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The Wiitcoib House, btiilt between 1879 and 1880, is anasynmetrical, polychromatic,
high Victorian mansion. | tis athree-storygranite structure, with a picturesque
roofline conposed of nunerous shingled dorners. The house neasures forty feet by
seventy feet andi s adjoined by several pordies, verandas and a conservatory. | t

is located at the coner of H g#'iland and Harvard Streets and surrounded onthe north
and east sides by a low stone tence.

The facade of the house i s conposed of three vertical planes. | tis domnatedby ~
a three-story, central gabledw ng. Ihe top of thewing, within the gable, i s
decorated with diaper work and framed at the roof's edgewith acoping of | i "t
colored stone. The projectingcentral wing contains the hotise's main entrance.

The entrance i s reached by four steps \diich rise fromthe street |evel andi s forned
by aromd arch, supported by two-carved Gothic-style granite colums. The door
itself iswooden, with awood frane containing side lig/hts andalunette w ndow

A second story bal cony of onmanent ed cast iron rests on heavy carved stone brackets
above the door, creating anentranceshelter.

The two-story sections of the hovise vhiich flank the central w ng are asjrninetrical,
but bal anced. Theleft side i s occtpied by aporch onthe first floor; onthe right
side there is apair of small winders. At the second story, onthe left thereisa
single wndow, set off center; onther i "tthere is a doublewndow The stone
surrounding the wndows islifter than the granite of the walls, creating the

pol ychromatic effect. Dorner w ndows break the roofline of the flankingsections.
The coners of the facade are ronded, with athree-story turret andconical slate
roof onthe right andagently sloped, cut away comer onthe |eft.

The interior of the house retains nost of the original floor plan. The use of the
roons, however, has been al teredto acconrfodatethe needs of the Hone for the Blind
vMch occtpies the house. Rernmants of the original elegant interior details remain
throti®out the house. Theformal roons onthe first floor are finishedin cherry,
oak, buttenut and nahogany, andthe walls andceilings are covered with decorative |
painting. Tile, terracotta and marble are used inthe trimaromd the fireplaces. |
The second floor roons are finishedincherry, ashand napl e.

Behi nd the house stands the stable and carriage hotise. | tis aone-story rectangular
bui I ding of local stone. ANhigh hipped slateroof caps the building. Theroof is
trintoed along its ridge with awooden |ace-like decoration andfinials at each end.
At the center of the ridge i s awooden cupola with apyramdal roof and weat hervane.
The facade of the carriage hoijseis domnated by a |arge carriage door, |ocatedto
the left of center. At the center of the facade at the second story rises a peaked
dorner wi th anasonry front and arched opening for |oading hay into the [oft. The
interior of the carriage house has been renovated for xs=as aworkshop for the blind.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Wiitconb Hwvise i s anarchitecturally and historically significant structurein
the city of Wircester. | tisafine exanple of a higih Victorian mansion and was
the hone of one of Wrcester's nost successful businessmen and generous phil ant hro-
pists of the nineteenth centurK. The house was built in 1879-80 f or George H

Wi tcat» and was lived i nby the Wiitconb fam |yuntil 1918, vihenit was given to
the Mernorial Hone for the Blind. ' .,

George H Witccaifc was bomi n Tenpl eton, Mssachusetts i n 1842, He was educat ed
at Phillips Acadeny i n Andover and Anherst College. After graduation from Anherst
Col lege, with capital suppliedby his father, hefounded Bay State Envel ope Conpany.
Bay State Envel ope began as a smal| one-nan conpany and grewinto a | arge and
profitable industry. By 1895 one third of all staple envel opes used i nthe United
States were manufactured i n\Wrcester. | n 1898 having nade a s\t>statia fortune
fromthe envel ope industry, Witconb sold Bay State Envel ope to US Envel ope Gom
pany. WitccxriD al so anassed a consi derabl e amount of noney i nreal estate transac-
tions i nColorado and Véshington, aswell as i nWrcester.

In addition to the inportant role v*i ch George Wi tconb played i nthe econoiy of
Vrcester during the nineteenth centuctry, hewas al so devoted to nany charitable
and educational interests. Hewas atrusteeof Anherst, Munt Hol yoke and Cberlin
Col leges. He founded a schol arship at Anherst, erected and endowed Wi tconb Jteic
Conservatory at Doane Col lege, Crete, Nebraska and erected Wi tconb Chenical Labora-
tory at Dniy College, Springfield, Chio. Upon his death in 1918 his hone was
given to the Society for the Blind.

Architecturally the hoxjse i s significant as one of the fewremaining houses designed
by the local architect Stephen C Earle. Earle designed nunerous churches and
several publichbuildings i nthe \Wrcester area, but only several houses. The
Wii t conb house i s afine exanple of the architect's residential work and hone of a
weal thy nineteenth centucy btisinessnan.
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PAUL Q772

January 12, 1977

M. Charles Herrington
Regi strar

Nat i onal Register

Nati onal Park Service
Departnent of the Interior
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Charl es:
Encl osed, pl ease find nomnation forns for thefollowng properties;

\Wor cest er, Wi t conb House
Haverhill, Bradford Gmnmon Hi storic District
Wt ert own, Ednund Fow e Hbuse

These properties were reviewed by t he Massachusetts Historical
Gonmi ssi on (State Revi ew Boar d? and have been signed by the
State Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth R Anadon.

Sincerely yours,

Patricia L. Veslowski
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

enc.
PLWetd
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Hon. Joseph D Early Executive Director, Massachusetts
Coni sal on

Regional Director. North Atlantic Region
0 _ 294 Uashl ngton Street
L880 Mtt/js 1110/ 77 Bost on, [-17assachusetts 02108
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