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7. DESCRIPTION

The Leverett Center Historic Didtrict covers gpproximately 467 acres near the center of the southem half of the Town of
Leverett, awetem Massachusatts municipality that isone of the southernmogt towns in Franklin County. Leverett ebuts
Montague and Wendd | on the north, Shutesbury on the eest, Amherst on the south, and Sunderland onthe west. Witha
population of gpproximately 2,000 goreed over 23 square miles, itisarural community located about 80 milesfrom Bogton.

Generdly linear and primarily residentid, the Leverett Center Higtoric District extendsfor gpproximately two milesin a
north-south direction aong Depot and Montague Roads, with three nodes of historic civic/ingtitutional/industria focus. At
the southern end of the didtrict is the "four corners’ node, where Amherst and Long Hill Roads aross Depat Road. This area
is now completely resdentid, but the former Center Schodl is extant es a gorage building a 94 Depot Road. The middle
node and core of the district isthe civic center. Formed by the junction of Depot, Montague, and Shutesoury Roeds, which
radiate from the amadl triangular idand that isaremnant of the town common, this central node includes Town Hall (9
Montague Road), the Pogt Office (7 Montague Road), the First Congregational Church (4 Montague Roed), the former
Beaman-Marvell Box Fectory (13 Montague Road), and the Field Memoria Library (1 Shutesbury Road). At the north end
of the digtrict a 7595 Montague Road isacomplex of contributing and noncontributing public buildings on one large parcd
aong the eedt 9de of the dtreet. The buildingsindudethe Leverett Library, the Leverett Safety Complex (the policeand fire
department headquarters), and the Leverett Elementary School, with its assodated playing fields.

Topographicdly, Leyerett Pond (photo 2) determines the curving Sreet pattemsand cregtes alarge open goecein the core of
the district A naturd, fresh-water pond covering about 75 acres it islocated to the west of the First Congregational Church
on the northwest Sde of Depot Road. The town-owned " Friendship Trail" begins & Depot Road and extends dong the
southern edgeof the pond. The vicinity of the pond and town center ischaracterized by about ten acresof levd land with
hills rising on the eedt, culminating in Brushy Mountain—"the town's highest point—to the northeast (1,260 feet; outsde the
district). JoshuaHill rises on the west as one travels north dong Montague Road. The district istraversed by Doolittle
Brook and its branches which meander through a number of parcdson both sdesof Montague Road.

On the corner of Putney Sireet and Montague Road is one acre of open goece owned by the First Congregational Church
and separated from it by Putney Street. At the crest of the open oeceisthe Emerson Memorial Garden, arested in 2004

The Town Pound (80 Montague Road, photo 9) isthe remains of a circular, dry-laid gonewall located inawooded area
a the north end of the district. Originally congructed ca 1822 to confine gay animals, it was about three feet thick and
five feet tall with a38-foot diameter.

Thedistrict's 18 and 1%* century houses gand on large lotswith former farmland, now mowedfi el ds,behind them.
Widedy goeced dong the roads, the historic houses are often framed by trees and st dose to the street without curbing.
While there are no active farms, anumber of higtoric barnsremain and are complemented by newer barns and
outbuildings. The generd condition of the buildingsin the district is good. Stonewalls characterize the srestscepe ad
ddineete property lines, particularly aong Montague Road. Many of the noncontributing buildingsin the digtrict are
desply st back and apocess=d by long driveways, which minimizestheir visual impact.

(continued)
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Higtoric architectura styles represented in the district are vernacular examples of the Georgian, Federd, Gresk Revivd,
Gothic Revival, and Colonial Reviva styles. Housestend to be modest ingzeand IV2 to 2 V2 dories inheight. Mog are
wood-frame with dapboard siding and agphdt shingle or, more recently, meta roofs. Rugtic vertica-board siding and
corrugated metd roofing are dso common, particularly on outbuildings.

The district contains 46 contributing and 51 noncontributing resources The latter are predominantly garagesand sheds
that dateto the lag 50 years and are therefore outside the period of significance (ca. 1750-1958). The noncontributing
housea 124 Depot Road, however, wes originally built in 1840, but radicaly dtered in 1990 0 that it no longer corveys
its historic associations.  The 2002 buildings a the north end of the district—L everett Library and Leverett Sofety
Complex — are gable-roofed, 1- and 1 '/2-gory buildingsthat blend nicely into the historic setting. The entranceto the
Leverett Library, inparticular, is desgned to evoke afront-gabled barn with transom over the recessed entry and a amall
window abovethat recals ahayloft. The digtrict indludes 43 contributing buildings, one contributing object, a flagpole,
and two contributing structures. The remains of the town pound and the historic sonewallsthroughout the district, which
are counted as asSngle resource.

Civic, Inditutional, and Commercial Buildings

Built in 1838, the First Congregationd Church (4 Montague Road: MHC # 6; photo 4) isthe oldest ingtitutiond building in
the didtrict, and its Segple is the district'stalest architecturd feature. S& on ahillside a the curve of Shutesoury ad
Montague Roeds it isafinevemacular hybrid of the Gresk and Gothic Revival styles. Rectangular in plan and facing eedt,
the church rises I'/2 gories from a granite foundation to a front-gable roof covered with date (an 1870 dteration). A squared
bell tower and conica gegpletopped by a banner weather vane rise from the eest end of the roof ridge. The church bell,
medein Chicopee, was inddled in 1840. Thethree-bay falBade hes atall, centra openingflankedby entry doors All three
openings are topped by pointed-arch fans, which are characteridic of the Gothic Revival style. The center opening is now
covered with shutters, behind which is plywood filling what may have been awindow. The Sde devaions each have three
windowswith 20/20 sseh topped by pointed-arch fans andflankedby shutters. Gresk Revival details are ssan in the pended
pilagers, four of which frame the openings on the faBade, and four more that wrgp the comers of the building. All riseto a
wide dipartiteand molded frieze that runs beneath the eaves and across the faBede to form atriangular pediment, which is
covered in dgpboard as is the rest of the building. An dcove with skylight was added to the west (rear) devation in 1872 ad
awooden aooess ramp leading to the entrance wiss added in 1982,

Bordered by alow donewall, Leverett Town Hal (9 Montague Road. MHC # 3; photo 6) was built in two mgor dages
Paradoxicdly, the Gresk Reviva-stylessoond dory and attic date to 1845, while the first dory dates to ca 1895. A two-
dory, shed-roofed addition was put on its north devation ca 1930. The main block of the building retains its front-gable
form, comer pilagters widedipartite frieze, and triangular pediment. Rectangular in plan and facing west, the man block is
2/2 goriestall, three-bayswide, and five bays degp. The body of the building is clad with dgpboards, but the pediment is
flush-boarded, adecorative treetment intended to resemble sone. The ridge of the gable roof is pierced by two narrow brick
chimneys—one near the front and one a the ree—and alouvered, hip-roofed vent. The main entry, cantered on the west
gable end hes adngle eight-pand door with smple architrave and comice that probably dates to 1895, when the building

(continued)
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was raised to add the first story. A secondary entry on the south devation is near the front and topped by a pent roof Ssoond
gory windows of the main block are much larger (12/12 sagh) than those of the first story (2/2). All windows have smple
framesand sills. Sgnage on the building incdudes adate board reading 1845 and lettering in the tympanum reeding "Town of
Leverett, INC. 1774." Aflagpoleand contemporary sculpture called "Quiet Conyersation.”(1986) gand in front of the
building.

The Beaman-Marvd| Box Factory (13 Montague Road. MHC # 2: photo 7) stands one door north of Town Hall. Now cdled
Leverett Crafts and Arts, the long, rectangular, wood frame, 1/2-dory utilitarian structure was built in 1903 to manufacture
wooden boxes In 1980, aone-gtory, shed-roofed addition with rows of multipane windows was built aong the feBede
(west), along roof dormer was added on the rear, and the building wes covered with vertical board Sding. The main entry is
in the south geble end, and the roof is covered with agphdt shingles Although dtered, the shop continues to reflect its roots
asagmdl industria building, and it isthe only such building in the district.

Now usad as amusaum, the Field Memorial Library (1 Shutesoury Road, photo 3-partial view) dates to 1916 and isane of
the few buildingsin the district known to have been desgned by an architect (Karl S Putnam; sse section 8). The Colonid
Reviva-gyle building isrectangular in plan and hes domedtic proportions. It rises one tory from afi el dstonefoundation to a
seoond dory under atall and wide sde-gambrd roof. The main entry, centered on the faBade (north), isdefined by a
projecting section topped by agable roof with degp barge boards forming around-arch. Windows have 66 sseh and are s+t
high on the faBade, dose to the overhang of the eaves The ssoond gtory of each Sde devation fegtures around-arch window
with multilight ssehflankedby knee-wall windows. All three window types were common to Colonia architecture, but they
were not typically grouped together. Combining colonid motifsin anew way isadistinguishing feature of many Colonid
Revivd desgns Firg story windows on the dde devation are st high above the ground and in dignment with those on the
feBade.

Built in 1931, the Pogt Office (7 Montague Road; photo 5) dands next to the Town Hall and issat beck to dlow for parking
in front. It isamodest bungaow building type with goere Colonid Revivd-gyle features that include a center entry, Sde-
gable roof and grouped windowswith &6 saeh and smple frames. Covered with cgpboards, the one-gtory building wes
enlarged (1965) by a gable-roofed addition st perpendicular to the main block and goanning the reer (eest) eevation. An
aoess ramp added in 1985 goans the falade, and afl agpol esands nearby.

At the north end of the district are anumber of municipa buildings that gand on one large parcd. Thetwo that date to the
period of sgnificance ae the Leverett Elementary School (85 Montague Road; photo 10) and the Old Highway Building (95
Montague Road). The latter isa 1945, L-plan 1/2-gory cinderblock garege with gable roofs, ashed dormer, and four garage
doors It isnow among of agroup of non-contributing buildings erected in 2002 called the Leverett Safety Complex.

The Leverett Hementary School wias expanded in 2001, but the exterior of the original brick building, desgned by Bemhard
Dirks in 1949, gopears to be largdy intact basad on an examination of Dirk's origina drawings. The faBade, or wet
devation, remans the mogt prominent part of the building as sean from Montague Road. The one-gtory, roughly L-plan
building risesfrom a concrete foundation to an intersecting Sde and front-gable roof covered with date. The asymmetrica

(continued)
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front-gabled section, which is set badk from the dde-gabled section, contains the main entry and isdiginguished by an
octagond window a the first story and vertical cedar boardsabove. The principa windows are fitted with tall multi-light
glassblock penes above single panes of dear dlassall divided by thick and prominent mullions.

