INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

Form 10-300
(July 1969)

/)
f ./
K /o
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY — NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

1T

M

STATE:
Maine
COUNTY:
Sagadahoc
FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE
043 T2

C OMMON

Winfe} Street Church

AND/OR HISTORIC:

MB

cify oR TOWN

.________CQLnﬁE_Qi_ﬂashinﬂiQn_ﬁnd_ﬂlnier Sireets

Bath 04530 lst Nistrict Hon. Pet N, Kyras
STATE"® . CODE |COUNTY: CODE
Maine 23 Sagadaho
CATEGORY ; ACCESSIBLE
) STATUS
(Chock Oney OWNERSHIP v TO THE PUBLIC
O District Building | Public Public Acquisition: [ Occupied Yes:
[ Site - .. Structure Q Private [J 1n Process [ Unoccupied ?_(} Restricted
[ Object - [0 Both [0 Being Considered (54 Preservation work D) Unrestricted
: [ Ne
. in progress
] proposeq
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
{3 Agricuitural (O Government 7 [ Park [J Tronsportation [ Comments
[ Commercisl C] Industrial (7] Private Residence (O] Other (Specity)
| O Edueational - O Military O Religious A:La.pj'_w_e_usa for_preserva=
[ - Entertainment O Museum {7) Scientific

SRR A ' | v
et s >
Sagadahoc Preservation, Inc, (John Chapmaﬂngtﬁﬁudent) 4
STREET AND NUMBER: <2 % n
/@ s ™~ O i %'
CITY OR TOWN: @VESLQ, D CODE
Bath
COURTH?USE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: | S_/ & G § g
Sagadahoc Couhty Courthouse R 5 ¢
STREET AND NUMBER: %‘rr i@)’ g, :
. 4 o0 "
High Street féﬁ’ s
CITY OR TOWN: STATE —~—— ] 22 cope |0
. Bath 04530 Maine 23
TITLE OF SURVEY n
roposed by -Denys Pefer Myers for inclusion in HABS photo-data survey, summset 3]
DATE OF SURVEY: . - [C] Federal O State J County ] Local HEd ; %
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: g %
) ' e
STREET AND NUMBER: @
[=]
=z
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE :

3iva




(Check One)
Excellent Good [ Fair = [J Deteriorated [T Ruins [ Unexposed
CONDITION N b g
(Check One) (Check One)
[ Altered Q Unaltered (exte jor) 1 Moved {33 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Winter Street Church is a striking Gothic Rexival edifice which dopinates
Bath's city park. Erected in 1843, it is the Work of Anthony C. Ra§96%d,a
local master builder active in the community from about 1839 to 187 The
foundation is stone, and the remainder of the church is wooden. The building
is rectangular with a three-tiered square tower rising from the central part
of the facade. The sanctuary measures 60' by 78'. |fs height to the eaves i{
24', while the height to the top of the steeple is 100'. The facade is divide
info three sections by pilasters with recessed pointed arches. The center
portion possesses a double pointed arch window enframed by a pointed arch
with a recessed quatrafoil at the top and pointed pilasters on either side.
The left and right sections of the facade are devoted to the entrances of the
church, Each of the two doorways is surrounded by a large pointed arch.
Above these sections is a balustrade of recessed quatr&foils. On the left
side of the building is a series of four windows identical to the one on the
facade, The right side has only three of these visible, the fourth being
covered by an adjacent |talianafe parish house erected in 1864, The rear of
the church is extremely plain, As on the facade and sides, corner pilasters
are decorated with a recessed pointed arch, The outline of the gable roof is
seen more easily than in the front and is accented by moldings which give it
the appearance of a Greek Revival triangular pediment. Returning fto the
facade, the great tower rises in three stages. The front of the first possest
ses a smaller version of the window found below it and on the sides. Above
this is a large diamond with a recessed quatr@foil, a motif which also appeard
on the other three sides of this section. The corners are ornamented with
the recessed pointed arch pilasters, above which are recessed quatr@foils. Tﬂ
second tier is an open belfry, the four openings being formed by pointed arch
The corners are again treated with recessed pointed arches and quatrefoils.
This stage is also surrounded by a balustrade decorated with recessed quatra-
foils and highlighted at each corner by a pinnacle. The third tier is the
plainest, repeating the corner recessed pointed arches and quatr@foils. The
four corners each have a pinnacle. This final section is surmounted by a
short weathervaned steeple which is surrounded by four pinnacles. The
exterior of the church remains unaltered with the exception of two pinnacles
which were removed from the front corners of the sanctuary. It is a great
vernacular interpretation of the Gothic Revival style, Ifs Gothic motifs are
the most elementary ones and are simply and freely executed. Raymond created
@ handsomely bold composition, the upward thrust of which captures the very
essence of Gothicism itself,

POTENT AL THREAT: .

The Winter Street Churhc was actively used until the 1960's when its parish
voted to merge with another and build a new church. The Winter Street struc-
ture was empty and in grave danger of beint ftorn down when a group of Bath
citizens recognized its.architectural and historical value. They formed
Sagadahoc Preservation, Inc., which has recently acquired the church and
pecome dedicated to save it. With both private and public support, Sagadahoc
Preservation hopes to make this great expression of the American Gothic Reviva
B living part of Bath once more.
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STATEMENT OF signiFicance The Winter Street Church is situated in a key location
on Washington Street across from the city's park. |ts presence adds much to
this fine nineteenth century residential section of the community. Its tall
tower has been an integral part of Bath's skyline since the 1840's. Beyond |
these local considerations, the building is ranked as one of the major
interpretations of American Gothic Revival church arthitecture surviving in
New England today. The Winter Street Church was built by Congregationalists
in 1843, The building committee consisted of George F. Patten, Thomas
Harward, Charles Clapp, Jr., Gilbert Turfant, and Caleb Leavit+t, the first
four of whom were leading Bath shipbuilders and shipping merchants. These
men made several contracts in March of 1843 fo construct the building. The
b-gest one was entered info "with Anthony G. Raymond to build and complete
all the wood work of the House by The Ist of October next for twenty three
hundred dollars." Raymond was born in the nearby town of Brunswick in 1798,
He learned the carpenfry and joinery frade eariy inlife and worked on some
of the first structures at Bowdoin College. In the late 1830's, he was com=
missioned to erect a Universalist Church in Bath. About 1839 he moved from
Brunswick to Bath, where be became a prominent master builder. By 1861 he was
referred to in the Maine Subscribers Directory as a '"house-architect.," He
continued his profession until he was partially paralyzed by a fall from a
building in 1875. He lived four more years, dying in 1879 at almost eighty-
one. Anthony C. Raymond's obituary in the Bath Daijl es of June 16,1879,
states that he was the master builder of the Winter Street Church. At this
period in Maine, such an individual usually designed a structure, oversaw
its consfruction, and worked on it himself, Thus, it is probably safe to
attribute the building to him. The Winter Street Church was finished early
in 1844 at a cost of about $10,000., |t was dedicated on February | of that
year and became the religious edifice for many shipbuilders, owners, captains,
and their families, The church proved so popular that in 1848”7 its seating
capacity had to be enlarged. The vestibule was reduced in width, and the
singing gallery was moved back, providing space for twenty-four additional
pews on the floor and four in the gallery. The interior, especially the altgr
area, was remodelled in | under the supervision of John Calvin Stfevens
of Portland (1855-1890), Maine's foremost Shingle Style and Colonial Revival
architect, [
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