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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Frank Boutin Jr. house was built in 1908• It is a two-and-one- 
half story house built with materials differentiated carefully by 
level. The foundation is of rock-faced brownstone ashlar indigenous 
to the area, as are column pedestals and stairways at this level. 
The first floor has beige brick with smooth brownstone trim. The 
second floor has narrow clapboards. The attic story is shingled.

The house is typical of the rambling and complicated Queen Anne 
tradition stylistically* The mass is picturesque with a round, 
three-story tower at the southeast corner of the house overlooking 
the town and Lake Superior below. A rambling porch on the south and 
east facades of the house has paired, fluted Ionic columns resting 
on square brownstone pedestals. These columns are trebled and ar 
ranged in a "L"-shaped plan at the 90* corners. The roof has com 
plex intersecting gables with pedimented dormer windows. A Palladian 
window is found in the south gable end, and three windows in the 
east gable recall this motif*

The original and current appearance of the house are similar. 
Currently, all singled and clapboarded vertical surfaces are painted 
yellow, and the wood trim and porch are white. The roof, recently 
resurfaced, has sawn cedar shingles.

The interior is extremely handsome, richly detailed, and is original* 
The current owner is restoring the interior and maintaining the 
integrity of the exterior.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Boutin house was built by Frank Boutin Jr., part of the second 
generation of a pioneering Bayfield family* Frank Boutin Sr. was 
a native of Canada who settled in Bayfield in 1870 and became 
successful in the lumbering and fishing industries. His son, 
Frank Jr., had one brother and several sisters, and eventually left 
the community to follow the lumber industry west. After building 
this house he lived in it only a few years before selling it to 
leave town*

The house has historical significance for its associations with a 
pioneer Bayfield business family which was instrumental in the 
development of the community* It is a tangible manifestation of 
the lumbering wealth of a family key to Bayfield 1 s establishment 
and growth.

Architecturally, the house is a superb example of the Queen Anne 
style and, further, exemplifies how the style lingered in relatively 
remote areas of the United States even into the twentieth century. 
(By contrast, it was built the same year as was Frank Lloyd Wright's 
Gilmore house in Madison.) Of the three large Queen Anne houses 
remaining today in Bayfield, this house stands out as the best 
preserved and the most



Royden Tull, Dignity and Design: A Walking Tour of Bayfield, Bayfield
Chamber of Commerce and the Sigurd Olson Institute of Environmental 
Studies, Bayfield (1974).

Bayfield Press, Frank Boutin Sr. obituary, August 4, 1911.

Paul Turner (current owner), interview June 6, 1974.
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