A recent donewall sgparates the grounds of the 2002 Leverett Library from those of the Leverett Hementary Schodl and its
playingfields. The unusud wall iscomposad of tall granite posts connected by and incorporated into lowerfiel dsone
sections

Resdential Buildings

The majority of the contributing buildings in the Leverett Center Historic District are houses Representative examples of
each architecturd style are described below in roughly chronologica order and progressing through the variety of syles
represented. A genard characterigtic of al the buildings in the district isrestrained use of decorative detail <0 that the Syles
are diginguished from one another more by form, roof type, location of chimneys, and main entries than by trim detalsad
other omamentd features. Although seven houses on the data sheet for the historic district may haveroots in the 18* century,
mog of them now reflect the tyles of the first half of the 19" 'century.

The Nahum Ward House (96 Depot Road. MHC # 18) a the west end of the digtrict isan example of the Cgoe Cod house
form with colonia features that isbdieved to date to the mid 1S* century. Facing south, which wes the preferred orientation
during the period, it rises 2 dories from a granite foundation to a 9de-gabled roof with awide center chimney. Windows
ae s & the cornice lineand fitted with 12/12 sseh. A one-dory, Sde-gabled wing with integral porch extends from the west
eevation and is st back from it. Standing on a28-arce lot, the houseislocated a the end of a driveway that is the former
road from Leverett Center to Sunderland. The property isbordered by agtoneretaining wall. Also on the property is the
former Center School (MHC # 19). athree-bay, one-dory, oneroom schoolhouse believed to date to 1800. Now usd for
dorage, it hes agmdl addition on itswest gable end. A tall, front-gabled bam with corrugated metd roof isaso onthe
property. It dates to 1968, and is therefore a noncontributing resource.

The William Hubbard House (101 Depot Road; MHC # 15) isan example of alarge, vemacular Georgian-tyle house with
Federd period updating. Stuated on afive-acrelot, it is bdieved to date to cal 760 with remodeling in the 1820s
Rectangular in plan, the main block of the house rises 2 V2 dories to asde-gable roof Facing wes, itisfive bays wide by
two degp with a canter entry and wide center chimney. The main entry festures afive-light transom topped by a smple
entablature. Windows contain 2/2 sseh that likely datetothe late 19" century. The smple framesflankedby shuttersmay be
Federd period dteraions. A three-bay, gable-roofed ell with canter entry isbdieved to be older than the main block. Both
the house and dl are dlad with dgpboards

Altered by expanson, replacement windows, and probably lossof trim, the Rev. Henry Williams House (14 Montague Road.
MHC # 1) is nevathdessan important survivor from the mid 18" century (ca 1760). Itstwo-story,five-bay,center-entry
formwith ahip roof suggeds that it was an impressve Georgian-style house While interior ingpection is needed for

(continued)
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confirmation, the location of its presant interior chimney a the south end raisesthe possibility of a center halway, which was
the hdlmark of ahigh-style Georgian plan.

The Fidd Tavern (137 Depot Road; MHC #13. photo 1) is aFederd-gyle house opposite Leverett Pond. Although dtered a
bit and dilapidated, its 9ze and remaining omament indicatethat it isan degant survivor fromthe period. Theél is bdieved
to date to 1757, while the main block hes bean dated to 1802 The main block, which hes adde-facing (eest) orientation to
the drest rises 2/2 dories from a granite foundation to asde-gebled roof covered with agphdt shingles Rectangular in plan,

it isfive bays wide by two degp with acenter entry. Filagers rising to an entablature frame amain entry door, which gopears
to date to the third quarter of the 19* century given itstd ianate-style, paired, round-arch, glazed sectionsin the upper half
Trim indudes narrow cormner boards and awide frieze detalled by short vertical stripsthat line up with regularly goeced
mutules, decorating softits, and rakes of the comice. The comice makes afull retum a the gable end, which isdecorated with
an dlipticd fan. Onetall chimney isvisible on the reer dope of the roof neer its southeest corner. A three-bay, two-gtory €l
with awide canter chimney extends to the west from the northwest comer of the main block. It hes a canter entry designed

in the Gresk Revivd gyle, which indicates an updating in the mid 19* century. The door isframed by partid sddights,
which areflankedby wide pilasters rising to awide trabeated entablature. A classicd, one-dory porch gpanning the faBade of
the main block may dateto the early 20* century. The entire house is covered in dgpboards and most windows contain 6/6
sah

The Josah Dewey House (I Montague Road; MHC # 7) gands a the curve formed by Montague and Shutesoury roeds and
oppodte the Firg Congregationd Church. Facing wes, itisan example of atwo-story,five-bay,hip-roofed. Federd-dyle
dwelling. Built ca 1807 and dtered over the years, itisone of only two hip-roofed housesremaining in Leverett from the
Federd period. (The other isawd|-preserved example & 74 Amhers Road, outside the district.) The Dewey House displays
6/6 sseh and sddightsflanking the entry, both characteridtic of the period. It hes an exterior chimney on the north eevation,
which mug have replaced interior chimneys, none of which are extant. A front porch ca 1980 isancather dteration. The d9ze
of the house and its hip roof indicate that Josah Dewey was a progperous man when he built it.

The Parsonege (142 Depot Road; MHC # 12; photo 3) backsup to Leverett Pond, and is two doors west of the Frst
Congregationa Church. An example of atwo-story Federd period houss, it dso hes dements of the Gresk Revivd dyle in
itsdoor surround. Desd research has traced the property to 1799, but the house may date to the 1820s if the door surround is
original. Rectangular in plan, covered with dagpboards, and st on agranite foundation, the house isfive bays wide by two
dep. Pared chimneys risejust behind the ridge of the sde-gabled roof alowing for the center hallway that was
characteridic of the Federd period. The main entry, centered on the feBade hes a 6-pand Federd-dyle doorflankedby
dddights and framed by pilagters rising to atrabested entablaiure. Federd-eratrim indudes narrow comer boards a modest
overhang of the eaves and short returns a the gable ends Windows contain 2/2 sagh, indicating thet they are replacements
dating after the mid-19* century. The roof is covered with corrugated metd. A one-gory, three-bay, gable-roofed wing with
6/6 saeh extends from the south devation to connect the house with asmall barn that st.gps down the hill. Both structures are
dad with dgpboards and have danding-ssam metd roofing.

(continued)
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The Jod Smith House (72 Montague Road. MHC #131) isafi neexample of a connected farmdtiead. The main block of the
house may be the newest dement in the complex, as it gopears to date to ca 1830. Therear €l may be older, possbly dating
tothe mid 18* century. Extending from the el are ashed and abam that may d o date to the 18+ century. Close examinaion
of al three dructures isnesded for accurate dating. The main block of the house—ahybrid of the Federd and Gresk Reviva
Syles—rises 2/2 gories from acut granite foundation to a Sde-gebled roof covered with agphdt shingles Rectangular in
plan, itisfive bayswide by two degp, with the main entry centered on the feBade (eest devation). Pared chimneysrise from
the reer dope of theroof near the ridge. Windows have smpletrim and 6/6 sssh. Narrow corner boards mest awider frieze
board that goans the falade Gregk Reviva details indude the degp overhang of the eaves, the prominent retum of the
cornice & the gable ends and the recessad four-pand front door with its bold trabeated surround and partid Sddights on
panded beses Over the door adate board reeds ™ 1745," which may gpply to the two-story, Sde-gebled, south-facing, reer
ell. Thedl hes adender chimney near the center of the roof ridge and itswindows are 12/12 with projecting frames. A M2
gory, Sde-gabled shed extending linearly fromthe ell is covered with dagpboards and hes a 12/12 sssh on its north eevation.
Extending from the shed isasde-gabled barn of smilar height but longer and covered with vertical boards

Another example of aconnected farmstead believed to incorporate an 18*-century house isthe Eradus Fidd House (111
Amherg Rd. MHC # 20) a the southeest comear of Amherst and Depot roads. In this housewing-shedHbam complex the
connected buildings form acourtyard. The main block isagood example of ca 1850s Cape Cod house form with Gresk
Reviva detalls. Five bays wide, it rises 1 /2 gories to asde-gabled roof The center entry isdefined by half- length sddlights
above verticd pands, al framed by pilagters rising to abold trabested entablature. Windows st well bdow the comiceline
contain 6/6 saeh. The house faces south with itswest gable end oriented to Amherst Road and itsbadk to Depot Road. This
may have bean done to follow the orientation of the south-facing wing, which isan older gructure extending from the eedt
ad of the main block. S back from the plane of the main block, it rises one sory to asde-gabled roof and isbdieved to be
composad of two older buildings condructed in 1790 and 1800. A former woodshed (now converted to living space), st
perpendicular to the wing & its southeedt corner, terminates at asde-gabled barn. The entire complex is covered with
dapboards. Thedae "1790" ison aboard placed afoot or 0 bdow the eaves of the 1850s main block.

A fine example of a fully developed Greek Reviva-gyle Capeis the nearby Heman Field House (112 Depot Road. MHC #
14). The main block of the house gopears to date to the 1840s or 1850s but desds indicate that Hamen Field owned the
property as early as 1816. Facing south, the main block rises I'A dories from agranite foundation to asde-gabled roof
Rectangular in plan, itisfive bays wide by two degp with adender center chimney and recesssd center entryflankedby full
dddights and surmounted by a trabeated entablature. Other distinctive Gresk Reviva trim indudes corner pilagtersrisng to
adep frieze under the cornice, which hes degp returns a the gable ends. Windows are st well bdow the comiceline ad
contain 66 saeh. One-gory, Sde-gabled wings extend to the eest and west and are st badk from the main block. A large
bam/garage (ca. 1970) aso sands on the property. Clad with board and betten siding, it hes the gppearance of a split-leve
house

The Elishalngram House (65 Montague Road: MHC # 133) isafi neexample of aca 1840s front-gabled Gresk Revival-
dyle house Flacing the entry in the gable end rather than on the flank of the house was anew design ideaithat debuted with
the Gresk Reviva style because the gable end evoked the shgpe of a Gresk temple. Another advance ssenin thishouseis the

(continued)
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three-bay faBade with the entry in an end bay. The entry leads to adde hall indde the houserather than the canter hall that
hed been characteridtic of American housesfor centuries. While the Gresk Reviva style became fashionable in urben aress
in the 1830s it generdly took a decade or more to gopeer in outlying arees The house a 66 Montague Roed condds of a
main block and along el that endsnear alarge barn—al danding on a65-acre lot, the largest resdentid lot remaining in the
digtrict. The main block of the house isrectangular in plan and covered with dagpboards. It rises M2 dories from a granite
foundation to a front-gabled roof covered with agphdt shingles In addition to its Gresk Revival form, it digplays awell-
presarved Gresk Revival-style entrance, including the front door, Sdelights, panded pilagters and entablature with comer
blocks. The body of the houseis trimmed with comer pilagters rising to the comice retums of the overhanging eaves The
large mid 19*-century barn a the reer of the houseis covered with vertical flush boards A donewall isin the 9de yard.

