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The Whitcoib House, bt i i l t between 1879 and 1880, is an asynmetrical, polychromatic, 
high Victorian mansion. I t is a three-story granite structure, with a picturesque 
roofline conposed of numerous shingled dormers. The house measures forty feet by 
seventy feet and is adjoined by several pordies, verandas and a conservatory. I t 
is located at the comer of Higjiland and Harvard Streets and surrounded on the north 
and east sides by a low stone fence. 

The facade of the house is conposed of three vertical planes. I t is dominated by ^ 
a three-story, central gabled wing. Ihe top of the wing, within the gable, is 
decorated with diaper work and framed at the roof's edge with a coping of l i ^ t 
colored stone. The projecting central wing contains the hotise's main entrance. 
The entrance is reached by four steps \diich rise from the street level and is formed 
by a romd arch, supported by two-carved Gothic-style granite columns. The door 
its e l f is wooden, with a wood frame containing side ligjhts and a lunette window. 
A second story balcony of omamented cast iron rests on heavy carved stone brackets 
above the door, creating an entrance shelter. 

The two-story sections of the hovise v^iich flank the central wing are asjrninetrical, 
but balanced. The l e f t side is occtpied by a porch on the f i r s t floor; on the right 
side there is a pair of small winders. At the second story, on the l e f t there is a 
single window, set off center; on the r i ^ t there is a double window. The stone 
surrounding the windows is l i f t e r than the granite of the walls, creating the 
polychromatic effect. Dormer windows break the roofline of the flanking sections. 
The comers of the facade are romded, with a three-story turret and conical slate 
roof on the right and a gently sloped, cut away comer on the l e f t . 

The interior of the house retains most of the original floor plan. The use of the 
rooms, however, has been altered to accomrfodatethe needs of the Home for the Blind 
vMch occtpies the house. Rermants of the original elegant interior details remain 
throti^out the house. The formal rooms on the f i r s t floor are finished in cherry, 
oak, buttemut and mahogany, and the walls and ceilings are covered with decorative | 
painting. Tile, terracotta and marble are used in the trim aromd the fireplaces. j 
The second floor rooms are finished in cherry, ash and maple. 

Behind the house stands the stable and carriage hotise. I t is a one-story rectangular 
building of local stone. A high hipped slate roof caps the building. The roof is 
trintoed along i t s ridge with a wooden lace-like decoration and finials at each end. 
At the center of the ridge is a wooden cupola with a pyramidal roof and weathervane. 
The facade of the carriage hoijse is dominated by a large carriage door, located to 
the l e f t of center. At the center of the facade at the second story rises a peaked 
dormer with a masonry front and arched opening for loading hay into the l o f t . The 
interior of the carriage house has been renovated for xsse as a workshop for the blind. 



SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 
—PREHISTORIC 

1400-1499 

— 1500-1599 

- 1 6 0 0 - 1 6 9 9 

—1700-1799 

X-1800-1899 

— 1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

—AGRICULTURE 

-XARCHITECTURE ' - ^ ^ ^ 

ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

X-INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC '• • 

-PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

-RELIGION 

-SCIENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

-SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

-THEATER 

-TRANSPORTATION 

-OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Whitconb Hovise is an architecturally and historically significant structure in 
the city of Worcester. I t is a fine exanple of a higih Victorian mansion and was 
the home of one of Worcester's most successful businessmen and generous philanthro­
pists of the nineteenth century. The house was built in 1879-80 for George H. 
Whitca±» and was lived in by the Whitconb family u n t i l 1918, vih.en i t was given to 
the Memorial Home for the Blind. ' • , 

George H. Whitccaifc was bom in Tenpleton, Massachusetts i n 1842. He was educated 
at Phillips Academy in Andover and Anherst College. After graduation from Anherst 
College, with capital supplied by his father, he founded Bay State Envelope Company. 
Bay State Envelope began as a small one-man conpany and grew into a large and 
profitable industry. By 1895 one third of a l l staple envelopes used in the United 
States were manufactured in Worcester. In 1898, having made a s\±>stantial fortune 
from the envelope industry, Whitconb sold Bay State Envelope to U.S. Envelope Com­
pany. WhitccxriD also amassed a considerable amount of money in real estate transac­
tions in Colorado and Washington, as well as in Worcester. 

In addition to the inportant role v^ich George Whitconb played in the econoiy of 
Worcester during the nineteenth centuctry, he was also devoted to many charitable 
and educational interests. He was a trustee of Anherst, Mount Holyoke and Oberlin 
Colleges. He founded a scholarship at Anherst, erected and endowed Whitconb Jteic 
Conservatory at Doane College, Crete, Nebraska and erected Whitconb Chemical Labora­
tory at Dniy College, Springfield, Ohio. Upon his death in 1918, his home was 
given to the Society for the Blind. 

Architecturally the hoxjse is significant as one of the few remaining houses designed 
by the local architect Stephen C. Earle. Earle designed numerous churches and 
several public buildings in the Worcester area, but only several houses. The 
Whitconb house is a fine exanple of the architect's residential work and home of a 
wealthy nineteenth centucy btisinessman. 
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PAUL OUZZ 

January 12, 1977 

Mr. Charles Herrington 
Registrar 
National Register 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Charles: 

Enclosed, please find nomination forms for the following properties; 

Worcester, Whitcomb House 
Haverhill, Bradford Common Historic District 
Watertown, Edmund Fowle House 

These properties were reviewed by the Massachusetts Historical 
Commission (State Review Board) and have been signed by the 
State Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth R. Amadon. 

Sincerely yours, 

Patricia L. Weslowski 
Survey Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

enc. 
PLW/etd 
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Hbn. Edward M. Kennedy State Hiatoric Preservation Officer 
Hon. Edward P. Boland Kre. Eliaabcth R. Asiadoa 
Hon. Joseph D. Early Executive Director, Massachusetts 
Regional Director. North Atlantic Region Comisalon 
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NAMES: personal CU-eruc^ UjW^fLcrvvJr^ :̂̂ ^ ŝ̂ .̂ ..J<L.s>..̂  W-eiUxJtiA^Lv^ 
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