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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The United States Post Office in Cleveland is located in the central busi-
ness district. The building is Colonial Revival in style. A brick basement
level rises above grade to a double-course limestone water table. The elevated
main floor is made accessible by a flight of granite steps with cast iron rail-
ings. The exterior walls consist of one full story crowned by a limestone
frieze and low brick parapet with limestone cornice wall which is continuous
around the building. A hipped tile-covered roof exists over the lobby space
with a flat, built-up roof over the rear work area. The street facade is
divided into five bays reading window-window-door-window-window. The three
central® bays- have semicircular fan lights (which have been painted over) with
brick header surrounds and limestone keystones. The central doorway is flanked
by a pair of wooden Corinthian colonnettes and an architrave with modified den-
til molding. Two large lanterns are located to either side and are bracketed
to the main facade. Additionally, two small limestone panels with low relief
carvings adorn the facade above the lanterns. The outer two bays have unadorned
limestone panels positioned above the windows. All windows are wooden, double-
hung sash with limestone sills. The two windows flanking the central doorway
are six over six with additional two over two side-lights producing a pallad-
ian window effect. The outermost windows are eight over eight with an addi-
tional four lights above as a transom. Limestone quoins articulate the build-
ing's corners and additional quoins are located on the sidewalls at the rear
edge of the main block. The north facade consists of six bays of windows,
the rear three having fanlights. The south facade consists of seven window
bays with the rear three also having fanlights. A mailing vestibule and plat-
form project from the rear (east) facade flanked by two additional bays on
each side. A partial basement level exists to the rear. Brick masonry laid
in the common bond is used throughout.

The interior plan (see attached plan drawings) consists of an L-shaped
lobby with the postmaster's office on the southwest corner. The remaining
area is given over to a large workroom and the aforementioned vestibule and
loading dock. A small mezzanine level containing a lookout is located over
the vault and swing area. The public lobby is highlighted by a polychrome,
glazed tile floor and marble wainscoting. The screenline has been altered
but the original wooden vestibule remains intact.
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—_1600-1699 XARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —_MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN

~-1700-1799 —ART __ENGINEERING —-Music __THEATER
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—INVENTION '

SPECIFIC DATES ] BUILDER/ARCHITECT Office of the Supervising

March 1, 1934 Architect

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Politics/Government

The first Public Buildings Act of 1913 and the second Public Bailding Act of 1926
were supplemented in 1933 by Congress, on the urging of Franklin Delano Roosevelt, with
the Federal Emergency Administration of Public Works. Between 1933 and 1941 a tremendous
amount of construction resulted in the United States, including four post offices in Mis-
sissippi constructed under the 1926 Act and thirty-two post offices in Mississippi con-
structed under 1933 PWA legislation.

The U.S. Post Office in Cleveland, Mississippi, built in 1934, is significant as one
of thirty-two comstructed in the state with Public Works Administration funds during the
Great Depression. It was designed by the Office of the Supervising Architect. The build-
ing holds the distinction of being the first federal building constructed in Bolivar

County.

(See also "Federal Construction Work, 1913-1941").

Architecture

The.Post Office, the City Hall, and the Courthouse represent the three most impor-
tant governmental public buildings within the community. While the structure is not
individually outstanding in terms of architectural style, it does exhibit numerous Colonial
Revival details including the stome quoins and the modified Palladian window motif of
the opénings flanking the main entry doorway; these tendencies place it in the stylistic
mainstream of the body of the thirty-six nominated buildings collected here.



EJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

See bibliography attached to narrative entitled '"The Treasury Department's
Section of the Fine Arts Program" and "Federal Construction Work 1913-1941."
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The property nominated is indicated by the crossed ink lines on the
accompanying U.S.G.S. map entitled Cleveland Quadrangle.

See Continuation Sheet for Verbal Boundary Description.
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CLEVELAND, MS

The tract of land being the west one hundred forty feet (140') of lots one (1),
two (2), three (3), four (4) and five (5) of block four (4) and the north twenty
five feet (25') of the west one hundred forty feet (140') of lot nine (9) of
block four (4), all in the Original Town (now City) of Cleveland, Mississippi,
and being located in and a part of the east half of the northwest quester (E}
of NWY%) of Section Twenty one (21), township twenty two (22) north, range five
(5) west.

Recorded Chancery Court 23 July 1932 in Book M24, Page 536 - State of Mississippi,
County of Bolivar.
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