Ancther 12 -gory example of the Gresk Reviva style with the front-gable form is Felton Flace (41 Montague Road. MHC #
136). The house, which hes been dated to 1830 by desds and maps hes arecessed entry with full Sddights and a bold
trabeated door surround. It dso features awide frieze undar the comice on the 9de devations. Two short windows,
colloquidly referred to as belly windows, are insarted into and overlap the frieze on the south eevation. Fieze-band
windows are characterigic of the Gregk Revivad syle, but they do not typically overlap the frieze as do the windows a 41
Montegue Road. Close ingpection is nesded to determine whether these are original to the house. Another house with an
overlgpping frieze-band window isthe Harrison Fidd House (100 Depot Road. MHC # 16).

A more subgantid example of the end-gable Gresk Revivad gyle isthe IraMaynard House (59 Montague Road. MHC #
134). The house sharesitsthree-acre lot with three outbuildings and agonewall that evoke the agricultura pedt of the
district. The main block rises 2/2 gories from a granite foundation to ametal-clad, gebled roof Three bays wide with asde-
hall entry, the house digplays the characteristic Gresk Reviva door surround and retains someof its 6/6 sseh. A fegture not
s on the previoudy described Greek Revival-style housssisthe full comice retum across the feBade While modest in
de itisintended to cregte the impresson of a triangular pediment. The outbuildings are covered with vertical flush
boards. The outbuildings include a large barn and shed complex, portions of which are said to date to the first hdf of the 19
century, and two smdl gable-roofed barnsfrom the 1960s

The Stillman Fied House (98 Depot Road. MHC # 17) isthe only example of the Gothic Reviva syle in Leverett Center.
Generdly arare house style in Massachustts it begen to gppesr in urban aress around 1840, 0 it istempting to date this
house tothe mid 19* century until dose examination of physicd evidence proves otherwise. According to loca legend,
however, the house was built in 1832 when Stillman Fidd married. While thisisearly for the Gothic Revival style, given
the housgs consarvative sde-gable. Cgpe Cod form, dgpboard dadding, and symmetrica fenedration, the date may prove
to be accurate. In any event, the house isan unusua example of the Gothic Reviva style, which was more often
characterized by horizontd ity, asymmetry, and complex massng. The quality of the details in the pointed-arch fans ad
fanlights suggests the hand of afineloca wood carver or parhgps the recycling of details from a church. Itspointed-arch fans
above the principa windows bear a striking similarity to those on the Firgt Congregational Church (4 Montague Roed)
raising the possibility that the same person built the house and the church. Rectangular in plan, the houseis three bays wide
by two dep. It rises 12 dories to asde gable roof with two prominent wall dormers bresking the comice line on the faBade.
These atypicd dormers are out of scaewith the rest of the house, suggeding an dteration. Pared chimneys rise from just

(continued)
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behind the roof ridge, indicating that the house hes a center-hal plan. The main entrance festures tracery in the transom and a
unique Gothic arched fanlight filled with intersecting pointed arches. A smdl Gothic-arch window with diamond pettem
tracery lightsthe attic a the gable end.

The Harrison Fidd House (100 Depot Road. MHC # 16) issmilar in formto the 1A gory front-gabled, sde-hdl plan, Gresk
Revivas destribed above Dated to ca 1850, the house isasmple cottage theat is three bays wide and three degp with en el

a the rear. It hes 2/2 sseh initswindows, which may be original s this was the period when glass could be medein larger
dimengons and &6 sseh were no longer infashion. Another characteridtic festure is the narrow comer boards The main
entry contains a solid wood pand doorflankedby partial Sddights and framed by wide pilasters and acornice that is
somewhet obscured by the celling of a gable-roofed porch. The porch hood features a sunburgt in the tym[)anum and rests on
turned pods The design is characteridtic of the Quean Anne style, suggedting that this feeture isalate 19 -century addition.

Given the house dyles in the district, and the absance of the desgnsfrom the lagt half of the 19* and early 20* centuries, it
gopears that no condruction took place in the Leverett Center Historic District until after World Wer |1, when afew Cgpes
mede their gopearance. The house a 60 Montague Road dates to ca 1950 and istypica of the modest postwar Capes built
throughout Massachuseits Facing eest and st on adope itis V2 dories tall and gppears to have awak-out besameant & the
rear. It isfour bays wide and two degp with asde-gabled roof The front door isjust off center, and it hes an integrd divided
light transom, which isaColonia Reviva detail. Clad with wide shingles, the house hes an agphet shingle roof and a
chimney on the rear dope near center. Skylights on the roof may be later additions.

Noncontributing houses

A Cgpe a 25 Montague Road built in 1963, and therefore noncontributing, displays such typical Colonial Revive features a5
depboard sding, asymmetricd design, a canter entryflankedby sddights, and a canter chimney. The principa windows—
one on eech Sde of the door—have 8/1 saah, which were Colonia Reviva interpretations of the multilight double-hung sseh
of the Colonid period.

Anocther Colonid Reviva desgn that aso dates to 1963 is the house & 23 Montague Road. Thistwo-story, Sde geble-roofed
house, with acenter entry, center chimney and symmetrical fenestration hes 88 saeh in the principa windows—some of
which are pared—dapboard siding and an agphdt shingle roof

From the 1970s through the 1990s es large parcdswere subdivided, pproximately ten houseswere built in the digtrict.
Thexe ae dl modest houses that are in kegping with the Sze, Shepe, and scde of the historic houses The contemporary
houses often have unfinished or brown-stained dapboards or rudtic vertical boards evoking the early colonia period or the
character of the districts many barns. An example of alog cabin (ca. 1970) dandsa 63 Montague Road. The house & 55
Montague Roed (ca. 1985) has aFirst Period Reviva sengbility. Findly, there are two mobile homesin the district & 131
Depot Roed (ca 1975) and 51 Montague Roed (ca 1980). As mentioned earlier, many of the noncontributing houses are s
well badk from the road and are not visiblefromit.

(continued)
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Outbuildings

Thedigtrict hes anumber of bams—both contributing and noncontributing. Those assodated with historic houses described
above have been mentioned above. I1n addition to the contributing bams 0 noted, there are two more Ore isalarge 9de-
gebled—or English-style—barn that is connected to the housea 5 Montague Road. It hes aleanto, vertical board siding,
double barn doors, multilight sash, and ametd roof Perhaps the largest bam in the district dandsnear the Gresk Revival-
syle house a 15 Shutesoury Road. Believed to dete to 1852, it isagable-front building covered with vertical boards and hes
amultilight window in the gable end. Barns dating to the lag quarter of the 20* century dand & 129 Depat Roed (a front-
gabled, banked bam of 1974) and a 20 Shutesbury Roed (afront gambrd-roofed barn with board and batten sding built ca
1985). In eddition to the many bamsin the district, there isaca 1860s sugar house and shed a 41 Montague Roed.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American dtesare known in the digtrict or in the generd area(within one mile), Stesmay exis.
The nomination form notesthat "there have bean some Indian artifactsfound around the western sde of Leverett Pond;"
however no documentation is presented to subdantiate this datement and the western dde of the pond lies outdde the
nominated area. Environmenta characteristics of the district represent locationd criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity
to wetlands) that are favorablefor the presence of ancient stes. The digtrict includes severd well-drained, levd to
moderately doping terraces and upland plateau like aress located within 1,000 feet of swvamplands, ponds, and tributary
dreams of the Connecticut River. Doolittle Brook formspart of the western boundary of the district. A tributary sream
of Doolittle Brook flowsfrom Leverett Pond southeesterly through the district. Leverett Pond liesimmediatdly outsde
the western boundary of the main body of the district and north of the southern and westem district extendon. Smdler
unnamed dreams flowing from Leverett Pond and svampy aressare dso presant within the district. Well-drained soils
formed inglacid till in uplands are characteristic of the district; however, rocky arees are a0 present. Given the above
information and the large Sze of the district (467 acres), ahigh potentia exigs for the presence of ancient Native
American resourceswithin the district. Native resources dong tributary dreams and svamplands may be characterized by
andler, low dendty and low diversity, specid purpose or goecid activity type-sites. Larger, more complex habitation
type-dtes may be located around the periphery of Leverett Pond and extend into the district.

A high potentid a0 exigts for locating historic archaeologica resourcesin the district. Leverett Cater evolved es arurd
New England town center that developed around the town's medtinghouse.  Historically, the district included ingtitutiona,
some industrial/manufacturing, and residential components. Today, the district is primarily resdential. Stmcturd
evidence may survive from the town's first meetinghouse (1775) built infront of or north of the First Congregationa
Church (1838) a& 4 Montague Road. No record exigts of what happened tothe 1775 building. Structura evidence may
a0 survivefrom agenerd dore and pogt officebuilding (1855) a 7 Montague Road. The building was desroyed by fire
in 1931 and replaced by the present building that still serves as a pod office.

(continued)
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Structura evidence from 18* and 19* century farmhouses and resdences may a0 survive in the digtrict; however, none
haveyet to be identified. Additional historic research combined with archaeologica survey and testing may locate house
gtesfrom this period dong Depot, Montague, and Shutesbury Roedswhere severd extant examples from these periods
survive. Many 18¢ and 19* century homesin the district good on large lotswith former farmland, now mowed fields.
There are no ective farms inthe district today. Workers housing was a0 present in the district. Severd housss north of
the Leverett Crafts and Arts building, previoudy the Beaman and Marvell Box Shop, were built for sop workers.
Apatment buildings that housad factory workers may o survivein the district. Structura evidence may survive from
Blanchard Hacethat houssd workers gpartments originally atached or on the same property as the Dr. Slas Ball House &
36 Montague Road.

