00-2-0 Newton, MA-MRA
AREA FORVI NO,

FORM B - BUILDING

MJISSACHUETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSON JAN 0 2190 NC-041
80 BOYLSIDN STREET
BOSTOH, VA (02116

Town Nevton (Nevton Centre'

Address 1000 Commonweal th Avenue

) ) Newton City Hall and
Historic Nare  vér Menori a]

Phaoto (3'x3" or 3'x5", black and

white) Indicate address of Use: Present Citv Hall & Vér Menorial
property an badk of photo.
Staple to left side of form. Original sane

CESR PTI ON

Date 1932

Source  Building permt

Style CGeorgi an Revival
O msted Brothers (Landscape)
) . Architect Allen & Col | ens
Setch Myp: Draw aap showng property's location

in relation to nearest cross streets and or Exterior V| Fabric brick
eographi cal features. [Indicate all buildings
tween inventoried property and nearest Qut bui | di ngs none

intersection{s).
[ndicate north

Myor Alterations (wth dates) none

Condi ti on good
see attached nap Moved Dat /
e n/a

Acreage A3230g sc.ft.

Setting triangular parcel defined bvWlnu
Street (E), Gmm Ave. (N), Honer

Street (S); overlooking small pond

A 19/3/77SO HLe>'|"D i mport ant

6 SO/ & 6~ &0 formed bv damming site; |andscape
UM REHENE C 'g~rhr 1ZO ALM2ZO Recorded by Candace JenKins/ Susan Abel e
USGS QUADRANGLE MBWTDKki Organization Newton Historical Gonm

SCALE [r 2M{AO Date 3/87: rev. 5/88



NATIONAL REASTHR CRHERA SATBEVENT (i f applicable)
The Nevion Gity Hal and Wa Mamand possessss integyrity of location. desgn, setting, matarias
vorkmanship feamg ad assodaion Condruded in %31?52 I isasignifi%ﬁre‘lgt%ion of _
Nemon s gnmh asadty ad o dvic pride The monumantd an Revivd dyle dructure vhich
svd the function of OX HalMa Memoid, is do an imy work of architecture
m by the nated firm of Allen 7« Cdlens NeMon Gty Hal wen the Bodon Sodely of Architect's
vded | Haragon Packe A™ad in 1930 for the ot beauiiiul building of thet paic Fina%. the
building is ethenoad by its parl:-like setting des Omeed Brathers of Brookline The an
City Hdl ad Wa Manoid thus meds criteriaA C )f the RRHP

ARHTECTURAL SGNIHCANCE  Destribe important architectural features ad evduate in tams of
other buildings within the community.

Ne™ion Ciy Haii isa monumenid example of mstiluiional Georgian Reviva desgn ihai
aso accoramoadies the function of War Memona. The patriotic assodaions ol the syle
mede it paruculariy popular for town and ciiy hals in the 20th ceniury. Here, even the
Aldermamc Chambea' is besad on afamous Colonid model Indegpendence Hall in
Philadelphia. The War Memorid sde IW ' of the imposing brick structure conddsof a
rased centra ssction “vith a massve pedimented portico and cres'ning segple.
Appearing diminutive m comparison, are flanking three bay wings trimmed with quoins
and baulstrades around their hip roofs. The City Hal 9de 'E,i is smiliar. but "vuh
different proportions and far lessgrandiose portico ad deeple. Here the quatrastyle
portico iscentered on an deven bay facade articulated with quoins and entablature,
(see coniinuation shest)
HSICRCAL SGNIHCANCE Explain the role omas played in local or state history ad how the
building relates to the devdopmat of the comiminity.
When ?anton became acitv in 1873. the old town hall on Washington Streer in Wes
Newion wes reiurbished and became the Ciiv Haii. Thisbuilding saVeu for 3 yearsad
was not replaced until 1932 when the new City Hdl a the corner of Wanut Street and
Commonwedlth Avenue wes built. The new buildmg hed adud function, serving & a
memorid to veterans and soldiers who died in World War L as well as providing new
quariers for ilie CA' Hai. Two cornerdones. one for the Gir" Haii and aneior lileWar
Memorid, were lad on Armigtice Day Xovamoa i1 i-'ji and formal uedicauon o uie
combined buiidings :00k place November 11, 1962, U of the [en are, triangular e
between Commornwedth Avenue and Wanut and Homer Streets wees particularly
chdlenging as the dud function of the building demanded two mgor facades. The desgn
wes executed by the firm of Allen and Cdllens whose principle architect Challes Cdllens
lived a 200 Dudley Roed in Newton Catre. Allen and Callens were particularly wdl
known in the fields of collegiate and ecdesadicd architecture with buildingsa

(see continuation sheet)

BBLICERARHY and/or REFHRENES
Building Depatment Records 1000 Commonwedth Avenue
Nevton Graphic 8/16/31, Bodon Sodety of Architects Archives

8/85



IVVENTORY FCRM CONTINUATION SHEET Connuni ty: Newton For mN\b:

MASCHUSETTS HSTORCAL OMISSON (Newton Centre) NG 041
Office of the Secretary, Bogon

Property Nan@: Newon City Hall &
Vér  Menori a|

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued beow,

ARCHITECTURAL SGNIHCANCE iCONT;"

Multi-pane sseh ae st inrectangular openings a the first story and arched openings
With kevdones a the ssoond  Tiie f lanking vMings are idenucd to those dl ihe\ves
devation, bu: projec; here to form a U-piaa and do noi gopear dwaned bv the central
compodgtion. Pedimented entry porticos ae aso located on the 9de devations v."nich ae
ireaied with large arched windowsin the War Memorid section. The building isgreatly
enhancad by its Oimgted Brothers designed landscgpe which was intended to soften the
effect d the building. The pond mfrom of the City Hal dde, which provides a reflection
o that eevation isegpecdly tec!M'e

HISTORICAL SGNIHCANCE iCONT)

Middlebury, Williams and Vassar to their credit, as well as important churches such as
Riversde Church mNev  York. In Newton they dso desgned the Seoond Church o
Newton ' 19] >-16. WN-i'ri24'. Oimded brotners of Brookline provided the nari:-iii:e
setting, completing development of the Ste.

