sebago Lake, paralleling the canal all the way from
Portland. The canal had revolutionized transportation in 1830, but 40 years
later, it could not compete with the railroad.

For the next few years the cenal, while still intact, was used to carry
floating logs fo saw mills. |In 1896 the S. D. ‘Varren Paper Company purchased
the water rights and the canal ceased to be. At a later point the lock was
again sold to the Sebago Lake Improvement Company.

JHE SONGO LOCK: ' '

This 1830 canal lock was rebuilt in 1911 by the Sebago Lake Improvement
Company. This was done for water level control. However, this function did
not exclude boating and for all these years river travel here has been con-
tinued and enjoyed. In 1959 the Sebago Lake Improvement Company deeded the
Songo Lock property to the State of [Maine. Some §15,000 has been spent by the
State Park and Recreation Commission in order to simplify the operation of the
lock, so that today a boater can approach, enter, change the water level and
pass Through the Songo Lock with a physical effort reduced to a minimum. The
Songo Lock is today a fifting reminder of the Cumberland and Oxford Canal and
of an age in transportation that has past.
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National Register.
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Lawrence Stuart

Title Director
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