Archaeologica evidence of industrial archaeological resources may dso exig in the district. Structura evidence may
aurvive from the Charles Moore sawmill originally located on the property known as Moore Flace a 50 Montague Road.
The property was the dte of one of Leverett's nine sawmills and was the only sawmill in Leverett Center from the 1830s
to 1922. Themill operated by harnessng waterpower from Doolittle Brook, indicating the potentia for locating evidence
of waterpower cands and other waterpower rdated resources. Structura evidence may dso survive from the Frary and
Gates Shop (1875) on Montague Road that burned in 1903. The Frary and Gates Shop manufactured wooden boxes and
was replaced by the Beaman-Marvell Box Factory & 13 Montague Road. Both factorieswere powered by seam power
with water provided by a small pond aong the outflow dream (Doolittle Brook) of Leverett Pond. Industries were dso
conducted a the homes of various individuals in the 19* (and probably 18* century. Archaeological evidence of a
blacksmith shop may survive on the property of the Nahum Ward House & 96 Depot Road. 1n 1803, when Jonathan Keet
purchassd the property, there was a blacksmith shop on the property; however Keet was not ablacksmith. Later, in the
1830s Consul B. Cuitter, ashoemeker owned the house and had a shoe shop on the property. A cottege indudtry for the
manufacture of pam leaf hatswas a0 widespread in the town.

Structura evidence of barns, stables, and outbuildings may survive in the district associated with both extant buildings
and archeeologica gtes. Archaeologica evidence of an extensve complex of bams may surviveto the west of the Rev.
Henry Williams House (ca 1760) & 14 Montague Road. The barnswere destroyed by fire in the 1940s Outbuilding
Stesmay have housad domedtic activities, cottage industries and/or other amall-scale industries.

Archaeologica evidence of occupationa-related fegtures (trash pits, privies, wells) may dso exist with mogt building
types that survive as extant resources and as archaeological Stes.

(end)



T .everett Center

Name of Property

8. Statement nf Slgnlflp.anrft
Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

JL A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

_ B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

JL CProperty embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is;

A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure,

F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.
Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Franklin, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITFCTURF
COMMUNITY PLANNING & DEVELOPEIVIFNT

Period of Significance
Ca 1750 to 1958

Significant Dates

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder

Josiah Pomeroy, Jr., Bemhard Dirks, Karl Scott Putham

(historic resources): Banister & Greenberg Architects,
Lloyd Kirley, Michael Mazur (NC resources)

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #_

Primary location of additional data:

X State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_ University
xOther
Name of repository:
Leverett Historical Society



NPS Form 10-900 OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 10-90)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Shest Leverett Center HD

Leverett (Franklin), MA
Section number 8 Page 1

8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Leverett Center Historic Didtrict is significant as awell-preserved rural New England town
ceanter that developed around the location of the meetinghouse to becomethe civic and cultural
canter of the community. Leverett Center's houses, governmentd, commercial, and educaiond
buildings are vemacular examples of architectura styles popular during the town's pesk periods of
prosperity. The contributing buildings are assodated with the town's founders, sdectmen, ad
minigers, as well as thosewho sarved as schoolteachers, blackamiths, and boxmakers The didtrict
was the birthplace of the nationally recognized artist Eragus Sdisbury Field. The Leverett Center
Higtoric Didtrict retains integrity of location, design, setting, materids, workmanship, feding ad
associaion, and fulfills National Regider criteria A and C a the locd level. The period of
sgnificance beginsca. 1750 (the date of the Nahum Ward House, 96 Depot Road) and ends in
1958, which isthe standard 50-year cut-off for contributing historic resources.

Hisoric Overview

Incorporated in 1774, the Town of Leverett hes fivedidtinct arees North Leverett, Moore's Comer,
Ead Leverett, Long Plain, and Leverett Center. The Long Plain area—a ddta to the west of Leverett
Center—offered the best agriculturd land intown, which wes used to raise livestock as well as
ubdgtence crops and tobacco. Because of itstopogrephy, it later became the location of north-
south transportation corridors including the railroad and MA Route 63.

Moore's Corner, North, and East Levereit devdoped as smdl indudtria villages harnessng the
power of the Sawmill River as well as Dodlittle and Roaring brooks initialy for gristmills,
sawmills, and fulling mills. Thesewere subsequently joined by smal manufacturers producing
buggies, wooden boxes, and agricultural implements such as hoes and scythes, as well as such
indudtries as tanning, lumbering, charcod production, and the making of palm-leaf hats The latter
was a cottage industry that probably occurred in all parts of town. It pegked in 1845 when 230
women wereworking out of their houses to make the hats. By 1865, only ten were 0 employed.

The railroad arrived in Leverett in 1858, bypassing the Center with the depot in the western part
of town. Although the coming of arailroad generdly contributes to growth, the population of
Leverett began adow decline as the town's smdl mills and factories gaveway to larger
operations in other communities. WWI and the Depresson further depleted the town of itsyoung

people.
Colonial Period (1675 to 1775)

The areaithat now encompeses the Town of Leverett was part of the Swampfield (Sunderland)
grant from Hadley in 1673. Abandoned in 1675 during King Philip's War, the western part of

(continued)



NPS Form 10-900 OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 10-90)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Shegt Leverett Center HD

Leverett (Franklin), MA
Section number 8 Page _2

present-day Leverett was reestablished as apart of Sunderland in 1718. The esstem part of
Leverett came about as a petition by the Town of Sunderland to extend its boundary, which ran
nine miles in anorth-south direction along the Connecticut River and four milesto the eedt from
the river. This reques—known &s the two mile addition—moved the boundary of Sunderland
further to the eest. The Generd Court granted the boundary extenson in 1729. In 1733, a direct
route between Sunderland and Lancagter (MA), 50 milesto the eest, was completed. For the
preceding 100 years, Lancager had bean the western frontier for Boston. Thus the Lancagter
Road, which ran south of present day Leverett Center, improved transportation between Bogon
and the Connecticut River, leading to an increesein the population of towns in its path.

By 1770 many resdentsof the eestlem part of Sunderland favored forming anew town largdly
because trave to the meatinghouse was difficult. The desrefor sgparation from Sunderland for
reigious and civic purposes resulted ina petition Sgned by 22 men in 1773. Governor
Hutchinson signed the incorporation peapers creating the Town of Leverett on March 5, 1774. Itis
namad for John Leverett, who was govemor of the Massachusatts Bay Colony from 1673 until his
deeth in 1679. According to the town's webste, Leverett hes the distinction of being the only
town in Americawith that name.

The first building congtructed by the resdentsof the new townwas, as required by law, the
mestinghouse (not extant). 1t was voted to be st "on the hill near ye southeest corner of ye pond
cdled fish pond" on land granted to the town by Nathan Adams. It was 50 feet long, 40 feet wide,
and two goriestall, with the second story being agdlery "for the women." Completed in 1776, a
the dose of the Colonial period and during the American Revolution, it established the town
canter & the southeastern periphery of Leverett Pond. Unlike most New England towns, the
mestinghouse was naot in the geographic canter of Leverett. This is because the topogrephy  of
Brudhy and Ingraham Mountains cregtes a north-south division. Asaresult, trading and
employment by reddents in the southern part of town was oriented to Amherst and Northampton,
whilethosewho lived in North Leverett and Moore's Comer gravitated to Greenfield. This divison
persged well into the 20* century. For example, when the tdlephone arrived, resdents in the north
and south partsof town were sarved by different exchanges, making it atoll call between thetwo

patsof town.

The earlies housssin Leverett were built long the roads leading to the surrounding towns of
Amherg, Shutesbury, and Montague—the names of the sregtsin the digtrict today. Extant houses
in the Levereitt Center Historic Digtrict that are bdieved to have midi8* -century roots are the
Nahum Ward House (96 Depot Road, MHC # 18, ca 1750), the ell of the Field Tavern (137
Depot Road; MHC # 13. photo 1 ca 1757). the el of the William Hubbard House (101 Depot
Road; MHC # 15, ca 1760), the €l of the Jod Smith House (72 Montague Road), and the Rev.
Henry Williams House (14 Montague Road, MHC # 1, ca 1760). Becau=e little is known about
the owners and occupants of the houses during the Colonial period, the history of these houses
will be discussad inthe next section on the Federd Period.

(continued)
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Federal Period (1775-1830)

During this period Leverett experienced the mog subgtantid growth spurt inits history. Between
1776 and 1830, the population rasefrom 296 people to 939. This growth isreflected in the
number of extant houses that were ether built or remodded during the era, and itisreflected in
the building of the first schodl in Leverett. Originally called Schoolhouse Number One a Four
Comers, its more common name became the Center School (94 Depot Road: MHC # 19). Now
usd for gorage, it was built cal800 and wes atended by Leverett's mog famous son, the folk
artist Eragus Sdisbury Field (1805-1900). The Center School sarved the town's childrenfor 150
years Theell, now on itswest end, was ussd as apaint shop by schoolmaster Forbes before 1847.

In 1822, land was obtained from Walter Graves to congmct the Town Pound (80 Montague Road,
photo 9). acircular pen designed primarily to hold dray horsesand cows. Because roaming
animas could be dangerous and extremely dedtructive to property, owners generdly took grest
caeto kegp them intheir pagiures But they escgped often enough to necessitate a creating a
place to confinethem. It was thejob of the field driver to caich drays and place them in the
pound, which was kept in good condition by apound kegper. A fine was imposad upon the
owner when he clamed his wandering livestock.

The Nahum Ward House (96 Depot Road: MHC # 18) is believed to dateto ca 1750, but thefirst
dead reference to a house on the land comesin adeaed of 1782, when Nahum and Joanna Ward
sold the land, house, barn, orchard, and fences. In 1803, when Jonathan Keet bought the property,
there was a blackamith shop on the premises. 1t is noteworthy that the driveway to the houseis a
vedtige of the original road from Leverett Center to Sunderland. Now called Depot Road because
it ledto the train gtation, it was rerouted to avoid a Segp dope.

The Rev. Henry Williams House (14 Montague Road. MHC # 1) dates to ca. 1760, but it is
named for the town's first permanent minister, who owned and occupied it from 1784 to 1811,
when it was sold to Elijah Ingram. Asan incentiveto ssat a permanent minister, the town hed
purchesed the housefor Williams in 1784 from Dr. Slas Ball, the town's first physician, who hed
lived there Snce 1774. In 1784, Dr. Ball (1754-1807) moved to the ca. 1784 house a 36
Montague Road. MHC # 137). which is named for him. A private in Company B Regiment, Ball
merched on the darm of April 19, 1775 from Amherst. Hethen sarved in the Revolutionary Wear
& asurgeon's mae in the 2™ Hampshire Company. An extensve complex of bamsto the west of
the Rev. Henry Williams House was destroyed by firein the 1940s

Thetown's second minister. Rev. Jod Wright, lived in the Josah Dewey House (1 Montague
Road. MHC # 7). which he purchased from Dewey in 1813. Dewey built the houseca. 1807 ad
sarvaed as town clerk from 1809 to 1810.

