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ESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Goffstown Railroad Bridge cuts diagonally across the Piscata- 
quog River between its north and south banks. It is located 
within the Goffstown village limits, a few yards from NH route 
114, and is easily viewed/from all sides.

The bridge, a Town-Pratt single span, features flanking double 
//eb lattice trusses fitted between triple, multisegment chords. 
Double-member secordary chords parallel the lower chords 2 f above 
track level. The truss members, mostly 12" by 2" planks spaced 
3.5' apart, are bolted together and to the chords by wooden 
trunnels and iron pins and rest against heavy wooden braces bolt--
d to the tops of the lower chords. Turn buckles are also fastei.edn 

to the lower chords.
Laminated arches, 6 f in diameter and braced against the abut 

ments, are sandwiched and pegged between the truss webs. Heavy 
//ooden clamps fixed to the arches circumferance and to the lowei 
chords by metal connecting rods hold the arch members securely ir 
place. Each arch is fitted between secondary chords set immediai 
ly below the upper primary chords. The sections of arch exposed 
beneath the bridge are not metal-sheathed.

The single-track roadway is supported by 8" by 6" joists which 
rest on massive floor beams set on edge and measuring 22" by 10" 
Heavy timbers bolted to the roadway and guard rails spiked be 
tween the running rails protect the bridge from damage in case 
of train derailment. Lateral bracing between the lower chords 
consists of iron reinforcing rods which connect the apexes of 
adjoining crossed timbers. The upper chords are braced 
by parallel timbers and a system of crossed timbers with reinfor 
cing iron connecting rods. Ships 1 knees support the laterals 
immediately inside either portal.

The bridge ends and shelter panels are boarded over; planks 
over the floor beams just inside either portal. The exterior 
siding consists of unpainted 7/8" spruce boards hung vertically 
to below the level of the lower chords. . ,

Continued on Continuation Sheet 1
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1. DESCRIPTION.

Two-foot ventilating spaces extend the length of the bridge be 
tween the eaves and siding on either side* The medium gable roof 
Is constructed of 7/8" spruce board and is unshingled. It shows 
evidence of recent repair. Some of the siding is worn and broken, 
Dut joists, ties, floor beams, arch and truss members appear to be 
In good condition.

The abutments are constructed of coursed and mortared granite 
slabs capped with concrete. Retaining walls prevent the erosion 
>f the river banks. Massive wooden sills resting upon the bridge 
seats support the structure at either end.

The clear span measures 117S the through span 129 1 . Verticle 
jlearance is 21 f ; horizontal clearance is 15 f . The bridge load 
/rating is 175,000 pounds, it is numbered 29-06-06 by SHE WORLD 
UUIDE TO COVERED BRIDGES, 59 by the New Hampshire Department of
esources and Economic Development, and 407 by the Boston & Maine.
side from routine repairs, the bridge f s appearance has not been 

Materially altered since construction.

1
H.B. Berkshire (Vice President Engineering, Boston & Maine 

Corporation)to writer, June 17, 1974.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Railroad covered bridges, once common in New Hamp- 
hire, are a rarity today. Only 5> including the Goffstown 
ridge, have survived. The present structure, built tin'1901 by 
he Bridges and Building Department of the Boston &^aine Rail-
oad, replaces a Child ! s lattice truss erected here in 1850 by i, 
he New Hampshire Central Railroad.
ransportation: The New Hampshire Central Railroad, chartered i
848 to run between the Merrimack and Connecticut rivers, finish 
ts line from Manchester through Goffstown to Henniker(a distanc

r\

f 24.50 miles)in February 1850. Financial collapse and the hos 
ility of the wealthy and politically influential Concord Railro 
rought the project to a permanent halt. Boring the panic of 
857, the roads bonds were purchased by interests allied with 
he Concord, who in October 1858, much to the consternation of 
he local citizenry, ripped up the tracks between Henniker and 
eare Junction. Sold in 1859 to the newly charter Manchester 
North Weare Railroad, the line was operated for the next 36 

years by the Concord and its successor,the Concord & Montreal 
Railroad(which in 1891 relaid the line to Henniker Junction at 
a cost of $34,00c). lease of the C&M in 1895 by the Boston & 
Maine ' brought the line into the B&M system? During the 
Depression of the 1930 f s, the seventeen miles of line between 
Henniker and Goffstown was abandoned and removed. The remainin 
7.5 miles is operated today by the B&M as its Goffstown Branch.

Continued on Continuation Sheet 2
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA, continued 

10.2 UTM References

Zone 19
Easting: 2-88-150
Northing: 47-65-850
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