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The ruin of the Enighed greathouse, dramatically situated atop a small 
knoll on the outskirts of Cruz Bay, St. John, is a handsome example of 
nineteenth century Virgin Islands estate architecture. The building 
is characteristically designed, constructed with local stone, coral 
and brick, and its exterior, which is faced with cement, has some 
simple ornamentation above the doors and windows. A series of 
stone walls frame the greathouse on three sides.

The greathouse has two levels. The lower level is entered by an 
arched doorway at the southern end of the building. Access to the 
upper, or main, level is by three stairways. Two small, symmetrical 
stairways lead to entranceways on either side of the eastern facade 
of the building. The main entrance and gallery, which overlooks 
Cruz Bay and across a salt pond to St. Thomas, is reached by a longer, 
less formal stairway.

On the upper level, both the eastern and western facades have five 
wide bays, which provided residents with a panoramic view and ample 
ventilation. Additionally, three bays are located on both levels 
at the northern end of the building, while at the southern end there 
are two bays on the upper level and an arched doorway on the lower 
level.

Unoccupied during most of the twentieth century, the Enighed great- 
house is presently a ruin. Only the vertical elements -- one interior 
and all exterior walls -- remain intact. The roof and floor are com­ 
pletely gone, some of the exterior cement facing has fallen off, the 
ground floor is covered with dirt and debris and the entire structure 
is being overcome by vegetation. Although some foundations are in 
evidence, none of the service buildings have survived.

Despite the above mentioned deterioration, the Enighed ruin remains 
one of the finest existent examples of plantation architecture on 
St. John, and its restoration is currently being planned by the 
Government of the Virgin Islands.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Enighed ruin was once the greathouse of the Enighed plantation, one 
of many sugar estates on St. John. The exact date when the plantation 
was first founded is uncertain. Most probably, it was established in 
the mid-eighteenth century by one William Wood (1692-1757), who was born 
on the Dutch island of Saba, but, like many other Leeward Islanders, 
immigrated to the Danish West Indies. (William Wood's gravestone can 
be found in a yard to the rear of the Enighed greathouse.) Johannes 
Woods, the first owner of record, in 1786, was undoubtedly a relative 
of William, and the Woods family owned the plantation until 1821, ex­ 
cept for the years 1787-1797.

The history of Enighed plantation closely paralleled that of St. John. 
For over a century Enighed was primarily a sugar estate. After 1848, 
when emancipation dealt a crippling blow to the declining sugar indus­ 
try of St. John, the estate was principally used to raise livestock and 
provisions, presumably for export to the more prosperous and populous 
sister island of St. Thomas. Cultivation ceased altogether after 1880, 
and during the twentieth century, the estate was gradually broken up 
as parcels were sold to small holders on St. Thomas and St. John.

The date of the Enighed ruin is also unclear. Although local oral 
tradition and some architectural evidence indicates that the greathouse 
was constructed sometime in the last half of the nineteenth century, the 
architectural features of the building (even in its ruined condition) 
reflect the formal and symmetrical design (including classical revival 
details) of the early nineteenth century. The earliest known map of St. 
John done by Peter Oxholm in 1780, and revised in 1800, shows several 
buildings in the vicinity of the present ruin, but there is no evidence 
that any of these were, in fact, the present ruin. Historical research, 
currently being funded by the Government of the Virgin Islands, may make 
precise dating possible.

Whatever its origins, the Enighed ruin stands today as one of the lead­ 
ing architectural and historical landmarks in St. John and the Virgin 
Islands, a fact clearly acknowledged by the citizens of St. John who 
have determined to use Community Development Block Grant funds (HUD) to 
restore the building. Although the exact nature of the restoration has 
not yet been determined, it has been suggested that the restored ruin be 
used as a community center and/or a library.
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