(continued)
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While the Reverend Henry Williams House and the Josiah Dewey House were both lived in by
the town's ministers, the housethat carries the historic name Parsonage Sands a 142 Depot Roed
(MHC # 12). It may have been built ca 1799 as the private resdence of Samud Gould. He died
in 1822, and hiswife and daughter subsequently conveyed the property to the Congregationd
Society. The first minigter to live init was Rev. Jonas Colburn, who became the town's third
miniger in 1824. The present gopearance of the Parsonage suggeds that it was updated for
Colburas occupancy. The house continued in use as a parsonage, a church activity center, and &
times a Sunday school until the mid 1980s Later ministersto occupy the house include Arthur
Truesddl from 1909 to 1927 and Herbert Dixon from 1927 to 1959.

Three housesin the district have sarved as taverns—a use that is generdly documented by the
granting of alicense. Tavem kegparswere highly regarded men, who were active in town affairs.
Their houses provided accommodeations and medls to travelers, and they sarved as gathering
placeswhere loca men relaxed, exchanged news, and discussed politics.

Ore of the oldest extant buildingsto sarve as atavern isthe Jod Smith House (72 Montague
Road: MHC # 131). Smith received what ismodt likely the el of the present housefrom his
father, Stephen, in 1760. Among the Sgners of Leverett's incorporation petition, Jod Smith
sved as aprivate in Josgph Slarrow's Company during the Revolutionary War. He operated a
tavern in his house and was a Leverett sdectman (1783 to 1792). The land on oppogite sde of
dreg—once part of his farm—isnow the location of the Leverett Elementary School and
Memorial Athletic Field (85 Montague Road).

Another housethat served as atavern—mog likely during the early part of the Federd period—is
the William Hubbard House & 101 Depot Road (MHC # 15). The house isthought to dateto ca
1760, and Hubbard is known to have hed aliquor license by 1785. He dso served astown
congable, asses0r, and moderator. The house wes subsequently  the residence of William Field,
who cameto Leverett in 1770. He was d<0 the grandfather of the folk artist Erastus Sdlisbury
Field, who was bom next door a 111 Amherst Roaed (MHC # 20).

The Fidd Tavem a 137 Depot Road (MHC # 13) gppears to have been in ue as atavern by 1800
and until 1830, during which time it was owned by LuciusField, the seoond of six generations of
the Field family to ownthe house Localy prominent and active in town affairs, the Fiddswere
among the earliest settlers in Leverett. During Lucius Field's ownership, the Leverett sdectmen
met & the Field Tavern and town records were sored there,

The Eragus Field House (111 Amherst Road: MHC # 20) is ancther Field family house that hes
portions dating to the Federa period. Eragus Field (1773-1851) built the earliest part of the house
(now thewing) ca 1790 as a"package gore." He hed alicense to sdll alcohol, but it could not be
consumed on the premises. Erastus Field had nine children born between 1801 and 1816. Among

(continued)
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them was his son Eragius Sdisbury Field (1805-1900), a nationally acdamed folk artist to whom
more than 300 paintings have bean attributed. At the timeof hisbirth, however, the Gresk Revivd
Cgpe s=ction of the house—"ow the main block—had not yet been built. Further ressarch is nesded
to date the main block with certainty, but its exterior gopearance, particularly the high duds is
conggtent with housesbuilt in the mid 19 century. Thismekesit likely that Phiness Fidd built the
Cape after purchadaing the property from his father in 1849. Phinees who hed six children born
betwean 1835 and 1853, sold the property to Marcus Morton in 1855. Given the endurance and
popularity of the Gresk Reviva gylein rurd arees it isdso possble that Morton built the Cgpe

Erastus Salisbury Field

In any event, 111 Amherst Road is significant as the birthplace of the artist Eragtus Sdisoury
Field. He and histwin sster SHome—the third and fourth of the nine children—were born to
Eragusand Sdome Ashley Field. Eradus Sdisbury Field's early inclination to sketch portraits of
his family was encouraged. He studied painting in New Y ork with Samud F. B. Morse for three
months in 1824, during which time Morse won a commisson to paint Lafayettefor the city of
New York. Thiswork madea lasting impression on Field, and when he returned to Leverett, he
painted the first of his knownworks—a portrait of hisgrandmother Elizabeth Billings Ashley
(1825).

He then began to travel throughout the region making his living as aprimitive portrait painter. He
married Phodbe Gilmer (or Phebe Gilmur) of Ware in 1831, and the couple sttled in Hartford,
CT for ayear. They next lived in Monson, MA, where their only child, Henrietta (or Henriette),
was born in 1832. The family then moved to PAmer, where Field had a sudio in the Cross Block.
In 1836-1837, the family lived on the Sunderland farm of Field's cousn Ashley Hubbard. While
there, Field painted deven mambers of the Hubbard family. Nine of these portraits—Ashley, his
wife Betsey, their five children, and Ashley's parents Cdeb and L ucretia Hubbard—are owned
by Higtoric Deerfield, amuseum of New England history and art.

The family moved to New Y ork City's Greenwich Village in 1841, where Field beganto list
himsdf in the city directory as an "artist" rather than aportrait painter. In 1848, he returned to
Leverett gpparently to manage his father's farm a 111 Amherst Road, before his brother Phiness
purchesd it. Field, who never conddered himsalf afarmer, continued to paint while beck in
Leverett. Inabout 1851 when his father died. Field moved his family to PAmer once again. His
wife Phoebedied in 1859, and Erastus moved with his daughter to a section of Sunderland cdled
Plumtrees, where he would spend the rest of hislife. They lived inasmal cottage (now gone) &
621 Amherst Road in Sunderland, and Field built astudio (dso gone) on the eest Sde of route
116. Plumtrees (s2e Sunderland, areaform C) borders Leverett on the west. Among his paintings
of locd scenery isone of Leverett Pond ca 1860. It hes bean said that Eragius Sdlisbury Field,
who painted over 1500 portraits, could complete afull portrait of an adult ditter inaday'stimea
acog of five dollars.

(continued)
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During the lagt half of hislife. Field's work was influenced by the Civil War, the intense
nationalism that followed, and the American centennid. His paintings explored classca
mythology. Biblical themes, and historical subjects, culminating with his magerpiece. The
Historical Monument of the American Republic (1867-1888), which isa9 x 13-foot carvas
containing more than 130 Smulated relief pands st into ten painted towers tracing 250 years of
American higtory. Itisin the collection of the Springfield Museum of Fine Arts.

Early Industrial Period (1830-1870)

During this period the Central Vermont Railroad (CVR) was extended from Amherst north to
Montague with adepot in Leverett's Long Plain valley to the west of Leverett Center. The
center's Depot Road, originally caled the Road to Sunderland, led to the CVR Station. Products
shipped out from Leverett included boxes, lumber, telephone poles, eggs, and produce. Incoming
products included grain, sugar, flour, and sundries that were sold in the generd dorein Leverett
Center.

The population advanced dlightly until about 1850, and then began adow decline, ending the
period with about 60 fewer personsthan a the sart. With the exception of two people born in
Irdland, no immigrants had settled in the area by the 1855 cenaus, reflecting the decline of
industridization in Leverett. The building of atown hall, a new edificefor the Congregationdigs,
and the presence of smdl Gresk Revival-stylehouses, as well a numerous housesthat gppear to
have been updated in the Greek Reviva style, reflects the growing population and modest
prosperity that characterized the early part of the period. The absence of buildings from the
1880sand 187/0sreflectsthe gradua decline of Leverett's economic basa

The Congregationd Society built the First Congregational Church (4 Montague Road: MHC #6:
photo 4) in 1838 ether behind or to the south of the old megtinghouse. There is no record of what
happened to the 1776 building. The new church was built by Jodah Pomeroy, ., acarpenter who
lived in the Parsonage (142 Depot Road (MHC # 12) during construction. A list of purchesars of
the pews, many of whom purchased multiple dipsfor resde or rent, includes Elisha Beaman and
membasof the Field family ~ Slas, Heman, Asa, Phineas, and Harrison.

Condruction of the new church wes a gep dong the way in the town's effort to sgperate the
activities of church and gate In most Massechusattstowns from settlement to the 1830s town
government was intertwined with the Congregational church. The church owned the
mestinghouse, which was the Ste of civic and religious activities. Town taxes funded building
meaintenance as well asthe sdary of the Congregationd minister. Asthe religious landscgpe in
New England became ever more diverse, the partnership between town government and asingle
egteblished church became increasingly problematic. In 1817, in responseto protestsfrom the
Baptist community, the first step in sgparation of church and Sate took place in Leverett when it

(continued)
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was voted a town meeting that "each religious Society support itsown Society.” In 1826, the
Congregationd Society was formed to operate the Congregationa church. In 1833, Massachusdts
officially dedared that church and date mug be separate. Communities that had not dreedy done
scrambled to build town hals.

Leverett Town Hall (9 Montague Road. MHC # 3: photo 6) wes built in 1845 when it was decided
that adesignated goecewas neaded for storing tax lists, committee reports, and other town records.
The origind building, dtered in 1895, was one story tall, and it cost $631.50 to build. It was used
for town meetings and as socid center, because town officials who hed traditionally conducted
town busnessin their homes continued to do s0. The town clerk worked from and kept town
records in ahome office until 1950.

Even though church and gate were officially ssparated, the town and the church jointly owned the
land on which both Town Hall and the First Congregationd Church stand, and Town Hall was usd
for Sunday school as well as secular meatings. Women of the Congregationa church were
ingrumentd in raising the money to make the one-gory Town Hall into atwo-story building in
1895. The new goace, which was on the first floor, induded adining room and kitchen, and weas
used for church suppers, meatings and Sunday school. 1n 1874, the Leverett Grange formed and
bagen to hold medtings and socid functions in Town Hall. After 1950, when Leverett Elementary
Schodl (85 Montague Road) wias built, town meetings took place in the larger goace of the school
auditorium, and town officials began to operate out of Town Hall rather than their homes

In the 1840s the north wing on the Nathan Williams House (5 Montague Road. MHC # 5) was built
to hold Leverett Center'sfirst pogt office. It was the second pogt office in town, thefirst having
bem in Eadt Levereit. Pomaders Ephraim Reynolds followed by Francis Frary lived in the house
from 1842 to 1855. That yeer agenard gtore was built & 7 Montague Road, and the pog office was
moved there. In 1863, Abraham Lincoln gppointed Bradford M. Field postmagter. The two-story
generd dore and pog office building, which was desroyed by firein 1931, was replaced by the
present one-gtory building that still sarves as the Pogt Office (7 Montague Road: MHC # 4: photo
5).

In the 1830s the Nahum Ward House (96 Depot Road: MHC # 18) was owned by Consul B.
Cutter, a shoemeker, who had a shoe shop on the property.