The city hed recaived permission from the legidature to borrow outsde the debt limii in
order to condruct the building. Although somefelt that construction of such alarge
building during the depresson ssamed unwise. Mayor Wesks rebutted criticism of the
project citing the fact the Presdent Hoover urged public works projects to relieve
unemployment and noted that 8% of the men working on the project w-ae Newton
resdents. Inhisremarks a the dedication, Wesks sad that location of the city hall near
the geographica center of the city was quite fitting and that it should mitigate the
sectiondism which was sometimes gpparent belween the various villages. 1n 1956,
Newion City HUJ and War Memorid won the J Harelson Parker Award of the Bogton
Sodiety of Architectswhich deemed it the mog beautiful building of that period.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



E\Il\’;ts) Form 1M0O« OUB Htlfnnl  No 101*0011

Untted States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number Page

Mul tiple Resource Area
Thematic G oup

Nane Newt on MRA
State M ddl esex County, M\

Noni nati on/ Type of Revi ew Dat e/ Si gnat ure
151. Luke, Arthur F., Hou"terea™xu’h-i-~""" /y"R"eper INMAVLU-M-M N AlyMAO
Hat 1 onal Be«i at «
A At tsst
152. Newt on Cat hol i ¢ H gh School | - W ~Keeper [2cCAyMAI'M dQ-Ni
eubstanr 1v:- R-Tia"
Attest/
153. Newton Centre Branch Library ("5 Keeper  [M-tAATPAAAANN - ANNAN 0 NANA L
Attest
154. Newton City Hall and War Menori al (/"~ " MKeeper [A<A"(NWN. CAN--MWVWYA L O'L-tD
Attes
155. Noves, Charles W, HourerAnn N per AN AN
Hational Hagl at ©» Attest
156. Pierce, F. Lineoln, Hour*"gi tiie [N-Keeper NAA AAALA AN A N[ AAY
Hi
Attest
157.  Plunmmer Menorial Library AMAAAA | Sl eeper cy>nAAAN [ AAN A ANEANEANES
| ational Begister
Attest
158. Riverside  Concrete Company—Lamont's Arerex SAAAN LAV AN
Market ilrtv-Md la the Cr4N-1 - NNNA N A= — \Y/
ljatlQ;:ial Segiflter Attest
159. Sawyer, C. A., House CSecond) /-"eper C.,- NNV M ANNA N yIy& A"
SUooal Begirt,. ANNANN
160. Schraft, George F., House Keeper

Attest



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT GF THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REA STER GF HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON

PRCOPERTY Newt on City Hall andWar Menori al
NAME

MULTI PLE Newt on MRA
NAME

STATE & GAOUNTY: NASSACHUSETTS, M ddl esex

DATE RECEl VED. 1/ 02/ 90 DATE GF PENDI NG LI ST: 1/ 19/ 90
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 2/ 01/ 90 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 2/16/90
DATE GF WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 90000020

NOM NATCR  STATE

REASONS FOR REVI EW

APPEAL : N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
O'HER Yy PDI L: N PER CD. N PROERAM UNAPPROVED N
REQUEST: N SAWLE N SLR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL: N
COWENT VA VER N ,
N GXEPT RETURN REJECT DATE
ABSTRACT/ SUWARY COMMENTS
/\£UA</\ /\/\/\y/\/Ay/\_/\/\/\/\/\_/\/\/\/\/\A/\/\ ] N r~
AYLEMI™A %A UA A-e4AAIN CxXA A A
MAHE > -/N AITNIEXA  XNANIN'<A - TUAMY -eE<YCAA<AN
AYNNAC<2.CAASNYA TASALA  IMASVAR <A TN (YAICIYAAWAZA
MYNOMAAAN  EZCAYTIAC(J A>CA<ANYUAACH  c-c\Aey/MuA
RECOM /CRITERIA d A A AN ANASHA AN AN P IA orfn
REVI EVER MY A"cNAAA N (MCW
DI SCI PLI NE 77/ ~g: / df e 62°A _ V. A N A N -e"Kt"AAM AN o
DATE N"VASRAy "~ N

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments YA"see attached SLRY/fA?



count resource type

STATH FECERAL AAENCY CERTI FI CATI ON

« UNCTT ON
historic current

DESCR PTI ON
_architectural classification
"materials

MNdescriptive text

SI G\ FI CANCE
Peri od Areas of Significance—heck andjustify bel ow
Specific dates Bui | der/ Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

summary par agr aph

conpl et eness

clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas checked

relating significance totheresource
cont ext

relationship of integrity tosignificance
justification of exception

ot her
Bl BLI OGRAPHY
; EOGRAPHI CAL DATA
acreage verbal boundary description
L' NG boundary justification
ACCOMPANYI NG DOCUMENTATI QN PRESENTATI ON
sketch naps USGS naps phot ogr aphs presentation

O'HER GOMMENTS
Questions concerning this nomnation nay be directed t o

Phone

Si gned Dat e
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