The mog subgtantia housebuilt inthe district during the early industria period isthe Stillman
Field House (98 Depot Road. MHC # 17). the district's only example of the gothic Reviva syle.
The son of Eragus Field and brother of Eragtus Sdisbury Field (111 Amherst Road. MHC # 20).
Stillman weas town clerk from 1833 to 1835. According to family tradition, the housewes built for
the marriage of Stillman and Aurdlia Field in 1832. It was inherited by their daughters Ellen and
Cynthia. The latter was schoolmigtress & the Center Schoadl (94 Depot Road: MHC # 19) in the
mid 19* century.

(continued)
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Theca 1840 Greek Revivd-gyle IraMaynard House (59 Montague Road) is one of the most
Subgtantiad houses built during the early industrid period. Itis believed that EragtusField, who
owned agreat ded of land in Leverett, built the house It isnamed for IraMaynard, an early owner,
who was amamber of alarge Leverett family. While little isknown about Maynard & presert,
given the sze of the houss, it can be presumed that he was rlatively wesdlthy.

Late Industrial Period (1870-1915)

The Vermont Central Railroad continued to run through Leverett's Long Plain areaas the primary
north-south axis from Amherst to Greenfield. In 1875, the town's nine sawmills, one scythe
manufacturer, and one woolen mill were driving the duggish economy, and the population

decline continued.

Neverthdess, anew industry developed in Leverett Center: the manufacture of wooden boxes by
Frary & Gaes who st up shop in 1875 on Montague Road. Cephas Frary was the son of
pogmeger Francis Frary. The Frary & Gates shop of 1875 was replaced by the Beaman-Marvell
Box Factory (13 Montague Road. MHC # 2: photo 7) in 1903, following a 1902 fire that consumed
the previous building.

In both factories, the wooden boxes were manufactured using eam powered machines with
water provided by a small pond aong the outflow dreem (Dooalittle Brook) of Leverett Pond.
Fanes and saws were usad to cut the boardsto sze. Then the ends of the boards were dovetailed
0 that the comers could be "locked" together after the bottom of the box was fitted into grooves.
Thex="locked comer wooden boxes' were sant to the coadt for shipping sat cod, ussd locally for
shipping fruit and commodities and, during World War |, they were used to hold artillery shells
among other things.

While nothing remains of its original machinery, the Beaman-Marvell building isthe only former
manufacturing facility in Leverett Center, and it is one of only two industria buildings remaining
in town. The shop employed 50 workers a its pesk during World War | when there was grest
demand for shipping military supplies. The locked-comer wooden boxes were shipped from the
Leverett Depot al over the country through the early 1930s, when they began to be replaced by
cardboard boxes.

Ore of the partnersin the firm was Orman C. Marvell (1856-1941). Born on the family farm a 44
Cave Hill Road (MHC # 126, outsde the district), he lived there all hislife and held many town
offices. The other partners were Charles H. Beaman (1870-1933) and his son Lawrence (1897-
1972). They owned and lived in The Nathan Williams House (5 Montague Road MHC #5) in the

(continued)
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early 20* century. The Beamans were dso among the incorporators of the Leverett Electric
Company in 1924.

Charles H. Beamen dso owned the house known as Felton Flace (41 Montague Road. MHC # 136).
which he sold to Charles Felton, who was asawyer & the box shop for 41 years. Sevard other
hous=s north of the Beaman-Marvel | factory were built for or lived in by box shop workers. One of
thexeis the Frank Millard House (24 Montague Road. MHC # 140). which was built ca. 1916 by
Millard and hiswife Mahaa, who were both deaf Another house assodiated with the box factory is
the Dr. Slas Ball House (36 Montague Road: MHC # 137). which was the resdence of the shop
foreman. Thishousedso contained gpartmentscaled Branchard Hace (not extant) that were
occupied by box factory workers. Moore Flace (50 Montague Road. MHC # 135) was purchesed by
Beaman and Marvell in 1922, and lived in by Thomas Peck, who eventualy came to own it through
an agreameantt to buy it with fundsdeducted from his wages

Before Moore Flace (50 Montague Road, MHC # 135) began its associaion with the box shop, the
property was the dte of oneof Leverett's nine sawmills. The waterpower from a branch of Dooalittle
Brook besdethe house was hamessed by Charles Moore to operate the only sawmill in Leverett
Center formthe 1880s to 1922.

Leverett Town Hall (9 Montague Road. MHC # 3: photo 6) was modified in ca 1895, when it was
enlarged from 172 to 2/2 stories. Thiswes in regponse to pleesfrom the Ladies Society of the
Congregationd Church, who requested better conditions in which to put on suppers, fairs, and other
entertainment. The origina building was raised and anew first sory was built benegth it. The new
first floor hed adining areaand kitchen that was fitted with asink and ahand pump to bring water
fromawell dug a the time. Thiswork, which took two years to complete, cost $700 and was paid
for by the Ladies Society.

Early Modern Period (1915-1940)

World War | and the Great Depresson contributed to adecline in Leverett's population during
the period. By 1940, the town's population wes people. Asaresult, dmog no building
occurred in the district during the period.

The Fidld Memoria Library (1 Shutesbury Road: MHC # 8) was the major exception. Leverett's
first building designed as alibrary, it was given to the town in 1916 by Mrs. Judson (Elizabeth)
Field in memory of her father Bradford M. Field. Elizabeth and Judson Field were third coudns
with the same lagt name, and both were descended from Captain Johnathan Field (b. 1750).

The Fidld Memoria Library was desgned by Karl Scott Putnam, who grew up in Leverett. A
prolific architect, Putnam was active in the Connecticut River Valley and particularly in

(continued)
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Northampton, where he was aprofessor of architecture & Smith College, which holds his pgpars
An architecturd historian as well as architect, Putnam was proficient in the reviva gyles of the
period, one of the mogt popular being the Colonia Revival, of which the Fidld Memorid Library
isarare example in Leverett. Putnam desgned the Frederick Sargent Huntington Library for the
Town of Worthington in 1914. Flansfor the Field Library were accepted by the town in May
1916, and the building was dedicated the following Segptember.

Prior to the opening of the Field Memoria building, the library hed been kept in private houses
and town buildings. Leverett's first public library was organized in March 1891. Two librarians
were hired—Mrs. SS Gravesfor North Leverett and Mrs. Cephes Frary for the Center. Mrs.
Frary ran the center branch from her home in the Nathan Williams House (5 Montague Road:
MHC # 5) from 1891 to 1900 using the goace that had once bean the pogt office. Her husband's
company, Frary & Gates, mede bookcasesfor the librariesin their Box Shop a 13 Montague
Roed.

In 1900, the Leverett Center branch was moved into Town Hall, where it goparently remained
until the Field Library opened. The Field Memorid Library continued to servethe town until 2002,
when the new Leverett Library (75 Montague Roed) wes built. In 2007, The Fidld Memoria
Library building became the home of the Leverett Family Museum.

Leverett Town Hall (9 Montague Road. MHC # 3: photo 6) was modified again during this period
with atwo-story addition on the eedt devation, desgned by Karl Putnam, who aso prepared ad
donated blueprints of the exiting town hdl & the same time. The addition, a acost of $3,400, was
donein 1930 to provide a meeting room on the first floor and a gage on the sscond. The dage wes
later reconfigured for offices, but the roll-up Sage curtain hes bean permanently mounted for
digplay. It was painted during the Grest Depresson by Thurson Munson and his brother Claude.
Subsquently  recognized for his work, Thurston Munson was governor of the Copley Sodiety and
Commissioner of Art for the City of Boston.

Karl Putnam was dso involved in dterations to the interior of the First Congregationd Church in
1932. He provided professiond advice and sarvicesa no charge The work included repainting of
the interior, restoring the paneling in the choir loft to gpproximeate itsoriginal gpopearance and
adding paneling to the pulpit. In addition, Putnam was ingrumentd in replacing a lectern his father
hed given to the church in 1870 with the original one, which hed bean dored in the ettic.

World War H to Present (1940-2008)

Thetown's population reeched its nadir in 1945 with 534 people, but thereafter began to benefit
from the growth that accompanied the postwar population boom all over the county asreturning
veterans began to raise families. The University of Massechusattsat Amherst expanded, bringing

(continued)
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more faculty and dudentsto the region. In 1950, the dementary schools were consolidated, and

in the 1960s the expanson of the tdephone sygem gavethe town acommon exchange These
two developments unified the geographicaly separated north and south haves of Leverett. In the
1960s and 1970s Leverett dso expearienced an influx of artists, craftgpeople, and counterculture
groups who found rurd rather than urban or suburban life appeding. Morerecently, there hes
bean an increase of professonals, becausethe completion of Interstate 91 mede commuting to
Springfield and Hartford feasible. As telecommunications developed, businesses moved to private

homes, again changing the popul ation makeup.

The mog obvious visual change inthe historic district began to occur when the consolidated
Leverett Elementary School (85 Montague Road) was built & the north end of the district, during
the adminigtration of school superintendent Edwin A. Cox. The one-room Center School (94
Depot Road. MHC # 19) was among the town's nine smdl dementary schools that dosadin
1950, when the new school opened. The land onwhich it dandshed beanfi el dsand woods
assodaed with the Jod Smith House (72 Montague Road: MHC #131) on the opposite (west)
dde of the greet. In addition to itsprincipa use as a schoal, the auditorium became the largest
mesting place in town. The associated Memorid Athletic Field, which isnamed to honor Leverett's
veterans provides goecefor town-wide recrestiond activities.

The Leverett Elementary School, originally caled the Leverett Consolidated School and
Auditorium, was designed by Montague architect Bemhard Dirks. In 1939, he desgned the New
Sanderson Acadamy in Ashfield, and, the Green River Elementary School in Greenfield (1949).
Photographs of those schools show that they were eech adorned with acupola, afesture that wes
d=o on Dirk's original drawingsfor the Leverett Elementary School, but not built. While littleis
known about Dirks, saven of hiscommissons, not including Leverett Elementary, are liged in the
maker index a the Massachusatts Historicad Commission.

The Beaman-Marvel Box Fectory (13 Montague Road. MHC # 2: photo 7) isa good example of
how the counterculture movement affected Leverett Center. The demand for wooden boxes and
crates began adow decline as cardboard boxes replaced them. While the box factory survived the
Great Depression, it declared bankruptcy in 1943, From 1945 to 1948, the building was usd as a
poultry house by Charles Beaman's grandson, Paul Woodward. Thisendeavor was short-lived
because large-scale poultry operations mede the busginess unprofitablefor the smdl farmer. In 1964,
Josph Barnes, askilled metalworker and sculptor, purchased the building. He adapted it for use as
acraft center to train gpprentices in "skills currently disgppearing from American life," auch as
blacksmithing, pottery, woodcarving, and weaving. Barnes died in 1966, but his missonwas
carried on by agroup caled the Leverett Artists and Craftsman. The building, now called Levereit
Crafts and Arts, houses studio and exhibit space.

(continued)
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Another sgn of change in the district was the demise of the generd dore. It shared goacewith the
pog office from 1855 to 1972 in two buildings—one replacing the othe—at 7 Montague Road.
Following a 1931 fire that destroyed the 1855 building, both functions moved into the present
building & 7 Montague Road. In 1972, the generd dore was discontinued, and in 1977, the goece
it hed occupied was converted to goartments. The entire building was remodded for the post
officein 1984. Ore of the town's beloved pogmidresseswas Muriel Ashley Bourne, who
maneged the generd dore, as well as two Phillips 66 ges pumps formerly infront of the building,
for 38 yearsuntil her retirement in 1972.

In 1997, with the population having nearly tripled snce 1945, more former farmland was
acquired by the town to expand the dementary school (2001) and to build the new Leverett
Library and the Leverett Safety Complex (2002). which are on either Sde of the Levereit
Elementary School on Montague Road. The latter, to the north of the school, houses the police,
fire, and highway departments. Standing nearby is the 1947 Old Highway Building (95 Montegue
Road), which isa 90 referred to as the Town Garage. Presently, L-shgped, the building was
originally a sngle-story rectangular block intended for storing the town's tools, equipment, and
supplies such as sand. In 1953, an addition was nesded to house the town's fire truck and provide
goece for firemen bove.

The Leverdtt Library (75 Montague Road), expands the public library sarvices, and its community
room is used by diverse groups in town. Fundraisers, agate grant, and agood dedl of volunteer
effort mede the building aredlity. The library, Safety Complex, and the addition to the dementary
school—all designed by Banniger and Greenberg Architects of Putney, VT—are IV2-dory, gable-
roofed buildings with amodem Colonia Reviva aesthetic that blends both in desgn and scele with
the higtoric buildingsin the district. A donewall between the library and the dementary school
was thejoint effort of various town groups, spurred on by resdent Gordon King. Itis intended to
evoke the agricultural pedt of the dte, while sarving to define the school's playing fields.

Other recent changesin the digtrict incdlude a 1936 sheat metd sculpture by Lloyd Kirley caled
"Quiet Conversations' in front of the Leverett Town Hall (9 Montague Road. MHC # 3: photo 6)
and the Emason Memorial Garden designed by Michad Mazur. Lloyd Kirley, an architect who
died in 2007, had his gudio in North Leverett. In addition to his public sculptures, his contributions
to the town included running the North Leverett Sawmill and restoring the belfry on the Moorés
Corner Schoolhouse (outside the district; heedquarters of the Leverett Historical Society).

The Emerson Memoria Garden is located on aone-acreparcd a the northwest comer of Putney
and Montague Strests oppodte the First Congregationd Church, which ownsthe land. Cregted in
2004, it commemorates Edna Emerson, acommunity activisit and member of the church for some
50 years Emerson lived in Leverett from the 1930suntil her death in 2003, when the church

(continued)
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recaeived a significant bequest from her will. Michad B. Mazur, owner of Earthworks in Leverett,
isan award-winning landscape desgner and sone artist whose work can be found throughout
New England.

Archaeological Significance

Since paterns of ancient Native American settlement in Leverett are poorly undergood, any
surviving stes could be significant. Ancient Stesin the district may contribute important
information related to Native Americans adaptation to life in ariverine environment, especidly in
interior tributary regions of mgjor drainages. Native dtesin the district areamight dso contribute
information related to the dynamics of Native trade, egpecidly the movement of goods dong the
esdt/west routes of tributaries of the Connecticut River, an important north/south transportation
corridor. Important evidence relating to the andlyds of lithic technologies, ceramics, ad
development of horticulture may dso be present.

Higtoric archaeologica resources described above may contribute important information rdated
to the origins and changing settlement patterns of the district. Important information may survive
rdated to the socid, cultural, and economic characterigtics respongble for the development of
rural New England town around a meetinghouse center that would become the civic and culturd
center of the community. Historical research combined with archaeologica survey and testing
may locate the original medtinghouse (1775) dte that established the political town center and
locus for future settlement and economic activity. Historical ressarch supplemented by
archaeologica testing may document the location, architectura characteristics, construction
dates, and integrity of the institutional, industrial/manufacturing, and resdentia buildingsthat
grew inalinear settlement pattern aong the Montague and Depot Road corridor from the
medtinghouse center. Historical reseerch and archaeologicd testing may locate important
evidence that supports or changes interpretations that three nodes of historic settlement focus
devdoped dong the corridor described above. Current interpretations are largely based on extant
resources. Known archaeologica dteswithin the digtrict are limited to the 1775 medtinghouse
dte, agenard dore and pog officebuilding (1855), an goartment building, sawmill, box factory,
barns, and outbuildings. No dtesof farmhouses or other resdences have beenidentified.
Additional archaeological stes may ater those interpretations for specific areasand time periods.

Higtorical and archaeologica research may locate new evidence of 18" and early 19" century
farmhouses in the district and additiona evidence for buildings with reported 18" century origins.
New dtesof 18" and early 19" century farmhouses and resdences may exist in the district. This
wes a period of growth inthe district. Fromthe mid-19" to early 20™ century the population of
the digtrict declined and few new buildings were built. At leest seven housssin the district were
reportedly built in the 18" century; however, their current gppearance suggests 19" century syles.
Detalled andydis of the contents of occupationa-related fegtures (trash pits, privies, wells),

(continued)
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dructura evidence, congruction features, and the presence of specific artifact styles may
contribute important information that documents when these buildings were built, their
architecturd characterigics a the timeof construction, and dterations that were mede after initial
congtruction. Any evidence of 18" century settlement inthe district would be vauable sncethis
period is poorly documented in the district's settlement history.

Higtorical and archaeologica research a tavems may dso contribute important information
rdated to the settlement of the district during its period offluorescencefrom itsinitial settlement
to the early 19" century. Structura evidence of barns, dables and outbuildings may contribute
information related to the facilities available a each tavem. Detailed andyss of the contents of
occupationa-related features may contribute information related to the socid, cultural, and
economic characterigtics of the tavern kegpers, their families, and the people that frequented the
tavern. The above information may contribute additional evidence that indicates why the district
becameacivic and cultural center of the community.

Higtorical and archaeologica research may contribute important information related to the
district's industria resourcesthat are represented today by only one active industrial building.
Structural evidence of resdentiad buildings, outbuildings, and archaeological evidence from
occupationa-related features may contribute important information related to the typeand
frequency of cottage and smdl-scde indudtries inthe district. Smdll-scde indudtries originaly
located in the digtrict include blacksmithing and shoemaking. Cottage indudtries included the
manufacture of pam leef hats. Historical and archaeologica research may identify additiona
indugtries in the district, the role they played in the growth of larger industries that followed and
their relationship with agricultural production during the 18* and 19* century period.

Larger scde industries were dso present inthe district, although only the Beaman-Marvel Box
Factory & 13 Montague survives in the digtrict today. Archaeologica and historica resserch may
hdp locate structural evidence and occupationd features related to the Charles Moore Sawmill &
50 Montague Road, and the Frary & Gates Shap a the presant Ste of the Beagman-Marvel Box
Factory discussad above. Important information may exist related to the assodiaions between
Leverett's sawmills and wooden box factories. Information reated to sawmill and box-making
technologies may a0 exist. Current historical evidence indicates both the Moore sawmill and
box factories ussd water from Doolittle Brook for power generation. The form of power for the
Moore sawmill is unknown & thistime. Both the Frary & Gates (burned 1903) and later
Beaman-Marvell Box Fectories usad geam power for power generation. Archaeologicd resserch
can hdp determine the type of power used a the Moore sawmill and the range of weaterpower
rdated resources usd to supply the seem power a the box factories.

(continued)
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Archaeologica resources may aso contribute important information related to rural factory
workers living and working inthe district. Structural evidence from potential Stesof workers
housing located north of the Leverett Craftsand Artsbuilding may contribute architectura
infonnation to supplement known characterigtics of extant workers housing inthe district.
Comparative sudy of extant buildingsand Stesof workers housing in the district with other
resdencesin the district may contribute information relaed to unique characteridtics of workers
housing, how they varied from other housng and whether specific Syles or characteristics of
workers housing inthe district can be assodaed with specific indusdtries and companies Detailed
andysds of the contents of occupationa -related features may aso contribute important socid,
cultura, and economic information related to the lives of rural factory workers and their families.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
UTM REFERENCES

UTMs#1, 6-14 are on Williamsburg map (USGS mep #1)
UTMs #2-5 are on Shutesbury map (USGS mep #2)

Zone 18

5. 705700 4702800
6. 705540 4702580
7. 705300 4701920
8 705100 4702360
9 704400 4702380
10. 704400 4702660
11. 704780 4702700
12. 705320 4702760
13. 705400 4703300
14, 705320 4703560

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The Leverett Center Higtoric District extendsfor gpproximately two milesin anorth-south direction
aong Depot and Montague Roads, with three nodes of historic civic/ingtitutional/industrial focus.
At the southern end of the district isthe "four corners’ node where Amherst and Long Hill Roeds
crass Depot Road. The middle node and core of the digtrict isthe civic center formed by the
junction of Depot, Montague, and Shutesbury Roeds, which radiate from the small, triangular
remnant of the town common. At the north end of the digtrict a 75-95 Montague Road isa complex
of post-World Waer 11 and recent public buildings on one large parcd aong the eest Sde of the
dreet. Didtrict boundaries follow the lot linesof al properties listed on the endosad data shest ad
shown on Leverett assessor's mgas 5, 5B, and 7.

VERBAL BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

District boundaries have bean drawn to include the largest concentration of historic resources
assodaed with the development of the town center. The complex of pog WWII and recent
buildings a the north end of the digtrictis incuded initsentirety because the buildings sand on
one large parcd of town-owned land that contains two contributing resources (L everett
Elementary School and the Old Highway Building) as well as the more recent buildings.

(end)
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PHOTOGRAPHS

The following photographs were taken by Annette Gibavic
November 2004
Negatives in Leverett Town Hall vault

1 137 Depot Road, view of Field Tavern looking south

2. Leverett Pond, looking north from Depot Roed

3. Srregtcape looking northwest dong Depot Road, showing (1) the Fiddd Memorid Library & 1 Shutesbury Road,
the Parsonage a& 142 Depot Road, and the Solomon Gould House a 146 Depot Road.

4. Strestscgpe looking north from Shutesbury Roed showing the triangular remnant of the town common at the
intersection of Depot, Montague, and Shutesbury Roads. Buildings shown (1-r): corner of the Solomon Gould
House a 146 Depot Road, the First Congregational Church a 4 Montague Road, and comer of the Josah Dewey
Houssa 1 Montague Road.

5. Sreascegpe looking northeest d ong Montague Road, showing (1-r) Sde elevation of Town Hall a9 Montague
Road, the Pog Officea 7 Montague Road, and the Nathan Williams House at 5 Montague Road

6. Town Hall, 9 Montague Road. Sculpture: Quiet Conversation &t right, (view looking eest from Montague Road.

7. Beaman-Marvel Box Factory (now Leverett Crafts and Arts), 13 Montague Road, |ooking eest from Montague
Road.

8 Leverett Library inforeground, Leverett Elementary School in background a 75 and 86 Montague Road,
respectively. View islooking northeest along Montague Road.

9. Ruinsof Town Pound a 80 Montague Road. (Looking west from Montague Road.)

10. Leverett Elementary School a 85 Montague Road in foreground. Safety Complex in background (view looking
west from Montague Road

11. Leverett Safety Complex a 95 Montague Roed in foreground, Leverett Elementary School in background (view
looking south dong Montague Road)

(end)
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Assessor's #

7-204

7-112

7-112

7-113

7-224

7-205

7-226

7-227

7-206

7-207

7-208

7-228

7-210

7-212

7-213

MHC# STREETADDRESS

20

19

18

17

16

15

14

13

111 Amherst Rroad
111 Amherst Road

94 Depot Road

96 Depot Road
96 Depot Road

98 Depot Road
98 Depot Road

100 Depot Road
101 Depot Road
101 Depot Road

101 Depot Road

112 Depot Road
112 Depot Road

Depot Road
Depot Road
121 Depot Road
Depot Road
124 Depot Road
124 Depot Road

124 Depot Road

129 Depot Road
129 Depot Road

131 Depot Road

137 Depot Road

LEVERETT CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT DATA SHEET

HISTORIC NAME

Erastus Field House
attached barn

Center School

Nahum Ward House
Barn

Stillman Field House
attached garage

Harrison Field House
William Hubbard House
One story shed

Round shed

Heman Field House
Barn/garage

vacant land
vacant land
House
vacant land
House
Three sheds

Metal sculpture

House
Small Bam

House

Field Tavern

DATE

€a.1790/1800/1850

ca. 1800

ca. 1800

ca. 1750
ca. 1968

mid-19th cent.

ca. 1950
ca. 1850
ca.1760/1820
ca. 1970

ca. 1980

ca.1840/1970
ca. 1970

ca.1995

ca. 1840/1990
ca. 1990
ca. 1985

1974
1974

1975

ca.1757/1802

page 1 of 4

STYLE/TYPE

Federal/Greek Revival
English/Side gable

Federal

Georgian

Front gable

Gothic Revival

Greek Revival

Georgian/Federal

Greek Revival

Modern tv*o-story

no style, extensive remodeli

Modern wrought iron

Colonial Revival
Front-gable

House trailer

Georgian/Federal

RESOURCE

STATUS

NC

NC

NC
NC

NC

NC

NC
NC
NC

NC
NC

NC



Assessor's #

5B-18

5B-19

7-113A

5-125

5B-20

5B-33

5-124

5-123

5-122

5-121

5B-33A

5B-33B

5-119

5-118

MHC# STREET ADDRESS

12

11

137 Depot Road
137 Depot Road
137 Depot Road

142 Depot Road
142 Depot Road

146 Depot Road

16 Long Hill Road

Montague Road

1 Montague Road
1 Montague Road

4 Montague Road
Montague Road

5 Montague Road
5 Montague Road

7 Montague Road
9 Montague Road
9 Montague Road

9 Montague Road

13 Montague Road
13 Montague Road

14 Montague Road
14 Montague Road

18 Montague Road

23 Montague Road

25 Montague Road

LEVERETT CENTER HISTORIC DISTRICT DATA SHEET

HISTORIC NAME
House trailer
Barn, chicken coop
Two other trailers

Parsonage
attached bam

Solomon Gould House

vacant land

Stone walls

Josiah Dewey House
shed

First Congregational Church
Emerson Memorial Garden

Nathan Williams House
Large attached barn

Post Office
Flagpole

Leverett Town Hall
Sculpture

Flagpole

Beaman-Marvell Box Factory
pottery and kiln sheds

Rev. Henry Willianns House
Two car garage and shed

House

House

House

DATE
ca. 1970
ca.1960
ca. 1975

ca.1799
19th century

ca. 1790

18th and 19th century

ca. 1807
ca. 1970

1838
2004

ca. 1816
ca. 1816

1931
1932

1845/1695/1930
1986
post 1958

1903/
ca. 1970

ca. 1760
1998

ca. 1975

1962

1963

page 2 of 4

STYLE/TYPE
trailers

trailers

Federal

Federal

Federal

Greek Revival

Stone garden

Federal
English, Side gable

Colonial Revl./Bungalow

Greek Revival
Sheet metal

no style

Georgian

Colonial Revival/ Cape

Colonial Revival

Colonial Revival/ Cape

RESOURCE
B
B
28

St

STATUS
NC
NC
NC

C
C

NC

NC

NC
NC

NC

NC

NC

NC

NC



Assessor's #

5B-34

5B-35

5-117

5-116

5A-51

5-115

5-96

5-114

5-113

5-113A

5-95

5-11 OA

5-110

5-110B

MHC# STREET ADDRESS

140

139

138

137

136

135

134

133

24 Montague Road
24 Montague Road

30 Montague Road
30 Montague Road

31 Montague Road
31 Montague Road
31 Montague Road
35 Montague Road
36 Montague Road
41 Montague Road
41 Montague Road
41 Montague Road

41 Montague Road

50 Montague Road
50 Montague Road

51 Montague Road
51 Montague Road

55 Montague Road
59 Montague Road
59 Montague Road

59 Montague Road

60 Montague Road
60 Montague Road

63 Montague Road
65 Montague Road
65 Montague Road

65 Montague Road

off Montague Road
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HISTORIC NAME

Frank Millard House
Garage, smalt shed

William Pratt House
Garage

Elijah Graves House
Large barn

Garage

House

Dr. Silas Ball House
Felton Place

Sugar House
Garage

Shed

Moore Place
Garage

House
Garaage

House
Ira Maynard House
Large barn

Two small bams

House
Two sheds

House
Elisha Ingram House
Large barn

Small shed

vacant land

1965/1968

page 3 of 4

DATE
1915

ca. 1890
1965

ca. 1848
ca. 1850
ca. 1960

1987

ca. 1784

ca. 1830

ca. 1860

1972

ca. 1970

ca. 1880
ca. 1960

1980
1990

ca. 1985

ca. 1840

ca. 1830

ca. 1960

ca. 1950
ca. 1960

ca.1970

ca. 1840

ca. 1850
ca. 1965

no style

no style

Greek Revival

Ranch

Federal

Greek Revival

Greek Revival

Mobile home

Modern two-story

Greek Revival

Colonial Revival/Cape

Log cabin

Greek Revival

RESOURCE
B
2B

[veIaNve R ve R ve]

@

2B

2B

@

STATUS
C
NC

C
NC

C
C
NC

NC

NC
NC

NC

NC
NC

NC

NC

NC

NC

NC
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5-94

5-93

5-93A

5-92

5-91

5-107

5-109

5-109

5-109

5-112

7-214

7-215

5-126

7-216

7-217

5-127

MHC# STREET ADDRESS

132

131

130

10

66 Montague Road
66 Montague Road

72 Montague Road
72 Montague Road

76 Montague Road

78 Montague Road
78 Montague Road

80 Montague Road

Montague Road

75 Montague Road

85 Montague Road

95 Montague Road

95 Montague Road

off Montague Road

1 Shutesbury Road

5 Shutesbury Road

10 Shutesbury Road

11 Shutesbury Road

15 Shutesbury Road
15 Shutesbury Road

20 Shutesbury Road
20 Shutesbury Road
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HISTORIC NAME

House
Garage

Joel Smith House
Attached barn

House

Enos D. Graves House
atttached Garage

Town Pound

vacant town-owned land

Leverett Library

Leverett Elementary School
Memorial Athletic Field

Leverett Safety Complex
Okl Highway Building

Conservation Land

Field Memorial Library
House

House

vacant land

John C. Marsh House
Barn

Dempster Place
Small barn

DATE

ca. 1860
ca. 1970

ca.1750/1830
18th century ?

ca.1990

ca. 1850
ca. 1960

1822

2002

1950/2001

2002
1947

1916

ca.1960

ca. 1972

ca. 1852
ca. 1852

ca. 1800
ca. 1985

page 4 of 4

STYLE/TYPE

Colonial Revival/Cape

Federal
Side-gabled roof

Raised ranch

Greek Revival

no style

no style
no sytle

Colonial Revival
Ranch

Raised ranch

Greek Revival
Front gable roof

Federal
Front gambrel roof

RESOURCE

St

STATUS

C
NC

C
C

NC

NC

NC

NC

NC

NC

(@]

NC



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT F THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REA STER GF HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI O\ NOM NATI ON

PRCPERTY Leverett Center Historic District
NAME :

MULTI PLE
NAME

STATE & GANTY:  NMASSACHUSETTS, Franklin
DATE RECEI VED: 10/ 22/ 08 DATE G- PENDI NG LI ST:

[
DATE - 16TH DAY: 11/ 25/ 08 DATE CF 45TH DAY: 12/ 0
DATE O WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 08001127

REASONS FOR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PRBBLEM N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS
O'HER N PDIL: N PER QD N PROERAM UNAPPROVED
REQUEST: ¥ SAWLE N SLR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL:

GOMMENT VAL VER N

I ACCEPT RETURN REJECT 1| Sjz/lJ0~  "MAIE

ABSTRACT/ SUMWARY COMMENTS

RECOM / CR TER A no
REVI EVER 'ArifL ANYA A DI SCI PLI NE fjiSfAlrwA
TELEPHONE DATE

DOOUVENTATI ON see attached comments YN seeattached SLR Y/ N

[f a nomnation i sreturned t othenomnating authority, t he
nom nation i sno longer under consideration by t he NPS.

N
N




















































































REGEIVED 2280
The Commonwedalth of M assachusstts QCT 22 A8

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
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